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INTRODUCTION 

THE  story  of  the  beginning  of  things  Span- 
ish in  Central  America,  as  related  here  by 
SefioT  Fem^dez  Guardia,  particularly 
that  part  of  it  assigned  to  his  own  enlightened 
Republic  of  Costa  Rica,  for  the  .first  time  ^ves  to 
English-speaking  readers  intimate  pen  portraits 
of  many  of  the  doughty  Conquutadores  and  tales 
of  romantic  historical  interest,  drawn  from  the 
correspondence  and  public  documents  of  the 
period.  The  more  effectively  to  visualize  the 
personalities  of  the  actors  in  the  great  drama 
&nd  the  obstacles  they  overcame,  he  has  wisely 
reproduced  in  some  of  his  chapters  the  jtyle  of 
nflTTfttinn  fniind  in  the  nTJgJTiftlH  of  these  com- 
munications— a  style  that  the  translator  has  ren- 
dered  in*f>  TT^pglioh  na  ngftrly  M  hft  ffoiiM  wjth  a 
proper  regard  for  the  mental  comfort  of  the 
reaJCT, 

The  principal  source  from  which  the  author 
has  taken  his  material  is  Uiat  treasure-house  of 
the  American  historian — the  Archives  of  tiie 
Indies  at  Seville.  JAere  are  stored  thousands  of 
forgottm  dociunents:  royal  decrees  and  orders, 
contracts,  or  capitidacionea,  entered  into  with  the 
Crown  by  the  intrepid  adventurers  for  the  pro- 
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tection  of  their  rights  in  the  conquests  under* 
taken,  quaintly  phrased  complaints  setting  forth 
conflicts  of  interest,  lengthy  reports,  or  relations, 
by  pious  and  militant  priests  and  friars,  and  a 
mass  of  involved  legal  papers  showing  a  high  de- 
gree of  technicality,  but  rigid  regard  for  the 
right,  that  would  make  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive reading  for  the  present-day  lawyer. 

Into  this  maze  of  documentation  Sefior  Fer- 
nandez Guardia  has  frequently  ventured  on  the 
occasions  of  his  visits  to  Spain,  and  with  notable 
success.  He  has  made  himself  familiar  with  the 
contents  of  many  a  long-hidden  bundle,  and  has 
brought  to  light  in  the  present  volume  an  array 
of  facts  and  an  ensemble  of  personalities  which 
merited  a  much  earUer  presentaticoi  to  the  world. 
From  the  same  source  his  father  before  him,  Don 
Le6n  Fem&ndez,  the  grand  old  man  of  Costa 
Rican  letters,  and  the  brilliant  diplcnnatist,  Don 
Manuel  M.  de  Peralta,  have  culled  the  great 
collections  of  documents  published  under  their 
names,  and,  parenthetically,  it  is  gratifsring  to 
learn  that  the  King,  Don  Alfonso  XIII.,  whose 
liberal  and  progressive  tendencies  are  well 
known,  shows  a  lively  interest  in  bringing  to  a 
conclusion  the  task,  undertaken  some  years  ago, 
of  unearthing  and  systematizing  these  early  rec- 
ords— a  task  in  which  Spain  is  collaborating  with 
the  Spanish- American  republics. 
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llie  wealth  of  hidden  riches  in  Seville's  h^ 
of  arduves  is  still  great  and  worthy  of  the  labors 
of  students  for  many  years  to  come;  they  may 
rest  assured  that  their  time  will  not  be  spent  in 
vain.  In  proof  of  this,  I  need  only  point  to  the 
work  on  Costa  Rica  that  is  here  presented. 
Costa  Rica  is  one  of  the  smallest  of  the  American 
countries.  As  late  as  thirty  years  ago  the  names 
even  of  the  first  Conqtd$tadorea  were  still  un- 
known, and  the  events  of  the  country's  past  were 
shrouded  in  darkness.  Its  very  name  seems 
scarcely  to  have  been  known  by  the  earlier  his- 
torians. 

Indeed,  apart  from  its  most  salient  features, 
this  is  true  of  the  history  of  Spanish  discoveries 

and  /■fipqiipfit  ir^  ^merina.  thrnughout.  Its  most 
notable  incidents  are  misimderstood;  in  most 
cases  they  have  been  judged  witib  prejudice  and 
greatly  distorted.  Particularly  is  this  true  in 
English-speaking  countries,  where  the  fierce 
rivalry  that  for  coituries  existed  between  Spain 
and  England,  in  poUtics,  religion  and  commerce, 
has  left  a  deep  impression.  We  North  Ameri- 
cans get  our  conceptions  of  the  conquering  Span- 
iard from  such  works  as  Kingsley's  Westward 
Ho!  and  the  tales  of  other  English  romancers, 
idiich  glorify  such  arch-pirates  as  Dr^e, 
Raleigh  and  Hawkins,  and  picture  the  work  of 
the  Conquittadores  as  wholly  one  of  blood,  ra- 
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pine  and  destruction,  inspired  by  no  purpose  but 
the  lust  for  gold.    This  is  far  from  the  truth. 

It  may  be  that  in  many  instances  the  Span- 
iards were  guilty  of  cruelty  and  spoliation:  Fi- 
zarro  used  no  light  hand  in  his  subjugation  of  the 
Inca  empire,  and  a  more  ruthless  miscreant  than 
Pedro  Arias  de  Avila  (that  Pedrarias  who  mur- 
dered Niiflez  de  Balboa)  never  sullied  a  page  of 
history.  But  this  was  always,  in  disobedience  of 
the  express  orders  of  the  Crown,  which  was  un- 
swerving in  its  devotion  to  the  principles  im- 
pressed upon  it  by  the  humanitarian  and  benevo- 
lent Queen  Isabella  the  Catholic.  And  who 
would  venture  to  assert  that  the  methods  of  any 
other  European  nation,  tempting  fate  by  under- 
taking such  a  conquest,  would  have  been  differ- 
ent? Were  the  Germans  in  Venezuela  more  hu- 
mane when  that  territory  was  mortgaged  to  the 
Augsburg  money-lender  by  the  Emperor 
Charles  V;  ciumot  we  point  out  a  just  contrast 
in  the  atrocities  of  the  English,  French  and 
Dutch  corsairs,  committed  as  they  were  against 
the  Spanish  settlers — Christians  like  them- 
selves— and  supported  as  they  were  by  their  re- 
spective governments?  Surely  such  deeds  are 
not  calculated  to  give  us  a  very  exalted  idea  of 
the  hunuuiitarianism  of  these  others.  And  what 
of  our  treatment  of  our  own  Indians?  We  may 
not  have  enslaved  or  tortured  them,  but  we  have 
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debauched  and  almost  annihilated  them  and  have 
driven  them  from  their  lands. 

Unforhmately  in  this  respect  all  men  are 
more  or  less  alike;  the  vaunted  superiority  of  any 
one  group  is  usually  but  the  ofiFspring  of  national 
vanity  and  the  pride  of  race — if  not,  indeed,  bom 
of  crass  hypocrisy.  Between  the  Conquistador 
of  olden  times,  who  despoiled  the  Indian  of  his 
gold,  and  the  present-day  speculator,  who  ruins 
his  fellow-trader  by  a  clever  coup  on  the  stock 
ex<jiange,  there  is  no  great  difference  on  the 
score  of  morality.  If  there  is  any,  the  advan- 
tage would  seem  to  lie  with  the  former,  for  his 
evil  exploits  at  least  were  attended  by  the  risk 
of  death  from  a  poisoned  arrow  or  the  thrust  of 
a  savage  spear. 

But  the  Spaniards  who  overran  the  new  world; 
in  the  sixte«i&  and  seventeenth  centuries  were  i 
not  all  of  them  the  ruthless  vampires  that  we  are  . 
so  lazily  prone  to  accept  them  as  having  been; 
their  sole  aim  and  impulse  was  not  the  spoliation 
of  the  native.  Far  from  it.  Indeed,  no  greater 
injustice  could  be  done  to  the  great  body  of  the 
Conqvistadorea  than  to  charge  them  with  the 
mifidppiTs"  of  thf.  finrnpamtively  few  who-gere 
treacherousand  cruel.  Mistaken  in  their  meth- 
ods they  m^  have  been — unduly  zealous  in  their 
efforts  to  coerce  the  conquered  savages;  but  they 
were  chivalrous  and  brave,  almost   incredibly 
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brave  from  our  modem  viewpoint,  and  their 
methods  were  the  methods  of  the  times.  They 
had  been  practi(%d  in  £urope  since  Christianity 
first  gained  the  power  and  more  than  ever  at  the 
dawn  of  the  Reformation. 

Spain  at  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury was  the  master  of  Europe;  her  statesmen 
were  the  most  enlightened  and  her  captains  the 
most  experienced  and  successful;  her  capital^ 
Madrid,  was  the  seat  of  Europe's  culture.  With 
the  final  expulsion  of  the  heretic  Moor  from  the 
Peninsula  and  the  conclusion  of  a  long  period 
of  war,  her  fighting  men,  trained  in  the  school  of 
arms  and  fanatical  in  their  chaOipioning  of  the 
Christian  faith,  their  blood  still  running  hot  with 
the  lust  for  adventure  and  with  religiotts  zeal, 
looked  with  keen  liking  upon  the  western  world 
then  recently  discovered,  and  fairly  rushed  the 
Crown  with  their  eagerness  to  undertake  its  con- 
quest and  bring  it  into  the  fold  of  the  church. 
Gold  was  also  a  lure,  but  a  minor  one.  The 
translator  has  read  hundreds  of  decrees  and  in- 
structions' issued  by  the  kings  of  Spain  in  those 
early  days,  and  can  testify  that  every  expedition 
set  forth  under  the  strictest  injunctions — '*  on 
pain  of  Our  Royal  displeasure  " — against  spo- 
liation and  inhumane  treatment  of  the  Indian. 
The  moving  impulse  of  the  Eing,  as  shown  by 
these  documents,  was  always  the  conversion  of 
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tiie  Lidian  and  his  instruction  in  the  Christian 
faith. 

Seflor  Yerrir'^'^  nuafHia  fj^^yrs  us  in  his  book 
how  f MdrfuUy  most  of  the  Spanish  captains 
obeyed  fhese  instructions.  TnTK5e~page8  the 
reader  cannot  but  be  edified  by  the  examples  of 
just  treatment,  fortitude  and  heroic  endiu'ance| 
of  almost  unbelievable  hardships  shown  by  manyj 
of  these  leaders:  here  we  have  the  story  of  thfl 
intrepid  Gil  Gonzalez  D^vila  and  of  ihe  friar 
Conquistador,  Juan  de  Estrada  R^vago,  who\ 
was  so  adored  by  the  Indians  and  who  stripped 
himself  even  to  the  shirt  on  his  back  to  assuage/ 
the  sufferings  of  the  needy;  of  the  iUustrioml^ 
CabaUero  of  Salamanca,  Juan  Vdzquez  de  Coro- 
nado— generous  always  and  humane  in  all  his 
acts;  of  Don  Rodrigo  Arias  Maldonado,  who 
penetrated  into  the  very  heart  of  the  terrible 
Talamanca  country  without  firing  an  arquebus 
or  drawing  a  sword,  and  who  afterwards  ended 
his  rcHUvitic  life  within  the  cloisters  of  the  Beth- 
lehemite  Order.  Nor  can  we  withhold  our  ad- 
miration from  the  noble  but  unfortunate  Diego 
de  Nicuesa,  or  the  valiant  Captain  Alonso  Calero 
or  Hemin  Sanchez  de  B^dajoz.  All  of  these 
were  men  of  a  superior  mold,  of  whom  any  nar 
ti<m  might  be  justly  proud. 

Succumbing  to  temptation,  many  of  tiie  Con- 
qyutadores  were  diverted  f rcnn  thdr  loftier  pur- 
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poses  and  were  overcome  by  greed  for  the  coun- 
try's natural  riches  with  which  to  exploit  them- 
selves at  home;  but  most  remained  to  build  up 
a  civilization  that  would  endure  and  add  luster 
to  the  crown  they  served.  The  painstaking  ad- 
ministration and  the  wise  counsel  shown  in  their 
correspondence  with  their  Kings  and  the  Council 
of  the  Indies  is  reflected  in  the  great  code  of 
laHS^published  in  1680  by  Charles  II.  and  known 
as  the  Compilation  of  the  Laws  of  the  Indies, 
in  which  Spain's  vast  colonial  empire  was  sys- 
tematized and  provided  with  laws  which  demon- 
strate the  highest  degree  of  enlightenment  to  be 
found  in  Christendom  at  that  period.  First  and 
foremost  in  every  decree  prescribing  those  laws 
is  the  declaration  of  faith  that  won  for  the  Span- 
ish rulers  the  title  of  The  Catholic  Songs.  Up- 
permost tliroughout  appears  the  purpose  to 
Christianize  the  new  world;  it^olly  without  sar- 
casm can  it  be  said  that  purely  secondary  was 
the  Crown's  concern  over  the  "  Boyal  Fifth  "  of 
the  wealth  unearthed  in  its  new  dominions.  In- 
deed, tliat  fifth  frequently  found  its  way  into  the 
coffers  of  the  English  Crown,  through  the  piracy 
of  its  own  captains,  and  history  records  no  in- 
stance of  its  repudiation  as  "  tainted  wealth." 

It  has  been  said  by  one  of  the  ablest  of  recent 
historians  that  the  slower,  more  thorough  colo- 
nizing methods  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  would  never 
h  If :  f'^if    >^^  ' 
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History  of  the  Discovery  and 
Conquest  of  Costa  Rica 

CHAPTER  I 

PXE-COLUMBIAN   COBTA  RlCA 

THE  territory  of  Costa  Rica,  which  lies  be- 
tween the  8th  and  11th  parallels  of  north 
latitude,  constitutes  a  small  section  of  Cen- 
tral America,  a  vast  geographical  entity,  pecu- 
liarly distinguished  for  its  geological  character, 
ha\'ing  its  beginning  in  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuan- 
tept'c  and  ending  in  the  Isthmtts  of  Panama. 
Its  area  is  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  square 
kilometers,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Nicaragua, 
on  the  south  by  Panama,  on  the  northeast  by  the 
Caribbean  Sea,  and  on  the  southl^st  by  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  On  the  Pacific  coast  are  the 
Gulfs  of  Dulce  and  Nicoya,  tiie  latter  of  which 
enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  spots  in  the  world.* 

The  country  is  so  moimtainous  that  in  only  two 
regions  are  level  plains  of  any  considerable  ex- 

■ClMe  BacluB,  Vowelte  g^offrapMe  untverteOe,  ToL  XVII, 
p.  &«& 
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tent  to  be  found.  The  imposing  mass  of  the 
principal  range,  the  Great  Cordillera,  which  runs 
frdm  nin^heast  to  southeast,  dominates  all  the 
rest.  This  cordillera  boasts  nine  volcanoes,  of 
which  four  are  more  or  less  active,  and  several 
peaks  that  reach  to  a  considerable  height — abo\e 
8800  meters.  From  the  summits  of  several  the 
two  oceans  may  be  viewed. 

The  soil,  watered  by  innumerable  rivers  and 
streams  flowing  in  opposite  directions,  some  to- 
ward the  Atlantic  and  some  toward  the  Pacific, 
is  extraordinarily  fertile.  A  few  of  these  rivers 
are  navigable,  but  only  in  their  lower  courses. 

The  climate  is  essentially  maritime,  though  not 
imiform  throughout  the  country.  The  Atlantic 
coast  region  is  humid  and  rainy  during  the  entire 
year.  In  the  region  of  the  Pacific  two  verj'  dif- 
ferent seasons,  prevail,  the  dry  and  the  rainy. 
The  dry  corresponds  more  or  less  with  the 
autumn  and  winter  of  the  boreal  zone,  the  rainy 
with  its  spring  and  simimer.  The  lowlands, 
particularly  along  the  coasts,  are  hot.  In  the 
highlands,  however,  the  temperature  is  always 
cool,  even  cold  in  the  highest  altitudes.  Con- 
sidered in  its  entirety,  the  climate  of  Costa  Kt<^a 
is  one  of  the  most  benign  in  the  tropical  zone.  : 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  because  of  her 
geographical  position  Costa  Rica  belongs  to 
North  America,  her  ethnography,  fauna  and 

;r?  <..-.■,, 
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have  won  dominion  over  the  American  conti- 
nents. Yet  in  those  two  centuries  Spain  settled 
and  Christianized  a  world  larger  than  Burope 
and  built  up  a  political  structure  far  more  admi- 
rably effective  and  enlightened,  considering  her 
interests  as  a  great  power,  than  the  early  gov- 
ernment nuuntained  in  India  by  the  English;  she 
created  an  empire  capitaled  by  the  greatest 
cities  in  the  world  of  their  day:  Mexico,  Guate- 
mala and  Lima  were  each  in  their  turn  richer* 
more  cultured  and  greater  commercially  than 
any  dties  of  their  time  in  Europe.  ^ 

Tbanhlatoi. 

WlfiHINOTOlf,  D.C 
/mil,  1918. 
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flora  are  South  American  in  character.  The 
fauna  and  flora  are  equally  exuberant.' 

When  Costa  Rica  was  discovered  by  the 
Spanish  in  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, her  territory  was  inhabited  by  several  thou- 
sand semi-barbarous  Indians,  distributed  among 
the  great  forests  by  which  it  was  covered.  These 
Indians  belonged  to  five  distinct  races  called 
Corobicf,  Boruca  (or  Brunca) ,  Chorotega, 
Nahua  and  Carib.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  Corobicfs  were  the  most  ancient;  the 
Borucas  probably  migrated  from  the  interior  of 
ColtHnbia  about  the  year  one  thousand  of  the 
Christian  era;  the  Chorotegas  from  Chiapas  to- 
wards the  fourteenth  century;  the  Nahuas  from 
Mexico  fifty  years  later,  and  the  Caribs  from 
Venezuela  in  about  the  year  1400. 

Concerning  the  Corobicfs,  whom  Peralta'  calls 
the  "mysterious  nation,"  we  know  but  little. 
Bishop  Thiel  *  classifies  them  with  the  Nahuas, 
but  in  our  judgment  he  is  in  error.  Oviedo 
says:'  "And  the  Indians'*  (the  Corobicfs) 
"  are  of  a  language  distinct  from  all  those  men- 

'For  a  itnd;  of  the  geographf  of  Costa  Blca,  consult  the 
exceUent  works  <rf  Professor  H.  Plttler. 

'Manuel  H.  de  Peralta — Btnologia  Centro-Americana,  p.  11, 
Uadrld,  1893. 

'Bernardo  Angiuto  Tblel — Revteta  de  Coata  Rioa  en  el  atfflo 
XIX,  pp.  11  and  13. 

'Gonsalo  Feralndes  de  Ovi«do — HMoria  ie  loa  Indtaa, 
Book  XUI,  dup.  XIL 
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tioned  in  this  history."  On  this  point  Gk)mara  * 
agrees  with  Oriedo.  He  enumerates  the  lan- 
guages of  Nicaragua  as:  "  ♦  ♦  *  Corobicf,  which 
they  praise  greatly;  Chorotega,  whidi  is 
the  native  and  ancient  language;  Chondal,  a 
rude  language  from  the  highlands;  Oro- 
tjjj^  *  *  •'»  In  his  turn  Herrera^  writes: 
"  In  Nicaragua  five  different  iMiguages  are 
spoken.  Corobicf,  which  is  much  spoken  in 
Choluteca,  and  which  is  the  native  and  ancient 
tongue.  •  •  •  " 

The  Corobicis  were  divided  into  two  branches, 
the  Corobicis  proper  and  the  Votos.  Both  in- 
habited the  north  of  the  coimtry — the  Corobicis 
between  the  rivers  Tenorio  and  Corobici;  the 
Votos  between  the  rivers  Barva  and  Orosi,  also 
on  the  southern  borders  of  the  San  Juan  River 
and  on  both  banks  of  the  Siui  Carlos  River. 
The  Votos  were  vassals  of  the  King  of  the  Gue- 
tares  of  the  West,  and,  at  the  period  of  the  con- 
quest, were  governed  by  a  cacica  (chieftainess 
or  queen),  whose  husband  was  a  prince  consort 
after  the  modem  idea;  he  Hook  no  part  in  the 
government. 

Since  no  more  profoimd  study  has  been  made 
concerning  the  Indians  of  Costa  Rica,  any  pos- 

•  Francisco  LOpea  tie  QooMm—BMoria  de  lag  Indiai,  cban 
CCVI. 

*  Antonio  de  Herrers— D£cada  III,  Book  4,  chap.  VII. 
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itive  statement  in  regu^  to  the  Corobicfs  would 
be  difficult,  but  it  is  probable  that  those  individ- 
uals of  the  race  who  existed  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury were  the  remnants  of  a  people  established  in 
the  country  prior  to  the  invasions  of  the  Bruncas, 
ChoTotegas,  Nahuas  and  Caribs.  The  beauty 
of  their  language,  which,  according  to  Gomara, 
was  praised  among  other  Indians,  is  an  evidence 
of  its  antiquity. 

The  habitat  of  the  Boruca  (or  Brunca)  race, 
to  which  belonged  the  Quepos  and  the  Cotos, 
was  on  the  Pacific  slopes,  ranging  from  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Pirris  River  along  the  plains  of 
Terraba  and  Boruca  as  far  as  Chiriquf.  These 
were  very  warUke,  particularly  the  Cotos,  who 
hved  in  weU-fortified  villages  and  were  distin- 
guished by  their  fine  presence,  their  beauty  and 
frank,  generous  nature — rare  qualities  among 
the  Indians.  They  possessed  gold  in  great 
quantities,  which  they  obtained  from  the  rivers 
and  by  spoliation  of  the  Caribbean  tribes  against 
whom  they  waged  relentless  war.  Many  beauti- 
ful examples  of  the  bracelets,  necklaces  and  other 
golden  ornaments  with  which  they  liked  to  adorn 
themselves  have  been  taken  from  their  rich  sepul- 
chers;  of  late  years  among  these  sepulchers  con- 
siderable exploration  has  been  carried  on." 

*  From  a  sU«le  one  of  tbese  sepulchers,  located  In  the  valley 
of  the  Oen^al,  tbey  extracted  goldeo  oroam^its  of  the  value 
of  |2S,000. 
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Devoted  to  agriculture,  they  raised  abundant 
crops  of  maize,  cacao,  fruit  and  cotton.  On  the 
women  fell  the  burden  of  labor  in  the  fields;  they 
also  accompanied  their  husbands  in  war,  and  be- 
came famous  as  Amazons.  The  old  men  spun 
and  wove  cotton  garments.  The  Cotos  were 
dexterous  in  aU  the  arts  of  war;  fighting  was 
their  favorite  occupation.  They  sacrificed  their 
prisoners  without  pity,  except  the  women  and 
children,  who  were  reduced  to  slavery.  These, 
however,  were  also  sacrificed  on  the  death  of 
their  masters.  Unhke  other  Indians,  they  were 
not  addicted  to  drunkenness. 

The  Chorotegas,  or  Mahgues,  occupied  the 
Peninsula  of  Nicoya  and  the  islands  and  shores 
of  the  gulf  of  that  name  as  far  as  Herradiu'a 
Point.  They  were  divided  into  feudal  seig- 
niories under  the  sovereignty  of  the  great  car 
cique  of  Nicoya.  His  principal  clans  were  cen- 
tered at  Zapandf,"  DiriA,^**  Namiapf,*'  Orosi," 
Papagayo,^'  Cangen,"  Pare,"  Chomes,"  Oro- 
tina,*^  Churuteca  *^  and  Nicoya,*"  the  last  named 
*Temptsque. 

"Culebra  Bay. 

"  Santa  Bosa. 

"The  Bay  of  Sallnaa. 

"CatwteL 

"  Lepanto. 

"  GuaBlmal. 

"  Aban^res. 

"The  coast  from  Galdera  to  La  HenadnnL 

"Pneblo  Vlejo. 
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being  the  capital.  These  Indians  also  occupied 
extensive  territories  in  Nicaragua,  Honduras 
and  Salvador. 

Concerning  them,  thanks  to  the  historian 
Fem^dez  de  Oviedo,  who  visited  the  Gulf  of 
Nicoya  in  1529,  we  tax  possessed  of  many  im- 
portant facts.  Of  all  the  Indians  established  in 
Costa  Rica,  they  were  the  most  numerous  and 
farthest  advanced.  They  lived  in  substantial 
communities,  boasting  temples  and  markets.  In 
the  village  of  Nicoya  alone  Gil  GonzAlez  Divila, 
in  1522,  baptized  more  than  six  thousand.  They 
even  possessed  a  currency,  consisting  of  cacao 
beans,  and  became  skilled  in  the  art  of  falsifying 
it  with  much  cunning— by  extracting  the  kernel 
and  refilling  the  shell  with  earth. 

Of  good  stature  they  were,  too— powerful, 
well-appearing  and  of  a  fairly  light  complexion. 
"  The  women  of  Nicoya  are  the  most  beautiful 
I  have  seen  in  those  parts,"  writes  Oviedo. 
Both  men  and  women  were  addicted  to  tattoo- 
ing; each  lord  thus  marked  his  subjects  with  his 
own  particular  sign.  The  device  of  the  Nico- 
yanos  was  the  tiger.  They  also  pierced  Hie  ears 
and  lower  hp  for  the  purpose  of  adornment  by 
inserting  bones  or  buttons  of  gold.  The  men 
dressed  like  the  Mexicans  with  skirts  and  sleeve- 
less  cotton   shirts   of   different   colors.     They 
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shaved  the  front  half  of  the  head,  leaving  at  the 
back  a  queue  extending  from  ear  to  ear;  but  the 
warriors  who  had  triumphed  over  an  enemy  in 
single  combat  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  shaving 
the  entire  head,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
crown  or  tuft  of  hair  in  the  form  of  a  cone  which 
terminated  in  a  sort  of  tassel.  The  sole  gar- 
ment worn  by  the  women  was  a  small  apron, 
three  palms  long,  hanging  from  the  waist.  They 
combed  and  braided  their  hair  and  parted  it  in 
the  middle,  the  two  braids  falling  over  the  ears. 
On  festal  occasions  the  men  adorned  themselves 
with  beautiful  plumage,  golden  livery,  and  neck- 
laces of  shells  and  pebbles  of  various  kinds  most 
artistically  carved.  Their  arms  consisted  of 
bows  and  arrows,  lances,  hatchets  and  stone 
maces;  these  last  were  cut  with  artistic  designs. 
They  wrote  by  means  of  hieroglyphics  in  books 
of  parchment  made  of  deer  skin,  using  red  and 
black  ink;  in  these  they  also  painted  plats  and 
maps  of  their  estates. 

Their  principal  crops  were  maize,  cotton, 
beans,  zapotee,^'  and  nisperoa,^^  and  other  fruits. 
In  the  cultivation  and  gathering  of  zapoteg  and 
nisperog  the  Chorotegas  possessed  a  monopoly, 
as  the  Xahuas  had  with  cacao,  so  it  was  these 
products  that  constituted  the  basis  of  commerce 
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between  them.  The  Chorotegas  also  cultivated 
tobacco,  which  they  smoked  on  certain  occasions. 
They  wove  very  pretty  cotton  cloths  and  dyed 
them  with  various  colors,  for  this  purpose  using 
the  dye  from  the  Brazil  wood  and  purple  ob- 
tained from  a  shellfish.^'  Also  they  were  skill- 
ful potters,  particularly  those  from  the  Islands 
of  Chira.  Oviedo  relates  that  he  took  to  the  Is- 
land of  Espafiola  several  samples  of  crockery 
"  which  for  its  beauty  was  a  ^ft  fit  for  a  prince." 
They  fished  for  pearls  among  the  islands  in  the 
Gulf  of  Nicoya  and  gathered  great  shells  which 
they  used  as  spades  in  tilling  the  soil  and  with 
which  they  made  paddles  for  their  canoes. 

In  general  these  Indians  were  monogamists, 
but  the  nobles  might  have  several  wives.  Those 
who  had  occupied  the  Prince's  bed  were  after- 
wards much  sought  after,  for  they  were  con- 
sidered to  have  been  greatly  honored.  The  laws 
governing  these  Indians  were  so  wise  that  even 
as  late  as  the  eighteenth  century  their  influence 
was  still  felt.  A  companion  of  the  famous  cor- 
sair, Dampier,^'  tells  us  that  among  them  no 
penalty  against  re^cide  or  parricide  even  existed, 
for  it  was  believed  that  no  one  was  capable  of 
coomiitting  such  crimes.     The  thief  was  con- 

'^  Purpura  paluta. 

■WllUam  E^nnell — Yoyaffe  to  the  South  Sea,  pp.  131  and 
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demned  to  service  as  the  slave  of  his  victim  until 
indemnification  for  the  injury  suffered  had  been 
paid. 

From  the  time  when  Gil  Gonzalez  Ddvila  ap- 
peared amongst  them  in  1522,  the  Nicoya  In- 
dians took  their  Christianity  very  seriously. 
Oviedo  tells  us  that  their  Prince,  who  called  him- 
self Kambi,  required  that  his  subjects  be  re- 
fered  to  as  Christians,  not  Indians.  They  never 
rose  in  revolt  and  always  remained  submissive 
to  the  Spaniards,  which  did  not  prevent  the 
Spaniards,  however,  from  visiting  upon  them  the 
most  cruel  treatment  and  almost  completely  de- 
stroying this  intelligent,  cultivated  and  coura- 
geous people. 

The  Nahuas,  or  Aztecs,  very  numerous  in  Nic- 
aragua, and  particularly  in  the  Isthmus  of  Rivas, 
possessed  in  Costa  Rica  but  two  small  colonies: 
one  in  the  north  and  the  other  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  country.  The  first  and  most  ancient 
was  located  in  Bagaces,  a  place  which  stiU  pre- 
serves its  name  in  the  Province  of  Guanacaste; 
the  second,  composed  of  Chichimeca  Indians 
mixed  with  those  of  other  races,  occupied  the 
valley  of  Coaza,  or  Duy,  between  the  Tarire  and 
Tararia,  or  Tilorio  rivers  (also  called  Sixaola 
and  Changuinola) ,  and  the  Island  of  T6jar 
(or  Col6n),  in  Almirante  Bay.  This  last-men- 
tioned colony  marks  the  limit  reached  by  the  ex- 
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pansions  of  the  Mexicans  in  Central  America." 
It  is  most  probable  that  the  Chichimecas  of  Tala- 
manca  arrived  in  Costa  Rica  at  a  period  subse- 
quent to  tile  immigration  of  the  Caribs  who  es- 
tablished themselves  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  be- 
cause the  latter  referred  to  them  as  the  Cicuat, 
or  Sigua*.  which  in  their  language  signifies 
foreigners.  In  a  document  written  toward  the 
end  of  the  sixteenth  century,'*  it  is  stated  that 
they  had  come  to  Talamanca  to  collect  the  trib- 
ute of  gold  which  the  Caribs  were  accustomed 
to  pay  to  the  Emperor  Montezuma;  that  while 
there  they  received  news  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Spanish  in  Mexico,  and  that  for  this  reason  they 
remained.  The  customs  of  the  ancient  Mexi- 
cans are  too  well  known  to  require  further  de- 
scription here.  The  Nahuas  imported  into  Costa 
Rica  the  seed  of  the  cacao,  which  was  esteemed 
am<mg  all  the  Indians  to  such  a  degree  that  the 
cadques  and  nobles  reserved  the  use  of  it  to 
themselves. 

The  greater  part  of  Costa  Rica  and  the  moat 

'In  tbe  Spanish  edition  of  tMa  history  we  Bagsest  the 
bypotheele  that  tbess  Mexican  Indians  could  have  been  the 
deecendants  of  the  four  hnndred  ChlchlmecaB  that  Rodrlgro  de 
ContreraB  brought  from  Nicaragua  In  1C40;  bnt  a  document 
pabllBhed  afterward  proves  that  the  Indiana  of  Coaza  spoke 
NahnatI,  for  the  appellaUon  Uotolin  was  applied  b;  tbelr 
principal  caeiqite  to  Bodrigo  de  Gontreras.  See  LeOu  Fer< 
nindez — Dtxmmaxtot  para  la  Htatoria  de  Co»ta  Rtca,  vol.  VII, 
p.  188. 

"Leftn  FemAndez — Documentot,  VoL  V,  p.  100. 
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salubrious,  however,  was  occupied  by  the  Caribs, 
whom  Bishop  Thiel  classified  as  the  Guetares 
and  Viceitas.  According  to  well-established  be- 
lief, they  originated  in  Brazil,  whence  tiiey 
passed  into  Venezuela,  later  distributing  them- 
selves among  the  Antilles  and  along  the  coasts 
of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  to  which  they  gave  their 
name.  The  Guetares  lived  in  the  central  high- 
lands and  extended  themselves  along  the  slopes  of 
both  oceans  to  within  short  distances  of  the 
coasts.  They  formed  two  nations,  each  governed 
by  a  prince  or  leading  cacique.  The  two  princes 
who  governed  during  the  period  of  the  conquest 
were  Garabito  and  Guarco.'' 

The  domain  of  Garabito  began  at  the  Virilla 
River,  very  near  the  city  of  San  Jos^  (now  the 
capital  of  Costa  Rica),  and  extended  towards 
the  Pacific  as  far  as  the  Tilardn  and  La  Herra- 
dura  mountains.  The  principal  centers  of  pop- 
ulation were  in  the  valleys  of  the  Santa  Cruz, 
Facaca,  Tabarcia  and  Garabito.  The  domain  of 
Guarco  began  at  the  same  river,  Virilla,  and, 
after  crossing  the  Great  Cordillera,  extended  to- 
wards the'Atlantic  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  San  Juan  River,  on  one  side,  and  on  the 
other  to  Chirrip6,  the  frontier  of  Talamanca, 
embracing  the  valleys  of  the  Guarco,  Ujarraz, 

"Gnarco  died  daring  tbe  conquest  and  was  succeeded  by 
falB  Bon  Correqae,  wbo  was  bapUced  wltb  the  name  ot  Don 
Fernando  Correqae. 
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Orosf,  Tucurrique,  Atirro,  Moravia,  Chirrip6, 
Matina  and  the  plains  of  Santa  Clara  and  Tor- 
tuguero.  Because  of  their  geographical  situa- 
ticn,  the  two  Guetare  kingdoms  may  be  differ- 
entiated under  the  names  of  Eastern  Guet&res 
and  Western  Guetares.  The  capital  of  the  first 
was  located  in  the  Ujarraz  valley,  that  of  the 
second  in  the  valley  of  Garabito.  Both  king- 
doms were  subdivided  into  numerous  clans,  ruled 
by  predatory  caciq-ues.  To  such  an  extreme  was 
this  subdivision  carried  out  that  it  may  be  said 
that  each  family  separately  governed  itself,  but 
acknowledged  the  superior  authra^ty  of  their  re- 
spective kings,  each  of  whom  was  surrounded  by 
a  court  of  nobles. 

The  Guetares  were  crafty  and  great  lovers  of 
liberty.  The  specimens  brought  to  light  by 
archsological  research  and  attributed  to  them 
reveal  a  certain  degree  of  culture.  The  Cabildo 
(municipal  council)  of  Garcimufloz  describes 
than,  in  1562,"  as  follows:  "The  people  are 
rich,  well  disposed  and  not  addicted  to  the  cus- 
tom of  self  mutilation  for  sacrificial  purposes.'^ 
In  their  fabrics,  wearing  apparel  uid  commercial 
methods    they   imitate   the   Indians    of   Peru. 

"LeAn  Fernandez — Documentos,  VoL  III,  p.  IS. 

"This  refers  to  the  religious  ceremonial  prevailing  amongst 
the  Cborotegas  In  which  the  devotees  cat  themselves  In  varlons 
partM  of  the  body  and  sprinkled  their  blood  npon  thdr  Idola 
and  TotlTfl  offerings. 
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They  are  beautiful  of  countenance,  sharp  and 
sagacious,  leam  our  Spanish  language,  and, 
through  the  grace  of  G^,  will  leam  our  Chris- 
tian rehgion.  All  wear  gold  and  jewelry." 
y^quez  de  Coronado  says  of  them  that:^" 
"  They  are  of  a  lively  disposition,  warlike,  of 
greater  stature  than  others,  and  well  built.  In 
commercial  subtlety  they  imitate  the  Mexi- 
cans. They  wear  cotton  garments  of  extreme 
fineness  and  a  great  quantity  of  gold  of  all  de- 
grees of  fineness."  Like  the  Bruncas,  they  sac- 
rificed persons  of  other  races  to  their  gods  and 
the  spirits  of  their  parents.  They  possessed 
much  skill  in  the  art  of  working  gold  and  hid 
their  jewels,  as  they  valued  them  highly.  The 
wild  hog  and  other  wild  animals  were  domesti- 
cated, among  them  the  tapir,  the  meat  of  which 
was  much  esteemed  by  them,  and  the  wild  hog. 
In  singing,  dancing  and  drunkenness  they  found 
their  greatest  pleasure. 

The  other  branch  of  the  Caribs,  the  Viceitas, 
occupied  the  territory  of  Talamanca  and  the 
coasts  of  the  Atluitic  from  the  Matina  River  to 
the  country  of  the  Guaymis,  situated  opposite  to 
and  to  the  east  of  the  island  of  the  Escudo  de 
Veragua.  The  inhabitants  of  the  little  village 
of  Cariay,  discovered  by  Columbus  in  1502,  be- 

"Blcardo  rernfindez  Ouardia — Oartat  ic  Jvan  ViU^hm  4« 
Oonnado,  p.  13. 
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longed  to  this  race.  Later  the  Spaniards  called 
them  Tariacas,  or  Cariacas,^'  names  analo- 
^us  to  the  name  Cariay,  and  all  three  analogous 
to  the  name  Caraibs,  or  Caribs."*  It  may  be  as- 
sumed that  these  Caribs  of  Talamanca  and  of 
the  Atlantic  littoral  immigrated  to  Costa  Rica 
subsequently  to  their  brothers,  the  Guetares, 
from  whom  they  differed  but  little.  They  were 
extremely  bellicose  and  constantly  at  war,  to 
such  a  degree  indeed  that  the  Spaniards,  in  spite 
of  vigorous  and  repeated  endeavors,  were  never 
able  to  reduce  them  to  a  state  of  permanent  sub- 
mission, or  to  found  within  their  territory  any  en- 
during settlement. 

However,  though  these  five  indigenous  races 
that  were  established  in  Costa  Rica  spoke  dif- 
ferent languages,  practiced  distinct  religions  and 
lived  in  a  state  of  almost  continuous  warfare, 
they  resembled  each  other  in  many  of  their  cus- 
toms and  in  their  manner  of  living.  The  Coro- 
bicfs  spoke  the  language  of  that  name,  which  was 
reputed  to  be  very  beautiful,  and  it  is  probable 
that  from  it  is  derived  that  of  the  present  day 
Guatusos,  their  descendants — a  language  that 
differs  wholly  from  the  otiier  Indian  tongues  of 

"Lefin  FernAnilta—Docvmtntog,  Vol.  VI,  pp.  289.  296. 

"  In  Brazil  Uier«  Is  a  river  called  Oarlai,  an  affluent  of  the 
Xlngu,  and  in  Venemela  there  are  tvro  places  that  bear  the 
name  Cariaco.  The  name  Caracat  alao  would  aeem  to  have 
the  Mune  orlcliL 
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Costa  Rica.  The  language  of  the  Bruncas  is 
still  spoken  by  the  few  remaining  Indians  of 
BoTuca.  The  Chorotegas  spoke  Mangue;  the 
Nahuas,  NahuatI  or  Mexican.  The  Caribs  made 
use  of  several,  all  of  the  same  origin,  but  the 
dominant  tongue  among  them  was  the  Guetar, 
spoken  in  the  kingdoms  of  the  East  and  West. 
This  was  also  the  language  most  generally  used 
among  the  Viceitas.  From  it  are  derived  the 
present  dialects  of  Talamanca  and  T^rraba,  and 
the  circumstance  that  the  very  scarce,  pure- 
blooded  descendants'  of  the  Guetares  had  re- 
tained no  recollection  whatever  of  the  language 
of  their  ancestors  led  to  the  belief  that  this  lan- 
guage had  perished.  There  is  in  existence  a  doc- 
ument bearing  date  of  the  year  1617  that  proves 
that  Guetar  was  also  "  the  mother  tongue  and 
principal  language  "  of  Talamanca."^  This  ac- 
cords with  the  great  resemblance  existing  be- 
tween the  geographical  names  of  Guetar  origin 
and  those  of  Talamanca. 

Up  to  the  present  time  scarcely  any  study 
has  been  made  of  the  religions  of  the  Indians  of 
Costa  Rica.  From  the  available  meager  data 
respecting  them,  one  may  conclude  that  in 
general  they  believed  in  a  supreme  being,  who 
was  the  creator  of  all  things,  and  in  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul.    They  worshiped  the  sun,  the 

"L©6d  FemADdee — Documentot,  VoL  V,  p.  219. 
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moon  and  the  elements  of  nature,  personified  by 
the  gods  of  water,  fire  and  the  winds.  yTfae 
Bruncas  believed  that  the  first  man  was  bom  of 
a  seed  dropped  on  the  earth  by  an  owl  sent  by 
God;  the  Caribs  believed  that  men,  animals  and 
plants  alike  proceeded  from  seeds  sown  by  Sihd, 
tile  name  then  and  still  given  by  them  to  the 
Supreme  Being.  Both  made  frequent  human 
sacrifices  in  their  religious  ceremonials — the 
Caribs  on  the  occurrence  of  each  new  moon.  On 
the  death  of  a  master,  his  slaves  were  sacrificed 
in  order  that  they  might  serve  him  in  the  life  be- 
yond, and  arms,  household  utensils,  seeds  and 
jewels  were  deposited  for  the  same  purpose  in 
the  sepulcfaers,  or  tombs.  In  the  harvest  season 
great  reUgious  festivals  were  held,  at  which  there 
were  sacrifices,  votive  offerings,  dances,  singing 
and  much  dnmkenness. 

Only  the  Mangues  and  Nahuas,  following  the 
custom  of  the  Mexican  Indians,  ate  human  fiesh, 
which  was  considered  by  them  to  be  sacred  food, 
though  it  has  been  established  that  the  Chiche- 
mecas  of  Talamanca  had  abandoned  this  custom 
by  the  year  1540,  doubtless  because  of  their  hav- 
ing mixed  with  the  Caribs,  who  looked  upon  the 
custom  with  great  repugnance.  The  religion  of 
the  Nahuas  and  their  sanguinary  worship  of 
HuitzUopochtli,  the  God  of  War,  are  well 
known.     The  Mangues  worshiped  various  gods 
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and  looked  upon  the  sun  as  the  suprone  divinity, 
in  this  regard  resembling  the  Peruvians.  In  the 
celebration  of  certain  rites  they  sacrificed  men, 
extracting  the  heart,  which  they  offered  to  the 
Sim,  and  gashed  various  parts  of  the  body, 
sprinkling  with  its  blood  the  offerings  of  the 
products  of  the  soil  made  to  the  idols.  Yet  in 
spite  of  their  common  Mexican  origin,  liiese  two 
peoples  were  very  different. 

In  respect  of  social  relations,  the  status  main- 
tained by  all  the  aborigines  of  Costa  Rica  was 
very  similar.  There  were  two  castes :  the  nobility 
and  the  SCTvilg»Jjoth  hereditary  in  character. 
ObedienSe'lind  deference  to  the  cacique  and  to 
the  head  of  the  family  constituted  the  basis  of 
their  ethics.  The  priests,  who  were  also  the 
medical  men,  soothsayers  and  practicers  of 
witchcraft,  likewise  formed  a  privileged  class. 
The  rank  of  cacique  was  generally  transmitted 
through  the  women,  as  is  still  the  custom  in  Tala- 
manca.  They  were  governed  by  very  strict 
laws,  established  by  tradition,  and  which  were 
instantly  obeyed;  those  concerning  matrimony 
were  rigid  and  very  complicated.  The  ordinary 
occupations  of  the  men,  aside  from  war,  were 
hunting,  fishing,  agriculture  and  the  industrial 
arts;  the  women  devoted  themselves  to  domestic 
duties,  in  some  of  the  tribes  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil  and  the  spinning  of  cotton  cloth. 
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Generally  they  were  cleanly,  for  it  was  their 
custom  to  bathe  themselves  several  times  a  day. 
Suhmissive  as  they  were  to  the  authority  of  their 
superiors,  they,  however,  greatly  loved  their 
liberty.  Craft,  dissimulation  and  suspicion  were 
the  distinguishing  features  of  their  character. 
They  were  cruel  and  implacable  toward  their 
adversaries,  yet  exhibited  stoic  resignation  in 
misfortune.  The  sense  of  ownership  over  prop- 
erty was  not  deeply  rooted  in  them ;  among  the 
individuals  of  a  family  or  tribe  a  sort  of  fraternal 
coomiunism  prevailed. 

From  the  foregoing  description  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  aborigines  of  Costa  Rica  had  reached 
some  degree  of  culture,  yet  as  was  the  case  with 
all  primitive  Americans,  they  lacked  certain  ele- 
ments necessary  for  the  development  of  civilized 
Ufe,  such  as  iron,  cattle  yielding  milk  and  flesh, 
and  animals  for  use  as  beasts  of  burden  and  in 
agricultural  employments. 

In  a  very  rudimentary  manner  they  cultivated 
the  soil.  Their  implements  of  labor  consisted  of 
hatchets  of  stone,  copper  and  sometimes  of  gold, 
used  for  felling  trees  and  making  the  wooden 
stakes  with  which  they  planted  their  seed.  Only 
the  Mangues  used  spades,  which  they  made  of 
large  shells.  The  basis  of  their  food  was  maize, 
and  in  the  planting  of  the  grain  they  alternated 
the  fields,  to  avoid  exhaustion  of  the  soil.    They 
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also  maintained  permanent  plantations  of  cacao 
and  other  fruits.  In  many  of  the  industries  they 
were  very  skillful,  among  others  in  the  weaving  of 
cotton  and  the  manufacture  of  terra-cotta  cook- 
ing utensils.  Also  they  had  a  method  of  cutting 
and  carving  stone,  even  the  hardest,  by  some 
process  now  unknown,  and  made  golden  jewelry 
of  most  original  design,  first  modeling  the  fig- 
ure in  wax  and  afterwards  taking  an  impression 
of  it  by  covering  it  with  a  layer  of  clay.  When 
this  had  been  done,  the  clay  mold  so  formed  was 
baked  in  an  oven.  The  wax  melted  and  ran  out 
through  a  small  orifice,  and  the  gold,  having  been 
melted  in  a  crucible,  was  poured  into  its  place. 

In  the  N'ational  Museum  of  Costa  Rica  there 
are  many  specimens  taken  from  the  native  tombs 
or  sepulchers  that  reveal  an  artistic  taste  of  no 
small  degree  of  refinement,  notably  some  clay 
vessels  found  in  Nicoya,  which,  because  of  their 
grace  of  form  and  embossed  and  painted  decora- 
tions, lake  rank  as  veritable  works  of  art.  These 
Indians,  too,  were  skilled  in  wood  carving  but 
specimens  of  this  art  are  exceedingly  rare, 
for  naturally  they  have  been  destroyed  by 
the  action  of  the  elements.  The  drawings,  paint- 
ings and  sculptures  of  the  ancient  Indians  of 
Costa  Rica  represent  men,  animals  and  geomet- 
ric figures;  rarely  anything  else. 

The  principal  articles  of  the  commerce  in 
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which  they  engaged  were  slaves,  golden  orna- 
ments, cacao,  fruits,  cotton  cloth,  pottery,  cha- 
quiras  (beads  made  from  shells  from  which 
necklaces  were  fashioned),  also  rosin  from  the 
caraHa  tree  (used  in  embalming  bodies),  tapirs 
and  wild  hogs,  domesticated  for  killing  at  their 
festivals,  and  maize.  Their  dwellings  consisted 
of  lofty  huts  in  the  form  of  cones,  built  of  rough, 
forked  poles  or  cane  stalks  and  covered  with 
dried  palm  leaves  skillfully  interlaced.  To  these 
huts  the  Spaniards  gave  the  name  of  palenque 
when  they  were  of  large  dimensions.  But,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Chorotegas,  who  had  towns 
of  some  importance,  and  the  Cotos,  who  main- 
tained fortified  villages,  the  Indians  were  scat- 
tered  over  the  country  and  did  not  group  them- 
selves in  conmiimities  of  more  than  three  or  four 
pedenques.  The  Viceitas  located  their  houses  on 
the  summits  of  the  hills  for  better  defense  against 
attacks  of  their  enemies.  Up  to  the  present  time 
in  Costa  Rica  no  ruins  have  been  found  of  any 
ancient  cities  built  of  stone,  such  as  exist  in 
Mexico,  Guatemala  and  Honduras. 

According  to  the  calculations  of  Bishop  Thiel, 
the  population  of  Costa  Rica  at  the  period  of 
the  discovery  and  conquest  of  the  country  by  the 
Spaniards  reached  barely  27,200,  distributed  as 
follows;  Corobicfs  and  Votos,  900;  Borucas,  or 
Bruncas,  1,000;  Chorotegas,  18,200;  Nahuas,  or 


,.,.d.i.Cooglc 


as  HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

Aztecs,  400;  Caribs.  11,700  (8,500  Guetares  and 
8,200  Viceitas).  At  first  sight  these  figures  ap- 
pear to  be  too  small  when  compared  with  the 
stories  told  by  the  conqimtadores,  who  speak  of 
great  numbers  of  Indians;  but  on  this  point  ac- 
count must  be  taken  of  the  tendency  of  the 
Spaniards  to  exaggerate  in  their  reports  of  the 
richness  and  population  of  the  conquered  coim- 
tries  in  order  to  enhance  the  importance  of  their 
personal  achievements.  In  contrast  with  this, 
all  the  documents  of  the  colonial  period  speak 
of  the  sc^^ity  of  the  Indians,  and  these  latter 
statements  are  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  to-day  in  Costa  Rica  very  few  pure  repre- 
sentatives of  the  aboriginal  races,  which  is  the 
reverse  of  the  condition  existing  in  other  coun- 
tries of  Central  America  that  were  conquered 
and  governed  in  the  same  manner. 
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CHAPTER  II 

DiSCOTEKY    OF    THE    ATLANTIC    CoABT    OF    CoSTA    RiCA 

BY  Chkibtofhek  Columhits — Indian  Viu^ob  of 
Cabiay  and  the  Island  of  QumiBSi — Chakactes 
AND  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants — ^Tke  Bay  or 

ZOEO  B  AB  6 VeBAGV  A 

TEN  years  had  passed  since  the  dawn  of  that 
12th  day  of  October,  1492,  when  like  an 
apparition  the  island  of  Guanahani  arose 
before  Columbus  out  of  the  dread  Sea  of  Dark- 
ness— ten  years  prolific  in  discoveries.  Hayti, 
Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  Jamaica,  Martinique,  Trini- 
dad and  many  otiiers  of  the  Antilles  made  their 
appearance  in  succession  before  the  caravels  of 
the  dauntless  navigator;  and  finally,  on  the  1st 
of  August,  1408,  l^e  last  veil  that  had  shrouded 
the  mystery  of  the  new  world  had  been  torn 
asunder  and,  in  its  turn,  the  American  continent 
had  burst  from  the  immensity  of  the  Atlantic, 
greeting  him  with  one  of  its  marvels,  the  delta 
of  the  ttinoco. 

The  great  man,  however,  did  not  know  that  he 
had  come  upon  a  new  world;  he  always  believed 
that  these  strange  lands  were  the  sentinels  of 
Asia.  But,  with  an  intuition  peculiar  to  his 
genius,  he  surmised  that  there  must  exist  some- 
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where  among  them  a  passage  to  the  Indian 
Ocean  and  thus  reached  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  foimd  in  the  latitude  of  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  then  still  undiscovered.  At  that 
point  he  hoped  to  find  a  strait.  The  search  for 
it  was  the  motive  for  his  fourth  and  last  voyage. 
Once  more  he  set  sail  from  Ciidiz  on  the 
11th  of  May,  1502.  Included  in  his  ships* 
company  were  his  brother  Bartolom6,  his  illegit- 
imate son  Fernando,  a  youth  of  thirteen  years, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  men  distributed 
among  the  four  ships:  Capitana,  Santiago  de 
Polos,  Gallega  and  Fizctdna.  The  squadron 
steered  first  for  the  fortified  Lusitanian  city  of 
Arzila  on  the  Moroccan  coast,  which  was  under- 
going a  siege  by  the  Moors,  and  which  Columbus 
wished  to  relieve  in  passing.  He  found,  however, 
that  the  blockade  had  been  raised.  Then,  aided 
by  favorable  winds,  he  continued  the  voyage, 
dropping  anchor  off  the  Grand  Canary  four  days 
after  his  departure  f rcnn  Arzila.  Later  he  made 
port  at  Santa  Lucia  and  Martinique,  and  then, 
because  of  the  unseaworthy  condition  of  the  Gal- 
lega, pnx^eded  to  the  island  of  Espaftola 
(Hayti)  in  search  of  another  vessel,  this  in  spite 
of  a  formal  prohibition  against  entering  that  port 
which  had  been  imposed  upon  him  as  a  result  of 
those  early  disturbances  in  the  colony  that 
brought  about  the  imprisonment  of  the  Admiral 
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and  his  brotiiers  and  their  deportation  to  Spain, 
in  1500,  by  the  Comendador,^  Francisco  de  Bo- 
badilla. 

On  the  20th  of  June  he  arrived  oflf  the  colony 
of  Santo  Dppiingo,  at  that  time  under  the  gov- 
ernorship of  Fray  "Nicolds  de  Ovando,  and  hove 
to  a  league  from  land.  The  Governor  abso- 
lutely denied  satisfaction  in  response  to  Colum- 
bus' petitions.  Not  only  was  he  forbidden  to 
disembark,  in  accordance  with  an  order  emanat- 
ing from  the  Crown,  but  he  was  prevented  from 
securing  the  needed  vessel,  either  by  purchase 
or  exchange.  The  Admiral  thereupon  sought 
permission  at  least  to  take  refuge  within  the 
port  imtU  a  severe  storm  should  have  passed, 
which,  according  to  his  calculations,  was  then 
approaching,  and  in  this  had  no  better  success. 
Doubtless  the  GJovemor  believed  the  request  to 
be  but  a  mere  pretext,  for  the  weather  at  the 
moment  was  clear  and  quiet. 

Nothing  remained  to  Columbus,  therefore, 
but  to  resume  the  voyage,  though  before  leav- 
ing he  again  repaired  to  Fr.  Nicohis  de  Ovando, 
this  time,  however,  not  to  seek  a  favor,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  a  great  service  both  to 
his  royal  patrons  and  his  own  enemies.  Aware 
that  a  fleet  composed  of  thirty  ships,  laden  with 
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riches,  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  Santo  Do- 
mingo for  Spain,  he  sent  a  message  advising 
that  the  fleet  be  detained  for  eight  days  until 
the  threatened  storm  should  have  passed.  Un- 
fortunately the  sailors  proved  skeptical;  even 
the  most  favorably  inclined  accused  him  of  be- 
ing a  foreboder  of  evil  and  a  false  prophet,  and 
so  the  fleet  set  sail  and  perished  almost  in  its 
entirety  within  view  of  the  people  of  the  island 
— a  victim  of  the  Antillean  hurricane  that  the 
Admiral's  extraordinary  genius  had  enabled 
him  to  foresee.  In  the  catastrophe,  Bobadilla, 
Rolddn  and  many  other  enemies  of  Columbus 
met  their  deaths;  before  the  terrified  gaze  of  the 
onlookers,  the  waves  swallowed  up  100,000 
pesos — an  enormous  simi  for  those  times,  and 
a  fabulous  nugget  of  pure  gold  valued  at  8,600 
casteUanos.'^ 

Columbus  then  sought  shelter  at  Puerto  Her- 
moso  on  the  western  side  of  the  island.  Later 
he  went  to  the  port  of  Yaquimo,'  and,  on  the 
I4th  of  July,  proceeded  on  his  way,  beset  by 
calms,  powerful  currents  that  carried  him  near 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Jamaica,  and  violent 
storms  in  which  many  times  he  was  in  danger 
of  being  lost.    "  Other  tempests  have  been  ex- 

'The  value  of  tbls  sum  may  be  stated  to  be  in  excess  of 
120,000  at  tbe  present  value  ol  money. 
■Jacmel,  in  UaTtL 
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perienced,"  he  writes  to  the  Catholic  Kings,* 
"  but  none  of  such  long  duration  or  so  terrify- 
ing-." The  vessels  were  reduced  to  a  most  deplor- 
able condition,  taking  water  through  many  open- 
ings. The  violent  winds  had  destroyed  the 
sails;  many  anchors  and  small  boats  were  miss- 
ing. The  crews  were  greatly  weakened  by  fa- 
tigue and  the  discouragements  that  had  weighed 
down  the  hearts  of  all,  yet  with  invincible  resist- 
ance the  great  soul  of  Columbus  met  the  wrath 
of  nature  loosed  against  his  fragile  barks.  The 
iUustrious  mariner  was  prostrated  by  his  cruel 
sufferings  and  bowed  beneath  the  weight  of 
years,  but  he  did  not  give  up.  Racked  with 
acute  rheumatic  pains,  he  lay  helpless  in  a  little 
cabin  constructed  by  his  orders  on  the  deck  of 
the  Capitana,  and  from  that  post  directed  the 
course  of  his  ships. 

On  the  80th  nf  .^.Tuly  hp  dj^covered  the  island 
of  Guanaja,  near  the  Gulf  of  Honduras.  Here 
he  captured  a  great  canoe,  eight  feet  wide  and 
as  long  as  a  galley,  which  had  approached  irosn 
the  west.  This  vessel,  covered  over  by  an  awn- 
ing of  matting  impervious  to  rain,  was  laden 

'  Navarrete — VoL  I,  p.  296.  Letter  from  ChrlBtopher  Colnm- 
buB  to  tbe  CatboUc  Kings,  written  at  Jamaica  on  the  7th  of 
July,  1503.  The  name  of  Catholic  Kings  la  given  to  Qneen 
Isabel  I.  of  GastUe  and  to  Klag  Fernando  V.  of  Aragfin,  whose 
marriage  bronght  the  nnlon  of  the  aeveral  klngdoma  In  which 
Spain  waa  parceled  In  the  XVth  centiuT. 
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with  merchandise,  richly  embroidered  manta^  of 
cotton,  sleeveless  shirts,  hatchets  and  disks  of 
copper,  bells,  cacao,  crucibles  for  melting  metals 
and  wooden  swords  with  flint-edged  blades,  en- 
closed in  sheaths.*  The  canoe  was  manned  by 
twenty-five  men;  also  there  were  several  women, 
who  on  coming  aboard  the  CapUana  modestly 
covered  then*  bodies  with  their  cotton  manta». 
With  the  exception  of  an  old  man,  who  was 
pressed  into  service  as  a  guide,  the  Admiral 
granted  them  all  their  liberty.  This  old  man, 
when  questioned  respecting  places  where  gold 
was  to  be  found,  pointed  towards  the  east. 
/~  In  AugustXolumhusdiscovered  the  continent 
of  North  America  and  dropped  anchor  at  the  ^ 
headland  of  Cajinas,  or  Cape  Honduras,  where, 
>.  on  the  14th,  his  men  landed  and  celebrated  mass, 
the  Adelantado ''  Don  Bartolome  assisting. 
From  that  point,  keeping  always  close  to'  th< 
coast  in  search  of  the  elusive  strait,  and  strug- 
gling continuously  with  the  tempestuous  seas, 
he  continued  the  voyage  eastward.  On  the  12th 
of  September  he  doubled  the  cape  to  which  he 

'Blanket-like  ganueotB  resembling  Bhawls.     Translator. 

*  Las  CBS&B—Eiatoria  de  la»  India*,  VoL  III,  p.  109. 

•The  rank  of  Governor  of  a  Province,  given  bj  the  Crown 
to  Ita  great  captains  whose  armies  gradually  advanced  the 
Boverelgnty  of  Spain  over  all  of  the  Moorish  provinces  of  the 
Peninsula ;  the  title  was  then,  by  way  of  analogy,  bestowed  on 
the  leaders  of  the  early  adventurers  who  pushed  forward  tbe 
limits  of  the  SpanlBta  domain  in  the  new  world — from  ode- 
(oNdir,  to  advance,  to  go  forward.    Tratuiator. 
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gave  the  name  of  Gracias  i  Dios  ("  Thanks  be 
to  God  "),  for  from  this  point  on  the  weather 
improved,  and  here  the  old  guide  from  Guana j  a 
was  given  his  liberty.  On  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber Columbus  lost  one  of  the  Visxain^s  boats  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Desastre "  River,  so  called  be- 
cause of  this  event.  Still  keeping  always  close 
to  die  coast,  he  thence  continued  his  exploration, 
and  at  length  hove  to  between  a  small  island 
called  Quiribri  and  the  village  of  Cariay,  on  the 
mainland. 

According  to  the  distances  marked  out  on  the 
chart  of  the  escnbano  (notary),  Diego  de  Por^ 
ras,  a  fellow-voyager  of  the  Admiral,  Cariay  was 
undoubtedly  located  within  Costa  Rican  terri- 
tory.' It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  situa- 
tion of  the  place  corresponds  with  that  of  the 
port  of  Lim6n."  The  little  island  of  Quiribrf 
is  'known  to-day  by  the  name  of  La  Uvita 
(Grape  Key).  On  Sunday,  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1502,"  Columbus  cast  anchor  at  Cariay,  and 
determined  to  remain  in  the  Uttle  bayior  several 
days  in  order  to  repair  his  ships  and  give  his  men, 

•Very  probably  the  river  Rama  In  Nlcaracna. 

■LeOn  FerD&aiet—Siatoria  de  Cotta  Bica,  pp.  624,  52S. 

"Bernardo  Augnato  Thlel,  Bishop  of  Costa  Rica — Supple- 
ment to  the  Qacela,  No.  118,  of  November  18,  1900. 

"Cleto  QoToAlez  VlQuez— E(  Notldero,  No.  991,  of  Septem- 
ber 27,  190e.  1^8  Caeas  fixes  the  date  of  Columbos'  arrival  at 
Cariay  as  September  2&tb,  but  Sefior  Oonz&lez  Vfqnes  ahowa 
clearly  that  this  la  an  error. 
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who  were  sick  and  exhausted  from  their  severe 
labors,  a  short  rest.  The  beauty  of  the  main- 
land, covered  with  splendid  forests,  lofty  green 
mountains  and  fresh  rivers,  the  agreeableness  of 
Quiribri  Island,  which  the  Admiral  called  La 
Huerta  ^'  because  it  appeared  to  be  "  a  garden 
of  delight "  {as  Fr.  Bartolom^  de  las  Casas 
says),  the  aspect  of  the  natives,  who  went  about 
clothed  and  wearing  golden  eagles  at  their 
throats,  and  the  great  number  of  rare  animals  to 
be  seen  there,  all  added  to  the  wonder  and  ad- 
miration the  new  world  had  inspired  in  the  dis- 
coverers. 

Armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  clubs  and 
sharp  palm-wood  spears,  however,  the  natives 
of  Cariay,-  on  descrying  the  ships,  grouped 
themselves  in  a  hostile  attitude  on  the  shore  of 
a  river  that  ran  beside  their  village."    Under  or- 

"The  Orchard. 

**  The  LlmOn  or  Cieoefnilta  Hlver,  to  which  the  natlTee  gave 
the  name  of  Carlarf — that  ts,  the  river  ot  Garlay.  The  present 
day  ludlaos  of  Talamanca  call  It  Quereidf  and  give  the  name 
Querej'  Ut  the  port  Bernardo  Augosto  Thlel — Supplement  to 
the  aaceta.  No.  118,  of  November  18,  1900.  Father  Las  Caaaa 
and  Don  Fernando  Colnmbus  speak  of  a  great  river.  The 
JAmOn  1b  a  small  rlver,  although  navigable  at  its  mouth. 
Furthermore,  there  are  IndlcatiouB  that  It  drained  the  waters 
of  the  Banano. 

General  Don  Fernando  Frandsco  de  Elacobedo,  President  of 
the  Audlencla  of  Guatemala,  in  a  report  addressed  to  the  King 
In  1876,  mafces  the  following  statement:  "Very  near  this 
Portete  there  is  the  outlet  of  a  river  called  Caroy  which  forms 
a  large  bay  with  an  entrance  narrow  and  short,  and  In  this 
entrance  is  an  islet  very  well  suited  for  a  fortlScatlon  for 
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ders  that  no  one  should  land  until  they  had 
quieted  down,  the  Admiral  sent  several  small 
boats  ashore.  Whereupon,  convinced  by  this  that 
there  was  no  purpose  to  molest  them,  the  natives 
changed  their  attitude,  and  making  signs  to  the 
Spaniards  to  land  on  the  beach,  waved  their  cot- 
ton manias  in  the  air  after  the  fashion  of  flags, 
as  a  token  of  invitation  to  barter.  Finally,  see- 
ing that  these  signals  produced  no  effect,  the 
more  venturesome  plunged  into  the  water  and 
swam  out  to  the  boats  with  their  merchandise; 
but,  by  express  command  of  Columbus,  whose 
idea  was  to  convey  the  impression  that  neither 
he  nor  his  followers  were  covetous  of  their  pos- 
sessions, the  crews  gave  them  various  trifles  as 
presents  but  would  accept  nothing  in  return/* 
On  their  part,  the  Indians  showed  an  increasing 
desire  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  the 
strangers.  > 

On  Wednesday,  the  21st  of  September,  the 
boats  having  again  approached  the  shore,  an  old 
man  of  most  respectable  mien  came  down  to 
them,  carrying  in  his  hand  a  flag  flying  from  the 
end  of  a  pole,  and  accompanied  by  two  little 

defense  of  Uie  two  chatmets  at  the  sides  of  the  islet"  LeAn 
FeraADdeE — Docummtot,  Vol. -VIII,  p.  Ma 

"In  tbis  connecUon,  Don  Fernando  Golnmbns  states  In  Us 
HUtorta  del  Almirante  de  las  Indiat,  Don  Criitibal  Ooltfn, 
chap.  XGI ;  "  ■  *  ■  The  Admiral  was  csreful  on  this 
Torage  to  take  nothing  away  wltb  him  beyond  specimens  of 
thlnei  found  on  the  shores  visited." 
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girls  of  eleven  and  twelve  years  of  age,  gaily 
decorated  and  wearing  about  their  necks  orna- 
ments of  gold.  He  made  the  girls  enter  one  of 
the  boats,  and,  later,  by  gesticulations,  indicated 
to  the  Spaniards  that  they  could  disembark  with- 
out fear.  On  this  he  insisted  so  strongly  that 
the  sailors  resolved  to  go  ashore  for  water.  No 
sooner  had  they  set  foot  on  land  than  they  found 
a  well-made  pack  containing  all  the  articles  they 
had  bestowed  upon  the  Indians  at  Cariay  sev- 
eral days  before.  The  Padre  Las  Casas,  always 
favorably  incUned  towards  the  Indians,  thinks 
that  they  did  this  because  of  a  high  sense  of 
honor,  but  Don  Fernando  Columbus,  an  eye 
witness,  and  probably  all  the  others  present,  at- 
tributed the  act  to  fear  of  witchcraft,  to  which, 
as  indicated  by  appearances,  the  people  of  Car- 
iay were  much  addicted.  For  instance,  on  the 
approach  of  strangers,  the  Indians  would  cast 
into  the  air  certain  powders  that  liberated  an 
odorous  vapor.  But  it  is  probable  that  these 
demonstrations  were  merely  to  show  respect, 
judging  from  the  experiences  noted  by  Hemdn 
Cortes  and  his  soldiers  in  Mexico."* 

However  that  may  be,  in  order  to  show  their 
pacific  intentions,  the  Indians  never  failed  to 

"Bomal  Dtaat  del  Castillo — Hiitoria  veriadera  de  la  txm- 
quMa  de  la  Nueva  Etpaiia,  VoL  I,  p.  114,  of  the  011I7  edition 
made  from  tbe  aaclent  holograpMc  manoacript  of  Don  Oenaro 
Garcia.    Mexico,  1004. 
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keep  at  a  distance  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
the  Spaniards  remained  on  shore.  Once  when 
the  latter  had  returned  to  the  boats  with  the 
water  and  were  preparing  to  set  out  for  their 
ships,  the  old  man  of  the  flag  again  approached, 
this  time  with  several  youths,"  who  also  wore 
guanines  "  about  their  necks,  and  made  signs 
that  they  wished  to  be  taken  aboard,  togetiier 
with  the  two  little  girls.  After  much  urging  by 
the  old  man,  the  Spaniards  took  them  out  to  the 
ships,  where  the  Admiral  received  them  with 
great  kindness,  and  caused  food  to  be  given 
them,  but  ordered  also  that  clothing  be  brought 
to  the  girls,  whose  astonishing  immodesty  and 
boldness  in  the  presence  of  men,  particularly 
strangers,  occasioned  the  greatest  surprise  among 
all,  and  incited  Columbus  to  apply  to  them  the 
most  infamous  name  that  could  be  applied  to  a 
woman.**  With  a  proper  regard  to  decency, 
therefore,  he  immediately  had  them  taken  back 
to  land.  On  the  beach  were  gathered  fifty  In- 
dians, who  appeared  greatly  rejoiced  at  seeing 
tile  girls  and  young  men  returned  to  them  safe 
and  sound.  A^  the  old  man  was  among  them,  it 
was  to  him  that  they  were  delivered.  Later,  the 
boats  having  again  gone  ashore  and  encountered 
the  same  Indians,  the  little  girls,  who  were  still 

"Don  FeniftDdo  Golnmboa.    lUd. 

**  Ornaments  of  gold  of  a  low  standard. 

"Navanete.    fNd. 
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with  them,  returned  to  the  Spaniards  eveiytlung 
that  had  been  given  them  aboard  the  ship.  The 
others  who  had  visited  it  with  them  did  likewise. 

The  day  following,  Don  Bartolome  Columbus 
having  gone  ashore  on  a  tour  of  investigation, 
two  of  the  principal  men  among  the  natives  went 
out  to  receive  him  at  the  boat.  £ach,  with  dem- 
onstrations of  respect,  took  him  by  the  arm  and 
induced  him  to  sit  beside  them  on  the  grass,  but 
when  Don  Bartolome  began  to  question  them 
and  caused  a  scrivener  to  take  down  their  an- 
swers, the  Indians  were  greatly  terrified  at  the 
sight  of  pen  and  paper  and  nearly  all  of  them 
ran  away — in  the  belief,  no  doubt,  that  these 
utensils  had  to  do  with  evil  spirits. 

-When  the  ships  had  been  repaired  and  pro- 
visioned with  all  they  had  need  of,  the  Admiral 
decided  to  resume  the  voyage.  Before  doing  so, 
however,  he  sent  Don  Bartolom6  back  to  the 
shore  with  several  soldiers  and  instructions  to  go 
about  among  the  Indian  hamlets  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  idea  of  the  country  and  its 
inhabitants.  On  the  2nd  of  October  the  Ade- 
lantado  visited  some  of  the  near-by  palenques. 
In  one  of  the  largest  of  them,  built  of  wood  and 
roofed  with  matted  reeds,  he  noted  with  sur- 
prise that  the  Indians  had  sepulchers,  in  which 
he  found  embahned  bodies  enveloped  in  cotton 
manias  and  adorned  with  golden  ornaments  and 
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strings  of  beads.  The  sepulchers  themselves 
were  covered  by  boards  and  carved  with  figures 
representing  men  and  animals. 

These  and  otter  evidences  of  the  accomplish- 
ments of  the  natives  of  Cariay  led  the  Admiral 
to  form  a  very  good  opinion  of  them,  with  the 
result  that  he  concluded  to  carry  one  away  with 
him  to  serve  as  a  guide  along  the  coast.  By  his 
orders  seven  were  captured.  Of  these  he  selected 
two  who  appeared  to  be  of  the  principal  men 
of  the  place.  The  others  he  liberated  after  hav- 
ing beguiled  them  by  meuis  of  gifts  and  other 
marks  of  friendship  into  believing  that  those  he 
was  detaining  were  to  be  held,  not  as  prisoners, 
but  merely  in  the  capacity  of  guides.  Neverthe- 
less the  Indians,  either  because  they  did  not  un- 
derstand Columbus*  intention  or  because  they 
did  not  assent  to  his  purpose,  assembled  in  great 
numbers  on  the  beach  the  following  morning, 
bearing  metal  omunents,  mantaa,  cotton  shirts 
and  other  articles  in  which  it  was  their  custom 
to  trade,  and  despatched  four  of  their  number  to 
the  Capitana  to  negotiate  for  the  release  of  the 
prisoners.  But  the  Admiral,  more  and  more  ad- 
miring the  intelligence  of  these  people,  did  not 
permit  himself  to  be  moved  by  their  prayers  or 
offerings,  but  adhered  to  his  determination  to 
take  the  guides  away  with  him  and  got  rid  of  the 
emissaries  with  plausible  arguments  and  some 
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trifling  presents,  which  he  caused  to  be  given 
them  in  exchange  for  two  pigs  that  had  been 
brought  off  to  him  from  shore  as  a  present. 
When  he  sailed  away  from  Cariay,  the  Indians 
were  very  much  incensed  over  the  plight  of  their 
comrades.  This  perhaps  was  the  origin  of  the 
implacable  hatred  of  Spaniards  that  was  always 
shown  in  the  years  following  by  the  natives  of 
that  coast. 

From  the  data  that  have  come  down  to  us  con- 
cerning the  Indians  of  Cariay,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  they  had  attained  a  culture  comparable  with 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  coast  of 
Mexico.  "  They  were  of  a  very  amiable  disposi- 
tion," writes  Diego  de  Porras,  '*  very  acute,  in- 
quisitive and  displayed  much  surprise  and  in- 
terest in  whatever  was  shown  them."  Fray  Bar- 
tolom^  de  Las  Casas  tells  us  that  they  were 
"  the  best  of  the  peoples  •  *  *  met  with  up  to 
that  time," — "  the  most  intelligent,"  says  Don 
Fernando  Columbus.  The  men  had  long  hair, 
which  they  wore  in  braids,  wound  about  the  head; 
the  women  wore  theirs  short.  These  Indians  cul- 
tivated, and  knew  the  art  of  weaving  cotton; 
from  it  they  made  the  mantas  and  sleeveless  shirts 
that  constituted  their  clothing.  According  to 
Diego  de  Porras,  the  women  wore  small  kerchiefs 
made  of  maatate}^  They  were  familiar  too  with 
'Textile  naed  hj  the  Indlaiis  for  dotblng,  wblcb  was  mads 
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the  art  of  making  gold  ornaments  in  the  shape  of 
eaglets,  which  they  hmig  from  their  neck;  also, 
judging  from  their  mortuary  structures  and  the 
designs  on  the  tablets  that  covered  their  sepul- 
chers,  they  were  not  strangers  to  the  rudiments 
of  the  wood  carver's  art.  They  also  embalmed 
bodies,'**  and  possessed  other  accomplishments 
which  the  historians  do  not  specify.  In  this  con- 
nection, Columbus  himself  writes:  "  They  told 
me  of  other  arts,  and  most  excellent.  •  •  •  They 
say  that  over  there  are  great  mines  of  copper.  I 
saw  axes  and  other  objects  wrought,  molded 
and  soldered  in  that  metal,  and  forges  equipped 
with  all  the  paraphernalia  of  the  silversmith; 
likewise  CTucibles.  The  people  wear  clothes;  in 
that  province  may  be  seen  cotton  mantaa,  some 
of  them  most  cunningly  embroidered,  others 
skillfully  painted  in  colors  by  means  of  small 
brushes." 

The  charge  of  witchcraft  does  not  seem  un- 
mmted  when  one  considers  that  the  Spaniards 
also  gave  credit  to  similar  myths.  Often,  as  is  re- 
lated by  the  Admiral  in  his  famous  letter  from 

from  the  bark  of  tbe  tree  called  maitate,  and  also  from  that 
of  the  mbber  tree.    Tranglator. 

"With  ft  reelnoDS  gum.  For  a  knowledge  of  the  arts  and 
enatoiDfl  of  onr  Indiana  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  one  should  read 
the  memorial  which,  In  1610,  EVay  Angustln  de  Ceballoe  ad- 
dressed to  the  King.  It  agrees  perfectly  with  the  relations 
of  Columbns,  of  bU  son  Don  Fernando  and  the  Padre  Las 
Casas.  LeOn  FemAndes — CoUccUh  de  Docwnentot  para  la 
BMoria  Costa  Rica,  VoL  V,  p.  ISO. 
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Jamaica,'*  they  believed  themselves  to  have  been 
bewitched.  What  does  strike  one  as  strange  is 
the  facility  with  which  the  Indians  of  Cariay  en- 
tered into  relations  with  the  discoverers,  who 
must  have  appeared  in  their  eyes  as  extraordi- 
nary beings,  yet  this  may  be  explained  by  the 
custom  they  undoubtedly  had  of  trading  with 
strangers.  It  is  known  to  be  a  fact  that  Mexi- 
can navigators  ventured  along  the  coasts  of  Cen- 
tral America  in  their  great  canoes.''  The  one 
captured  at  Guanaja  probably  came  from  Yu- 
catan. The  wooden  swords  with  flint-edged 
blades  were  of  Aztec  origin;  no  others  were  used 
by  the  warriors  of  that  nation."  As  to  the  in- 
cense employed  as  a  mark  of  respect,  no  trace 
of  it  was  afterwards  found  among  the  Indians 
of  Costa  Rica,  and  it  is  permissible  to  conclude 
from  this  that  the  Cariay  Indians  got  this  also 
from  the  Anahuac  (Mexican)  traders.  Their 
barter  with  these  traders  also  explains  the  send- 
ing aboard  ship  of  the  gaily  adorned  youths  and 
young  girls,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  licentious 
customs  of  the  Mexicans,  especially  those  who 
inhabited  the  Atlantic  coast  of  that  coxmtry.'* 

■* "  When  I  Balled  upon  tbat  sea,  worn  out  bjr  fatigue,  maaj 
were  convinced  Uiat  we  were  bewltcbed,  and  even  to  tliis  day 
the  belief  poaBeeaes  them." 

"Braaseur  de  Bourbaurg—BUtotre  (te>  Natlont  cMHt^ea 
du  Meirique  et  de  I'Am^rique  Oentrale,  VoL  III,  p.  432. 
L«Sn  Fernflndez— iSid,  Voi  V,  p.  243. 

"Bernal  Dlaa  del  CastlUo— iMd,  VoL  I,  pp.  180,  282. 

'•nut.,  VoL  II,  p.  476.    IQ  1510  HeraaD  SOnchez  de  Badajox 
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After  having  remained  seventeen  days  at  Car- 
iay,  the  Admiral  weighed  anchor,  on  the  5th  of 
October,  and  set  out  in  quest  of  Zorobar6,  one  of 
the  places  mentioned  by  the  old  man  seized  at 
Guanaja  as  being  ridi  in  gold.  The  following 
day  he  discovered  the  splendid  bay  that  bears  his 
name.*'  From  the  briefness  of  the  sail,  it  may 
be  remarked  in  passing,  it  is  self-evident  that 
Cariay  lay  within  Costa  Rican  territory,  above 
aU  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  dur- 
ing this  part  of  his  fourth  voyage,  Columbus 
never  journeyed  at  night  for  fear  of  passing  the 
strait  without  seeing  it.'" 

The  ships  entered  through  channels  that  sep- 
arated the  islands  as  by  streets,  some  so  narrow 
that  the  rigging  touched  the  branches  of  the 
trees — "  a  very  refreshing  and  beautiful  sight," 
says  the  Padre  Las  Casas.  Anchors  down,  Co- 
lumbus despatched  his  boats  to  an  island  where 
some  twenty  canoes  were  seen,  fashioned  from 
tree  trunks.  On  the  beach  were  Indians,  naked 
except  for  mirrors  or  disks  of  fine  gold,  which 
some  wore  at  the  neck;  others  wore  eaglets  of  a 

came  upon  a  colony  of  Mexican  Indians  at  Talamanca,  aa  did 
Visqaee  de  Coronado  In  1564. 

■  Almlrante  Bay,  or  ZorobarS. 

"'Never  for  a  single  day  did  he  separate  himself  from  the 
coast  of  tlila  land  and  every  night  he  anchored  off  ahore." 
Diego  de  Poiras — ReUuHdn  del  viage  4  de  la  tierra  agora 
nuevameitte    deac«Merta    por    el    Mmirante    Don    Orittibat 
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baser  metal  (guanin) ."  They  showed  no  fear, 
and,  at  the  instance  of  the  Cariay  guides,  were 
persuaded  to  trade  tiieir  jewelry  for  gewgaws 
from  CastUe.  Among  the  trinkets  was  a  mirror 
weighing  ten  ducats  that  was  secured  in  exchange 
for  three  hawk  bells.  The  gold,  the  Indians  said, 
came  from  the  mainland,  where  at  a  spot 
near  by  it  could  be  found  in  great  abundance. 
The  Spaniards,  no  doubt  wholly  unconscious  of 
the  sin  of  covetousness  at  the  sight  of  gold  of 
such  fine  quality,  returned  to  the  shore  Uie  next 
day,  October  7th,  but  found  that  many  more  ca- 
noes filled  with  Indians  had  assembled,  who  re- 
fused resolutely  to  continue  the  profitable  ex- 
change. For  this  offense  two  of  them  were 
seized  and  brought  into  the  presence  of  Colum- 
bus, who  had  the  Cariay  guides  question  them 
concerning  the  location  of  the  place  from  which 
the  gold  was  mined.  In  reply  they  named  a 
place  one  or  two  days'  joiuTiey  away,  where  they 
said  much  of  that  metal  was  to  be  found.  The 
mirror  worn  by  one  of  these  Indians  weighed 
fourteen  ducats,  the  eaglet  of  the  other  twenty- 
two. 

"The  eaglets  and  otber  Jewelry  In  tlie  shape  of  anlmala 
were  nearly  always  of  gold  of  a  low  standard  or  nuanln,  on 
acconnt  of  the  great  quantity  of  copper  which  they  need  as 
an  alloy  In  casting  them.  This  was  not  the  case  with  the 
mirrors  or  disks,  which  were  hammered.  LeAn  Fernftndes — 
tUd.  ToL  T,  p.  1IS8.    Memorial  of  Fray  Angustin  de  CebaUos, 

leio. 
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According  to  Diego  de  Poixas,  the  women  of 
Zorobard  wore  small  kerchiefs,  after  the  man- 
ner of  those  in  Cariay,  but  the  men  went  entirely 
naked,  their  bodies  painted  in  black  and  white 
and  their  faces  with  red. 

From  the  bay  of  Zorobar6  Columbus  next 
passed  to  the  bay  of  Aburend,*^  which  latter  was 
in  every  respect  similar  to  that  of  Zorabar6. 
Continuing,  he  came  in  sight  of  an  island,  which 
they  called  £1  £scudo  (The  Shield)."'  situated 
fifteen  leagues  from  Abureni,  and  cast  anchor  in 
the  river  Guaiga."*  Here  he  sent  several  men 
ashore  in  boats.  On  landing  they  found  the  In- 
dians in  a  hostile  attitude,  armed  with  clubs  and 
blowing  their  war  horns  and  beating  drums. 
Many  of  these  rushed  into  the  water  up  to  their 
waists  and  made  menacing  gestures.  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  Spaniards  succeeded  in  placat- 
ing them  and  the  Indians  ended  by  coming  down 
to  the  boats  to  barter  their  mirrors.  Sixteen  of 
these  golden  ornaments  were  valued  at  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ducats.  But  they  soon  gave  signs 
of  having  repented  of  their  bargain,  and  it  was 
doubtless  for  that  reason  that  the  Spaniards, 
when  they  returned  to  shore  the  following  morn- 
ing, found  them  again  in  a  hostile  mood  and  pro- 

'Chlriqnl  I^sooa 
'Dtego  de  Porras'  ReUuMn,  tupra. 

"Chlrlqal,  or  Calobebora.  Manuel  H.  de  Feralta — UmUe$ 
4e  Cctta  Rica  y  Colomiia,  p.  4. 
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tected  behind  defensive  works,  which  they  had 
constructed  of  branches  on  the  beach  during  the 
night.  Often  as  they  were  called  upon  to  come 
out,  they  refused  to  leave  their  barriers,  an- 
swering instead  by  gesticulations  bidding  the 
strangers  return  to  their  ships.  Before  long,  not- 
ing that  the  boats  had  not  departed,  they  rushed 
from  the  works,  with  a  blast  of  war  horns,  and 
made  menacing  gestures  in  the  water,  and  so  irri- 
tated the  Spaniards  by  their  audacity  that  they 
wounded  one  in  the  arm  with  a  bolt  from  a  cross- 
bow and  fired  a  lombarda  (Lombardy  gun), 
which  sufficed  to  put  them  all  to  flight.  Where- 
upon four  of  the  Spaniards  sprang  upon  the 
beach  and  began  to  call  the  fugitives,  who  at 
length  returned  and  laid  down  their  weapons.  On 
this  occasion  but  three  mirrors  were  exchanged 
for  the  already  familiar  hawk  bells,  for  that  time, 
as  they  declared,  they  had  not  come  to  barter  but 
to  fight. 

From  Guaiga  Columbus  proceeded  to  Catiba, 
where  he  was  going  to  anchor  near  the  shores  of 
a  great  river.  The  Indians,  greatly  alarmed,  as- 
sembled to  the  sound  of  war  horns  and  tom-toms ; 
but  later  two  of  them,  betraying  no  fear,  came 
out  to  the  ships  in  a  canoe  and  went  aboard  the 
Ca^tana,  By  advice  of  the  Indians  of  Cariay* 
they  made  a  present  of  their  golden  mirrors  to 
the  Admiral,  who,  in  his  turn,  gave  them  a  few 
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gewgaws.  Later,  when  the  visitors  had  retumed 
to  land,  three  more  natives  came  aboard  and  sim- 
ilarly disposed  of  their  mirrors.    Amicable  rela- 


Thb  Coursh  Followed  by  Coldhbds. 

tions  being  thus  established,  the  Spaniards 
landed,  and  a  large  number  of  Indians  presented 
themselves,  headed  by  their  cacique,  or  chief. 
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who,  by  way  of  example,  was  the  first  to  barter 
away  his  golden  disk. 

From  thence  the  Admiral  directed  his  course 
towards  Cobraba,  but,  as  the  winds  were  not 
favorable,  made  no  stop,  though  he  passed  vari- 
ous villages,  where  the  Indians  assured  him 
there  was  much  gold.  The  last  of  these  was 
Veragua,  where  he  was  told  that  the  mirrors 
were  made.  Passing  on  to  Cubiga,  however, 
which,  according  to  the  Cariay  guides,  marked 
the  end  of  the  gold  country  that  had  its  begin- 
ning in  Zorobaro,  he  continued,  always  along  the 
coast,  until  he  arrived  at  the  port  of  Retrete 
(now  called  Escribanos),  which  had  been  dis- 
covered two  years  before,  in  1500,  by  Rodrigo 
de  Bastidas,  coming  in  the  opposite  direction 
from  that  taken  by  tlje  A*!"^^!*  And  here  be- 
cause no  traces  of  gold  were  seen,  he  determined 
to  return  towards  Veragua.  But,  as  his  ships 
could  not  enter  the  river  of  that  name,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Yebra  or  Bel^n  River,  at  the 
mouth  of  which  he  founded  the  colony  of  Santa 
Maria  de  Bel^n,  in  the  1:eij"itory  of  Panama. 
This  he  was  soon  forced  to  abandon  for  lack  of 
provisions  and  becausig  of  the  ferocity  of  the  na- 
tives. It  was, the  first  of  the  many  set-backs  that 
were  to  be  suffered  by  the  Spaniards  on  that 
coast. 

Nevertheless,  to  this  last  discovery  Columbus 
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himself  attached  an  exaggerated  importance. 
The  golden  mirrors  of  the  inhabitants  of  Zoro- 
boro  and  Veragua,  the  rich  mines  of  the  locality 
explored  by  his  brother  Don  Bartolom^,  the  fab- 
ulous stories  told  by  the  Indians,  led  him  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  reached  no  less  a  place  than  the 
Aurea  Chersonbsus  of  the  ancients  (known  to- 
day as  the  Malacca  Peninsula) ,  for  he  died  in  the 
conviction  that  it  was  to  Asia  that  these  lands 
that  had  been  found  by  him  belonged.  "  I 
esteem  this  business  and  these  mines,  with  this 
seaport  and  seigniory,  to  be  of  greater  impor- 
tance than  all  others  achieved  in  the  Indies,"  he 
wrote  to  the  Catholic  Kings,  and  added:  '*  One 
thing  must  be  said,  because  there  are  so  many  to 
bear  witness,  and  that  is  that  I  saw  in  this  land 
of  Veragua  greater  evidence  of  gold  in  the  first 
two  days  than  in  Espaflola  in  four  years." 

From  that  time  on,  one  of  his  chief  anxieties 
was  that  Veragua  might  be  plucked  from  his 
golden  dream.  With  a  zeal  worthy  of  a  better 
cause,  he  contrived  to  guard  until  his  death  the 
secret  of  the  exact  ]k>sition  on  the  globe  occu- 
pied by  that  land. ' 
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CHAPTER  III 

Diego  be   Nicdeba  in  Vzraoca — The  Misfoutdneb 

OF    THAT    HiGH-SFIBrrED    COMHANDEft ThE    IsLAND 

OF   THE   Esc  U  SO 

1504-1511 

RETURIfING  from  his  last  voyage,  Co- 
lumbus arrived  in  Spain  on  the  7th  of  No- 
vember, 1504.  A  short  time  after  this 
died  the  Catholic  Queen  who  had  so  greatly  fav- 
ored him  and  on  whose  good  will  he  based  hia 
hopes  of  securing  the  fulfillment  of  the  obliga- 
tions entered  into  with  him  by  the  Crown  when 
he  launched  forth  on  his  perilous  undertaking. 
Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  to  the  con- 
■  trary,  the  King,  Don  Fernando,  did  not  receive 
him  badly.  Only  the  monarch  was  too  astute  a 
politician  not  to  recognize  that  there  was  a  risk 
of  jeopardizing  vital  interests  of  his  own  in  con- 
firming to  the  Admiral  the  great  privileges  that 
had  been  conceded. 

Among  these  was  the  grant  of  an  hereditary 
viceroyalty  at  an  enormous  distance  from  the 
metropolis.  In  full  justice  to  the  discoverer,  he 
should  have  been  given  what  was  his  due,  but  it 
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must  be  considered  that  on  the  part  of  the  King 
there  militated  powerful  reasons  of  state  for 
evading  fulfillment  of  the  promises  made.  Don 
Fernando  strongly  desired  to  compose  the  con- 
flicting interests  of  the  monarchy  and  the  Ad- 
miral by  awarding  him  some  compensation,  but 
the  latter  would  not  make  even  the  smallest  con- 
cession in  respect  of  his  rights.  In  Hbe  midst  of 
this  controversy,  Columbus  was  overtaken  by 
death,  in  an  inn  at  Valladolid,  on  the  20th  of 
May,  1506. 

In  the  meantime  the  great  fame  of  Veragua's 
riches  had  spread  abroad,  propagated  by  Colum- 
buis  himself  and  by  his  companions.  Among 
these  were  navigators  too  expert  to  permit  the 
location  of  so  marvelous  a  land  to  remain  hid- 
den. Furthermore,  certain  intrepid  adventur- 
ers, following  the  tracks  of  the  Admiral,  had  ex- 
plored the  coasts  of  the  continent,  touching  at 
places  as  near  Veragua  as  the  gulf  of  Darien  and 
the  port  of  Retrete. 

The  death  of  the  immortal  navigator  kindled 
in  many  hearts  the  desire  to  profit  by  his  discov- 
eries. Thus  it  was  that  in  spite  of  the  suit 
brought  by  his  son  and  heir,  Don  Diego  Colum- 
bus, before  the  judicial  tribunal  for  the  recovery 
of  the  right  denied  him  by  the  Crown,  the  King 
,  conferred  the  government  of  Veragua  upon 
Diego  de  Nicuesa,  a  noble  and  gallant  gentle- 
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man  from  the  city  of  Baeza,  then  domiciled  on 
the  island  of  Espafiola,  who  had  heea  brought 
up  in  the  house  of  Don  Enrique  Enriquez>  an 
micle  of  the  Catholic  King.  Nicuesa,  writes  the 
Padre  Las  Casas,  urived  at  the  island  with  the 
Comendador  mayor.  Fray  Nicolas  de  Ovando/ 
Fernandez  de  Oriedo  states  that  he  came  with 
the  Admiral  on  his  second  or  third  voyage. 

However  that  may  be,  as  he  was  a  man  of 
great  prestige  in  the  colony,  Nicuesa  had  been 
chosen  by  the  colonists  to  represent  them  at 
court  as  their  attorney,  to  petition  for  the  com- 
mission of  the  Indians  to  their  charge  in  perpe- 
tuity, and  by  this  opportunity  he  had  profited 
to  ask  for  the  governorship  of  Veragua.  Most 
powerful  must  have  been  the  influence  he 
brou^t  to  bear  to  secure  the  preferment  in  a 
matter  so  hotly  contested  and  of  such  great  im- 
portance, but  his  high  lineage,  his  endowments 
as  a  courtier,  his  exquisite  tact  and  fine  gentil- 
ity contributed  not  a  little.  According  to  Las 
Casas,  *'  he  was,  among  Castilians,  one  of  the 
best  endowed  with  all  the  graces  and  human  per- 

*Fray  NIcoI&b  de  Ovando,  before  amgiming  the  garb  of 
Alcflntara,  w&a  called  Diego  de  Nicneaa.  Years  afterward  be 
resumed  bis  name  under  the  license  of  tbe  King  and  tbe  Pope. 
Tbl8  coincidence  In  name  and  appellation  leads  ub  to  believe 
tbat  tbe  Diego  de  Nlcueea  wltb  wbom  we  bere  bave  to  deal 
was  hlB  relative  and  ttiat  It  was  with  blm  tbat  he  most  have 
arrived  at  Espatlola.     See  Le6n  FemfiDdez,  op.   cit..  Vol  VI, 
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fections.'*  A  great  horseman,  a  skillful  jouster, 
of  great  valor,  a  master  of  the  guitar,  he  made  a 
very  good  appearance  though  small  of  body,  and 
was  a  man  of  extraordinary  vigor.  It  was  but 
natural,  therefore,  to  hope  that  an  undertaking 
confided  to  such  good  hands  would  result  most 
felicitously. 

At  the  same  time  that  Diego  de  Nicuesa  was 
given  the  government  of  Veragua,  a  protege  of 
Bi^iQg^uan  Rodriguez  de  Fonseca  obtained  the 
grant  of  another  on  the  continent  contiguous 
with  the  first.  To  this  the  name  Nueva  Andalu- 
cfa  was  given.  The  name' of  the  favored  one  was 
Alonso  de  Ojeda,  in  many  respects  a  worthy 
rival  of  the  gallant  Nicuesa.  Ojeda  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  latter  in  experience,  for  he  had 
traveled  much  by  sea  and  in  1499,  in  association 
with  the  famous  pilot  Juan  de  la  Cosa  and  Amer- 
igo Vespucci,  had  discovered  a  considerable  part 
of  the  coast  of  South  America.  The  King  pre- 
scribed the  boundaries  of  Ojeda's  government  as.  _ 
from  the  middle  of  the  gulf  of  Urab4,  or  Darien, 
to  Cape  de  la  Vela,  while  Nicuesa's  were  to  be- 
gin at  the  same  middle  point  of  the  gulf  and  ex- 
tend up  to  Cape  Gracias  &  Dios.'    The  island  of 

■  LftB  Casas,  Herrera  and  Navarrete  give  Cape  Gradaa  & 
DloB  as  the  boundary  of  Ntcuesa's  government,  bnt  Don  I>e6n 
Fernindez  {HUtoria  de  Co»ta  Rica,  p.  B2S)  la  of  opinion  that 
It  reached  as  far  aa  the  Bio  Grande,  west  of  Cape  CamarOn, 
in  HoDduraB.  Don  JIannel  de  Peralta  {Expoei  de»  droUi  ter- 
rtforiava  de  la  RSpubHqite   'h-    Vosta-Riea — Statement  of  the 
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Jamaica  was  placed  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
both  governments,  to  serve  as  a  common  base  of 
operations. 

Having  enriched  himself  in  Espafiola,  Nicuesa 
fitted  out  at  his  own  expense  four  great  ships  and 
two  barkentines,  supplied,  on  his  habitual  scale 
of  lavishness,  with  every  necessity  for  the  ex- 
pedition, and  reached  Santo  Domingo  in  1509, 
after  having  captured  from  one  of  the  Carib- 
bean islands  on  the  way  more  than  a  hundred  In- 
dians whom  he  sold  as  slaves  under  the  author- 
ity vested  in  him  by  the  King.  On  his  arrival 
at  the  colony,  however,  he  had  a  serious  dispute 
with  Ojeda  over  the  possession  of  Darien,  as  a 
consequence  of  which  the  two  rivals  were  on  the 
point  of  taking  up  arms  against  each  other;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  Admiral  Don  Diego  Colum- 
bus, who  was  much  incensed  by  the  concession  of 
Jamaica  and  Veragua — these  being  lands  that  he 
regarded  as  belonging  in  justice  to  himself — 
stirred  up  many  difficulties  through  the  medium 
of  his  Alcalde  mayor,'  Marcos  de  Aguilar,  who 

Territorial  Riglits  of  tbe  Republic  of  Coata  Rica)  says  tbat 
the  Queen,  Dofia  Juaaa.  did  not  fix  any  limit  to  this  goTem- 
ment  in  ber  decree  of  Juoe  9,  ISOS.  Bj  tbls  name  of  Verasna 
was  designated,  In  the  begioDlng,  all  of  the  coaat  of  the 
American  coDtlnent  discovered  by  Columbus  iu  1502 — that  Is 
to  say,  tbe  littoral  comprised  between  Cape  Houduras  and  the 
port  of  Retrete,  knowu  to-da;  as  tbe  port  of  Gscribauos.  The 
name  of  Veragua  is  still  preserved  in  one  of  tbe  proviuces  of 
the  Republic  of  Panama. 
'  Under  the  Spauisb  colonial  resime,  the  mayor  of  a  town  of 
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hampered  him  with  restrictions  and  caused  the 
creditors  he  had  created  in  incurring  the  enor- 
mous expenses  entailed  by  the  expedition,  to  set 
upon  him  like  a  pack  of  hounds. 

"But  all  this  proved  no  insurmountable  obsta- 
cle, for  there  were  many  who,  attracted  by  his 
liberality  and  graciousness,  hastened  to  enroll 
themselves  under  his  banner — in  such  numbers, 
indeed,  that  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  buy 
another  ship.  As  Captain-General  of  the  Ar- 
mada he  named  Lope  de  OlanOi  one  of  those  who 
with  Roldltn  had  risen  against  Columbus.  On  the 
20th  or  22nd  of  November,  1509,  he  set  sail,  car- 
rying 700  men  and  five  horses,  and  made  land  at 
Cartagena.  Here  he  met  Ojeda's  people,  who 
had  arrived  a  few  days  before,  and  learned  from 
them  of  the  tremendous  misfortune  inflicted  on 
their  chief  and  Juan  de  la  Cosa  by  the  Indians  at 
Calamari.  Ojeda  remained  in  hiding,  fearful 
lest  his  rival  should  profit  by  his  misfortune  to 
settle  old  scores,  but  the  generous  Nicuesa,  nobly 
casting  aside  all  rancor,  sent  for  him  and  offered 
him  his  aid,  and  then  the  two  captains  together 
wreaked  on  the  Indians  a  terrible  and  pitiless 
vengeance  for  the  death  of  Juan  de  la  Cosa  and 
the  hundred  other  Spaniards  who  had  perished, 
victims  of  their  poisoned  arrowis.    From  Carta- 

lesaer  Importance  tb&n  tbe  capital  of  a  provlDce:  one  wbo, 
though  not  necesBarlly  a  lawyer,  exerclHed  Judicial  fimctioiu 
similar  to  those  of  a  jnstlce  of  the  peace.    Translator. 
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gena,  hugging  the  coast  and  followed  at  close 
quarters  by  the  two  brigantines,  and,  at  a  greater 
distance,  by  the  ships  of  heavier  tonnage,  Nicuesa 
.soon  afterwards  resumed  his  expedition  and  ar- 
rived eventually  off  the  coast  of  Veragua. 

Here  began  the  misfortunes  that  have  made 
him  celebrated  in  American  history.  First  he 
was  beset  by  a  violent  storm,  and,  finding  no 
safe  port  in  which  to  seek  refuge,  he  stood  out  to 
sea  before  the  night  fell,  believingtthat  Lope  de 
Olano  would  follow  with  the  two  barkentines 
under  his  command;  at  break  of  day  they  were 
not  to  be  seen.  Then,  fearful  lest  misfortime 
had  overtaken  the  Captain-GJeneral,  Nicuesa  re- 
turned to  the  coast  in  search  of  him,  and  was 
about  to  drop  anchor  in  a  great  river,  at  the  mo- 
ment swollen  by  the  rains,  when  the  waters 
quickly  subsided  and  the  caravel,  left  aground, 
was  soon  pounded  to  pieces  by  the  swift  current. 
After  indescribable  hardships,  Nicuesa  uid  his 
companions  were  able  to  save  their  lives,  only  to 
find  themselves  lost  on  an  uninhabited  beach, 
without  provisions,  without  clothes  and*without 
arms. 
— — .Xet,  even  by  this  desperate  situation  the  val- 
iant captain  was  not  dismayed;  he  resolved  to 
continue  by  land  towards  the  golden  Veragua 
in  the  hope  of  meeting  there  his  sh^ps.  Scarcely 
able  to  sustain  their  lives  on  roots  and  shellfish. 
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which  were  all  they  could  find  to  eat,  the  ship- 
wrecked unfortunates  dragged  themselves  along 
the  shores,  exhausted  from  fatigue  and  hunger. 
The  rivers  they  crossed  in  a  small  boat  which  had 
escaped  the  catastrophe,  and  which  followed  them 
along  the  coast,  manned  by  four  sailors.  Four- 
well-armed  Indians  would  have  been  enough  to 
destroy  them  all.  They  had  the  good  fortune, 
however,  not  to  be  attacked,  the  Indians  content- 
ing themselves  with  the  killing  of  a  page  with  an 
arrow  fired  from  a  distance. 

At  last  they  arrived  at  a  point  *  from  whence 
they  beheld  a  large  bay,  and,  to  shorten  their 
march,  resolved  to  cross  in  the  boat  to  what  they 
believed  to  be  the  opposite  shore.  The  follow- 
ing morning  they  noticed  that  the  boat  had  dis- 
appeared together  with  the  sailors,  and  their  con- 
sternation was  changed  to  despair  when  on  in- 
vestigating they  found  that  they  were  on  an  is- 
land, and,  to  crown  their  misfortunes,  a  barren 
island. 

Such  was  the  horrible  awakening  of  these  un- 
fortunates who  had  dreamed  so  long  of  the  gol- 
den Veragua.  Naked,  exposed  to  the  violence  of 
the  elements,  dying  of  hunger,  they  wandered 
along  the  beach  in  search  of  shellfish  with 
which  to  prolong  their  suffering  one  day  more. 
The  fast-departing  breath  in  their  bodies  served 
'Cblriqol  Point,  or  Cape  Vallente. 
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them  principally  to  heap  maledictions  on  the 
heads  of  the  traitors — Lope  de  Olano  and  the 
sailors. 

Great  was  the  joy  of  the  survivors,  at  the  end 
of  a  considerable  period,  when  many  more  had 
been  added  to  the  list  of  their  dead  and  the 
few  remaining  were  in  a  moribimd  state,  with  all 
hope  of  succor  lost,  to  discover  a  sail  on  the  hori- 
zon. It  was  one  of  the  barkentines  of  Lope  de 
Olano  and  in  it  were  found  the  four  sailors  who 
had  deserted  but  who  gave  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  their  flight.  Their  leader  stated  that 
they  had  become  convinced  that  after  the  hurri- 
cane Nicuesa  had  been  marching  in  the  direction 
opposite  to  that  followed  by  the  ships,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  had  concluded  to  set  out  in  search 
of  them,  and  had  found  that  they  had  actually 
reached  the  Bel^n  River. 

Thus,  as  has  been  seen,  Diego  de  Kicuesa,  in 
I5I0,  traveled  on  foot  over  a  part  of  the  old  At- 
lantic coast  of  Costa  Rica — that  is  to  say,  from 
the  Chiriquf  River  to  Cape  Vahente.  The  island 
on  which  so  much  suffering  was  endured  also  be- 
longed to  our  country,  whether  it  was  the  Escudo 
de  Veragua,  as  has  been  the  behef  down  to  the 
present,  or  the  island  called  Cayo  de  Agua "  in 
the  Chiriqu{  Lagoon,  as  is  the  belief  of  the  autiior 
of  this  book.' 
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Briefly  to  reriew  now  the  final  misfortunes  of 
the  valient  Nicuesa:  after  the  passing  of  the 

<a)  In  that  mit  of  the  coast  traveled  over  b?  Nicaera, 
there  \a  Dot  more  than  one  bay  that  merits  the  qualiOcatioD 
of  great — the  CUriquf  LagooD  (Abnlraate  Bay). 

(b)  Nlcnesa,  tn  order  to  see  this  bay,  was  forced  to  go  as 
far  as  Cape  Vallente, 

(c)  From  that  cape,  looking  towards  the  Chiriquf  Lagoon, 
It  Is  practically  Impossible  for  any  one  to  take  tbe  Bscudo 
Island  for  the  other  extremity  dt  the  month  of  the  bay,  for 
In  such  case  said  island,  sltnated  about  forty  kilometers 
distant,  lies  at  tbe  back  of  the  spectator  and  is  inrlBlble  by 
reason  of  tbe  confipiratlon  of  the  coast. 

(d)  The  island  on  which  Nlcnesa  was  stranded  was  found 
to  be  nnlnbablted,  whereas  it  ia  set  forth  In  a  document  of  the 
year  ISQO  (Manuel  M.  de  Peralta— Costs  Rica,  Niearaffua  y 
Panamd,  p.  174)  that  on  the  Island  of  Bscudo  there  were 
"two  principal  caolquet  (tribal  chiefs)  and  many  people." 

<e>  The  historian  Olrolamo  Benzonl,  who  visited  these 
placea  in  1M4,  says  that  the  Island  on  which  Nicuesa  found 
himself  was  one  of  those  in  Almirante  Bay.  Dell'  HMorie 
del  Hondo  Huovo,  Book  1,  p.  45.    Venice,  1S72. 

furthermore,  the  posltloD  of  Agua  Key  corresponds  admir- 
ably wltb  that  of  Nicuesa's  island.  This  islet  is  situated 
some  twelve  kilometers  distant  from,  and  In  front  of,  Chlrlqnt 
Point.  Whoever  looks  at  it  from  that  spot  could  easily  take 
It  for  tbe  opposite  extremity  of  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  for  the 
otber  Islands  are  hidden  from  sight  beblnd  It  Its  nearness 
CO  Cape  Vallente  explains  very  clearly  the  resolution  taken  by 
Nicuesa  to  ^o  by  boat,  which  required  his  going  back  and 
forth  several  times  In  order  to  transport  all  his  people.  The 
Padre  Las  Caaas  (Voi  III,  pp.  332,  333)  saya:  "  One  day  they 
arrived  In  their  peregrinatlonB  at  the  point  of  a  cove  or  large 
bay  made  by  the  sea,  and,  to  shorten  their  march,  decided  to 
pass,  a  few  at  a  time,  to  the  other  point"  Oviedo  writes 
(Book  XXVIII,  chap  11):  "•  •  •  by  which  they  were 
Kireo  a  breathing  siiell  and  accumulated  strength  enough  to 
pass  over  by  boat,  )]  three  or  four  trips,  to  a  small  laland." 
Now,  this  maneuver  would  have  been  impossible  In  connection 
with  the  Bscudo  Island,  which  was  located,  as  has  been  said, 
at  forty  kilometers  from  Cape  Vallente.  In  our  Judgment  the 
error  was  bora  of  the  confusion,  at  that  time,  of  the  Gscudo 
Island  discovered  by  Columbus,  In  lfi02,  with  the  other  on 
which  NlcucHu  found  himself.  V 
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storm  that  had  separated  him  {una  the  caravel, 
Lope  de  Olano,  without  concemmg  himself  with 
the  possible  fate  of  his  chief,  had  returned  to  look 
for  the  ships.  They  were  found  at  anchor  in  the 
Chagres  River  and  in  very  bad  condition.  Be- 
lieving that  Nicuesa  was  dead,  or  perhaps  pre- 
tending to  think  so,  Olano  thereupon  assumed 
command  of  the  expedition,  causing  the  armada 
to  be  removed  to  the  Belen  River,  where  it  was 
necessary  to  destroy  the  biggest  ships,  and  on 
that  site,  the  theater  of  the  disaster  to  the  Ad- 
miral's colony,  founded  a  town;  and  here  he  was 
found  by  the  four  sailors  of  the  small  boat  who 
went  to  seek  his  help. 

When  Nicuesa  arrived  at  Belen  in  the  barken- 
tine,  his  first  impulse  was  to  punish  Olano  with 
the  severity  he  deserved;  but  in  the  end  his  nat- 
ural kindliness  of  heart  prevailed  and  he  granted 
him  his  life>  only  condemning  him  to  be  trans- 
ported back'to'^pain  for  trial.    Of  the  700  men/  , 
who  had  embarked  with  Nicuesa  at  Santo  Do-    J 
mingo  but  800  remained,  and  these  were  ex- 
hausted by  hunger,  sickness  and  fatigue.    As  a   - 
colony  this  new  one  of  Bel6n  had  no  better  fatei^ 
than  that  founded  by  Chfrstopher  Columbus,  for;, 
the  lack  of  food  and  the  continual  hostility  of  the 
Indians  obliged  Nicuesa  at  last  to  seek  a  more 
hospitable  land.    Acting  on  the  advice  of  a  GJen- 
oese  sailor  who  had  been  to  Portobelo  ivith  the 
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Admiral  on  his  last  voyage,  he  set  out  for  that 
port  in  the  two  barkentines  and  a  caravel,  built 
during  his  absence  by  Lope  de  Olano,  leaving  a 
part  of  his  people  at  Bel^n  under  the  orders  of 
Alonso  Nufiez.  But  the  Indians  would  not  let 
them  disembark.  He  then  repaired  to  the  port 
Columbus  had  called  B&Stimentos,  and  he  called 
NtwitffeTie  Dios,  and  there  constructed  a  fort  to 
resist  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  natives,  who 
were  bent  on  defending  their  liberty.  They  dev- 
astated the  whole  territory,  and  hunger,  which 
had  all  along  been  the  inseparable  companion  of 
Nicuesa,  now  made  new  and  terrible  exactions; 
the  brilliant  expedition  was  reduced  to  sixty  men> 
veritable  walking  skeletons. 

This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  at  Nom- 
bre  de  Dios  a  ship  arrived  bearing  Rodrigo  de 
Colmenares,  whom  Nicuesa  had  left  in  Santo  Do- 
mingo with  orders  to  follow  him  with  provisions. 
Colmenares  made  port  at  the  colony  of  Santa 
Haria  del  Antigua  del  Darien,  founded  by  Oje- 
da's  people  within  the  territory  of  Nicuesa's  gov- 
emment.  Here  he  learned  of  the  absence  of  that 
leader,  who  had  sailed  for  Espafiola  in  quest  of 
help  and  had  induced  his  men  to  agree  to  await 
his  return  fifty  days,  after  which  they  were  to  be 
at  liberty  to  abandon  the  country. 

They  told  him  also  that  the  colony  was  much 
divided  by  the  rivalries  of  the  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
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Martui  Fernandez  de  Enciso,  and  Vasco  Xufiez 
de  Balboa,  who  disputed  the  command.  As  a 
remedy  for  these  evils,  Colmenares  proposed  to 
the  colonists  that  Nicuesa  be  sent  for  in  order  to 
re-establish  peace,  and  this  solution  being  ac- 
cepted, he  set  forth  in  search  of  his  chief.  So  en-  • 
thusiastic  was  Nicuesa  over  this  favorable  change 
in  his  fortunes,  that  he  forgot  his  ordinary  ppd- 
dence  and  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  all  who  had 
abstracted  gold  from  those  lands  that  were  within 
his  government  would  be  made  to  surrender  it. 
Give  up  their  gold!  Sooner  would  they  have 
given  up  their  hearts'  blood.  And  so,  when  this 
menace  became  known  to  the  colonists  at  Darien, 
they  refused,  on  the  advice  of  the  ambitious  Vas- 
co Niifiez  de  Balboa,  to  receive  their  chosen  Gov- 
ernor and  even  entertained  the  thought  of  killing 
him.  Sorrowfully  the  wretched  Nicuesa  be- 
sought them  not  to  repulse  him.  Some  were 
sympathetic;  and  Vasco  Nuflez  himself  inter- 
posed in  his  favor;  but  the  gold  was  in  danger; 
so  all  was  in  vain.  Nothing  remained  for  Ni- 
cuesa but  to  leave  for  Espaiiola.  He  embarked 
on  the  1st  of  March,  1511,  on  an  unseaworthy 
vessel,  with  a  handful  of  faithful  friends;  the  sea 
still  guards  the  secret  of  his  tragic  end,  for  noth- 
ing more  was  ever  known  of  this  noble  gentle- 
man, so  worthy  of  a  better  fate. 
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CHAPTER  IV 

The  Gotbsnuent  of  Castii,!^  del  Oeo — The  Fam- 
ous PEBEAJtiAa — Vasco  N6Sez  de  Balboa  Discov- 
EKs  THE  Pacific  Ocean — Hebnan  Ponce  de  Le6m 
and  Juan  de  Castahbda  Visit  the  Oulf  of  Ddlce 
AND  THE  Gulf  or  Nicoya 

1518-1519 

THE  histories  narrate  the  prowess  of  Alonso 
de  Ojeda,  which  indeed  bordered  on  the 
fabulous;  but  it  was  not  enough  to  over- 
come the  misfortune  that  dogged  his  steps.  His 
companions  waited  in  vain  for  his  return,  and, 
while  he  was  wandering  about  Cuba  and  Jamaica, 
they  estabhshed,  as  has  been  said,  a  colony  on 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama  under  tHe  leadership  of  ^ 
Vasco  Nufiez  de  Balboa,  who  ended  by  possess- 
ing himself  of  fiie  command  of  Santa  Maria  del 
Antigua  del  Darien.  'Against  him,  his  rival, 
Martfn  Femdndez  de  Enciso,  repaired  to  court 
and  presented  an  avalanche  of  complaints. 
These  were  heard  by  Don  Juan  Rodriguez  de 
Fonseca,  Bishop  of  Burgos,  at  that  period  om- 
nipotent in  the  affairs  of  the  Indies  and,  as  it 
happened,  the  declared  enemy  of  all  those  bold 
adventurers  who  scorned  to  receive  at  his  hands  a 
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blessing  before  launching  forth  upon  their  peril- 
ous adventures,  yet  who,  be  it  said,  were  beyond 
doubt  the  workmen  who  contributed  most  to  the 
upbuilding  of  Spanish  power  in  America. 

The  misfortunes  of  Nicuesa  anU  Ojeda,  and, 
even  more,  the  news  of  the  enormous  riches  of 
Tierra  Firme  (where,  it  was  reported,  gold  was 
fished  for  with  nets),  brought  about  a  decision 
of  the  Crown  to  send,  at  its  own  expense,  a  pow- 
erful expedition  to  subjugate  completely  the 
newly  discovered  lands.  -Just  as  the  necessary 
preparations  were  being  jmdi.,  the  indefatigable 
Vasco  Nufiez  de  Balboa  covered  himself  with 
glory  by  discoyefiiig  llie  Factfic  Ocean,  on  the 
25th  of  September,  1618.  It  is  permissible  to 
suppose  that  if  the  knowledge  of  this  new  and 
stupendous  achievement  had  arrived  in  Spain  be- 
fore then,  matters  would  have  taken  a  different 
turn;  but  it  was  written  that  Vasco  Ni^ez  also 
was  to  suflFer  adversity. 

,  To  insure  the  success  of  the  projected  expedi- 
tion, it  was  determined  to  confide  it  to  a  man  of 
great- prestige.  From  among  the  various  candi- 
dates contending  for  the  honor  of  command,  the 
Catholic  King,  at  the  instance  of  the  Bishop  of 
Burgos,  chose  an  hidalgo  (nobleman)  of  Segovia, 
a  brother  of  the  first  Count  of  Puiionrostro,  who 
from  childhood  had  been  attached  to  the  service  « 
of  the  royal  house.    His  name  wf^J*edro  Arias  ' 
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deAvila,  or  Pedrarias  Divila,  as  it  tpas_the  cus- 
tom~of  his  contgmpc*"iaiiS..ta-cattJfciiiri.  Already  " 
sixty  years  old,  he  was  a  man  of^'^reat  energy 
and  experience,  who  had  warred  in  Africa 
against  the  Moors,  and,  with  the  rank  of  Col- 
onel, had  assisted  at  the  siege  and  surrender  of 
Grenada.  A  great  courtier,  most  magnificent  in 
his  dress  ^  and  brilliant  in  the  lists,  by  these 
tokens  he  was  known  as  "  The  Gallant "  and 
"  The  Joaster."  His  marriage  with  Dofia  Isabel 
de  Bohadilla,  who  was  niece  of  the  Condesa  de 
Moya,  the  great  friend  of  Isabella  the  Catholic, 
placed  at  his  disposal  powerful  influences  at 
court. 

The  King,  in  getting  the  enterprise  ready,  ex- 
pended a^very  considerable  sum  of  money  for 
those  days.'  He  had  meditated,  at  the  proper 
time,  sending  an  army  to  Naples  against  the 
French,  under  the  command  of  the  Gran  Capi- 
tan  (Gonzalo  Fernandez  de  C6rdova),  and  witii 
this  in  view  many  youths  of  the  flower  of  the 
Spanish  nobility  had  enlisted  under  the  prestige 
of  his  banner;  and  as,  at  the  last  hour,  Don 
Fernando  changed  his  plans,  there  remained  in 
Seville  abetrt  ten  thousand  volunteers;  many 
elected  to  serve  under  the  banner  of  Pedrarias 

'The  people  of  Costa  Rica  BtlU  describe  a  certain  airy  grnce 
In  wearing  tbe  tiat  as  "  A  la  pedrada; "  in  olden  times  they 
must  bave  said  "A  la  Pe4rartM," 

'Witty  thousand  ducats. 
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and  were  received  with  great  gladness,  though 
not  all  who  P^sembled  in  that  city  to  come  to  the 
new  world  fornid  billets  in  the  fleet. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  1518,  Fedrarias  was  ap- 
pointed Governor  and  Captain-General  of  Cas- 
-  tilla  del  Oro  (Golden  Castile) — a  name  signifi- 
cant of  the  hopes  that  were  based  on  the  supposed 
riches  of  Darien,  which  until  then  had  been 
called  Tierra  Firme  (the  Continent).  As  Ver- 
agua  was  not  included  in  the  government  of 
Castilla  del  Oro,  its  territory  must  have  com- 
menced to  the  east  of  the  port  of  Retrete  and  ex- 
tended in  the  same  direction,  because  the  former 
continued  to  be  the  subject  of  litigation  with  the 
Admiral  Don  Diego  Columbus.  Fedrarias  left 
Sanliicar  on  the  12th  of  April,  1514,  taking  with 
him  fifteen  ships,  1,500  men — all  kidalgog  of 
high  lineage — and  a  bishop,  appointed  over 
Tierra  Firme. 

Several  contretemps  occurred  at  sea.  Fedra- 
rias toudied  at  Camera  and  later  at  Sanfa 
Majrta,_where  he  put  ashore  a  body  of  men  to 
sack  the  Indian  villages ;  but  these  were  bravely 
defended  and  much  damage  was  done  by  the 
poisoned  arrows  of  the  Indians.  From  thence 
he  proceeded  to  Fuerte  Island  and  eventually 
reached  Darien  on  the  80th  of  Jime.  Instantly 
he  sent  notice  of  his  arrival  to  Vasco  Ntifiez  de 
Balboa,  who  was  at  the  colony  of  Santa  Maria 
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and  most  assuredly  not  expecting  a  visit 
so  inopportune.  Vasco  Niiflez,  nevertheless, 
knowing  how  to  dissimulate  his  displeasure,  re- 
ceived his  successor  with  jfood  grace,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  with  the  four  hundred  and 
fifty  acclimated  veterans  under  his  command  he 
could  have  resisted  him  to  advantage. 

The  first  move  Pedrarias  made  was  to  order 
the  Licentiate  (las^jsc).  Espingsa,  his  Alcalde 
mayorTTo  call  Vasco  Niiflez  de  Balboa  to  ac- 
count for  his  administration  of  a£fairs,  and  after- 
wards condemned  him  to  pay  some  thousands 
of  dollars  for  the  injuries  inflicted  upon  Martin 
Fernandez  de  Eneiso  and  others.  Vasco  Nufiez, 
who  possessed  funds,  paid  the  fine  levied  upon 
him  and  considered  himself  well  out  of  the  dif:>^ 
ficulty.  Then  began  the  despatching  of  expedi- 
tions in  every  direction,  and  the  robbing  and 
murdering  of  the  Indians  without  pity.  By  the 
lieutenants  of  Pedrarias,  who  fully  merits  the 
appellation  ot  Furor  Domini  applied  to  him  by 
the  Padre  Las  Casas,  the  conquest  was  made 
with  fire  and  sword.  ^Yet  the  unhappy  Indians 
did  not  allow  themselves  to  be  annihilated  with- 
out resistance.  The  rout  of  Gonzalo  de  Badajoz 
at  Paris,  of  Captain  Vallejo  on  the  Redes  River, 
and  of  Alonso  Becerra,  who  was  defeated  and 
slain  at  Cariguana  with  his  one  hundred  and 
eighty  men,  demonstrate  the  valor  with  which 
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they  defended  their  liberty.  And  even  more  ef- 
fective than  the  prowess  of  the  Indians,  was  the 
_^aiffl«rthat  intervened  to  punish  the  cruelty  and 
rapacity  of  the  conquerors.  The  provisions 
brought  from  Spain  soon  gave  out  and  the  dev- 
astated country  yielded  nothing  in  their  place. 
Wandering  about  the  streets  of  Dari^n  were  seen 
noble  cahaUeros  dressed  in  silks  and  brocades,  im- 
ploring the  charity  of  a  piece  of  bread,  and,  as 
there  was  none  who  could  give  it  them,  many 
died  miserably. 

Soon  there  arrived  a  piece  of  news  that  caused 
much  excitement  in  the  colony.  The  emissaries 
sent  by  Vasco  Ni^ez  de  Balboa  to  Spain  to  her- 
ald his  splendid  discovery  of  the  Pacific  had  ar- 
rived at  court  bearing  a  present  of  pearls  for  the 
King  and  overflowing  with  marvelous  stories  re- 
specting the  riches  of  the  newly  discovered  coim- 
tries.  From  this  period  Vascp  Nuflez  had  laid 
aside  his  role  of  tyrant  and  usurper  and  trans- 
formed himself  into  a  hero  worthy  of  reward,  an 
assumption  the  King  gratified  by  conferring 
upon  him  the  title  of  Adelai^adooJiCssfha.  and 
PanajBa.  Jealous,  and  feeling  nothing  but 
hatred  for  him,  Pedrarias  received  with  bad 
grace  the  news  of  the  honors  bestowed  on  Balboa. 
But,  aided  in  this  by  Dofia  Isabel  de  Bobadilla, 
whose  good  will  Vasco  Nufiez  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  attain,  Fray  Juan  de  Quev^o  inter- 
1 
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vened  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation.  Fedrarias 
entered,  or  pretended  to  enter,  into  the  designs 
of  his  wife  and  the  Bishop,  and  consented  to 
make  peace  with  his  rival,  even  to  seal  the  peace 
by  family  alliance,  agreeing  that  the  discoverer 
of  the  Pacific  should  be  given  the  hand  oj  Dofla 


Maria  de  Fefialosa,  one  of  the  Governor's  two 
daughters  n^o  had  remained  in  Spain.  The 
marriage  ceremcmy  was  performed  by  the  Bishop, 
and  Vasco  Niiiiez  de  Balboa,  thus  con- 
verted into  a  son-in-law  of  Fedrarias,  departed 
for  the  Fearl  Islands  to  build  ships  for  a  voyage 
of  discovery  in  the  Southern  Sea  (the  Facific 
Ocean). 

Meanwhile  the  Emperor  Chwles  V.  had  ar- 
rived in  Spain,  and  having  heard  of  the  numer- 
ous complaints  presented  against  Fedrarias  by 
the  historian  Fem^dez  de  Oviedojjid  several 
others,  decided  to  replace~Emn^a  Cordovese 
gentleman  named  Lope  de  Sosa.  At  length 
rumor  of  the  impending  chaHg^  reached  Dari^n 
and  came  to  the  ear  of  Vasco  Ndfiez,  when  it 
appears  that  he  told  some  of  his  intimates  that 
they  had  better  set  forth  on  their  discoveries  be- 
cause later,  perhaps,  it  might  not  be  possible. 
By  a  distorted  version  of  this  advice  that  was 
carried  to  Fedrarias  he  was  given  to  understand 
that  Balboa  intended  to  rise  in  revolt,  and  there- 
upon, wishing  to  profit  by  the  opportimity  to 
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gratify  the  hatred  against  his  son-in-law  that 
lay  donnant  in  his  perverse  soul,  he  wrote  Balboa 
preferring  charges  and  summoning  him  into  his 
presence. 

'  At  the  moment  Vasco  Ni^z  had  under  his 
command  four  ships  all  fitted  out  and  three  hun- 
dred men,  and  could  very  well  have  weighed  an- 
chor and  removed  himself  from  Pedrarias'  wrath; 
but,  being  innocent,  obeyed  the  orders  of  him  who 
called  him  son,  believing  that  by  the  truth  of  his 
words  he  could  dissipate  the  calumnies  directed 
against  him.  Somewhiri;  shaken  was  this  con-.^ 
fidence,  however,  when  he  found  hirmplfthp  pris- 
oner  of  his  friend  Francisco  Pizarro — the  future 
conqueror  of  Peru.  The  bloody-minded  Fe- 
drarias  had  biiri  brought  to  trial  before^his  fav- 
orite, Espinosa,  who  resurrected  against  him  a 
multitude  of  long-forgotten  charges,  among 
which  was  that  resulting  from  the  death  of  Diego 
de  Nicuesa,  and,  in  spite  of  his  reiterated  pro- 
test of  innocence,  Vasco  Ni^ez  de  Balboa  was 
in  the  end  condemned  to  be  beheaded.  The  im- 
just  and  cruel  sentence  was  execuied  at  Ada  in 
January,  1519; '  here  he  and  four  of  his  followers 

'WaahlDgton  Irving  ("The  Gompanlona  of  Columbos,"  chap. 
XXIX)  gives  1617  as  the  year  In  which  Vasco  Ndfiee  de 
Balbua  was  beheaded.  This  afflrmatlon  la  contradicted  by 
biBtorlcal  documents,  aa  for  example  the  order  for  the  trial  of 
Balboa,  signed  by  Pedrarias  at  Acla  on  the  12th  of  January, 
ISlfl.  See  Docvmentoa  inMitot  del  Archlvo  de  Indiat,  VoL  87, 
p.  315. 
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were  butchered  like  sheep.  While  this  crime 
was  being  perpetrated  Pedrarias,  hidden  in  a  hut 
a  dozen  paces  from  the  place  of  execution  and 
peering  between  the  cane  stalks  that  served  for 
walls,  looked  on  at  the  spectacle  that  filled  with 
happiness  his  heart — the  heart  of  a  wild  beast. 

During  1516  and  1517  the  liguLenantsj^tf-JV'- 
drarias  explored  the  Facifii^sjopes  towards  the 
west,  and  Bartolom^  Hurtado,  sent  out  by  Es- 
pinosa  in_Jwocwioes,  reached  a  point  sixty 
leagues  west  of  Nata.  The  expedition  was  fruit- 
ful and  incited  in  the  adventurers  a  desire  to  go 
farther,  only  there  was  a  dearth  of  ships  for  their 
purpose,  and  this  lack  was  probably  one  of  the 
reasons  that  induced  the  murder  of  Balboa. 
With  the  death  of  the  discoverer  of  the  Pacific, 
the  difficulty  disappetu'ed.  Pedrarias  arranged 
that  Espinosa  himself  should  continue  his  explo- 
rations, making  use  of  the  bark  San  Cristdbal  and 
the  lateen-rigged  vessel  SantaJ^aria  d£  Buena 
Eapaua^a,  built  by.lh»-Hi'-fated  Balboa. 

Panama  was  founded  on  the  15th  of  August, 
1519.  Shortly  afterwards  Espinosa  set  sail 
wiffiTone  hundred  and  fifteen  men,  in  the  two 
ships  mentioned  and  in  two  large  canoes,  carry- 
ing with  him  as  chief  pilot  Juui  de  Castafleda,  a 
navigator-^  great  reputation;  isecause  of  bad 
weatJier,  it  was  necessary  to  put  in  at  Burica, 
and,  as  the  boats  were  crowded  with  Spaniards 
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and  Indians,  he  decided  to  remain  there  with  a 
[  part  of  the  company  while  Juan  de  Castafieda 
and  Hem^  Ponce  <te  Le6n,  with  forty  men,  con- 
tinued the  expeditionjy-sea. 

From  Burica  the  ships  passed  into  the  Gulf 
of  Osa,  now  called  Dulce,  and  into  the  domain 
of  the  Cuchiras,*  but  Hem^  Ponce  de  Le6n, 
deterred  by  the  fierce  attitude  of  the  Indians, 
did  not  attempt  to  disembark.  Pushing  onward, 
therefore,  the  discoverers  came  to  a  halt  at  a 
small  bay,  which  they  called  the  Gulf  of  San 
Vic^jtg,'  situated  within  another,  much  larger 
and  dotted  with  islands.*  Here  the  natives 
showed  no  better  disposition.  Many  of  the  war- 
riors entered  their  canoes  and  paddled  around 
the  ships  in  a  threatening  attitude;  many  more 
appeared  on  the  beach  blowing  war-horns  and 
making  menacing  gestures.  Two  cannon  ^ots, 
however,  put  them  all  to  flight.  Nevertheless, 
Castafieda  and  Ponce  de  Le6n  decided  to  go 
back,  after  having  seized  three  or  four  Indians 
for  use  as  interpreters  and  guides  later  on.  It 
was  their  intention  to  rejoin  Espinosa,  who,  dur- 
ing this  exploration,  had  founded  the  town  of 
Natd. 

'Qnepo. 

*The  sDdent  port  ftf  Calmer*-  I^n  Fem&odes — Ihxm- 
mentot  para  la  HMoria  de  Cotta  lUca,  VoL  I.  p.  95. 

•Tbe  Onlf  of  Nlcoya,  ftlso  called  San  Ldcar,  GUetaree  and 
Ontina.         -  -.  -- 
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Thus  were  discovered,  in  1519,  the  Gulfs  of 
I  Dulce  and  Kicoya  by  Juan^^e  Castafieda  and  ! 

}  Hem^  Ponce  de  Ijeda,  the  lieulellafitrof  Pe- 

I  drarias  Divila.  ^  y 


3.  1 
'  3 


7  ' 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


CHAPTER  V 

Expedition  of  Gii.  Gonzalez  JUvila  to  thb  Pacific 
Coast  and  to  tkb  Nicoya  PsNiHsnLA 


WITH  the  discovery  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
or  "  The  Southern  Sea,"  the  gaze  of  the 
adventurous  Spaniards  converged  upon 
this  new  field  opened  up  to  their  daring  and  rest- 
less ambition.    Many  in  Dari^n,  aware  of  the 
arrest  of  Vasco  Niifiez  de  Balboa,  were  con- 
vinced that  he  would  not  get  out  of  the  clutches 
of  Pedrarias  alive,  and  prepared,  therefore,  to 
appEOpriate  his  heritage  to  themselves.    To  this 
end,  I  Andres  Nifio,  a  pilot  of  great  renown,  left 
j  the  continent  for  Spain,  taking  with  him  moneys 
!  belonging  to  himself  and  others,  for  the  purpose 
I  of  petitioning  for  a  license  to  engage  in  discov- 
eries on  the  Pacific. 

The  Crown,  of  course  desirous  of  increasing 
!  its  rich  dominions  beyond  the  seas,  was  accus- 
tomed to  welcome  with  a  good  will  those  who, 
at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  property,  went  forth 
to  discovery  and  conquest;  but,  as  the  candi- 
dates were  many  in  number,  it  followed  that 
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those  chosen  must  needs  be  few;  so  in  this,  as  in 
all  human  affairs,  favor  and  privilege  prevailed. 
Consequently  Andr&  Nifio  well  understood  that] 
i^  himself  he  could  accompUsh  nothing,  and  I 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  interest  in : 
his  project  a  person  of  influence  and  weight. 
And  it  so  hapipened  that  there  was  at  court  at 
that  time  a  cabaUero  from  Avila,  by  the  name  of 
Gil  Gonz^ez,  'T^ho  was  Auditor  of  the  Island  of 
EspaAola,  and  closely  attached  to  the  house  of 
the  Bishop  of  Burgos,  and  was  one  of  his  pro- 
t^g^s.  With  him  the  pilot  established  an  under- 
standing, and,  through  his  mediation,  easily  ob- 
tained what  he  desired. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1519,  he  signed  a  con- 
tract with  the  King,  by  the  terms  of  which  he 
was  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  for  a 
thousand  leagues  westward  along  the  coasts  of 
the  Pacific.  Gil  Gonzalez  de  Avila  was  named 
Captain-General  of  the  armada  and  contributed 
to  the  enterprise  854,941  maravedis;  Andres 
Nifio,  1,038,078;  Crist6bal  de  Haro,  551,814; 
while  the  Crown  contributed,  on  its  part,  1,800,- 
000,*  and  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber of  the  same  year,  the  expedition  set  sail  from 
Sanliicar.  Comprised  in  it  were  three  ships,  well 
provisioned  and  manned  by  150  men,  among 

■  The  maravedl  1b  eqalvalent  to  only  one-tliird  of  a  cent,  but 
account  must  be  taken  of  tbe  greater  porchasing  power  of 
mooes  at  that  Ume. 
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'them  carpenters,  wood-sawyers  and  calkers,  to 
imeet  the  possible  necessity  of  building  ships  on 
the  Southern  Sea;  also  all  the  iron,  tackle> 
I'iggin^*  cordage  and  oakum  that  might  be 
needed  for  this  purpose.  At  Espa&ola  Gonzalez 
Divila  remained  for  some  time,  in  order  to  pur- 
chase various  supplies  in  which  they  were  yet  de-. 
ficient,  among  other  things  thirty-five  mares, 
two  carts  and  a  yoke  of  oxen  for  transporting 
the  cargo  across  the  Isthmus.  During  the  first 
days  of  January,  1520,  he  set  sail,  and  twelve 
days  later  arrived  at  the  port  of  Ada,  founded 
by  Pedrarias.  On  the  voyage,  as  a  result  of  a 
storm,  he  had  to  throw  overboard  fifteen  of  the 
mares  that  he  had  bought  in  Espafiola. 

At  Acla,  believing  that  the  government  was 
already  in  the  hands  of  Lope  de  Sosa,  Gonzalez 
D^vila  neglected  to  take  Pedrarias  into  con- 
sideration, and  began  at  once  to  discharge  his 
vessel.  His  surprise  may  well  be  imagined  when 
be  found  that  the  new  governor  had  not  arrived. 
To  correct  the  error,  he  hastened  to  write  to 
Pedrarias,  excusing  himself  for  not  having  gone 
to  Dari^n  directly,  and  explaining  that  it  was 
much  easier  to  transport  the  cargo  from  the  port 
of  Acla,  which  at  that  period  was  the  narrowest 
known  pass  between  the  two  oceans.  The  Gov- 
ernor answered  with  much  warmth,  expressing 
his  indignation  at  the  effrontery  in  landing  so 
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many  men  without  having  previously  asked  his 
leave,  and  then,  alatmed  at  the  sinister  aspect 
the  affair  had  assumed,  Gonzdlez  Ddvila  ordered 
Andres  Nifio  to  proceed  at  once  to  Dari^  with 
the  decrees  in  which  Pedrarias  was  ordered  by  the 
King  to  lend  aid  and  turn  over  the  ships  built 
by  Vasco  Nuflez  de  Balboa.  The  terrible  old 
Governor  was  not  a  man  to  be  daunted  by  such  ■ 
a  small  matter  as  this;  he  merely  replied  that 
the .  ships  had  not  been  the  property  of  Vasco  ! 
Nijflez  but  belonged  to  some  three  himdred 
Spaniards  who  had  helped  him  to  build  them, 
and  that  consequently  he  could  not  deliver  them. 
Andres  Nifio  insisted,  threatening  damages  and 
■punishment,  but  with  no  better  result,  and  he  was 
obUged  at  last  to  return  to  the  port  of  Acla, 
much  crestfallen.  To  crown  their  misfortune. 
Lope  de  Sosa  who  arrived  in  May,  1520,  died  on 
board  his  ship  at  Darien. 

Filled  with  vexation  at  this  melancholy 
turn  of  fate,  Gonzdlez  DAvila  found  it  necessary 
to  decide  upon  a  step  cruelly  repugnant  to  his 
dignity.  He  went  in  person  to  see  Pedrarias, 
and  hhnself  demanded  the  ships  on  the  authority 
of  the  positive  order  of  the  King.  The  humilia- 
tion was  in  vain;  the  Governor  treated  him  as  he 
had  treated  Andres  Nifio.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, having  to  struggle  with  a  tyrant  like 
Pedrarias,  a  man  of  less  mettle  would  have  con- 
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fessed  himself  beaten.  But  DAvila's  energy  was 
indomitable;  he  resolved  upon  a  course  that 
many  described  as  insane:  the  construction  of 
new  ships  on  the  Pacific — "  a  work  which,"  says 
the  Padre  Las  Casas,  "  the  King  would  not  dare 
to  undertake  with  his  greater  facilities  in  men, 
skill  and  means."  Nevertheless  there  were  not 
lacking  those  who  believed  it  possible,  among 
them  the  Treasurer,  Alonso  de  la  Puente,  and  the 
Auditor,  iJiego  Marquez,  who  gave  Gonzdlez 
Divila  financial  assistance. 

The  place  chosen  for  the  work  of  construction 
r  was  the  Balsas  River,  which  emptied  into  the 
Gulf  of  San  Miguel.  Here,  by  dint  of  great 
labor,  the  timber  was  felled  and  sawed,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  to  open  up  a  road  fourteen 
leagues  in  length,  through  the  forests  and  over 
mountains,  from  Ada  to  the  improvised  ship- 
yard. This  done,  the  transporting  of  the  cargo 
was  commenced  by  means  of  the  moribund  beasts  ' 
of  burden  that  had  survived  the  passage  by  sea. 
The  difficulties  that  Ddvila  had  to  overcome  in 
carrying  out  his  enterprise  were  in  truth  epic 
The  path  was  sown  with  corpses  of  men  and  ani- 
mals; the  climate,  hunger,  and  the  terrible  rug- 
gedness  of  the  coimtry  constituted  obstacles  that 
could  have  been  surmounted  only  by  such  ad- 
mirable constancy  and  iron  will  as  that  possessed 
by  the  Captain.    In  due  course  he  had  to  grap- 
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pie  with  the  open  hostility  of  Pedrarias,  who 
sought  in  every  way  to  prevent  the  realization 
of  his  projects,  and,  becoming  at  length  con- 
vinced that  this  obstruction,  too,  would  have  to 
be  removed  from  his  path,  cast  about  for  some 
means  of  pacifying  his  enemy.  Witii  this  object 
in  view,  and  faiowing  that  avarice  was  not  the 
least  of  Pedrarias'  defects,  he  purchased  from 
him  a  negro  acrobat  for  three  hundred  pesos 
( Spanish  dollars) ,  a  price  that  he  knew  to  be  ex- 
orbitant, and  by  «that  good  stroke  of  policy 
caused  him  to  relax  in  a  measure  his  persecution 
and  even  to  agree  to  furnish  some  Indian  slaves 
to  aid  in  the  transportation  of  the  cargo. 

At  last  the  day  arrived  on  which  the  four 
barks  lay  C(»npleted  on  the  Balsas  River.  Of  the 
cme  hundred  and  fifty  men  who  came  with  the 
armada  from  Spain,  many  had  already  perished, 
victims  of  the  unhealthf  ul  climate  and  their  extra- 
ordinary  labors,  and,  when  the  ships  were  towed 
out  towards  the  sea,  those  who  survived  could 
scarcely  credit  the  marvel  achieved  by  their  hands 
and  they  hugged  themselves  in  the  illusion  that 
the  end  of  their  weary  labors  had  arrived.  A 
'  cruel  destiny,  however,  yet  had  in  store  for  them 
many  days  of  trial.  On  the  arrival  of  the  vessels 
at  the  Pearl  Islands,  defects  in  their  construction 
resulted  in  their  total  loss.  How  profound  must 
have  been  the  grief  of  those  valiant  wrestlers  with 
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fortune  in  the  face  of  such  a  great  calamity  I  For 
naught  had  been  the  sacrifice  of  life,  for  naught 
the  almost  superhuman  labors,  the  constancy  and 
energy!  It  is  in  just  such  a  momentous  crisis  as 
this  that  the  greatness  of  Gonzdlez*  soul  is  most 
to  be  admired.  Without  losing  heart  for  a  mo- 
ment, he  only  returned  to  the  task  with  renewed 
rigor.  {Attacking  the  great  undertaking  a  sec- 
ond time,  he  succeeded  in  constructing  on  the 
islands  four  more  ships,  and  with  these,  after 
having  struggled  two  years  vithout  rest>  be  set 
sail  on  the  21st  of  January,  1522.  Before  his 
departure,  he  went  to  Panama  to  ask  of  Ped- 
rarias  a  detail  of  men,  for  the  number  of  those 
tiiat  remained  of  his  command  was  pitifully  few. 
The  Governor  got  rid  of  him  by  evasions  and 
not  one  did  he  grant. 

Without  mishap,  Gonzilez  Divila'then  navi- 
gated a  hundred  leagues  to  the  west,  yet  still 
adversity  was  ever  at  his  heels.  The  sailors  soon 
found  that  all  the  water  casks  were  useless  and 
that  the  ships  had  been  badly  damaged  by  the 
ravages  of  barnacles.  Under  these  conditions 
they  had  no  recourse  but  to  steer  for  shore,  and 
this  they  proceeded  to  do.  The  armada  came  to 
a  halt  on  the  Chiriquf  coast.  The  cargo  was 
taken  out  in  order  to  make  repairs  on  the  ships, 
and,  while  the  new  water  casks  were  being  made, 
the  one  that  was  in  the  best  condition  was  sent  to 
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Fanama  to  procure  the  pitch  that  they  lacked. 
But,  as  the  provisions  were  becoming  scarcer, 
Gonzilez  decided  to  have  Andres  Nifio  remain 
on  the  spot  to  await  the  pitch  whilst  be  himself, 
with  a  part  of  the  command,  continued  by  land. 
.  It  was  resolved  further  that,  as  soon  as  the  ships 
should  Se  ready,  they  should  continue  to  navigate 
westward  along  the  coast  and  await  his  arrival 
in  the  best  port  they  could  find. 

The  Captain-General  undertook  the  journey 
with  one  hundred  men,  at  times  penetrating  into 
the  interior  for  more  than  ten  leagues  from  the 
coast.  On  his  way  he  baptized  many  Indians  and 
gathered  an  abundant  harvest  of  gold,  In  the 
narrative  left  by  his  Treasurer,  Andres  de  Cere- 
ceda,  the  itinerary  of  this  extraordinary  march  ' 
is  set  forth.  He  stopped  at  Burica  and  at  the 
Gulf  of  Dulce  and  had  passed  through  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  caciques  Boto,  Goto,'  Guaicara 
and  Durucaca,'  when,  as  a  result  of  wading 
through  many  rivers  while  in  a  state  of  profuse 
perspiration,  he  was  overcome  by  an  acute  attack 
of  rheumatism  that  made  his  further  progress  on  . 
foot  impossible.  Gonz&lez  thereafter  had  himself 
carried'  in  a  hammock  and  thus  continued  his 

■LeAn  Fern&ndez— B^tflorfa  de  Cotta  Rica,  pp.  S2-87. 
'Tovard  the  monntalus  to  tbe  nortb  of  Bnrlca  Point.    /Md. 
•Durocaca,  or  Turocaca,  on  the  plains  (Oanot)  of  T«rral» 
/Md. 
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march  until  the  heavy  rains  and  the  intensity  off 
his  sufferings  forced  him  to  take  refuge  in  4     i 
house  of  a  leading  cadque,  who  lived  on  an  islani     i 
of  the  Rio  Grande  de  Terraba.  L 

The  dwelling  of  this  cacique  was  very  spacio^t  o) 
and  high,  built  on  piles  and  in  the  form  of  a  imv. 
The  roof  was  thatched  with  bijagua  lea^^.  In 
the  center  a  room  was  constructed  for  the  in- 
valid; the  soldiers  accommodated  themselves  in 
the  houses  in  the  village.  They  stayed  here  fifteen 
days,  and  then  as  a  further  result  of  the  great 
rains,  the  river  overflowed  its  bed,  submerging 
the  whole  of  the  flat  plain.  So  great  was  the  in- 
undation that  in  the  house  of  the  cacique  the 
water  rose  to  the  height  of  men's  chests. 
Fearful  of  drowning,  the  soldiers  asked  G<hi- 
z^lez  D^vila  for  permission  to  seek  safety  in  the 
tree-tops,  but  the  Captain,  who  could  not  move, 
was  left  with  a  few  faithful  followers  confined 
to  his  room.  The  floods  increased.  One  night — 
at  midnight — the  cacique's  house  suddenly  Bbl- 
lapsed,  and  demolished  the  interior  room.  All 
within  would  have  perished  had  it  not  been  that 
by  great  good  fortune  a  lamp  standing  before 
the  image  of  the  Virgin  had  remained  aUght,  and, 
guided  by  its  rays,  they  were  enabled  with  an 
ax  to  chop  their  way  out  of  the  ruins  through 
the  roof.  Gonzalez  D^vila,  found  supporting 
himself  on  his  crutches  among  the  debris  of  the 
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room,  was  carried  from  the  wreck  on  the  Shoul- 
ders of  his  companions,  and,  with  the  aid  of  those 
who  had  sought  refuge  in  the  trees  and  who  had 
arrived  on  the  scene  in  response  to  the  cries  for 
help,  was  placed  in  a  juunmock,  swung  between 
two  trees.  In  this  position  he  remained  for  two 
days  under  a  torrential  downpour  of  rain. 

When  the  flood  had  subsided,  the  Captain  . 
ordered  the  construction  of  huts  in  the  trees, 
for  fear  of  a  recurrence  of  the  catastrophe.    This 
proved  to  be  a  wise  precaution,  for  twice  after 
this  they  had  to  seek  refuge  in  them.     In  the 
disaster  the  provisions  were  lost  and  many  arti- 
cles of  clothing  and  arms.    It  became  necessary, 
later,  to  make  shields  of  padded  cotton  to  ftplace 
the  bucklers  that  had  disappeared.     For  these 
reastms   G^nzdlez  concluded  to  ratum  to  the  ' 
coast,  which  he  was  imable  to  reach  by  land  bei-   i 
cause  of  the  extremely  bad  condition  of  the  soil  ] 
after    the    inundation,    and    therefore    caused  ' 
bal»a$  '  to  be  built,  in  which  he  embarked  with  his  ! 
command  and  the  Indians  in  his  service,  making 
in  all  a  company  of  some  five  hunched  persons,  i 
Several  of  the  bobcu  reached  the  sea,  but  at  night, 
and  were  carried  out  by  the  current  to  a  distance 

•A  light  craft  (rf  tbe  catamaran  type,  common  amonK  the 
Indians  of  tbe  west  coast  of  Central  ^nd  South  America,  con- 
stmcted  someUmeB  of  woven  grass,  nmetlinee  of  bamboo  logs 
bonnd  togetbet,  bat  nsaally  of  tbe  logs  of  the  baUa  tree, 
from  wblcb  It  derives  Its  name,  and  the  wood  of  which  has  a 
Gork-llke  liber.    Tramlator. 
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of  some  two  leagues  from  shore.  The  Captain 
contrived  to  save  them  by  despatching  good 
swimmers  in  some  of  the  other  balsas  that  were 
smaller.  With  their  help  the  missing  ones  were 
brought  back  to  land,  ju^  as  the  crews  had  given 
themselves  up  for  lost. 

Proceeding  on  his  march,  always  towards  the 
west,  Gonzalez  passed  through  the  villages  of  the 
caciques  Carobareque,'  Cochira,''  Cob,®  Huetare  * 
and  Chorotega,  who  Uved  on  the  borders  of  the 
C3ulf  of  San  Vicente,  or  Bay  of  Caldera.  Here 
he  found  the  ships  of  Andres  Nifio,  which  had 
■just  cast  anchor.  Because  of  his  extreme  ill 
health,  he  then  resolved  to  continue  by  water  and 
assigned  to  a  lieutenant  the  command  of  the  ex- 
pedition by  land,  but  when,  on  learning  of  this 
intention,  the  soldiers  evinced  a  gloomy  reluc- 
tance, he  changed  his  plans  and  remained  with 
them,  and  Andres  Nifio  resumed  the  voyag^with 
the  two  ships.  The  other  two  remained  at  San 
Vicente  with  the  forty  thousand  castellanos' 
Worth  of  gold  that  were  already  in  Gonzdlez* 
possession.  Gonzdlez,  with  the  same  hundred 
inen  and  fom  horses  that  he  had  taken  from  the 
^rmada,  then  continued  by  land,  passing  through 

'Pnnta  Mala. 

^Towards  the  river  MuanJOi  wbere  the  village  of  Qnepo 
was  located.    Ibid. 
■  Tnsubres.    /MA 
•Tabarda, 
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the  province  of  Orotina,"  from  whence  he 
covered  twelve  leagues  around  the  Gulf,  through 
the  villages  of  Avancari,'^  and  Cotori."  From 
thence  he  returned  to  Orotina  and  continued  on 
to  Chome,^'  Pocosf,"  and  Cangen,"  and  at  last  ^ 
arrived  at  Nicoya,  the  cacique  of  which  made  him, 
a  present  of  gold  to  the  value  of  14,000  ca»tel-\ 
Umos.  /Here  he  baptized  the  cacique,  his  wives,' 
and  more  than  6,000  of  bis  subjects: 

At  this  place  Gkinzdlez  Davila  remained  ten 
days,  regaled  with  many  festivities,  and  at  the 
hour  of  his  departure  was  presented  by  the 
cacique  with  six  golden  idols,  a  hand  and  more 
in  height,  which  the  cacique  told  him  to  take 
away  since  he  now  no  longer  believed  in  idols. 
He  further  requested  that  some  person  be  left 
behind  to  instruct  him  in  the  tenets  of  the  Catho- 
lic religion,  but  this  the  Captain  did  not  dare 
to  do. 

From  Nicoya  he  went  to  Sabandi  "  and  after- 

"OroUna  occapted  the  coast  between  the  Arasjnez  and 
Cbomes  (OnasliDal)  rlverB.    Ibid. 

"  Avancarl  Is  tbe  Abangares  ot  to-day. 

"Cotorl  Is  Bomewtaere  between  the  Abasgaree  and  Gbomes 
(Ouaslmal)  livera.    IMd. 

"The  Chomee  Indiana  occnided  tbe  soarcea  of  the  Gbomes 
RlTe-.    Ibid. 

"  Probably  to  the  Dortb  ot  Pan  de  Aadcar  (Sngarloaf  Monn- 
taln)  on  the  Nicoya  Peolnsnla.    Ibid. 

"Near  Lepanto.    IMd. 

"Sabandl,  SapancI  or  Cipand  la  the  natlTe  name  for  the 
Templsqne  River.  Ibid.  This  village  was  situated  at  the  upper 
waters,  three  leagaes  from  tbe  mooth  of  the  river. 
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wards  to  Corobicf,'^  and  six  leagues  from  this 
village  came  upon  the  gold  washings  of  Chira;" 
from  these  in  three  hours  they  extracted  with  a 
trough  gold  of  a  low  grade  valued  at  ten  pesos 
and  four  fowwne*."  ITience  he  returned  to  Cor- 
obicl,  later  went  to  DiriA '"  and  afterwards  to 
Namiapi',''  and  from  that  village  passed  into 
Orosi  and  thence  to  Papagayo.^'    At  this  last 

i  village  the  heard  of  a  very  powerful  cacique, 
called  Nicaragua,  who  lived  on  the  strip  of  land 
;  embraced  between  the  ocean  and  the  Lake  of 
'  Granada,  which  now  forms  the  Department  of 
Rivas. 

Whereupon  Gonztilez  Ddvila  determined  to 
visit  this  territory  of  Nicaragua's.  Many  leaders 
among  the  Indians  who  accompanied  him  tried 
to  dissuade  him  from  the  enterprise,  which  in 
their  judgment  was  most  dangerous,  and  even 
some  of  his  own  men  protested,  but  the  forceful 
Captain  would  not  hsten  to  their  counsels  of  pru- 

"  A  Tillage  situated  on  an  affluent  of  tbe  Pledras  Biver  which 
Btlll  prese^vefl  that  name. 

''This  place  mnst  not  be  confounded  with  the  island  of 
Chlra. 

"A  pe»o,  or  dollar,  la  a  Spanish  coin  weighlnK  one  ounce; 
a  tomin  is  a  third  of  a  drachm,  Spactah  meaBure,  representing 
a  real  in  Spanish  Ameriba. 

"The  Cacique  DirU  probabl?  occupied  the  territory  be- 
tween BeKn  and  Bols6n,  and  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  offln- 
ent  of  the  Tempisque,  which  posses  through  there,  still  pre- 
serres  the  name  of  DlrlA.    /Bid. 

"  Probably  on  the  coast  of  -Culebra  Bay. 

"On  the  coast  between  Salinas  Bay  and  San  Juan  del  Bur. 
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dence.  "  I  go  with  the  detemrfhation  not  to  turn 
back,"  be  wrote  the  King,  *'  until  some  one  ap- 
pears who  by  force  of  arms  shall  prevent  my  go- 
ing forward."  '•  One  day,  before  arriving  at  the 
viUage,  he  despatched  in  the  capacity  of  heralds 
six  of  the  principal  Indians  among  those  he  took 
with  him,  together  with  several  interpreters,  to 
announce  to  Nicaragua  what  it  h}id  been  his 
custom  to  say  to  the  other  caciques:  that  he,  Gil 
Gonz&lez  Ddvila,  was  "  a  captain  whom  the  great 
King  of  the  Christians  sent  to  those  parts  to 
tell  all  princes  and  lords  therein  that  they  should 
know  that  in  Heaven,  higher  even  than  the  sun, 
there  dwells  a  Lord  who  made  all  things  and 
all  men,  and  that  all  those  who  believed  this  and 
acknowledged  him  as  their  Lord,  and  who  are, 
therefore.  Christians,  will  arise  and  go  jip  to  him 
when  they  die,  and  that  those  who  are  not  Chris-  - 
tians  will  descend  into  the  fire  under  the  earth."'" 
He  commanded  the  heralds  to  say  also  that  the 
same  tidings  had  been  brought  to  the  caciques 
he  had  left  behind  in  his  march  and  that  all  had 
adopted  this  behef  and  become  Christians  and 
vassals  of  the  great  King  of  Castile;  that  he  pro- 

■U&nnel  M.  de  Peralta — Ootta  Bica,  Ificaragua  y  Panomd, 
p.  10. 

"Hannel  M.  de  Peralta — Ootia  Rica,  NU)aragua  y  PanamA, 
V.  10. 

"OonzAles  took  with  Urn  od  this  expedition,  to  serve  as  in- 
terpreters, the  iDdlans  seized  Id  1619  at  tbe  Galf  of  Nicofa  by 
Jnan  de  CaBtaOeda  aitd  HemAn  Fooce  de  Uon. 
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posed  to  do  as  much  for  all  the  cadqutu  i^^o 
lived  in  the  west;  that  they  need  have  no  fears; 
that  they  should  continue  to  reside  in  their  vil- 
lages with  their  subjects,  where  he  would  come 
to  them  and  tell  them  other  great  thiiigs  con- 
cerning his  God,  but  that  if  they  were*  not  dis- 
posed to  give  ear,  and  to  become  vassals  of  his 
King,  then  ttiey  must  meet  him  on  the  field  of 
battle. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  the 
emissaries  took  their  departure,  an  unfortunate 
accident  occurred;  three  of  the  musketeers  were 
severely  burned  by  the  explosion  of  some  pow- 
der they  had  been  testing  and  it  became  neces- 
sary to  leave  them  where  they  were,  in  the  care 
of  one  man.  This  untoward  event,  happening 
on  the  evf  of  the  battle  they  feared,  disheart- 
ened the  soldiers,  who  were  already  much  con- 
cerned over  the  accounts  given  by  the  Indians 
of  the  great  power  of  Nicar^ua.  The  Cap- 
tain, however,  harangued  them  and  succeeded 
in  restoring  their  couurage  by  his  reassuring 
words.  • 

At  a  distance  of  a  league  from  the  famous 
village,  Gk)nzdlez  D^vila  came  upon  four  head 
men,  who  told  him  that  their  chief  awaited  him 
in  peace.  On  learning  this  good  news,  he  re- 
simied  his  march  and  was  well  received  by  Nic- 
aragua,   who    made    him    a    present    of    gold 
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amounting  to  15,000  ceuteUanos.  In  his  turn 
the  Captain  presented  the  cacique  with  a  cos- 
tume of  silk,  a  red  cap  and  some  gewgaws  from 
Castile. 

The  village  of  Nicaragua  was  situated  on  the 
border  of  a  great  lake,  which  the  natives  called 
Cozabolca,  and  it  was  with  admiring  eyes  tiiat 
the  Spaniards  looked  upon  this  fresh-water  sea 
(ttn  mar  de  agua  dvlce).^  They  were  told  by 
tiie  Indians  that  it  had  no  communication  with 
the  ocean,  but  the  pilots  assured  their  captain 
that  it  must  empty  into  the  Atlantic  and  in  this 
they  were  not  mistaken.  Gonzalez  Diviia  took 
possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  plunging  into  the  waters  on  horseback, 
sword  in  hand. 

Two  days  after  his  arrival  at  Nicaragua's  vil- 
lage, he  baptized  the  cacique,  with  all  his  wives 
and  subjects — 9,000  souls  and  more.  The  his- 
torian G^mara ''  relates  that  the  caddie  Nicara- 
gua, a  man  of  subtlety  and  caution,  asked  the 
Spaniards  a  number  of  questions  before  accept- 
ing the  waters  of  bag^sm.  Among  them  were 
several  they  had  difficulty  in  jmswering.  He 
asked  whether  the  Christians  had  been  warned 
of  the  deluge  and  whether  there  had  ever  been 
another  flood,  whether  some  day  the  earth  would 

"Har  Dolce. 

"FrftDdMO  Upes  de  Ooman— fflafoHa  Qmena  de  lot 
IndUu. 
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be  overthrown  and  the  heavens  fall,  when  and 
how  the  sun,  moon  and  stars  would  lose  their 
brightness  and  stop  in  their  courses,  how  large 
they  were,  who  moved  them  and  held  them  up, 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  darkness  at  night  and 
what  produced  cold,  adding  that  it  would  be 
better  to  have  light  and  heat  always.  He  asked 
also  what  honors  should  be  paid  to  the  threefold 
God  of  the  Christians,  who  made  the  heavens 
and  the  sun  he  worshiped,  the  sea,  the  land  end 
man  who  had  doqfiinion  over  the  birds  of  the  air 
and  the  fishes  of  the  sea  and  over  everything  else 
in  the  world.  He  asked  where  the  soul  was  lo- 
cated and  what  it  did  when  once  free  from  the 
body,  whether  the  Pope  of  Rome,  Vicar  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  God  of  the  Christians,  was 
mortal,  and  how  Christ  could  be  God  and  man 
at  the  same  time  and  his  Mother  a  virgin, 
whether  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Castile  was 
mortal  and  why  such  a  small  number  of  men 
wanted  the  great  quantity  of  gold  they  were  in 
search  of. 

At  the  end  of  a  week  (^nzdlez  Divila  moved 
on  into  the  province  of  Nochari,  situated  six 
leagues  ahead  of  him,  where  he  found  six  vil- 
lages, each  with  a  population  of  some  2,000. 
Their  caciques  gave  him  gold  valued  at  88,484 
caatellanos,  besides  slaves  and  provisions.     In 
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return   the   chaplain   of   the   expedition,   Don  | 
Diego  de  Aguero,  gave  baptism  to  all. 

Here  also  many  neighboring  caciques  came 
to  call  on  the  Captain.  Among  them  was  one 
called  Diriagen,  who  made  a  most  sensational 
entry  at  the  head  of  500  Indians,  each  carrying  . 
one  or  two  turkeys.  Behind  them  marched  ten 
men  with  banners;  following  these  came  seven- 
teen women  covered  from  head  to  foot  with 
golden  disks;  then  the  cacique  with  his  courtiers 
and  five  trumpeters.  In  additioit  to  their  other 
weapons  they  carried  200  axes,  made  of  gold  of 
a  low  grade,  which,  together' with  ihe  disks,  rep- 
resented a  value  in  excess  of  18,000  casteUanos. 
Coming  to  a  halt  before  the  house  where  Gon- 
zalez Divila  was  being  entertained,  after  a  brief 
fanfare  of  trumpets,  Diriagen  entered,  accom- 
panied by  his  nobles  and  followed  by  the 
women  and  bearers  with  the  gold.  When  the 
Captain  caused  them  to  be  questioned  as  to  the 
purpose  of  their  visit,  they  answered  that  they 
had  come  to  see  these  foreigners  that  wore  beards 
and  mounted  strange  animals.  Through  the  .me-, 
dium  of  interpreters,  Gonzdlez  Ddvila  addressed 
them  in  his  customary  form  on  the  subject  of 
God  and  the  King  of  Castile,  but  their  reply 
when  asked  whether  they  wished  to  be  baptized, 
was  that  they  would  return  within  three  days. 

What  the  astute  Diriagen  had  really  sought 
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was  merely  to  ascertain  the  numerical  strength 
of  the  foreigners,  and,  having  found  it  to  be  so 
small,  determined  to  exterminate  tiion.  Thus 
it  was  that  on  Saturday,  April  17th,  the -day 
appointed  for  his  baptism,  he  fell  upon  the  Span- 
iards, without  warning,  at  the  head  of  three  or 
four  thousand  warriors  and  would  surely  have 
carried  out  his  purpose  had  not  an  Indian  of 
the  village  given  the  alarm  when  the  attacking 
army  was  already  within  bow  shot.  Gonzdlez 
Davila,  hiuriedly  mounting  one  of  the  remain- 
ing horses — the  best  of  them  had  been  taken  by 
the  chaplain  on  a  proselyting  tour — ordered  his 
men  into  the  open  square,  where  for  a  consid- 
erable time  heavy  fighting  took  place  and  the 
victory  hung  in  the  balance,  though  at  length  the 
Indians  gave  way,  and,  piirsued  by  the  Span- 
iards, abandoned  the  village.  In  his  ardogthe 
Captain  advanced  so  far  that  he  ahnost  became 
a  victim  of  his  fearlessness. 

In  spite  of  the  victory  gained,  the  soldiers  who 
'  had  come  so  far  against  their  will  began  to  mur- 
.  jvua^against  his  foolbardiness  and  made  it  plain 
to  htAi  that,  being  such  a  small  company — ^barely 
sixty  able-bodied  men — they  did  not  care  to 
proceed  farther.  Obliged  to  yield,  Gonzalez  Dd- 
vila  ordered  a  retreat.  Nicaragua  thereupon 
sought  to  improve  the  opportunity  by  attacking 
the  Spaniards  in^his  turn  and  recovering  the 
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gold. .  The  expedition  passed  through  his  vil-  , 
lage  in  good  order  at  11  o'clock  in  the  morning; 
but,  when  the  soldiers  had  gotten  outside,  many 
Indians  approached  and  urged  those  who  were 
carrying  the  impedimenta  to  throw  down  their 
burdens  and  fly.  At  first,  to  prevent  the  break- 
ing out  of  further  hostilities,  the  Captain  bore 
this  witii  patience;  finally  he  was  compelled  to 
order  the  cross-bowmen  to  fire  and  some  of  the 
Indians  were  wotmded.  Immediately  a  multi- 
tude  of  warriors  rushed  out  of  the  village  with 
deafening  war  cries.  Gonzalez  ordered  Andres 
de  Cereeeda  to  go  forward  with  all  haste  with 
the  impedimenta  while  he  formed  a  rear  guard 
with  the  other  three  horses,  ten  cross-bowmen 
and  four  peons  armed  with  muskets.  The  bat- 
tle lasted  until  sunset,  the  Spaniards  fighting 
cgptinuously  as  they  retired.  -  At  last,  when  the 
Indians  saw  the  ineflfectiveness  of  their  attacks, 
they  asked  for  peace  and  to  this  the  Captain 
gladly  consented.  Nicaragua  sought  to  justify 
the  aggression  by  casting  the  blame  on  a  cacique 
called  Coatega. 

In  this  long  engagement  Gonzdlez  Diivfl»-«^i 
not  lose  a  single  man;  the  only  wounds  received  ; 
'were  those  suffered  by  his  horse.  Many  of  the  \ 
Indian  porters  had  taken  flight,  however,  causing  ^ 
the  toss  of  a  large  number  of  personal  effects,  but  ; 
the  gold  was  sayed  intact.   At  midnight  the  expe-    ' 
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dition  assembled  on  a  hill,  and,  taking  advantage 
of  the  moon,  continued  the  retreat.  Then,  trav- 
I  eling  night  and  day  almost  without  rest,  (ron- 
zdlez  pushed  on  until  he  arrived  at  the  Gulf 
of  San  Vicente,  where  he  found  Andres  Niiio 
awaiting  him,  the  latter,  on  his  return  from  his 
exploring  tour,  having  come  to  anchor  there  the 
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week  before.  During  this  tour,  he  had  discov- 
ered the  Bay  of  Fonseca,  in  Honduras,  called  by 
the  •  Indians  Chorotega,  and_the  Gulf  of  Te- 
huantepec,  wtucITmarked  the  terminatTon'oniis 
foyage. 

It  being  necessary,  because  of  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  the  biggest  of  the  ships,  to  leave  it  at 
San  Vicente,  the  discoverers  set  sail  in  Uie  other 
three  and  in  Indian  canoes  for  Panama,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  25th  of  June,  1528.    Though 
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the  greater  part  was  of  low  standard,  when  the 
gold  presented  to  them  by  the  caciques  of  Costa 
Rica  and  Nicaragua  was  melted  down,  it  was 
found  to  be  worth  11^24  castelUmoaJ^^  After 
the  royal  fifth  had  been  segregated,  Gonzalez 
sent  Alonso  de  la  Puente  to  Pedrarias  to  ask  for 
munitions  of  war  to  enable  him  to  return  and 
punish  the  treachery  of  the  Nicaraguan  caciques.  >' 
The  Governor  answered  that  he  was  disposed  to 
i  grant  Gonz&lez'  request  provided  he  made  it  in 
the  capacity  of  his  lieutenant  and  in  his  name — 
"  the  which  I  had  small  desire  to  do,"  writes 
Gonzalez  to  the  King,  *'  because  it  appeared  to 
me  that  I,  being  the  Captain  of  Your  Majesty, 
in  whose  name  the  request  was  made,  it  would 
have  been  beneath  my  dignity  to  accept  the  con- 
dititms,  to  say  nothing  of  the  difference  existing 
between  his  lineage  and  my  own."  This  high- 
spirited  Captain  must  have  been  noble  indeed 
to  treat  with  such  disdain  the  lineage  of  Pedra- 
rias, who  claimed  descent  from  the  famous  Count 
Arias  Gonzalo,''  but  it  must  be  said  also  that 
the  Arias  D^vila  family  of  that  period  was  re- 
puted to  be  of  Jewish  extraction. 

So  immense  a  quantity  of  gold,  the  fruit  of  t 
an  expedition  in  which  more  than  82,000  souls 

"  It  Is  very  difficult  to  flz  tbe  exact  value  of  this  amtnuit. 
It  mar.  however,  be  eBtlmated  at  1800,000. 

"DoD  Ansel  del  Arco  y  Hollnero — OloriM  de  la  Nobleza 
BspaHola,  p.  284.    Tarragona,  1899. 
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'  had  been  baptized,  awakened  the  avarice  of  the 
i  Governor,  if,  indeed,  it  had  ever  been  asleep. 
'  Casting  about  for  a  means  of  possessing  him- 
self of  the  treasure,  he  began  to  hamper  Gon- 
zalez* expedition  by  every  means  in  his  power. 
Gonzalez  bought  a  caravel  in  Nombre  de  Dios, 
and,  as  toon  as  Pedrarias  knew  of  this,  he  noti- 
fied him,  through  the  medium  of  his  officers,  that 
the  King's  fifth  must  not  be  placed  in  a  single 
vessel — on  the  pretext  that  it  would  be  subject  i 
to  the  risk  of  loss.  Gonzalez  repUed  that  it 
would  run  a  greater  risk  if  it  remained  in  the 
Governor's  hands,  and,  without  further  argu- 
ment, set  forth  by  stealth  for  Nombre  de  Dios. 
With  all  speed,  when  he  heard  of  this,  Pedrarias 
hurried  after  him — or,  more  correctly  speaking, 
after  the  money — but  the  Captain,  having  had 
two  hours*  notice  of  his  impending  arrival,  sailea 
away  with  the  treasure. 

Gil  Gonz&lez  Ddvila  merits  a  prominent  place 
in  the  gallery  of  great  Spanish  adventurers. 
His  building  of  the  ships,  his  march  of  224 
leagues  through  nimierous  warlike  tribes  with 
but  a  handful  of  men,  and  his  struggle  against 
the  forces  of  nature  seem  more  like  fiction  than 
human  achievements.  His  name,  however,  does 
not  shine  in  history  as  it  is  entitled  to  do — pos- 
sibly because  it  is  not  associated  with  those  great 
crimes  that  have  brought  such  fame  to  others. 
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for,  though  a  great  hunter  of  gold,  he  was  hu- 
mane withal,  and  knew  how  to  arrive  at  his  ends 
without  imposing  too  burdensome  exactions  or 
wantonly  committing  cruelties. 


,y 
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CHAPTER  VI 

FODNDING      OF      THE      ToWU      OF      BeDSBLAS,      IN  OftO- 

TiNA — Its  Vicissitiides — The  Expedition  of  An- 
dres   Gakabito— MabtIn    Estete's    Entky    into 

SuEBKlJ 

1524-1529 

FROM  the  time  Pedrarias  saw  Gonzalez  re- 
turn with  the  treasure  and  heard  the  news 
of  the  rich  countries  he  had  explored,  a 
project  had  been  formulating  in  his  mind  to  seize 
them  for  his  own,  this  is  on  the  theory  of  priority 
in  discovery,  based  on  the  expedition  of  Gaspar 
de  Espinosa  in  1519.  Nor  did  be  scruple  to  com- 
municate his  intention  to  Gonzalez  himself,  and 
added  that  certain  vessels  he  had  in  readiness  f  oi^ 
an  expedition  towards  the  east,  it  was  his  pur- 
pose now  to  send  to  the  west.  Against  this  the 
successful  Captain  protested,  stating  that  those 
peoples  had  already  been  Christianized;  but  such 
an  argument  could  have  little  weight  with  Pe- 
drarias, who  destroyed  Christians  and  infidels 
alike  when  it  was  to  his  interest  so  to  do. 

Gonzdlez  Davila's  flight  added  to  Pedrarias* 
determination  to  dispossess  him  the  desire  for 
vengeance.  By  his  orders,  Captain  Herrera 
went  to  Espaflola  in  search  of   soldiers   and 
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horsep  for  an  expedition  to  be  directed  against! 
Nicaragua;  and,  fearful  lest  Gonzalez  should 
again  orerreach  him,  the  Governor  for  a  while 
delayed,  and  then,  with  money  lent  by  the 
prebendary  Bon  Fernando  de  Luque,  Francisco 
Pizarro  and  Diego  de  Almagro,  armed  a  small 
squadron  and  placed  in  command  Francisco 
Fem^dez  de  Cordova.  Among  those  who  took 
part  in  this  expedition  were  also  the  captains 
Gabriel  de  Rojas,  Sosa,  Francisco  Campaft6n, 
Andres  Garabito,  Benito  Hurtado  and  Her- 
nando de  Soto,  the  same  who  was  afterwards  to 
become  one  of  the  conquerors  of  Peru,  and  later 
Governor  of  Cuba,  Adelantado  of  Florida  and; 
the  discoverer  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  region  of  Orotina,  near  the  present  port 
of  Puntarenas,  Femindez  de  C6rdova,  in  the 
very  beginning  of  1524,  founded  the  town  of 
Bruselas  and  parceled  out  among  its  inhabi- 
tants the  Guetare  Indians  and  those  in  Nicoya 
and  Chira.  Captain  Ruy  Diaz  was  charged  with 
the  government  of  the  town  and  Andres  Gara- 
bito remained  there  as  his  lieutenant.  Femin- 
dez  de  Cordova  then  continued  towards  Nicara- 
gua, and,  in  the  same  year  of  1524,  founded  the 
cities  of  Le<Sn  and  Granada. 

For  his  part,  Gonz&lez  Ddvila  had  not  been 
content  to  sleep  on  his  laurels.  From  Espaflola 
he  despatched  the  Treasurer  Andres  de  Cere- 
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ceda  to  court,  with  the  gold  representing  the 
royal  fifth  and  an  extensive  account  of  Jfis  dis- 
coveries; meanwhile  he  prepared  a  new  expedi- 
tion to  Nicaragua — this  time,  howevar,  by  way 
of  Honduras,  his  purpose  being  as  fiiuch  to  avoid 
falling  again  into  the  clutches  of  Pedrarias  as 
to  search  for  the  outlet  of  the  Dulce  Sea,  or  Lake 
of  Nicaragua,  and  the  Dudoso  Strait  (Doubt- 
ful Strait) — so  called  because  it  was  supposed 
that  there  existed  a  communication  between  the 
two  oceans  at  about  the  latitude  where  Hon- 
duras and  Nicara^a  la^..  ' 
^  L-  .  Cereceda,  who  was  well  received  in  Spain,  se- 
^  i  cured  the  authority  asked  for  by  his  chief  to 

K  ■  carry  forward  the  undertakings  he  had  com- 

;  menced.  As  soon  as  he  had  returned  to  Espa- 
Aola,  Gonzalez  Ddvila  set  sail  in  a  small  squad- 
ron, with  800  men  and  50  horses,  and  arrived 
safely  at  the  coast  of  Honduras,  from  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Dulce  Gulf,  in  Guatemala,  and 
in  1524  founded  the  city  of  San  Gil  de  Buena- 
vista.  Afterwards  his  march  led  him  into  the 
valley  of  Olancho  (Honduras),  where,  when 
Francisco  Femindez  de  Cordova  learned  of  his 
presence  in  the  locality,  he  sent  against  him  Her- 
nando de  Soto,  whom  Gonz&lez  put  to  rout. 
After  the  victory  Gonzalez,  not  deeming  himself 
strong  enough  to  drive  Pedrarias'  forces  out  of 
Nicaragua,  retired  to  Puerto  Caballos. 
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As  though  this  were  not  enough,  a  third  com- 
petitor appeared  in  the  lists,  for  Hemiin  Cortes, 
after  his  great  conquest  of  Mexico,  had  also  un- 
dertaken the  quest  of  the  Dudoso  Strait.  To  this 
end,  he  despafthed  two  expeditions,  one  by  land,- 
under  the  command  of  Don  Pedro  de  Alvarado, 
and  the  other  by  sea,  under  Cristobal  de  Olid. 
This  illustrious  Captain,  taking  Gonzalez  Divila 
by  surprise,  fell  upon  him  and  made  him  pris- 
oner. Immediately  afterward,  however,  as  did 
so  many  others  during  the  concfliest  of  America, 
Olid  rebelled  against  his  chief,  and  as  soon  as 
the  intelligence  reached  Cort^,  he  despatched  a 
third  force  to  Honduras  by  water,  captained  by 
his  relative  Francisco  de  Las  Casas,  who  also 
fell  into  the  power  of  the  rebel  leader. 

Unfortunately  for  Olid,  himself  valor  person- 
ified, he  underestimated  his  prisoners  and  had 
cause  to  regret  his  mistake.  Both  were  men  of 
great  force  of  character,  and,  as  he  allowed  them 
to  communicate  with  his  soldiers,  among  whom 
many  were  devoted  to  Cortes,  the  two  prisoners 
conspired  against  him.  One  night,  while  Olid 
was  conversing  with  them  and  entirely  oflF  his 
guard,  Francisco  de  Las  Casas  suddenly  sprang 
upon  him,  and,  seizing  him  by  the  beard,  aimed 
a  blow  at  him  with  a  paper  cutter,  while  Gon- 
zalez, in  his  turn,  wounded  him  in  several  places 
with  a  weapon  he  had  wrested  from  a  soldier  of 
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the  guard.  Olid  escaped  further  injury  and  sue- 
ceeded  in  hiding  himself,  but  he  was  later  dis- 
covered and  beheaded  by  Las  Casas.  Las  Casas 
at  once  returned  to  Mexico,  taking  Gonzalez 
with  him  as  a  prisoner.  Gonzalez  was  eventually 
sent  back  to  Spain,  in  chains,  for  trial,  and  the 
famous  adventurer  died  at  Avila  in  1526,  soon 
after  his  arrival  on  the  Peninsula. 

The  town  of  Bruselas  was  destined  soon  to 
disappear.  IWhen  the  Audiencia  *  of  Santo  Do- 
i  mingo  was  informed  of  the  serious  disturbances 
i  that  had  broken  out  in  Hondm-as  between  Fer- 
nandez de  Cordova,  Gil  Gonzalez,  Crist6bal  de 
Olid  and  Francisco  de  Las  Casas,  it  sent  the 
Fiscal  (Attorney  General),  Pedro  Moreno,  to 
put  things  in  order,  with  particular  instructions 
to  leave  the  government  of  Nicaragua  to  Gon- 
zdlez  Ddvila.  Whereupon  Fernandez  de  Cor- 
dova, who  had  a  considerable  force  under  him, 
and  who  was  well  fortified  in  Granada,  concluded 
(that  the  moment  had  arrived  to  shake  off  the 
(authority  of  Pedrarias  and  himself  assume  com- 
mand over  the  rich  province.  To  this  end,  he 
convoked  the  principal  inhabitants  and  proposed 
to  them  at  the  meeting  that  the  government  of 

'Tile  audiencia  was  a.  superior  Judicial  trlbnnal,  which  was, 
besides,  under  the  ancient  colonial  r^lme  of  Spain,  a  govern- 
ing body,  exercising  adminlBtratlve  functions  and  haTtug  drll 
Jurisdiction  over  one  or  more  provinces.  DiooUmario  raeonodo 
de  LeffUhtcMn  j/  JuHadicctAn,  by  Escriche.    Tramlator. 
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Nicaragua  ought  to  depend  entirely  upon  the ' 
Audienda  of  Santo  Domingo.  Nearly  all  as- 
sented to  his  wishes.  The  Captains  Heniando  . 
de  Soto  and  Francisco  Campafion  having  de-  .. 
clared  vigorously  in  favor  of  Pedrarias,  Fernan- 
dez de  C6rdoya  imprisoned  De  Soto  in  the  fort- 
ress at  Granada,  because  of  his  opposition, 
whence  he  was  rescued  by  his  friend  Campaflon 
with  the  aid  of  twelve  resolute  men,  all  of  whom 
escaped  by  land  to  Panama.  This  occurred  in 
1525.  y/ 

When  Hernando  de  Soto  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing Panama  after  having  undergone  severe 
hardships  on  the  way,  he  acquainted  his  chief 
with  the  events  in  Nicaragua,  and,  with  all  speed, 
and  undaunted  by  age  and  disease — for  by  that 
time  he  had  passed  his  seventieth  year  and  was 
afflicted  with  gout — Pedrarias  assembled  such 
munitions  of  war  as  were  at  his  disposal  and  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1526  embarked  for 
Nati.  Here  he  completed  his  preparations,  after 
whidi  Benito  Hurtado  and  Hernando  de  Soto 
set  out  by  land  with  a  part  of  the  force,  while 
Pedrarias  proceeded  by  sea  as  far  as  the  Island 
of  Chira,  and  took  possession  with  much  solem- 
nity on  the  16th  of  March,  1526.*  Here  he 
learned  that  the  town  of  Bruselas  had  been  de- 
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populated  by  order  of  Fem4ndez  de  C6rdova  in 
order  that  he  might  be  provided  with  a  stronger 
force  for  the  defense  of  the  fortress  at  Granada. 

FemAudez  de  Cordova's  interest  in  the  rebel- 
lion against  Pedrarias,  however,  had  begun  to 
flag.  Having  heard  tKat  he  was  trying  to  es- 
cape, Pedrarias  arranged  that  the  Veedor,*  Mar- 
tin Estete,  should  advance  under  secret  orders 
to  arrest  him;  he  himself  was  to  follow  his  emis- 
sary by  way  of  Nicoya,  where  Hm1;ado  and 
Hernando  de  Soto  were  to  join  him.  On  the 
way  he  learned  that  Estete  had  succeeded  with- 
out disturbance  in  imprisoning  the  rebellious 
lieutenant  in  the  latter's  own  fortress  at  Granada. 
Pedrarias  had  barely  arrived  in  that  city  before 
he  ordered  his  Alcalde  mayor,  Diego  de  Molina, 
to  summon  Femindez  de  Cordova  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  administration.  Having  meanwhile 
received  news  that  Pedro  de  Alvarado  was  in 
Chorotega  Malalacd,*  he  hastened  to  remove  his 
prisoner  to  Le<Sn,  and,  arming  all  the  available 
soldiers,  sent  them,  under  the  conmiand  of  Her- 
nan  Ponce  de  Leon,  Andres  Garsbito  and  Fran- 
cisco Campafion,  against  Cort&'  doughty  cap- 
tain, to  contest  his  advance  upon  Nicaragua. 

But  at  this  stage  Cortes  and  Alvarado,  who, 

*  Under  the  Spaolah  colonial  rSgliiie,  tbe  veedor  was  tlie  over- 
seer or  inspector  of  prlBone.  ezerdaliiK  (anctlona  eimllar  to 
those  of  sheriff  in  the  United  States.    Translator. 

'Gboluteca,  in  Honduras. 
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it  appears,  had  a  secret  understanding  with  Fer- 
nandez de  C6rdova,  were  forced  to  return  to 
Mexico,  which  had  broken  out  in  revolt  in  the 
absence  of  the  Conqueror.  Thus  Pedrarias,  re- 
lieved of  the  fears  that  been  inspired  by  the 
nearness  of  such  awesome  rivals,  was  left  in  free 
tranquillity  to  satisfy  his  vengeance.  He  de- 
stroyed Fernandez  de  Cordova  as  he  had  de- 
stroyed Vasco  Niiflez  de  Balboa. 

Although  then,  by  order  of  Pedrarias,  the 
town  of  Bruselas  was  repeopled  by  Captain 
Gonzalo  de  Badajoz  in  1526,  and  the  Indians  of 
the  neighborhood  parceled  out  anew  among  the  ; 
inhabitants,  this  second  attempt  was  fated  to  \ 
have  no  better  resxdt  than  the  first.  For,  in  the  ' 
government  of  Castilla  del  Oro,  Pedrarias  was 
superseded  by  Pedro  de  las  Rios,  and  had  to  re- 
turn to  Panama  to  respond  to  the  many  charges 
brought  against  him  in  a  proceeding  instituted 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  him  to  account  for  the 
administration  of  his  office,  and  the  government 
of  Nicaragua  remaining  vacant,  Diego  L6pez 
de  Salcedo,  Governor  of  Honduras,  sought  to 
take  possession  of  it  for  himself.  Also  Pedro  de 
los  Rios,  as  heir  to  the  rights  of  Pedrarias,  laid 
claim  to  it  and  proceeded  to  Bruselas,  where  his 
pretensions  were  recognized.  But,  as  Salcedo 
had  already  established  his  authority  in  Le6n, 
Pedro  de  los  Rios  was  forced  to  return  imme- 
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i  diately  to  Panama,  and,  as  a  punishment  for 
'  having  declared  in  his  favor,  the  town  was  de- 
'  populated  a  second  time  by  virtue  of  an  order 
from  Salcedo. 

The  execution  of  the  order  was  entrusted  to 
Captain  Garabito,  who,  with  eighty  foot  sol- 
diers and  seventy  horses,  established  his  camp  at 
Nicoya,  from  whence  he  entered  into  correspond- 
ence with  the  citizens  of  Bruselas,  calling  upon 
them  to  abandon  the  city  and  remove  to  Le6a 
and  not  oblige  him  to  resort  to  force,  and  oflfer- 
ing  them  many  inducements  in  the  name  of  Sal- 
cedo. The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  aban- 
doned their  houses;  eventually  only  the  Gov- 
ernor's lieutenant  and  some  few  of  his  friends 
remained,  and,  for  fear  of  the  great  number  of 
Indians  that  were  preparing  to  attack  them, 
they  also  had  to  take  their  departure  in  the  end. 
Later,  Fedrarias,  who  by  that  time  had  been  ap- 
pointed Governor  of  Nicaragua,  stirred  up  a 
dispute  with  Pedro  de  los  Rios,  Governor  of 
Castilla  del  Oro,  concerning  the  possession  of 
the  destroyed  town.  By  royal  decree  of  1529  it 
was  declared  to  belong  to  the  government  of 
Nicaragua. 

Thus  ends  the  brief  history  of  Bruselas,  the 
first  town  founded  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Costa  Rica.  The  Indians  inhabiting 
the  i^ores  of  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya  and  distributed 
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among  the  inhabitants  were  treated  with  great 
barbarity.  Those  who  did  not  die  of  fatigue 
from  their  employment  as  beasts  of  burden  were 
forcibly  taken  from  their  lands,  branded  by  hot 
irons '  and  sent  to  Panama,  Peru  and  elsewhere 
to  be  sold  as  slaves.  Against  these  cruelties,  the 
Chorotegas,  who  at  first  submitted,  later  re- 
belled, and  many  Indians  of  other  tribes  and 
from  the  Island  of  Chira,  flying  from  the  Span- 
iards, sought  refuge  with  them;'  for,  after  the 
destruction  of  Bruselas,  they  were  parceled  out 
anew  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  Le6n 
and  Granada,  Pedrarias  reserving  for  himself 
the  best  of  those  in  Nicoya.  Even  the  Indians 
of  that  region,  though  they  had  from  the  first 
submitted  and  shown  fidelity  to  the  conquerors, 
did  not  on  this  account  receive  preferment.  On 
the  contrary,  there  was  no  exaction  or  outrage  of 
which  they  were  not  made  victims.  Being  lo- 
cated along  the  road  from  Nicaragua,  travelers 
entering  the  village  exacted  from  them  provi- 
sions and  burden-bearers  and  those  who  were 
taken  were  forcibly  torn  from  their  homes  to  be 
sold  in  distant  lands. 

Neither  L6pez  de  Salcedo  nor  Pedro  de  los  '^ 
Bios  saw  the  realization  of  his  ambition.  Just  \ 
as  every  one  had  readied  the  conclusion  that  the 

'Manel  H.  de  Peralta — Costa  Rica,  NUwoffua  v  Panamd, 
PL  64. 
*Le6ii  Fem&ndez — Dooumentoi,  VoL  VI,  p.  199. 
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fall  of  Pedrarias  was  an  accomplished  fact,  the 
'  King  unexpectedly  appointed  him  Governor  of 
Nicaragua,  in  1527 — influenced  largely,  it  is  to 
be  supposed,  by  the  money  that  Pedrarias  had 
sent  to  the  court  by  his  favorite,  Caspar  de  Es- 
pinosa — and  Pedrarias  maintained  himself  in  the 
government  of  Nicaragua  until  his  death,  in 
Leon,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1581,  in  spite  of  all 
the  atrocities  he  had  committed.  He  was  a 
veritable  scourge  of  humanity — a  man  who  found 
his  pleasure  in  the  spectacle  of  Indians  being 
torn  to  pieces  by  dogs  that  had  been  specially 
trained  for  the  purpose.' 

Although  it  is  not  possible  to  give  the  date 
exactly,  it  was  very  probably  in  1524  that  Cap- 
tain Andres  Garabito,  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
the  city  of  Bruselas,  made  an  excursion  into  the 
territory  of  Costa  Rica,  which  was  occupied  by 
the  western  Guetares.  Of  this  expedition  there 
remains  no  record  but  the  allusion  made  to  it  by 
the  Padre  Estrada  Ravago  (in  a  letter  wherein 
he  says  that  because  of  this  invader's  presence 
there  the  principal  cacique  or  king  of  those 
Indians  bore  the  name  of  Garabito,  by  which  he 
was  afterwards  known),  and  the  following  para- 
graph of  L6pe2  de  Velasco's  geography:  "  The 
first  who  entered  this  province  (Costa  Rica)  was 
Captain  Garabito,  with  powers  conferred  on  him 

'Orledo,  Book  XLII,  chap.  XI. 
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by  Pedrarias  Divila,  Governor  of  Panama."  The 
name  of  Garabito  is  still  retained  by  a  place  lo- 
cated not  far  from  the  city  of  Esparza.  Captain 
Garabito  died  suddenly  at  Le6n  de  Nicaragua 
during  a  jiesta  de  caiita^ 

During  his  government,  Pedrarias  made  care- 
ful search  for  the  outlet  of  the  great  lake  of 
Nicaragua.  From  the  moment  Gonzdlez  Ddvila 
discovered  the  lake,  in  fact,  there  was  bom  a  de- 
sire to  find  the  communication  that  all  believed 
must  exist  between  it  and  the  Atlantic.  In  1525 
Francisco  Femdndez  de  C6rdova,  with  this  ob- 
ject in  view,  ordered  the  construction  of  a  bar- 
kentine,  in  which  Captain  Ruy  Diaz  set  out  to 
explore.  He  discovered  the  outlet  but  could 
proceed  no  farther  than  the  first  rapids.  Per- 
sisting in  his  purpose,  however,  he  sent  a  sec- 
ond expedition  under  the  orders  of  Hernando 
de  Soto,  but  this  leader  also  failed  to  pass  be- 
yond the  village  of  Voto,  situated  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Toro  rapids. 

Master  as  Pedrarias  was  of  the  arts  of  mur- 
der, robbery  and  enslavement  of  Indians,  usurpa- 
tion and  cutting  oflF  of  heads,  he  had  never  done 
much  for  the  general  advancement.  Yet,  re- 
solving at  length  to  attempt  something,  in  the  j 
year  1529  he  sent  Martin  Estete  to  explore  ' 
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anew  the  outlet  of  the  famous  lake.  Estete  like- 
wise  navigated  as  far  as  Voto,  where  he  left  his 
vessel  and  continued  by  land  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  until  he  arrived  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Suerre,  among  the  level,  low-lying 
plains  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  known  to-day  by 
the  name  of  Tortuguero."  There  the  Indians 
opposed  such  an  energetic  resistance  that  he  was 
forced  to  retreat.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  skill 
and  courage  of  the  efficient  captains  who  ac- 
companied him — particularly  Gabriel  de  Rojas 
— he  was  saved  from  complete  disaster."*  Dur- 
ing this  exploration  the  Indians  told  of  another 
and  very  large  lake,  and  several  Spanish  sol- 
diers viewed  it  from  a  height.  The  "  lake  "  they 
looked  down  upon  was  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
though  this  the  natives  of  Nicaragua  did  not 
know." 

'The  regloD  called  b^  the  iDdlans  "  Suerre"  extended  to  the 
right  of  tbe  rivers  SaraplquI  aod  San  Juan  as  far  aa 
RevHitasfin  River. 

"OTledo,  Book  XLII,  chap.  4;  Peralta,  tbid,  p.  723. 

"Ortedo,  supra. 
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Felipe    Gitti£ebez'    Expedition    to    Veraoua — The 
Dukedom  of  Veraoda 

1584-1556 

FOR  some  time  after  the  terrible  disaster  to 
Diego  de  Nieuesa  in  1510,  no  further  ef- 
forts were  made  to  colonize  that  part  of 
the  Costa  Rican  territory  which  bordered  the 
Atlantic  and  was  then  known  by  the  name  of 
Veragua.  The  famous  suit  instituted  by  Don 
Diego  Columbus  in  1508  against  the  Crown  was 
still  in  progress,  maintained  by  his  heirs,  and  es- 
pecially by  Don  Fernando,  who  was  the  moving 
spirit  in  the  ease.  Desiring  to  reap  some  benefit 
from  a  country  so  noted  for  its  riches,  but 
which  up  to  that  moment  had  brought  to  the 
family  of  Columbus  nothing  but  disappointment 
and  litigation,  Doila  Maria  de  Toledo,  Vicereine 
of  the  Indies  and  widow  of  Don  Diego,  resolved 
to  send  out  a  governor,  and  in  this  the  Council 
of  the  Indies  acquiesced,  with  the  understanding 
that  the  governor  should  be  appointed  by  the 
King,  and  that  all  rights  of  the  Admiral,  resid- 
ing in  Don  Luis  Columbus,  son  of  Don  Diego, 
should  be  reserved. 
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The  matter  thus  adjusted,  the  Vicereine  con- 
fided her  interests  to  a  priest  by  the  name  of 
Juan  de  Sosa,  who  had  returned  to  Spain  from 
Peru  with  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  pe»o»  of 
the  treasure  extorted  from  Atahualpa.'  The 
command  of  the  expedition  was  given  to  Felipe 
Gutierrez,  a  gentleman  and  courtier  of  Madrid, 
and  son  of  the  royal  treasurer,  Alonso  Gutierrez, 
with  the  title  of  Governor  of  Veragua,  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1584.  The  boundaries  of  his 
government  were  defined  to  be  from  the  limits 
of  the  government  of  Castilla  del  Oro  to  Cape 
Gracias  k  Dios. 

Gutierrez  and  Juan  de  Sosa  left  the  port  of 
Sanlucar  in  July,  1585,  though  before  sailing  a 
violent  quarrel  had  taken  place  amongst  their 
men,  many  of  whom  were  killed  and  wounded. 
At  the  island  of  Espaiiola  they  provided  them- 
selves with  horses,  and  from  thence  continued 
their  voyage  in  two  splendid  ships  and  a  galleon, 
with  a  company  of  four  hundred  men.  Through 
the  error  of  the  chief  pilot  of  the  armada,  they 
came  to  a  halt  at  Cajinas  Point,  or  Cape  Hon- 
duras, whereas  what  they  were  in  search  of  was 
the  region  to  the  east  of  Chiriquf  Lagoon;  that 
is,  the  real  Veragua.  Afterwards,  recognizing 
the  mistake,  they  pursued  an  eastward  course. 
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For  a  time  the  three  vessels  were  separated,  but 
later  reunited  at  the  Eseudo  island,  where  the 
first  to  arrive  was  the  governor's  ship,  then  the 
galleon  and  last  of  all  the  ship  bearing  Juan  de 
Sosa. 

A  small  boat  that  had  been  sent  to  the  main- 
land returned  at  the  end  of  a  week  bringing  ham- 
mocks, earthen  pots  and  other  articles  found  in 
the  houses  of  the  Indians.  Notwithstanding  the 
contrary  opinion  of  the  pilot,  one  Liafto,  this 
led  to  the  belief  that  they  had  reached  Veragua; 
so  to  remove  all  doubt  other  boats  were  de- 
spatched, which  came  upon  some  islands  sup- 
posed to  be  those  of  Zorobar6,  and  later  it  de- 
veloped that  the  surmise  was  correct.  But  still, 
in  spite  of  all  this,  the  pilot  did  not  give  in  but 
insisted  on  continuing  their  course  to  the  east; 
and  Felipe  Gutierrez,  even  yet  undecided,  di- 
rected Juan  de  Sosa,  two  pilots  and  several  cap- 
tains to  the  islands  to  reconnoiter  once  more.  On 
one  of  them  they  succeeded  in  capturing  an  In- 
dian. On  questioning  him  from  a  jnemorandum 
that  had  been  given  them  by  an  old  servant  of 
the  Vicereine,  who  had  been  a  companion  of  Co- 
lumbus on  his  voyage  to  Veragua,  the  Indian, 
as  the  names  of  the  places  stated  were  read  ofiF 
to  him,  was  able  to  indicate  where  they  were. 
Still  unwilling  to  acknowledge  defeat,  the  pilot 
said  that  the  Indian  was  deceiving  them,  and,  as 
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between  the  word  of  an  Indian  and  that  of  a 
Spanish  pilot  there  could  be  no  question  of 
doubt,  the  armada  sailed  on  as  far  as  the  islands 
of  Secativa,  which  lay  beyond  Nombre  de  Dios; 
and  then,  when,  having  airived  at  these  islands, 
the  pilot  had  no  recourse  but  to  acknowledge  his 
error,  the  armada  retraced  its  course,  and  at  last 
came  upon  the  shores  of  the  true  Veragua  of 
Columbus. 

On  the  banks  of  a  river  supposed  to  have 
been  the  Belen,  or  the  Veragua,  in  the  territory 
of  the  present  Republic  of  Panama,  Felipe 
Gutierrez  founded  a  city,  which  he  called  Con- 
cepci6n.  From  the  very  first  days  of  its  exist- 
ence it  lay  under  the  shadow  of  misf ortime.  The 
lack  of  provisions  and  the  heroic  resistance  of 
the  Indians  soon  transformed  this  new  attempt 
at  colonization  there  in  Veragua  into  a  terrible 
and  complete  failure.  The  various  excursions 
into  the  interior  of  the  country  added  to  the  hst 
of  bloody  disasters;  after  each,  the  Spaniards 
were  forced  to  return  to  Concepcion  with  empty 
hands  and  lessened  courage.  This  was  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Captains  Carrillo  Guti^ez, 
Alonso  de  Pisa,  Pedro  de  Encinasola,  Cristobal 
Enriquez  and  others.  The  elements  too  showed 
themselves  no  more  kindly  than  the  Indians.  A 
ship  which  Felipe  Gutierrez  had  sent  to  Jamaica 
for  provisions  was  lost  at  sea;  Juan  de  Sosa's 
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vessel,  in  which  were  stored  the  provisions 
brought  by  that  priest,  was  forced  to  take  refuge 
from  a  storm  at  Cartagena,  where  it  was 
promptly  seized,  with  all  its  precious  freight,  by 
Pedro  de  Heredia;  the  third  ship  alone  was 
saved,  this  having  been  despatched  to  Nombre 
de  Dios  in  quest  of  assistance.^ 

Hunger  soon  made  itself  felt  in  Concepci6n 
itself,  and  when  the  soldiers  begged  Felipe 
Gutierrez,  who  still  had  a  small  store  of  pro- 
visions, not  to  let  them  perish  from  starvation,  he 
answered  with  contempt,  and  bade  them  forage 
among  the  villages  of  the  Indians.  The  advice 
was  followed,  but  with  each  attempt  the  soldiers 
succeeded  only  in  being  driven  back  with  the 
utmost  fierceness.  So  great  was  their  suffer- 
ing that,  on  their  return  from  one  of  these  expe- 
ditions, two  of  the  soldiers  satisfied  their  hun- 
ger on  the  remains  of  an  Indian  they  found  lying 
dead  in  their  path.  Later  the  same  men,  with 
certain  others,  killed  one  Hernin  Dianes,  a 
Sevillano  who  had  fallen  sick,  and  ate  his  re- 
mains. The  same  fate  overtook  another  unfor- 
tunate named  Alonso  Gonzalez,  a  native  of 
Honda,  over  whose  brains  and  entrails  the  fam- 
ished men  fought  like  wolves.  While  planning 
similar    treatment    of    another    Spaniard,    the 

In   possession   of  tbe 
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prospective  victim  learned  of  their  designs  and 
denoxinced  them  to  Felipe  Gutierrez,  who  had 
them  arrested  and  punished  with  the  greatest 
severity.' 

Emboldened  by  their  repeated  victories,  the 
Indians  abandoned  the  defensive  and  laid  siege 
to  the  city  of  Concepcion,  which  soon  found  itself 
in  a  desperate  situation,  and  all  the  Spaniards 
among  its  inhabitants  would  surely  have  per- 
ished, had  not  a  soldier,  lAigo  L6pez  Carrillo,  by 
a  lucky  shot  with  his  cross-bow,  killed  the  prin- 
cipal cacique — an  imposing  figure,  by  the  way, 
who  wore  on  his  breast  a  huge  golden  disk — for 
with  the  death  of  their  chieftain  the  Indians  re- 
tired. Notwithstanding  this  momentary  relief, 
however,  Felipe  Gutierrez  decided  that  there 
remained  no  resource  but  flight,  and  at  once 
despatched  several  men  by  way  of  the  coast  to 
Nombre  de  Dios  to  ask  for  help.  From  that 
port  they  sent  him  a  ship,  and  in  it  he  and  some 
sixty  of  his  companions  embarked,  abandoning 
the  others  to  the  perils  of  that  hostile  beach.  As 
a  result  of  that  act  of  villainy  nearly  all  of  those 
left  behind  perished  from  hunger  or  were  killed 
by  the  Indians. 

Felipe  Gutierrez  arrived  at  Panama  in  the 
beginning  of  1586,  and  there  learned  that  letters 
from  Francisco  Pizarro  bad  been  received  urg- 

■  Le6n  Fenifindes— Documenlot,  Vol.  VI,  pp.  436  and  460; 
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ing  upon  any  who  could  to  come  to  his  assistance. 
He,  tharefore,  determined  to  sail  for  Peru  with 
the  few  survivors  of  his  ill-fated  expedition.  In 
this  new  field  he  was  more  fortunate.  In  1548  he 
commanded  with  Diego  de  Rojas  an  expedition 
to  Argentina  and  readied  as  far  as  C<Srdoha  and 
the  Parani  River,  but  finally  came  to  a  tragic 
end.  He  was  beheaded  by  order  of  Gonzalo 
Pizarro,  in  whose  rebellion  he  had  refused  to 
join. 

The  disaster  to  Felipe  Gutierrez  created  much 
excitement  at  court,  where  the  misfortunes  of 
Columbus  and  Nieuesa  had  not  yet  been  for- 
gotten. Veragua  had  already  become  synon- 
ymous with  starvation  and  death.  Still  the 
illusions  bom  of  Columbus*  enthusiasm  over  this 
last  of  his  discoveries  were  so  deep-rooted  in  the 
souls  of  his  descendants  that  they  never  lost  heart 
at  the  news  of  the  repeated  calamities;  with 
increasing  tenacity  they  persisted  in  their  claim 
to  the  possession  of  that  land  of  g^ld.  Per- 
suaded at  length  that  they  would  never  succeed 
in  obtaining  all  that  was  rightfully  theirs,  they 
resolved  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
Crown  to  put  an  end  to  the  Utigation 
which  for  so  many  years  they  had  maintained. 
It  was  thus  agreed  that  the  case  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  arbitration.  The  arbitrator  chosen 
was  the  Cardinal  Fray  Garcia  de  Loayza,  Bishop 
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of  Sigiienza,  President  of  the  CoxincU  of  the 
Indies  and  confessor  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1587,  the  Cardinal  ren- 
dered his  decision,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
award  the  King,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1587, 
granted  to  Don  Luis  Columbus  the  title  of  duke, 
with  a  domain  in  the  province  of  Veragua, 
so  delimited  with  mathematical  precision,  by 
latitude  and  longitude,  as  to  form  a  perfect 
square,  each  side  25  leagues  in  length.  The 
grant  extended  from  the  Bel6n  River,  inclusive, 
to  the  west  and  south  of  that  river,  thus  embrac- 
ing what  was  to  become  a  part  of  the  territory 
that  Philip  II.  assigned  to  the  province  of  Costa 
Rica  when,  in  1578  and  1574,  he  definitely  es- 
tabUshed  the  bounds  of  that  province. 

Naturally,  this  arbitral  award  was  very  tar 
from  satisfying  the  demands  of  Columbus'  heir, 
who,  among  other  things,  claimed  the  Viceroy- 
alty  of  all  the  Indies.  He  at  least,  however,  saw 
the  realization  of  his  dream  of  the  possession  of 
Veragua — the  veritable  Veragua  of  Columbus; 
that  is,  of  the  twenty-five  leagues  of  it  extending 
between  the  Chiriqui  Lagoon  and  the  Bel^n 
River. 

It  is  not  clear  whether  the  measure  relating  to 
the  dukedom  was  carried  into  eflfect  as  ordered 
by  the  King,  but,  however  this  may  have  been 
determined,  it  did  not  operate  to  prevent  the 
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Duke  of  Veragua's  assumption  of  the  possession 
of  his  domain.  To  effect  this,  he  sent  out,  in 
1546,  an  expedition  of  180  men  under  the  com- 
mand of  Crist6bal  de  Pefia.  It  was,  however, 
cut  to  pieces  by  the  Indians,  only  fifteen  or 
twenty  managing  to  escape.  In  this  adventure 
Don  Francis«x>  Columbus,  a  grandson  of  the 
discoverer  of  America  and  brother  of  Don  Luis, 
lost  his  life.  In  the  following  year  the  Duke 
despatched  a  new  expedition,  captained  by  Juan 
Fernandez  de  ReboUedo,  who  was  no  more  suc- 
cessful than  Pefia. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  easy  to  under- 
stand why  the  heir  of  Columbus,  finally  dis- 
heartened by  so  many  and  such  terrible  disasters, 
lost  the  last  of  his  illusions  concerning  the 
famous  V^a^a,  and,  in  consequence,  resolved 
to  surrender  his  dukedom  to  the  Crown,  as  well 
as  certain  privileges  still  remaining  to  him,  in 
exchange  for  an  annual  pension  of  7,000  ducats. 
The  settlement  was  signed  on  the  2nd  of  Decem- 
ber, 1556,  and  was  in  reality  the  sole  practical 
benefit  that  resulted  to  Christopher  Colxmibus' 
posterity  from  his  golden  dreams. 
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DiSCOTE&T  OF  THE  SaN  JuAN  ChANNEL,  0»  RtTEB,   BT 

Captain  Alonso  Caxeao  and  Debgo  Machuca  dk 

ZVAZO 

1589 

IN  1539,  following  the  expedition  of  Martin 
Estete  in  search  of  the  Desaguadero  (the 
long-sought  channel  draining  Lake  Nicara- 
gua), other  fruitless  attempts  were  made  to 
discover  the  communication  between  this  lake 
and  the  Atlantic  Ocean — a  consummation  all 
considered  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  to 
that  country.  Moreover,  the  officers  in  Spain 
having  in  charge  the  management  of  American 
affairs  showed  no  less  interest  in  the  matter. 
They  believed  that  the  regions  watered  by  this 
river  were  thickly  populated  and  of  great  ridi- 
ness,  and  that  it  was  from  them  that  Montezuma's 
gold  had  been  brought  to  Yucatan.'  Thus  it 
was  that  the  Queen,  Dofia  Juana  (mother  of 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.)»  by  royal  decree  of 
September  9th,  1586,  ordered  the  Governor  of 
Nicaragua    to    build    such    barkentines    as    he 
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deemed  necessary  and  to  despatch  them,  suitably 
manned  and  provisioned,  and  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  competent  and  reliable  officer,  on  an 
expedition  to  discover  the  secrets  of  the  river  and 
adjacent  territory. 

The  Governor  of  Nicaragua  at  this  period  was 
Rodrigo  de  Contreras,  successor  and  son-in-law 
of  Pedrarias,  for  he  had  married  Dofta  Maria  de 
Pefialosa,  who,  with  the  ocean  between  them, 
had  been  married  to  Vasco  Nuftez  de  Balboa. 
Contreras  was,  besides,  a  worthy  disciple  of  his 
defunct  father-in-law,  which  is  tantamount  to 
saying  that  he  was  cruel,  avaricious,  false  and  en- 
dowed with  small  initiative.  Since  in  the  effort 
such  experienced  and  courageous  men  as  Cap- 
tains Huy  Diaz,  Hernando  de  Soto,  Martin 
Estete,  and  others  less  illiistrious,  had  failed,  it 
miist  be  recorded  also  that  in  Nicaragua  the 
undertaking  to  reach  the  Atlantic  through  the 
Desaguadero  was  held  to  be  most  difficult  and 
dangerous.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  there- 
fore, that  Contreras  was  not  altogether  confident 
of  success.  However,  as  the  order  of  the  Queen 
was  mandatory,  he  made  certain  preliminary 
moves  to  carry  it  into  effect.  These  plans  of  his 
were  upset  by  the  energetic  opposition  of  Fray 
Bartolom^  de  Las  Casas,  who  was  then  in 
Nicaragua  and  who  doubtless  foresaw  the  fate 
to  which  the  poor  Indians  would  be  subjected. 
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Contreras  brought  his  preparations  to  a  halt 
before  the  opposition  of  the  virtuous  and 
charitable  friar,  doubtless  dissimulating  in  order 
to  account  for  his  inactivity;  such  a  supposition 
is  quite  possible  when  one  considers  that  the 
Grovemor  of  Nicaragua  was  a  man  equally  as 
unscrupulous  as  Pedrarias. 

The  vigoroiis  spirit  of  enterprise  that  char- 
acterized the  Spaniards  of  that  period,  however, 
came  to  the  rescue  of  Contreras'  faltering  reso- 
lution. Captains  Alonso  Calero  and  Di^^ 
Machuca  de  Zuazo  offered  to  undertake  the  dis- 
covery ordered  by  the  Crown,  with  the  help  of 
other  inhabitants  of  Nicaragua,  and  to  this  end 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Governor  by 
virtue  of  which  the  latter  reserved  to  himself  a 
third  part  of  the  fruits  to  be  realized,  alleging, 
falsely,  that  such  was  the  Queen's  command. 
Calero  and  Machuca  de  Zuazo  built  the  necessary 
boats,  bought  abimdant  suppUes,  forty  horses 
and  fifty  hogs,  and,  accompanied  by  several 
priests,  more  than  a  hundred  Spanish  soldiers 
and  a  force  of  Indian  servants,  set  forth  in  a 
httle  flotilla  comprising  two  barkentines,  or 
lateen-rigged  boats,  one  large  vessel  and  four 
canoes. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1589,  they  passed 
through  the  small  islands  near  the  city  of 
Granada,  with  the  intention  of  dropping  anchor 
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at  the  most  distant  of  them.  Believing  it  to  be 
dangerous  to  cross  the  lake  with  boats  so  heavily 
laden,  Captain  Calero  called  a  council  of  war, 
whereat  it  was  determined  that  half  of  the  cargo 
should  be  left  on  the  island;  and  that  Machuca 
should  transfer  the  other  half  to  the  island  of  La 
Ceiba,  utilizing  the  barkentines  and  canoes  for 
the  purpose;  later,  he  was  to  return  for  that  left 
behind.  This  arrangement  was  carried  out,  and 
as  soon  as  the  boats  returned,  Calero  went  for- 
ward in  his  turn.  Arrived  at  La  Ceiba,  he 
caused  all  the  men  and  provisions  to  be  re-em- 
barked and  spent  the  night  at  a  point  of  land 
about  four  leagues  distant.  On  the  following 
morning  the  expedition  continued  on  its  way, 
keeping  always  close  to  the  coast — chiefly  be- 
cause of  a  strong  wind  that  bore  against  the  bow 
and  so  impeded  their  progress  that  they  were 
eventually  forced  to  cast  anchor.  Soon  those 
who  had  sailed  on  the  boat  bearing  the  horses 
were  heard  to  cry  out  that  they  had  spnmg  a 
leak  and  were  sinking,  whereupon  Calero  ordered 
the  whole  squadron  to  make  for  the  shore,  then 
but  one  or  two  leagues  distant,  and  which  they 
were  able  to  reach  by  afternoon.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  they  put  the  horses  ashore,  and,  on  ex- 
amining the  supposedly  damaged  boat,  found  it 
to  be  in  good  condition. 

To  avoid  further  trouble  of  this  nature,  it  was 
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arranged  that  Machuca,  with  the  horses,  should 
continue  the  march  by  land,  and  Calero  by  water. 
The  latter  came  to  anchor  at  a  point  near  a 
great  river;  Captain  Machuca  arrived  later  and 
there  they  made  their  camp.  To  facilitate  their 
passage,  they  threw  a  rope  across  the  river  and 
by  this  means  reached  the  opposite  bank  without 
incident — the  soldiers  in  canoes  and  the  horses 
by  swimming.  From  that  point  Calero  pro- 
ceeded to  the  islands  of  MayaH,  whence  he  sent 
instructions  to  Machuca  to  await  him  in  the  port 
of  that  name  situated  on  the  mainland,  but,  as 
that  officer  had  gone  on  beyond,  the  juncture 
was  eflFected  in  the  neighborhood  of  some  small 
uninhabited  islands  two  leagues  from  Mayalf, 
where  the  men  and  horses  again  went  aboard  and 
the  flotilla  passed  the  night.  After  having 
sailed  two  days,  they  came  upon  two  more,  situ- 
ated to  the  left  of  the  Solentiname  Islands  and 
near  the  coast.' 

Here  Calero  ordered  Machuca  to  put  ashore 
the  Indians,  women  and  the  cargo  above  decks, 
and  went,  himself,  with  twenty  men  to  the  islands 
of  Solentiname  in  search  of  a  guide.  That  same 
night  he  succeeded  in  capturing  an  Indian  who 
proved  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  river  and 
the  dialects  of  the  tribes  located  along  the  banks. 
The  day  following  the  Captain  continued  his 

■The  BalalllaB  Telands. 
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voyage,  finally  arriving  at  the  point  of  beginning 
of  the  Desaguadero,  which,  as  before  stated,  was 
discoyered,  in  1525,  by  the  famous  captain,  Ruy 
Diaz. 

On  the  1st  of  May  they  commenced  to  descend 
the  river,  Calero  going  in  advance  with  two 
gentlemen  at  arms  in  a  small  canoe.  On  their 
way  they  saw  two  islands,  a  great  river  that 
flowed  from  the  south,'  and  several  small 
streams.  Before  long,  observing  that  the  cur- 
rent was  becoming  rapid,  they  halted  and  Cap- 
tain Calero  went  ahead  in  his  canoe  to  investigate 
the  cause.  At  a  turn  of  the  river  he  came  in 
sight  of  a  number  of  Indians  who  were  fishing 
in  some  rapids.  Then,  immediately  retracing  his 
course  without  having  been  discovered,  he  ad- 
vanced again,  this  time  in  a  larger  canoe,  manned 
by  ten  soldiers,  leaving  orders  with  the  Veedor, 
Alonso  Ramfrez,  to  follow  with  ten  more,  and 
surprised  the  Indians,  who  were  four  in  number, 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  three.  They  also 
seized  two  canoes  in  which  there  was  a  great  fish- 
ing net  and  six  fishes  each  weighing  about  two 
asrdbaa  (fifty  pounds) ,  "  the  most  beautiful  sight 
to  be  seen  anywhere."  * 

On  the  next  day  the  boats  came  to  anchor  in 

*Tbe  Medio  Qaeso  Klver. 

•  Peralta— <6M.,  p.  782.  Leftn  VvaAaOM—tttstaria  d«  Oota 
Bfca,  p.  03. 
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a  bay-like  stretch  of  water.  The  Indian  pris- 
oners told  the  Spaniards  that  the  name  of  their 
village  was  Ahito  and  that  it  was  situated  on  the 
northern  border;  that  the  Desaguadero  had  fire 
rapids,  and  that  beyond  those  then  confronting 
them  °  was  another  series  called  Casa  del  Diablo  * 
(The  House  of  the  Devil).  Calero,  therefore, 
directed  Maehuca  to  push  forward  with  twenty 
men  to  examine  the  river  com^.  Having  passed 
the  Diablo  rapids,  Maehuca  came  to  another 
series  farther  down,  known  to-day  as  Maehuca 
Rapids  in  commemoration  of  his  discovery.  At 
the  end  of  two  days,  he  returned  and  reported 
that  in  his  judgment  the  passage  of  the  boats 
over  that  route  would  be  difficult.  Damidn  Rod- 
riguez, who  had  gone  with  another  force  of 
twenty  men  in  search  of  the  village  of  Abito,  on 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Sdbalos  del  Norte  River, 
also  returned,  after  an  absence  of  four  days, 
without  having  found  the  place. 

Captain  Calero  thereupon  took  four  canoes 
and,  accompanied  by  the  Padre  Morales  and 
forty  men,  traveled  for  two  days  down  the  lower 
Desaguadero  and  passed  the  night  of  the  sec- 
ond day  near  the  village  of  Pocosol,  on  the  river 
of  that  name.'    There  he  surprised  the  village 

'Toro  rapids. 
'Castillo  raptds. 

'  The  Pocosol  River  to  wMcb  reference  is  here  made  Is  not 
the  one  whlcli  at  present  bears  tbat  name,  but  tbe  Sao  Carlos 
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at  dawn  and  on  an  island  formed  by  that  river 
and  another  that  came  from  Voto/  discovered 
a  buMo.  Because  of  the  great  noise  made  by  the 
canoes,  he  was  able  to  captxire  only  one  Indian 
and  a  few  women,  who  told  him  that  during  the 
preceding  month  a  cacique  called  Torf  had  de- 
stroyed a  neighboring  village  in  which  remained 
only  the  cacique  and  four  old  women,  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  having  been  killed  or  carried 
away. 

At  this  Calero  went  up  the  Focosol  River 
in  search  of  the  imf  ortunate  cacique,  and,  having 
found  him,  brought  him  back  to  camp.  The 
Indian  told  him  that  ten  moons  ago  the  cacique 
Voto  had  arrived  before  his  village  witii  four 
canoes  manned  by  many  warriors,  and  had  killed 
a  large  number  of  his  people  and  carried  oflF 
many  women  and  children;  also  that,  the  month 
before,  Tori  had  attacked  him,  and  had  mur- 
dered and  taken  into  captivity  the  rest  of  his 
subjects,  so  that  there  then  remained  with  him 
only  the  four  old  women  that  had  been  men- 
tioned. 

Questioned  as  to  the  condition  of  the  river, 

or  Cntrfe  River,  according  to  Don  Le6n  Fernfindez — HUtoria 
de  Oofta  Rica,  p.  64. 

•BotoB  or  VotoB  la  the  Dame  of  tbe  IndlanB  who  occupied 
the  eastero  cordlllera  of  Costa  Blca,  which  extends  from  tbe 
Barvn  Blrer  to  the  Oroal  River  and  la  known  aa  the  Tllarftn 
Range,  Ita  name  la  bUII  preserved  In  the  volcano  of  Votoa  or 
PoAs.    LeOn  Feraftndez— Ibid.,  p.  64. 
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he  said  that  from  that  point  •  as  far  as  Tori  ^^ 
there  were  no  rapids,  but  that  from  the  last 
named  villa^  to  Suerre  there  were  a  swift  cur- 
rent and  numy  rocks.  Acting  on  this  informa- 
tion. Captain  Calero  returned  to  the  place  where 
the  boats  were  awaiting  him.  The  return  trip 
consumed  five  days  because  of  the  great  difficul- 
ties he  had  to  overcome  in  passing  through  some 
rapids.  On  his  arrival  at  the  camp,  he  sent 
Machuca  de  Zuazo,  with  a  canoe  and  a  sufficient 
force  of  men,  on  an  expedition  of  discovery  along 
the  Sdbalos  del  Norte  River,  which  had  ah-eady 
been  explored  without  incident  by  Dami^n 
Rodriguez  and  near  which  a  camp  had  been 
established.  Machuca  proceeded  up  stream  for 
two  days,  and  then  went  ashore,  and,  after  half 
a  day's  march,  came  to  a  halt  in  the  cornfields 
near  a  village.  Following  the  instructions  given 
him  by  Calero,  he  did  not  advance  farther  for 
fear  of  alarming  the  Indians. 

On  the  way  back,  Machuca  met  a  body  of 
sixty  men  who  had  with  them  several  horses, 
and  who  had  been  awaiting  him  in  order  to 
undertake  a  new  expedition  along  the  same 
river.  With  these,  and  without  loss  of  time,  he 
set  forth  anew,  for  Calero  had  allowed  him  but 

•The  river  San  Carlos. 

■*  According  to  Don  Uon  FernAndeE,  In  his  Historia  de  Ooita 
Rica,  p.  6S,  tills  vUlage  of  Torf  was  altoated  below  tbe 
Sarapiqnl  BItot. 
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fifteen  days  within  which  to  return.  At  the  end 
of  the  eleventh  day,  five  emissaries  from  Machuca 
came  in  with  twenty  Indians,  bearing  maize  and 
a  letter  from  their  chief  containing  favorable 
accounts  of  the  country,  especially  the  village 
of  Yari.  Calero  sent  back  by  the  bearers  in- 
structions to  Machuca  to  pass  through  this  last- 
named  place  and  informing  him  that  he  would 
proceed  to  Torf  with  the  flotilla  and  there  await 
his  return.  In  obedience  to  this  order,  Machuca 
continued  his  march  by  land,  ever  increasing 
his  distance  from  the  left  bank  of  the  Desa- 
guadero  or  San  Juan  River,  until  he  arrived  at 
the  Yarf  "  River,  which  empties  into  the  Atlantic 
near  Cape  Gracias  &  Dios.  During  this  long 
trip  the  expedition  suffered  cruelly  from  hunger 
and  other  hardships — so  extremely,  indeed,  that 
they  were  compelled  to  eat  their  horses — not- 
withstanding which  Machuca  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing his  way  to  Granada  vrith  the  few  remaining 
men  of  his  command  who  had  not  periled  from 
exposure  and  want. 

After  Machuca's  departure,  Calero,  who  had 
been  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sdbalos 
del  Norte  River  from  May  2nd  to  the  8th  of 
June,  struck  camp,  and  on  the  latter  date  his 
boats  made  the  passage  of  the  Toro  rapids.  At 
the  Castillo  rapids  the  boat  in  which  the  Captain 

"  The  SegoTla,  TnrI,  Tare,  Coco,  or  Wanks  River. 
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was  making  soundings  of  the  river  ran  against  a 
rock  and  capsized,  causing  a  loss  of  all  their 
swords  and  shields;  not  knowing  how  to  swim, 
Calero  himself  narrowly  escaped  drowning.  He 
was  only  saved  by  an  Indian  who  dragged  him 
out  and  lifted  him  on  to  a  rock,  where  he  was  later 
found  and  picked  up  by  one  of  the  canoes.  In 
their  passage  through  the  subsequent  rapids  no 
incident  of  importance  occurred,  so  the  little 
squadron  arrived  in  its  entirety  at  the  Pocosol 
River,  and  there  remained  ten  days  awaiting 
Machuca. 

At  the  end  of  the  ten  days,  as  the  latter  did 
not  appear  and  the  provisions  were  growing 
scarce,  it  became  necessary  to  push  forward. 
The  expedition  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Sarapiqui  or  Zaquiribf  River,  where  the  guides 
told  them  there  was  an  important  village,  and 
Calero  instructed  Hemin  M^rquez  to  go  ashore 
with  twenty  men  in  two  of  the  canoes,  and  sack 
the  place,  but  the  undertaking  failed  because  the 
Indians  having  been  warned  of  it,  had  abandoned 
the  village  and  burned  it  to  the  ground.  A  day 
and  a  half  after  its  departure  from  Pocosol,  the 
flotilla  approached  the  village  of  Tori  and  hove 
to  a  quarter  of  a  league  off  shore.  This  time 
Hemdn  M^rquez  was  more  fortunate.  Setting 
out  stealthily  at  night,  he  surprised  the  village  at 
break  of  day,  and,  falling  upon  the  Indians, 
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carried  away  many  prisoners  and  much  booty, 
amounting  in  value  to  170  cagteUanos. 

But,  as  no  eatables  were  to  be  found  in  these 
places,  Calero  followed  the  advice  of  an  Indian 
trader  who  had  been  captured  at  Torf  and  set  out 
in  search  of  Suerre,  for  the  Indian  had  told  him 
that  in  the  country  round  about  there  were 
numerous  villages,  an  abundance  of  food  and 
much  gold;  and  before  long,  as  the  adventurers 
were  advancing,  suddenly  tiie  Atlantic  spread  out 
before  their  eyes.  .  This,  however,  aU  thought 
was  another  lake  hke  that  of  Nicaragua,  as  the 
Indians,  with  singular  unanimity,  so  assured 
them.  Here,  in  crossing  the  bar,  they  met  with 
serious  difficulties,  though  none  of  the  boats 
suffered,  severe  injury.  Nevertheless  Calero 
quickly  decided  to  take  to  pieces  the  barque  that 
had  served  as  a  transport  for  the  horses  and 
transform  it  into  a  fragata  "  with  which  to  ex- 
plore the  rivers.  While  this  work  was  in  prog- 
ress, he  ordered  Hemdn  M^quez  to  take  the 
San  Juan,  the  smaller  of  the  two  lateen-rigged 
boats,  and  reconnoiter  the  coast  towards  the  north 
to  ascertain  whether  Captain  Machuca  had  yet 
reached  the  coast  from  the  interior. 

For  ten  days  Mdrquez  cruised  about  and  then 
tiie  pilot  lost  his  bearings,  and  he  was  obliged  to 

"A  Uf^t-dran^t  boat  for  aerrice  In  aballow  rlTers.    Trant- 
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return,  hard  pressed  by  hunger  and  thirst 
When  he  had  rested  four  days,  Calero  ordered 
him  to  set  out  once  more,  this  time  towards 
Guaymura,"  a  place  near  which,  the  Indians 
said,  a  river  called  Yari  emptied  into  the  sea. 
On  this  second  excursion,  under  the  guidance  of 
an  Indian,  Marquez  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
rirer.  He  ascended  to  the  upper  waters  in  a 
canoe,  having  left  his  boat  at  the  mouth,  and,  at 
the  end  of  three  days,  came  to  a  hut  where  he 
found  an  Indian  who  had  escaped  from  Machuca. 
From  the  fugitive  he  learned  that  Machuca  was 
then  three  days*  journey  distant  from  that  place. 
It  happened,  however,  that  that  very  night 
seven  of  the  eleven  soldiers  who  had  accom- 
panied Marquez  deserted.  Not  daring  to  con^ 
tinue,  therefore,  he  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Yari,  where  he  found  awaiting  him  the  boat  and 
began  to  retrace  his  course.  After  having  sailed 
five  days,  he  met  Alonso  Calero,  who  had  subse- 
quently left  in  the  lateen-rigged  boat  and 
fragata,  and  both  made  for  the  Yari  River,  which 
they  entered  with  all  their  boats.  After  navigat- 
ing the  upper  waters  for  five  days  they  came  to 
a  halt  and  Calero  ordered  Marquez  to  take  ten 
soldiers  and  the  guides  and  set  out  in  search  of 
the  lost  captain.  Marquez  soon  discovered 
Machuca's  trail,  followed  it  for  a  day  and  then 
*■  Honduras. 
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returned;  diiring  the  march  the  Indians  had 
killed  four  of  his  men. 

Much  irritated  by  the  lack  of  perseverance 
shown  by  his  lieutenant,  Calero  picked  out  ten 
of  his  best  men  and  ordered  them  to  follow 
Machuca's  tracks  with  all  despatch,  first  inform- 
ing them  that  it  was  his  purpose  to  return  with 
the  boats  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  that  he 
would  leave  them  a  canoe  in  which  to  rejoin  him 
later.  Having  reached  the  sea,  he  boarded  the 
fragata  with  the  other  ten  men,  and  went  in 
search  of  food,  setting  his  course  towards  a  river 
where  he  was  told  there  was  a  village.  The 
first  day  out  he  stopped  at  srane  small  isluids; 
during  the  second,  a  violent  hurricane  struck  him 
with  such  fury  that  the  fragata  was  capsized  and 
lay  with  her  keel  in  the  air.  Miraculously,  it 
seined,  the  twenty-two  Spaniards  and  the 
Indians  manning  the  boats  were  able  to  save 
themselves  by  clinging  to  the  keel. 

Calero,  as  has  been  said,  did  not  know  how 
to  swim  and  was  greatly  weakened  by  swamp 
fever  besides.  In  this  desperate  condition  the 
shipwrecked  unfortunates  remained  for  more 
than  an  hour, — ^the  playthings  of  the  mighty 
waves — ^with  no  hope  of  being  saved,  when  sev- 
eral stout-hearted  liidalgoi  began  to  say,  "  Let 
us  find  some  way  of  saving  the  Captain."  Calero 
answered  them:    "  How  can  you  save  me  who 
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cannot  swim?"  They  replied,  "We  will  take 
you  off  on  one  of  the  hatches."  "  If  that  can 
be  done,"  exclaimed  the  doughty  leader,  "  save 
yourselves,  the  Indians  will  look  after  me." 
Calero  was  wise  in  wishing  to  trust  his  life  to 
the  resourcefulness  of  the  Indians.  Some  of 
them  pushed  one  of  the  hatches  alongside  the 
fragata,  the  Captain  threw  himself  on  it  face 
down,  and  the  expert  swimmers  brought  him 
safely  to  land,  where  he  was  the  first  of  all  to  ar- 
rive. But  other  Spaniards  also  reached  the  shore, 
lashed  to  oars  and  planks  they  found  floating 
about  them;  only  three,  through  fear  of  taking 
the  plunge,  held  fast  to  the  keel  with  the  guides 
and  interpreters. 

The  following  morning  the  fragata  was  no 
longer  visible  to  those  on  land;  later  it  was 
foimd  on  the  rocks.  None  of  those  who  had 
remained  on  the  wreck  was  missing  except  the 
guides,  who  had  profited  by  the  opportunity  to 
escape  by  swimming.  With  great  labor  the  crew 
succeeded  in  setting  the  boat  afloat,  and,  utiliz- 
ing some  oars  they  picked  up  on  the  beach, 
returned  in  search  of  the  other  vessels,  on  which 
a  priest  and  some  sick  men  had  been  left.  While 
on  their  course,  they  descried  in  the  distance  the 
sail  of  a  sea-going  ship  and  thus  became  con- 
vinced that  they  were  on  the  Atlantic  instead 
of  another  great  lake  as  the  Nicaraguan  natives 
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believed  and  insisted.  On  their  arrival  at  the 
place  where  the  other  vessels  were  anchored,  the 
indefatigable  captain  took  the  smallest  of  them, 
and  with  ten  men — most  of  whom,  like  himself, 
were  sick — went  in  search  of  food ;  but,  so  scant 
was  their  success  that  they  would  have  perished 
from  hunger  had  it  not  been  for  a  sea  calf  and 
some  small  birds  they  found  on  an  island. 

In  the  course  of  this  excursion,  Alonso  Calero 
explored  many  rivers  and  went  as  far  as  Cape 
Camaron."  When  he  returned  to  the  other 
boats,  he  found  that  many  of  his  company  had 
died  from  their  hardships,  and  that  the  ten  men 
sent  out  in  quest  of  Machuca  had  not  returned; 
so,  in  order  that  he  might  be  in  readiness  for  an 
emergency,  he  had  the  mast  and  sails  removed 
from  the  smaller  barkentine  and  transferred  to 
the  larger,  and  then,  having  called  together  the 
few  followers  remaining  to  him,  addressed  them 
as  follows :  "  My  brothers,  I  am  now  convinced 
that  we  are  on  the  North  Sea  (Atlantic  Ocean), 
and  that  the  best  port  to  make  for  in  order  to 
save  our  lives  is  Nombre  de  Dios,  which  I  find 
to  be  but  eighty  leagues  distant;  for  we  no 
longer  have  the  arms  to  row  with  for  the  return 
by  way  of  the  Nicaragua  River,  nor  the  feet  with 
which  to  walk  should  we  try  to  go  back  by  land. 
Let  us,  then,  put  to  sea  and  commit  ourselves  to 
'•Peralta,  iltid.,  p.  74a 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


IM        HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

the  winds  that  God  may  send  us.    By  no  other 
means  can  we  reach  a  place  of  safety." 
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It  was  words  such  as  these,  Roman  in  their 
simplicity,  that  were  used  by  these  extraordinary 
men.  History  has  not  always  accorded  them  the 
justice  they  merit.  In  many  cases,  their  ex- 
ploits have  remained  long  years  unknown.^'' 

■■The  details  In  connection  with  tbe  dtBcovery  of  the  San 
Jiuj)  Rlrec  by  Aloneo  Calero  and  Diego  MadiDca  de  Znaio 
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After  this,  with  tiie  consent  of  his  companions, 
the  Captain  gave  the  order  to  hoist  sail,  and  a 
run  of  a  day  and  a  half  brought  the  barkentine 
and  fragata  to  the  mouth  of  the  San  Juan,  where 
they  took  on  some  water,  though  for  lack  of 
casks  they  were  able  to  ship  but  a  small  supply. 
So  terrible,  indeed,  at  length  became  their  thirst, 
that  two  of  the  Spaniards  died  from  drinking 
salt  water.  Yet,  under  the  direction  of  Calero, 
who  himself  acted  as  pilot,  the  vessels  still  pur- 
sued their  course  and  at  the  end  of  two  days  had 
succeeded  in  making  the  Islands  of  Zorobar6. 
On  one  of  them  the  wretched  voyagers  found  a 
quantity  of  shellfish  and  birds  and  an  abundance 
of  fish,  with  which  they  satisfied  their  hunger. 
From  Almirante  Bay  they  then  passed  on  to 
Escudo  Island  and  thence  to  Nombre  de  Dios, 
where  they  came  to  anchor  in  November,  1589 — 
seven  months  after  their  departure  from 
Granada. 

Besides  Alonso  Calero,  but  eight  Spaniards 
and  twenty-five  Indians  arrived  in  port,  the  sole 
survivors  of  that  admirable  expedition.  To  us 
of  to-day  the  story  seems  almost  incredible ;  but 
so  do  many  of  the  experiences  of  the  Spaniards 
in  the  conquest  of  America. 

were  oakoowD  prior  to  16S3,  the  dat«  of  the  publication  of 
Doa  Manuel  M.  de  Peralta's  book — Cotta  Rica,  Wcaragua  v 
Panamd  en  el  tiffUt  XVI.  To  tbe  labors  and  ability  of  our 
lUttstrioua  cmmpatrlot  la  due  the  fact  that  eveuta  of  such  great 
Imiwrtaiice  bare  paesed  into  the  domain  of  recorded  history. 


,.,.d.i.  Google 


CHAPTER  IX 

The  Pebsetekance  of  Alovso  Cai.eko — ^The  An- 
DiENCiA  or  Panama — The  Nahe  of  Costa  Rica 
Makes  its  Af feasance — Hebnan  SXnchez  be 
Badajoz — ^The  Cm-  of  Badajoz,  the  Poet  of 
San  Maecos  and  Fobtrebs  of  Mabbelia — Con- 
flict    BETWEEN     the     GoVEBMOBS     OF     CoSTA     RiCA 

AND     NiCABACUA The     CBDELTY     OF     RoDBIOO     DE 

CONTBEBAS 

1540-1541 

UNDISMAYED  by  the  terrible  experi- 
ence through  which  he  had  passed,  and 
without  even  stopping  for  a  well-earned 
rest,  Captain  Calero  had  no  sooner  set  foot  in 
Nombre  de  Dios  than  he  returned  to  the  under- 
taking with  that  indefatigable  energy  and  per- 
severance which  was  displayed  by  the  Spanish 
conquistadores. 

He  believed  that,  in  order  to  further  his 
projects,  his  best  plan  would  be  to  seek  pecu- 
niary assistance  from  the  Audienda  recently 
established  in  the  city  of  Panama  ^  and  which 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  provinces  of 
Tierra  Firme,  or  Castilla  del  Oro,  and  of  Rfo 
de  la   Plata,   the   Strait  of  Magellan,   Nueva 

'  By  royal  decree  of  Febmary  26,  1638. 
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Toledo,  Nueva  Castilla,  or  Peru,  also  of  Rio  de 
San  Juan,  Veragua,  the  Duchy  of  Zorobar6,' 
Nicaragua  and  Cartagena.  Prior  to  the  creation 
of  that  Audiencia,  all  these  provinces  were  sub- 
ordinated to  the  Audiencia  of  Santo  Domingo 
in  the  Island  of  Espafiola. 

Unfortunately  for  him,  Calero  could  not  have 
knocked  at  a  more  inhospitable  door.  Doctor 
Don  Francisco  Perez  de  Robles,  the  President  of 
the  Audiencia,  he  found  to  be  at  the  moment 
interested  in  an  expedition  that  was  shortly  to 
set  out  for  the  same  purpose  under  the  command 
of  his  son-in-law,  Heman  Sanchez  de  Badajoz, 
for  which  reason,  in  the  mind  of  the  Audienda's 
President,  the  highly  colored  accounts  brought 
in  by  Calero  concerning  the  richness  of  the 
country  explored  by  him  succeeded  only  in 
injuring  his  cause.  Doctor  Bobles  informed  him 
that  he  had  no  money  to  give  him,  at  the  same 
time  suggesting,  however,  that  he  had  better 
associate  himself  with  his  son-in-law.  Rejecting 
such  a  compromise,  Calero  requested  a  license, 
since  he  was  denied  pecuniary  help,  to  recruit 
his  force.  To  this,  doubtless  believing  that  he 
could  not  succeed,  Robles  assented;  and  the  re- 
sponse to  Calero's  call  for  volunteers  under  the 
circumstances  far  exceeded  his  hopes,  for  it  then 
transpired  that  there  was  no  lack  of  stout-hearted 

'The  Docby  of  Veragua. 
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men  ready  and  willing  to  follow  the  flag  of  so 
doughty  a  leader.  As  soon  as  a  number  of  these 
were  assembled,  he  hastened  to  despatch  an  emis- 
sary to  Rodrigo  de  Contreras,  Governor  of 
Nicaragua,  to  inform  him  of  his  discovery  and 
put  him  on  his  guard  against  the  projects  of 
Bobles  and  Hemdn  Sdnchez,  and  further  to  ask 
the  governor  to  send  reinforcements  to  meet  him 
at  the  Desaguadero  while  he  himself  was  pro- 
ceeding thence  by  sea  with  such  force  as  he  could 
get  together. 

The  President,  however,  got  wind  of  the  mes- 
sage, and,  fearful  lest  the  Governor  of  Nica- 
ragua should  intervene,  determined  to  prevent 
the  communication,  if  necessary  evei;  by  an 
abuse  of  power.  A  constable  was  ordered  to 
seize  Calero's  envoy  on  the  ship  in  which  he  had 
already  embarked  at  Panama  and  take  from  him 
the  missive.  Not  content  even  with  this  out- 
rage, Robles  resolved  to  stop  at  nothing.  Hav- 
ing ordered  the  prosecution  of  the  discoverer 
of  the  San  Juan  on  the  pretext  that  during  his 
expedition  he  had  caused  the  hanging  of  one 
of  his  soldiers,  he  confiscated  the  fragata  and 
lateen-rigged  vessel,  and  the  remaining  Indian 
burden-bearers,  and  concluded  by  issuing  a  fur- 
ther order  committing  Calero  to  prison.'    This 
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was  the  sort  of  justice  too  often  administered 
in  America  during  that  period  in  the  name  of 
the  King  of  Spain.  Calero  contrived  to  avoid 
imprisonment  only  by  taking  sanctuary  in  the 
convent  of  San  Francisco,  at  Nombre  de  Dios. 
Whilst  these  iarbitrary  acts  were  being  per- 
petrated against  a  man  who  had  just  rendered 
such  important  services  to  the  monarchy,  the 
preparations  for  the  enterprise  of  Hemdn  S^- 
chez  went  forward  with  all  despatch.  The 
latter  had  signed  a  contract  with  Fray  Tomis 
de  Berlanga,  Bishop  of  Panama  (who  had  the 
authority  therefor  of  the  Vicereine  of  the 
Indies),  for  the  conquest  and  colonization  of  the 
Duchy  of  Veragua,  and  entered  into  another 
agreement,  with  his  father-in-law,  the  President 
of  the  Audienda,  also  to  engage  in  a  similar 
undertaking  in  that  part  of  the  territory  of  Ver- 
agua which  remained  to  the  Crown, — that  is  to 
say,  "  from  the  boundaries  of  the  Duchy  of 
Veragua  and  Zorohar6  to  Guaymura  and  Hon- 
duras and  from  sea  to  sea."  *  By  virtue  of  that 
contract,  and  without  consulting  the  King,  Dr. 
Robles  conferred  on  his  son-in-law  all  the  honors 
formerly  enjoyed  by  Felipe  Gutierrez  and  still 
more,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  rank  of  Adelan- 
tado  and  Marshal  of  Costa  Rica,  the  name  by 
which   they  were  beginning  to   designate   the 

*Le4a  Ferniadei — Doownentoi,  Vol.  IV,  p.  V>. 
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country  in  the  official  documents  of  the  year 
1589,  wherein  these  events  occurred. 

Hem^  Sinchez,  a  native  of  Badajoz"  and 
veteran  of  the  conquest  of  America,  was  at  that 
time  a  man  of  some  fifty  years  of  age  but  still 
resolute  and  full  of  vigor.  Having  arrived  on 
the  continent  with  Pedrarias  in  1514,  when  still 
but  a  youth,  he  had  figured  in  nearly  all  of  the 
enterprises  carried  on  during  that  epoch,  par- 
ticularly in  the  founding  of  the  town  of  Acla, 
the  cities  of  NatA,  Nombre  de  Dios  and  Panama, 
and  in  the  discovery  of  the  mmes  of  Veragua 
explored  by  Don  Bartolom^  Columbus  during 
the  last  voyage  of  the  great  Admiral.  Later,  in 
1526,  he  had  gone  with  Pedrarias  to  Nicaragua 
on  the  punitive  expedition  against  the  rebel, 
Francisco  Fem^dez  de  Cordova,  and  aftCT- 
wards  with  Gonzalo  de  Badajoz  when  he  under- 
took the  re-settlement  of  Bruselas;  he  was  at  the 
latter  place  when  for  the  second  time  the  town 
was  destroyed  by  Andres  Garabito.  In  1529, 
he  had  marched  with  Martin  Estete  to  the  Des- 
aguadero  and  to  Suerre,  contending  against 
hardships  with  a  resoluteness  equal  to  that  of 
such  valiant  captains  as  Gabriel  de  Rojas,  Diego 
de  Castafieda  and  the  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Fran- 
cisco Perez  de  Guzm^.  After  this  he  had  re- 
turned to  Panama,  and  in  1582  had  gone  to 

•Peralta— *Md.,  p.  744. 
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Peru  with  Don  Diego  de  Almagro,  who  led  an 
expedition  to  the  assistance  of  Pizarro,  reaching 
Cajamarea  shortly  after  the  imprisonment  of 
Atafaualpa.  Afterwards  he  had  gone  with  Fi- 
zuTo  to  Jauja  and  was  in  the  battle  at  that  place, 
and,  still  later,  in  another  fierce  engagement  in 
which  Hernando  de  Soto  and  Juan  Ronquillo 
were  victors.  He  fought  at  the  battle  of  Vilicas 
and  bad  greatly  distinguished  himself  at  the 
taking  of  Cuzco.  For  his  gallantry  on  that  oc- 
casion, the  King  had  granted  him  the  privilege 
of  adopting  a  coat  of  arms  bearing  a  fortress  and 
scaling  ladder,  for  it  was  he  who  supported  the 
ladder  by  which  the  escalade  was  effected. 

Towards  the  end  of  1588  he  had  returned  to 
Panama  laden  with  riches — the  fruits  of  his  cam- 
paigns in  Peru.  His  ambitions  in  this  respect 
thus  satisfied,  there  awakened  in  his  soul  a  long- 
ing for  the  honors  that  riches  can  support.  So, 
in  spite  of  his  ripening  years,  he  decided  tp  court 
the  Doiia  Maria  de  Robles,  daughter  of  the 
President  of  the  Audiencia — and  from  what 
the  latter  wrote  the  Cardinal  of  Siguenza  and  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  it  may 
be  surmised  that  the  money  brought  by  Hemdn 
Sanchez  from  Peru  constituted  a  most  effective 
inducement  to  the  bestowal  of  the  fair  hand  of 
DoAa  Maria.  "  I  have  already  written  to  your 
Worship  and  to  your  Honors  that  I  have  given 
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(me  of  my  daughters  in  marriage  to  a  cchtMero 
conqvittador  of  these  countries  who  comes  from 
Peru  and  bears  the  name  of  Hemin  Sdnchez 
de  Badajoz.  He  is  of  good  descent,  being  noble 
on  all  sides  of  his  family  and  of  the  pure  blood; 
and,  in  addition  to  many  other  qualifications,  is 
possessed  of  great  wealth." 

This  man  who  was  so  graced  by  such  excel- 
lent qualities  did  not  even  know  how  to  read  or 
write.  In  the  course  of  a  legal  proceeding  he  is 
recorded  as  having  declared  himself  unable  to  do 
more  than  write  his  name.*  In  those  heroic 
times,  however,  an  hidalgo  was  not  required  to 
do  as  much  as  this ;  it  was  sufRcient  that  he  was 
able  to  conquer  an  empire  for  his  King,  as  did 
Pizarro^  and  so  on  the  15th  of  February,  1540, 
with  sixty  Spanish  soldiers  and  nine  negro  slaves, 
Hemdn  S^chez  sailed  away  from  Nombre  de 
Dios  in  a  galleon  and  one  barkentine,  well  sup- 
plied with  mimitions  of  war  and  provisions.  Be- 
fore leaving,  he  sent  seven  thousand  pesoi  to 
Cape  Verde  with  an  order  for  more  negroes, 
whom  he  destined  to  work  in  the  mines  he  hoped 
to  find  in  Costa  Rica  and  Veragua.  The  bad 
condition  of  the  sea  prevented  his  approaching 
the  coast  for  many  days  and  the  continually  re- 
curring hurricanes  caused  much  damage  to  the 

•  DeclaraUon  made  b;  Hernfin  S&ncbes  de  Badajoz  In  tbe 
lawsuit  wlUi  Kodrlgo  de  Contrerae.  LcAa  FernilDdes — Docm- 
metitoa,  VoL  VI,  p.  241. 
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ships.  At  last  he  succeeded  in  disembarking  on 
Escudo  Island,  where  he  awaited  such  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  as  would  make  it  possible 
to  remove  to  the  mainland.  This  at  last  he  was 
able  to  do,  towards  the  end  of  April,  and  landed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Tarire  or  Sixaola  River, 
where  he  founded  the  dty  of  Badajoz  and  port 
of  San  Marcos.' 

Sdnchez  de  Badajoz  was  a  soldier  well  trained 
in  his  profession.  Having  been  brought  up  in 
the  wars  of  the  Indies,  he  knew  that  with  such 
a  small  force  it  would  be  necessary  to  create  a 
solid  base  of  operations.  He,  therefore,  at  once 
set  about  strengthening  his  position  and  enclos- 
ing the  city  within  a  stockade  of  great  tree 
trunks,  for  which  he  caused  to  be  felled  more 
than  five  hundred  red  trees.  The  soldiers,  not 
appreciating  the  need  of  the  precaution, 'began 
to  murmur  against  the  excessive  labor  it  en- 
tailed, for  it  had  been  kept  up  without  inter- 
ruption even  for  the  feast  days  so  frequent  in  the 
Spanish  calendar  and  so  welcome  to  our  race, 
but,  as  the  Captain  was  blessed  with  a  fist  of 
iron  and  had,  as  it  appears,  a  veritable  arsenal 
of  venomous  shafts  at  his  tongue's  end,  there 
was  no  recourse  but  to  obey.  In  order  to  start 
the  conquest,  Hemiin  Sdnchez  awaited  only  the 

'  Probably  tbe  2Ittb  of  April,  according  to  Don  Manuel  M.  d« 
PenOta— ibid.,  p.  74S. 
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coming  of  two  barkentines  from  Nicaragua  that 

were  to  bring  a  certain  Francisco  Gutierrez  and 

a  force  of  men,  horses  and  provisions.     For  a 

like  purpose  he  despatched  his  galleon  to  the 

Island  of  Jamaica. 

While  these  important  reinforcements  were  on 

their  way,  he  ordered  an  expedition  to  proceed 

into  the  interior  under  the  command  of  Captain 

Pablo  Corzo,  who  on  his  return  brought  back 

some  excellent  samples  of  gold.    As  much  for 

this  reason  as  because,  during  the  two  months  in 

which  he  tarried  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tarire, 

many  of  his  unacclimated  soldiers  had  been  taken 

ill,  he  determined  to  remove  to  a  site  less  un- 

healthful,  and  leave  the  sick,  numbering  some 

fifteen  men,  in  the  city  of  Badajoz.    With  the 

rest  of  his  people  he  left  for  the  valley  of  Coaza  • 

discovered  by  Pablo  Corzo,  and,  induced  by  the 

picturesque,  as  well  as  strategic,  position  of  the 

hill  of  Corotapa  (which  was  situated  two  leagues 

from  that  valley  and  twelve  leagues  from  the 

sea),  undertook  the  building  of  another  fort, 

and  called  it  Marbella  because  from  that  point 

the  view  commanded  the  beautiful  Almirante 

Bay.    During  his  march  he  had  three  skirmishes 

witii  the  Indians,  but  they  did  not  succeed  in 

•The  valley  of  Coasa,  or  Day,  was  Inliablted  by  a  colony  of 
Mexican  iDdians,  and  It  ts  stated  In  a  docmoHit  of  that  pntod 
that  they  spoke  NaboatL  Lete  FmiAndez — Docuinentos,  VoL 
yi,  p.  188. 
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killing  a  single  one  of  his  men.  HemSn  San- 
chez, always  the  first  in  combat,  as  he  was  in  the 
face  of  fatigue,  did  not  lay  down  his  arms  day 
or  night,  in  this  following  the  example  set  by 
Cortes  in  the  conquest  of  Mexico.  If  the  neces- 
sity arose  to  cross  a  river  or  one  of  the  deep 
marshes  so  abundant  in  that  country,  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  strip  off  his  clothes  and  assist  in  the 
passage  of  his  soldiers.  With  a  chief  so  forceful 
and  inured  to  the  hardships  of  war,  the  little 
troop  advanced  with  entire  confidence. 

Nevertheless,  discontent  reigned  within  its 
ranks  and  the  murmurings  broke  out  anew  and 
with  some  violence  when  the  soldiers  were  com- 
pelled to  undertake  the  construction  of  for- 
tifications at  Corotapa.  Because  the  great 
toughness  of  the  wood  and  needle-like  thorns 
rendered  such  a  barrier  impregnable  to  the  In- 
dians, the  Captain  ordered  that  the  fort  be 
encircled  with  trunks  of  the  pejtbayea' 
set  closely  together.  Such  a  stockade  was  good 
even  against  Christians  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  a  witness.^"  At  the  entrance  were  lo- 
cated several  pieces  of  artillery  and  in  the  center 
Hem^  Sanchez  installed  himself  in  a  large 
house  that  had  been  used  by  the  Indians  as  a 
burial  place.     The  others  took  shelter  in  huts 

■Outilelma  utOit. 
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erected  for  the  purpose,  and  then,  ever  fore- 
handed, the  Captain  caused  a  ^uck  garden  to 
be  laid  out  and  had  it  sown  with  vegetables  of 
Castile. 

As  soon  as  Sfinchez  de  Badajoz  arrived  in  the 
fertile  valley  of  Coaza,  which  contained  a  con- 
siderable population,  great  fields  of  maize  and 
cacao  (the  cJiocolate  bean)  and  many  aguacate 
(alligator  pear),  mamey  (a  solrt  of  melon  that 
grows  on  trees)  and  pejibay  palm  trees,  he  de- 
tached a  part  of  his  force  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  who  had  dispersed  at  his  approach. 
Many  were  brought  in,  but,  as  the  cacique  did  not 
come  with  them,  Badajoz  ordered  a  priest  and 
another  man  to  go  in  search  of  him.  They  were 
well  received  by  Coaza  and  finally,  at  the  end  of 
a  month,  he  repaired  to  Marbella,  accompanied 
by  some  twenty  of  his  lords,  whereupon  Sdnchez 
de  Badajoz,  having  learned  by  experience  that 
the  principal  difficulty  to  be  contended  with  in 
those  parts  was  lack  of  food,  detained  him  as  a 
prisoner  in  the  fort — a  measure  certain  to  result 
in  securing  from  the  Indians  all  the  supphes  that 
were  needed.  Nevertheless,  he  avoided  falling 
into  the  error  which  had  been  fatal  to  so  many 
other  leaders,  and  treated  the  cacique  with  great 
kindness,  placing  him  at  his  own  table  as  a  guest, 
and  no  stint  was  set  upon  the  wine.  This  last  was 
an  attention  for  which  the  cacique  showed  himself 


,.,.d.i.Cooglc 


CONQUEST  OP  COSTA  RICA     145 

particularly  grateful,  and  so  offered  his  alliance 
against  the  lord  of  Tariaca,  with  whom  he  was 
then  at  war  and  who  had  killed  his  brother. 
These  hostilities  among  the  Indians  were  always 
of  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  Spani^  in 
the  conquest  of  America.  Badajoz  also  captured 
Coxele  and  other  chiefs  and  from  them  received 
gifts  of  golden  ornaments  valued  altogether  at  six 
thousand  pesos.  Also,  as  the  Captain  had  antici- 
pated, the  subjects  of  all  the  native  rulers  came  in 
to  render  service  and  provisioned  the  fort  with  an 
abundance  of  maize,  fruit,  fowls,  tapir  meat  and 
wild  hogs.  Under  these  conditions  the  conquest 
proceeded  most  auspiciously,  and  Hemin  San- 
chez was  only  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  rein- 
forcements from  Nicaragua  and  Jamaica  to  give 
it  the  magnitude  he  had  planned,  when  Rodrigo 
de  Contreras  crossed  his  path. 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  his  son-in-law 
from  Nombre  de  Dios,  Dr.  Robles  had  become 
convinced  that  Alonso  Calero  was  no  longer  to  be 
feared,  and  had  restored  to  him  the  vessels  and 
his  other  property.  Meanwhile,  Machuca  de 
Zuazo,  a  man  no  less  bold  and  enterprising  than 
his  companion,  had  at  last  arrived  in  Granada 
with  the  few  exhausted  men  that  remained  of  his 
command  after  his  formidable  march  to  the  Yarf 
River,  and  at  once  determined  to  return  in  search 
of  his  friend,  of  whose  whereabouts  he  was  igno- 
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rant.  Assembling  a  small  force  and  manning 
fourteen  canoes,  he  descended  the  San  Juan  to 
the  sea,  and,  on  his  arriral  there,  explored  the 
neighboring  coasts,  and  encountered  many  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  until  he  succeeded  in  learn- 
ing that  Alonso  Calero  had  reached  Nombre  de 
Dios.  With  this  assurance  of  his  friend's  safety, 
he  turned  about  and  ascended  the  river  into  its 
upper  waters — an  undertaking  his  companions 
believed  to  be  impossible — and,  again  entering 
Granada,  was  met  by  the  news  of  the  expedition 
of  Hernin  Sdnchez  de  Badajoz  and  of  the  prep- 
arations the  Governor  of  Nicaragua  was  making 
to  expel  him  from  territories  which,  according  to 
the  governor,  belonged  to  him.  This,  however, 
was  not  the  sole  cause  that  impelled  Rodrigo  de 
Contreras  to  action;  he  wished  also  to  revenge 
himself  upon  Dr.  Robles,  in  the  person  of  his 
son-in-law,  for  having  sent  a  judge  into  the 
country  from  Panama  to  inquire  into  his  admin- 
istration. Such  is  the  perversity  of  human 
affairs.  What  Rodrigo  de  Contreras  had  been 
unable  to  accomplish  in  loyal  efforts  to  serve  the 
King  and  obey  the  royal  commands,  he  was  now 
about  to  attempt  on  his  own  account  under  the 
inspiration  of  hatred  and  greed. 

Machuca  was  far  too  useful  an  auxiliary  to  be 
ignored.  No  inducement  or  promise  was  omitted 
by  the  Governor  to  interest  him  in  the  enter- 
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prise,  and  the  Captain  allowed  himself  to  be  per- 
suaded and  contributed  largely  to  its  organ- 
ization. Among  other  things  he  placed  at  the 
disposition  of  Rodrigo  de  Contreras  his  soldiers 
and  twenty-four  of  the  thirty  canoes  he  had 
taken  with  him.  The  flotilla  sailed  from  Gra- 
nada and  started  to  cross  the  lake,  though  con- 
trary to  the  advice  of  Machuca,  who  advised 
against  a  course  too  far  from  shore.  The  wisdom 
of  his  counsel  events  were  soon  to  prove,  for  a 
hurricane  almost  wrecked  the  whole  flotilla  and 
nearly  all  the  supplies  were  lost.  It  thus  be- 
came necessary  to  put  back,  but  the  generous- 
hearted  Machuca  repaired  the  loss  from  the 
provisions  of  his  own  store,  and,  with  the  new 
supplies  aboard,  the  voyage  was  resumed.  This 
time  the  outcome  was  successful.  Soon  after 
the  expedition  began  to  descend  the  river,  it 
came  upon  Alonso  Calero,  who  was  on  the  way 
up  in  his  lateen-rigged  boat,  and  who  had  set 
out  into  the  interior  of  Nicaragua,  it  appeared, 
in  quest  of  auxiharies  with  which  to  continue  his 
explorations,  and  for  this  reason  had  left  his 
fraffota  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Fully  possessed  of  all  the  information  he 
needed,  and  his  greed  excited  by  the  reports 
brought  in  by  Calero,  Rodrigo  de  Contreras  be- 
lieved the  opportunity  a  good  one  to  rid  himself 
by  a  single  stroke  of  all  those  who  were  in  a 
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position  to  interfere  with  his  plans.  Acting  in 
the  most  flagrant  bad  faith,  he  stirred  up  dis- 
sensions between  himself  and  the  two  men  who 
had  brought  the  San  Juan  undertaking  to  a 
successful  end,  and,  with  no  plausible  excuse, 
had  Alonso  Calero  arrested  and  sent  to  Granada, 
where  he  languished  in  prison  for  three  years. 
And  this  was  the  recompense  of  that  forceful 
captain  for  the  great  services  he  had  rendered. 
After  the  perpetration  of  this  outrage,  the 
Governor  continued  his  voyage.  First,  de- 
scending to  the  sea,  he  went  as  far  as  the  Suerre 
or  Reventaz6n  River,  and  there  found  in  an 
abandoned  hut  a  quantity  of  gold,  valued  at  600 
pesos,  which,  with  much  more  that  he  had  robbed 
the  Indians  of,  he  sent  to  his  wife  through  Mateo 
de  Lezcano  as  a  fund  to  be  used  in  procuring 
more  men  and  provisions,  both  of  which  had 
now  become  very  meager. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1540,  he  arrived 
before  the  fort  of  Marbella  with  ninety  Spanish 
soldiers,  some  negro  slaves  and  400  Chichimeca 
Indians  from  Nicaragua.  Among  them  were 
several  women  who  did  service  as  vivandih'es. 
Receiving  news  of  the  approach  of  this  force, 
Hemdn  Sanchez  despatched  an  escrihano  (no- 
tary) to  Rodrigo  Contreras  to  summon  him  to 
return.  Though  he  was  acting  by  virtue  of  a 
royal  decree  of  the  Audiencia  of  Panama  con- 
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ferring  on  him  the  government  of  Costa  Rica, 
Pedrarias'  son-in-law  (who  treated  such  gov- 
ernmental orders  with  the  same  scant  courtesy 
as  did  his  defmict  father-in-law)  received  the 
messenger  with  abuse  and  insult.  Badajoz 
thereupon  retired  to  his  fort  with  the  thirty-five 
men  remaining  to  him,  the  rest  having  paid  their 
tribute  to  the  fevers  of  the  swamp.  Contreras 
laid  siege  to  Marbella,  surrounding  it  on  all  four 
sides,  and  stationed  guards  at  the  points  whence 
the  garrison  made  sorties  for  water.  All  who 
came  out  for  this  purpose  were  taken  prisoners. 
Heman  Sdnchez  de  Badajoz  was  an  expert 
and  vahant  soldier.  Rodrigo  de  Contreras,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  ignorant  of  even  the  rudi- 
ments of  war.  Furthermore  the  fort  was  secure 
and  its  artillery  sufficient  to  warrant  the  risk  of 
battle,  with  good  chances  of  success.  We  must, 
therefore,  credit  the  statement  made  by  the  be- 
sieged Captain  when  he  refused  to  fight,  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  shed  the  blood  of  Spaniards. 
His  conduct  in  Peru,  where  he  consistently  de- 
clined to  take  part  in  the  fratricidal  struggles 
that  succeeded  the  conquest,  only  corroborates 
his  statement."  It  must  also  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration that  the  strictness  of  his  discipline,  the 
severity  with  which  he  repressed  the  depredations 
of  his  soldiers,  had  alienated  the  good  will  of  the 
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latter.  In  exchange,  however,  he  enjoyed  the 
affection  of  the  Indians,  with  whom  he  was 
always  affable  and  kindly.  It  is  not  strange, 
therefore,  that  desertions  began  to  occur  at  Mar- 
bella  with  the  arrival  of  Contreras,  who  at  once 
applied  himself  to  the  encouragement  of  this 
desertion  by  promises  and  flattery.  The  garri- 
son was  finally  reduced  to  six  men,  provisions 
were  exhausted,  the  supply  of  water  had  com- 
pletely failed.  As  a  consequence,  Heman  Sin- 
chez  was  forced  to  surrender 'on  the  1st  of 
December,  1540.  Rodrigo  de  Contreras  placed 
him  under  arrest  and  ordered  him  to  be  shackled 
and  bound  with  chains. 

In  these  disputes  between  the  Spanish  leaders, 
the  procedure  varied  but  little.  When  one's 
rights  were  trampled  upon,  justice  was  sought 
through  the  medium  of  legal  procedure.  The 
very  day  Hemdn  Sftnchez  surrendered,  an  action 
was  begun  against  him,  initiated  by  his  own  es- 
crihano,  Juan  de  Bastidas,  at  the  instigation  of 
Contreras.  The  charges  contained  in  the  com- 
plaint produced  results  of  no  importance  with  the 
exception  of  one  relating  to  an  unfortunate  In- 
dian woman  who  had  been  roasted  alive  at  Coro- 
tapa  as  a  human  barbecue.  According  to  Bada- 
joz,  the  woman  was  a  slave  of  Coaza's  and  it  was 
that  chief  who  had  ordered  it  done,  because  she 
had  attempted  to  escape.    And  this  was  probably 
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true,  but,  in  any  event,  in  permitting  it,  Hemin 
S^chez  made  himself  an  accomplice  in  the  hor- 
rible crime. 

Though  Rodrigo  de  Contreras  had  inherited 
from  the  conquered  captain  all  the  caciques  he 
'had  held  prisoners  at  Marbella,  the  Indians  at 
large  did  not  come  in,  as  formerly,  to  render 
service,  and  consequently  the  provisions  became 
more  and  more  scarce.  Some  of  the  Indians 
mutinied  and  declared  themselves  in  favor  of  their 
friend  Hemin  Sdnchez;  but  Contreras,  hearing 
of  it,  had  them  beaten  into  submission.  When 
Coaza  was  questioned  by  the  Governor  concern- 
ing the  incident,  he  refused  to  answer.  He  even 
went  as  far  as  to  insult  him  in  his  own  language.*' 
Contreras  thereupon  had  him  thrust  into  chains, 
and,  with  menaces,  tried  to  force  him  to  make  the 
Indians  bring  in  food.  This  the  cacique  prom- 
ised to  cause  to  he  done,  but,  when  days  passed 
and  no  provisions  arrived,  the  Governor  was  en- 
raged and  called  him  a  Uar  and  impostor,  then 
ordered  a  bonfire  to  be  built  and,  seizing  the 
cacique,  was  about  to  throw  him  into  the  flames; 
but  the  unhappy  Indian  gave  vent  to  such  pierc- 
ing screams  that  the  soldiers  were  moved  to  com- 

"In  September,  IMl,  a  Boldier  by  the  name  of  CriaWbal 
Ganeliio  declared  at  Psnania  that  the  cacique  Coaza  had  said 
to  him  that  HerMn  Sftncbez  de  Badajoz  was  a  true  gentleman, 
but  that  Rodrigo  de  Contreras  was  notbloK  bat  a  moioUn, 
which  Bignlfles  "poor"  In  the  Mexican  language. 
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passion  and  prevented  the  perpetration  of  the 
outrage.  Contreras  cried  out:  "Let  me  bum 
this  dog.  If  you  don't  let  me  bum  him  I  will 
cast  him  out  to  be  eaten  by  the  dogs."  Forth- 
with he  had  a  particularly  large  and  ferocious 
dog  brought  up  and  again  was  prevented  from 
accomplishing  his  purpose.  Later,  when  he  was 
seeking  to  exculpate  himself,  Rodrigo  de  Con- 
treras alleged  that  this  was  aU  a  mere  comedy. 

Soon  forced  by  necessity  to  change  his  tactics, 
he  set  about  devising  a  plan  to  obtain  provisions 
by  some  other  means.  To  this  end  he  gave 
Coxele  his  liberty  and  besought  him  to  send  in 
the  Indians.  As  the  cacique  did  not  return,  at 
the  .end  of  several  days  he  sent  for  him.  Coxele 
asked  the  messenger  from  whom  he  came,  and, 
learning  that  it  was  from  Rodrigo  de  Contreras, 
had  him  beaten  and  sent  back  word  that  if  Her- 
n£n  Stochez  needed  him  he  would  go  at  once, 
whereupon  the  Governor  sent  Captain  Pablo 
Corzo  in  the  name  of  Hemin  Sanchez  and 
immediately  the  cacique  responded  as  he  had 
offered  to  do.  On  finding  himself  in  the  presence 
of  Contreras,  however,  he  shielded  his  eyes  so  that 
he  might  not  look  upon  him,  which  so  infuriated 
the  Governor  that  he  ordered  Coxele  to  be 
chained  by  the  neck  and  led  in  leash  like  a  dog 
to  a  place  where  the  Indian  had  a  plantation  of 
yuccas.    After  a  day's  journey,  the  cacique  was 
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asked  by  those  who  had  him  in  custody  whether 
the  yucca  plantation  was  still  stnne  distance 
away,  and  when  Coxele  said  that  it  was  he  was 
cruelly  beaten.  They  arrived  at  last  at  the  plan- 
tation, but  the  following  night  the  cacique, 
though  bound  by  his  chain  to  a  tree,  succeeded 
in  making  his  escape  and  afterwards  aroused  the 
country  to  revolt,  for  he  was  a  very  important 
chief  in  those  parts. 

Then,  exhausted  by  hunger,  the  Chichimecas 
cut  down  the  pepbay  trees  in  order  to  eat  the 
ptdmitOB  (pith)  and  this  greatly  displeased  the 
natives,  who  held  them  in  high  appreciation,  be- 
cause their  fruit  served  them  for  food  and  pro- 
vided them  with  a  refreshing  beverage.  An  ex- 
pedition made  up  of  twelve  men,  sent  out  in 
search  of  maize,  was  attacked  and  put  to  rout  by 
the  infuriated  Indians.  Four  Spaniards  were 
killed,  among  them  the  leader,  Dami^  Rodri- 
guez— the  same  who  accompanied  Calero  on  his 
voyage  of  discovery  to  the  river  San  Juan.  On 
this  occasion  many  of  the  Chichimeca  burden 
bearers  also  met  their  deaths.  Parenthetically,  it 
is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  two  of  Hemin  San- 
chez' soldiers  who  bad  fallen  wounded  in  the  at- 
tack were  not  only  spared  by  the  Indians  but 
were  given  food  and  had  their  woimds  cared  for. 
But  as  though  these  misfortunes  that  have  al- 
ready been  related  were  not  enough,  the  galleon 


,.,.d.i.  Google 


154        HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

sent  to  Jamaica  was  wrecked  on  its  return  and  all 
on  board,  together  with  the  horses  and  supplies, 
were  lost — and,  further,  when  the  sick  men  who 
had  been  left  at  the  city  of  Badajoz  heard  of  the 
surrender  of  Marbella,  they  hastened  their  re- 
cuperation in  preparation  for  flight,  and  sacked 
the  place  of  all  property  left  there  by  their  cap- 
tain. 

Also  parenthetically  it  may  be  observed  that 
the  starvation  that  menaced  Contreras'  camp  in 
no  wise  interfered  with  the  progress  of  the  pros- 
ecution of  Badajoz,  which  was  ably  conducted 
by  Salvador  de  Medina,  an  eacribano  who  had 
fled  from  Mexico  under  charges  of  forgery. 
Nor  was  there  any  lack  of  witnesses  ready  to 
placate  the  victor  by  testifying  against  their  dis- 
credited chief.  TTie  gold,  jewels  and  other 
property  of  the  accused,  to  the  value  of  more 
than  fifteen  thousand  peaos,  of  course  instantly 
found  their  way  into  the  hands  of  Rodrigo  de 
Contreras.  Of  no  avail  was  it  for  the  unhappy 
Hem^n  Sinchez  to  cry  out  from  his  prison: 
"  They  are  robbing  me  in  the  town  I  There  is 
no  justice  for  me!" — it  was  like  a  voice  in  the 
desert. 

With  matters  in  this  condition,  the  Chichime- 
cas,  by  this  time  satiated  to  the  point  of  disgust 
with  their  diet  of  palmitos,  determined  to  seek 
something  more  substantial  and  soon  found  it 
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in  the  form  of  a  small  boy,  a  son  of  one  of  Coaza's 
chiefs.  This  tidbit  they  conscientiously  pro- 
ceeded to  roast  after  the  fashion  of  a  barbecue, 
and  then  eat  in  conformity  with  the  pleasant  cus- 
tom of  their  race.  At  this  last  outrage,  Coaza's  ■ 
people,  who  were  already  incensed  because  of 
their  having  cut  down  the  pejibay  trees  and  other 
depredations  they  had  committed,  were  now  ter- 
ribly indignant.  Resolving  to  make  reprisals, 
under  cover  of  night  they  fell  upon  the  quarters 
of  the  cannibals,  killed  forty  of  them,  besides  a 
negro  slave,  and  alarmed  Contreras*  entire  camp. 
The  latter  cast  the  blame  for  the  occurrence  on 
Hem^n  Sdnchez,  accusing  him  of  having  caused 
an  uprising  of  the  Indians  through  the  medium 
of  Pablo  Corzo.  Whether  this  was  true  or  not,  it 
was  alleged  in  the  judicial  proceedings  that  fol- 
lowed that  Coaza,  angered  against  the  Governor 
for  having  seized  his  two  favorite  wives  and 
tmned  them  over  to  the  negroes  and  footmen, 
had  incited  Badajoz  to  kill  the  Christians,  offer- 
ing to  join  with  his  subjects  in  putting  an  end 
to 'the  Chichimecas. 

Convinced  at  last,  however,  that  it  was  no 
longer  possible  to  sustain  himself  in  Corotapa, 
Rodrigo  de  Contreras  broke  camp  and  removed 
to  Tariaca,  where  a  part  of  his  command  was 
already  located.  His  idea  was  to  establish  an 
understanding  with  the  cacique  of  that  name  who 
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was  a  pronounced  enemy  of  Coaza,  for  he  be- 
lieved that  for  this  reason  that  chief  would  receive 
him  well.  Nevertheless,  the  first  thing  he  did  on 
his  arrival  was  to  make  htm  a  prisoner  and  mal- 
treat him.  Because  they  had  begun  to  make 
claim  to  their  share  of  the  six  thousand  pesos 
which  the  caciques  had  given  their  captain,  he 
also  caused  to  be  arrested  nearly  all  the  soldiers 
of  Hemdn  Sanchez  and  menaced  them  with 
threats.  At  first,  when  he  was  trying  to  gain 
their  good  will,  Contreras  had  offered  to  turn 
this  money  over  to  them;  later  he  promised  them 
clothes,  and  trinkets  with  which  to  traffic  with 
the  Indians,  but,  when  the  soldiers  saw  the  gold 
start  on  its  way  to  Nicaragua,  they  began  to 
doubt  the  promises  of  the  son-in-law  of  Pedra- 
rias. 

Among  the  prisoners  was  Captain  Pablo 
Corzo,  who,  according  to  the  gossip  of  the  sol- 
diers, on  the  night  before  the  coming  of 
Contreras,  had  buried  two  bags  of  gold  belonging 
to  himself  and  four  more  that  were  the  property 
of  Badajoz.  Under  the  pretext  that  the  King's 
fifth  must  be  separated  from  this  treasure,  the 
Governor  had  Pablo  Corzo  questioned  concern- 
ing its  hiding  place,  and,  Corzo  having  insisted 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  matter,  deter- 
mined to  reach  his  ends  by  the  means  of  a 
machination.    He  ordered  a  cross-bowman  named 
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Moreno  to  propose  to  the  prisoner  a  means  of 
escape  on  the  condition,  however,  that  the  treas- 
ure be  temporarily  abandoned,  and  that  in  order 
to  accomplish  the  escape  they  should  conceal 
themselres  in  the  neighborhood  for  a  while  and 
then  make  their  way  to  Nombre  de  Dies,  from 
which  place  they  could  return  later  in  a  boat  and 
secure  the  gold.  This  proposal  of  the  cross- 
bowman  it  was  currently  stated  about  the  camp 
Pablo  Corzo  accepted.  In  any  event,  the 
fact  remains  that  he  did  make  his  escape — 
v^ether  it  was  connived  at  or  not — and  that  he 
hid  himself  near  by,  for  he  could  not  alone  have 
gotten  very  far  away  in  so  hostile  a  coxmtry. 
Contreras  thereupon  made  a  great  hullabaloo, 
declaring  that  the  story  of  the  treasure  was  true 
and  that  they  would  see  tiiat  Pablo  Corzo  would 
soon  return;  and  thus  it  happened  that  the  fol- 
lowing night  this  same  Moreno  and  one  CerdiLn, 
whom  the  Governor  had  left  on  guard,  foxmd  him 
hidden  in  the  camp  behind  some  demijohns,  and 
imder  torture  Corzo  not  only  confessed  that  he 
had  the  gold  but  gave  directions  to  the  place 
where  it  could  be  found. 

Fifteen  days  later,  Rodrigo  de  Contreras,  with 
Pablo  Corzo,  forty  soldiers  and  the  treasurer  of 
Nicaragua,  Pedro  de  los  Rfos,  set  out  in  search 
of  it.  When  they  had  reached  the  place  indicated, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tarire  River,  near  Corotapa, 
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thirty  leagues  from  the  camp,  Corzo  recanted. 
saying  that  he  had  absolutely  no  knowledge  of 
the  gold ;  that  his  statement  had  been  made  in  the 
terror  caused  by  the  torture,  and  that,  even  if 
they  were  to  sentence  him  to  be  killed  if  he  should 
not  tell,  he  could  give  them  no  better  information. 
On  hearing  this,  Contreras  ordered  tiiat  his  feet 
should  be  roasted  before  a  fire.  Crazed  then  with 
pain,  the  unhappy  man  cried  out  to  them  to  stop 
the  torture  and  he  would  take  them  to  the  spot 
where  the  gold  was  bm-ied.  Having  then  con- 
ducted them  to  the  hill  of  Corotapa,  where  they 
saw  the  remains  of  Marbella  fort,  which  had  been 
burned  tmd  destroyed  by  the  Indians,  he  con- 
fessed with  groans,  when  interrogated  again,  that 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  gold  and  had  told  what 
was  not  true  to  avoid  further  torture.  The  fero- 
cious Rodrigo  de  Contreras  then  ordered  him  to 
be  hanged ;  but  after  his  victim  was  already  half 
dead,  cut  the  rope  and  caused  him  to  be  resus- 
citated. When  Corzo  had  regained  conscious- 
ness, he  was  asked  for  the  last  time  to  tell  where 
the  gold  had  been  concealed.  He  answered 
finally  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it  and  begged 
them  to  put  an  end  to  his  torment,  which  was 
done. 

Such  were  the  works  of  Rodrigo  de  Con- 
treras, an  illustrious  cabdUero  of  Segovia,  a  man 
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born  of  the  highest  nobility."  Of  this  tyrant  the 
historian  Fern^dez  de  Oviedo  speaks  in  laud- 
atory terms.**  Bancroft  does  the  same  and  even 
goes  so  far  as  to  commend  him  as  a  just  and 
humane  Gtovemor.'"  With  an  estimate  now  true 
to  life,  Don  Jose  D.  Gdmez  shows  him  in  a  much 
less  favorable  light  when  he  states  that  "  he  was 
execrated  by  all  in  Nicaragua."  "  So  also  does 
Don  Tomds  Ay6n  in  relating  that  there,  were 
lodged  "  against  him  the  gravest  accusations."  " 
Fray  Bartolome  de  Las  Casas  accuses  him  of  be- 

■*Rodrigo  de  Contreraa  was  desceoded  from  E>lego  GonzdJei 
de  Contrerae,  corregldor  (correctloiial  magistrate)  of  Segovia, 
and  of  Dofia  Angellaa  of  Greece,  a  lady  of  the  royal  house  of 
Hungary,  fomerly  a  slave  of  Bajazet  I,  who  was  taken  pris- 
oner, with  the  Saltan  ber  master,  at  the  batUe  of  Ancyra  by 
Tamerlane.  This  famona  conqueror  sent  ber  as  a  gift  to  the 
King  of  CastUe,  Don  Enrlqae  III.,  who  In  his  turn  gave  her 
for  wife  to  the  corregMor  of  Segovia.    Cartas  de  IndUu,  p.  142. 

"  "  From  the  time  Bodrlgo  4e  Contreras  arrived  in  that  coun- 
try, be  exerdsed  bla  office  as  a  good  governor  and  maintained 
In  peace  and  Justice  the  countries  and  province  committed  to 
his  charge  by  Hie  Majesty,  and  procured  the  conversion  and 
good  treatment  of  the  Indians  to  the  end  ttiat  tbey  might  be 
brought  to  a  knowledge  ot  Ood."  Oviedo,  Book  XLII, 
chap.  XIV.  * 

" "  His  conduct  Is  at  least  In  strong  relief  with  tliat  of  bis 
two  predecessors,  and,  apart  from  certain  accusations  brought 
against  tilm  by  the  eccleBlastlcs — with  whom  he  was  ever  at 
variance — the  annals  of  his  time  portray  him  as  a  Just  and 
humane  ruler.  He  at  once  began  the  task  of  establishing  law 
and  order  In  bis  territory,  thus  gaining  the  confidence  ot  the 
settlers,  and  all  traces  of  evil  wrought  by  the  absconder 
Castalieda  were  speedily  effaced."  Hubert  Howe  Bancroft— 
Bi»torv  of  Central  America.    VoL  II,  p.  170. 

"IobA  D.  GAmez— fffetoria  de  Nicaragua,  pp.  IW-nO. 

"Tomfis  Ay6n—Hi»toria  de  Sicaraeua,  Vol.  I,  p.  228. 
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ing  the  principal  cause  in  Nicaragua  of  all  the 
disturbances  that  occurred."  ' 

Hunger  and  sickness  at  last,  however,  forced 
Rodrigo  de  Contreras  to  give  thought  to  retreat. 
Before  turning  back,  he  condemned  Hem^n 
S^chez  to  be  deported  to  Spain.  The  order  ap- 
pears to  have  been  signed  at  Doybabani  in 
Tariaca  on  the  5th  of  March,  1541.  During  the 
retreat,  the  Indians  made  an  assault  on  the  ex- 
pedition, killed  many  of  the  Chichimecas  and 
wounded  several  Spaniards,  among  them  Cap- 
tain Diego  de  Castafieda.  On  his  arrival  at  the 
city  of  Badajoz,  the  Governor  was  called  upon 
to  repel  a  second  attack,  and  at  that  place  took 
ship,  leaving  behind  a  small  garrison  under  the 
command  of  Castafieda,  though  it  was  not  long 
before  the  soldiers  mutinied  and  took  flight  in 
the  barkentines  Rodrigo  de  Contreras  had  left 
behind.  On  his  return  to  Nicaragua,  on  a  sandy 
beach  at  the  mouth  of  the  Desaguadero,  the 
Governor  founded  the  town  of  San  Juan  de  la 
Cruz,  known  to-day  as  San  Juan,  or  Greytown, 

■"'Is  trvth,  I  hope  In  oar  Lord  that  the  new  Bishop  of 
Nicaragua  (Fray  Antonio  de  Valdlvieoo)  will  do  great  things 
In  the  service  of  God  and  of  Tonr  Majesty  In  that  province  of 
Nicaragne ;  it  la  one  of  the  most  sltamelesB  and  njlagulded,  bb 
well  In  what  concerns  Qod  as  in  the  matter  of  Justice,  Uiat 
can  be  found  In  these  Indies,  for  It  Is  orerrun  with  evlldoen 
and  tyrants  and  given  over  to  tumult  and  riot;  and  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  all  the  disturbance— although  there  Is  no  lack  of 
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and  appointed  as  alcalde  (mayor)  one  Gabriel 
deLe6n. 

The  cacique  of  Tariaca  died  in  prison.  Coaza, 
carried  far  from  his  native  land,  wasted  away 
with  homesickness  at  Badajoz.  The  unfortu- 
nate Hem^  Sdnchez,  who  by  concealing  them 
in  his  portfolio,  had  succeeded  in  saving  from 
the  clutches  of  Contreras  several  ropes  of  pearls 
and  a  few  ingots  of  gold  and  sUver,  to  the  value 
of  2,000  ducats,  was  unlucky  enou^  to  lose 
these  last  of  his  resources  diu*ing  the  6nal  march. 
An  Indiui  youth  from  Nicaragua,  the  sole  ser- 
vant remajning  to  him,  found  the  famous  port- 
folio and  escaped  with  it,  accompanied  by  one  of 
Coaza's  women,  of  whom  he  was  enamored. 

In  execution  of  the  sentence  rendered  against 
him  at  Doybabani,  Hemin  Sdnchez  was  put 
aboard  the  caravel  of  Murtin  de  Bonilla  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Taure,  under  the  custody  of  Diego 
de  Contreras — and  in  such  a  state  of  wretched- 
ness and  nakedness  that  Rodrigo  de  FeAalosa 
had  compassion  on  him  and  made  him  a  present 
of  a  shirt  and  some  velvet  slippers.  Finally,  as 
though  all  the  misfortunes  he  had  already  suf- 
fered were  not  enough,  there  was  loosed  upon 
his  head  the  wrath  of  the  Crown,  hurled  against 

bad  Ghristtans— iB  said  to  be  ContreraB."  Oartat  de  IndiM; 
Fray  Bartolom4  a«  Las  Casas  to  Uie  King,  written  from  tlie 
atr  at  OredaB  i  Dloe^  NoTember  9tli,  1S4& 
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him  in  no  less  than  five  royal  decrees."  With 
great  vigor  the  King  expressed  his  disapproval  of 
the  conduct  of  Dr.  Robles  for  having,  against  his 
express  orders,  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  son- 
in-law  the  conquest  of  Costa  Rica,  and  ordered 
Hem^n  Sinchez,  under  pain  of  the  most  severe 
punishment,  to  quit  the  country.  The  Vicereine 
of  the  Indies  also  complained  against  him, 
though  without  reason,  for  he  had  not  set  foot 
within  the  Duchy  of  Vera^ua.  In  April,  1542,'" 
Rodrigo  de  Contreras  arrived  in  Valladohd, 
hringing  the  papers  in  the  case  against  Badajoz, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  Council  of  the  Indies 
ordered  the  latter  to  be  confined  in  prison.  Here, 
howed  down  with  adversity,  four  years  later  he 
died. 

But  seven  or  eight  of  the  soldiers  of  Hem^ 
Sinchez  escaped  with  their  lives;  of  those  who 
followed  Contreras,  thirty-five,  and  more  than 
three  hundred  of  the  famous  Chichimecas,  met 
their  deaths. 

What  a  deplorable  sacrifice  of  life  upon  the 
altar  of  greed! 

"LeUii  FernftDdez — Documentot  para  la  \Moria  de  Cotta 
Rica,  VoL  IV,  pp.  87,  88,  101,  104,  105. 

**  Manuel  M.  de  P«ralta — Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua  V  Fanamiy 
V.  74& 
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Dixoo  GuTi^BBEZ  Appointed  Gotbknob  of  Rotai. 

Vebaoua,  ok  Caktago — His  Contbovebsibb  tith 

RODBIGO       DE       CONTBEBAS The       ExPE&mON       TO 

Sdebbb — The  Town  of  Santiago — The  Hibtobian 
GiBOLAMo  Benzoni — Thb  Citt  of  San  Francisco — 
The  Rapacity  of  Diboo  Gutieebez — The  Caciqites 

CAUAftUIEE  AND  CoCOxf ThE  UPRISING  AND  CON- 
FEDERATION OF  THE  Indians — The  Defeat  and 
Death  of  Diego  G^ti£esez  at  Taydtic 

1541-1544 

WHILE  blood  was  being  spilled  and  many 
iniquitous  crimes  committed  in  the  con- 
test for  possession  of  Costa  Rica,  the 
sovereign  disposed  of  the  province  by  bestowing 
it  on  an  outsider  who  had  not  been  involved  in 
the  disputes,  and  thus  flouted  the  ambitions  of 
both  Hemin  S^chez  de  Badajoz  and  Rodrigo 
de  Contreras. 

A  brother  of  Felipe  Gutierrez,  named  Diego, 
to  whom  the  catastrophe  to  the  founder  of  the 
ill-starred  colony  of  Concepci6n  had  not  served 
as  a  warning,  wished  in  his  turn  to  try  his  for- 
tune along  the  perilous  road  of  adventure.  Pre- 
senting himself  before  the  King  he  offered,  at 
his  own  expense,  to  conquer  and  colonize  the  ter- 
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ritory  remaining  to  the  Crown  in  VeraguA,  out- 
side the  twenty-five  leagues  pertaining  to  the 
Duchy.'  The  proposal  was  accepted  by  the 
monarch.  On  the  29tii  of  November,  1540, 
Di^o  Gutierrez  was  named  Governor  and  Cap- 
tain-General of  a  province  the  boundaries  of 
which,  beginning  with  the  limits  of  the  Duchy, 
ran  from  sea  to  sea  and  extended  to  the  Bio 
Grande,^  to  the  west  of  Cape  Camaron  in  Hon- 
duras, with  the  exception  only  of  such  territories 
ss  had  been  committed  into  the  charge  of  gov- 
ernors other  than  himself.  The  appointment  was 
for  life,  with  succession  to  his  heirs,  and  to  the 
office  was  attached  an  annual  salary  of  1600 
ducats,  with  another  fifteen  hundred  for  ex- 
penses. Besides  this,  the  agreement  entered  into 
with  the  King  bestowed  upon  Diego  Gutierrez 
the  office  of  Alguacil  mayor  '  and  the  lieutenancy 
of  a  fortress,  and  contained  the  promise  of  a 
grant  of  an  estate  of  sixteen  square  leagues  and  a 
title  of  nobility.  The  new  province  was  given  the 
name  of  Cartago  in  the  stead  of  its  ancient  name 
of  Veragua.* 

■  Don  Manael  H.  de  Peralta  has  glrai  to  tblB  terrttory  tbe 
name  of  "Veragna  Beal"  (Rofal)  to  dtetlngwiah  It  from 
Veragna  DncaL 

'  The  Romfin  or  Afcnfin  River. 

*  Equlvaleot  to  hlgti  sheriff  In  England.    IVaiMtetor. 

* "  Cartago  la  a  prorlnce  whimsically  bo  called  by  the  Srat 
Cbrlstlaos  who  resided  there."  Ovledo,  Book  XXX,  chap.  1. 
The  Orst  province  knowD  by  the  name  of  Cairtago  was  situated 
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Diego  Gutierrez  was  poor  and  the  father  of  a 
numerous  family.  Nevertheless,  he  succeeded  in 
providing  himself  with  the  resources  necessary 
to  arm  and  fit  out  a  splendid  ship,  and  set  forth 
on  his  venture  accompanied  by  "  caballeros  and 
nobles  and  a  retinue  of  great  brilliance,  although 
small  in  numbers." "  Arriving  at  the  city  of 
Santo  Domingo  on  the  5th  of  June,  1541,  he  met 
and  talked  with  the  historian  Gonzalo  Fernandez 
de  Oviedo,  who  was  his  friend,  and  showed  him- 
self to  be  animated  by  the  best  of  intentions  to- 
wards the  Indians.  That  author  says  of  him 
that  he  was  "  a  man  of  choice  diction  and  high 
breeding." 

On  the  5th  of  August,  with  a  well-equipped 
force  of  two  hundred  men,  he  set  sail  from  Santo 
Domingo  in  the  ship  brought  from  Spain  and  a 
barkentine.  The  latter  he  had  purchased  on  the 
island  together  with  a  caravel,  which  was  to  fol- 
low him  in  October  with  a  supply  of  horses  and 
other  necessities  for  his  expedition.  At  Jamaica 
the  soldiers  mutinied  and  he  was  forced  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  mere  handful  of  faithful  followers, 
^^^^rmally  he  reached  Nombre  de  Dios,  only  to  be 
overtaken  by  a  serious  illness,  and  from  that 
point,  profiting  by  the  opportunity  so  afforded, 

on  Caratasca  Lagoon,  to  the  west  of  Gape  Gradaa  &  Dioi. 
Le6n  FeruAndet — Etttoria  de  Costa  Rica,  p.  S73,  note  (a). 
'Ortedo,  Book  XXX,  cbap.  I. 
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the  small  force  remaining  to  him  set  out  for 
Peru. 

There  was  abimduit  excuse  in  misfortune  such 
as  this  for  abandoning  an  undertaking  so  ill- 
starred  hi  its  beginning,  but  the  far-famed  Vera- 
gua,  which  it  would  seem  Had  already  exacted  a 
sufficient  toll  of  life,  appeared  to  exercise  a 
strange  fascination  for  all  who  dreamed  of  her. 
Diego  Gutierrez  was  no  exception.  Undismayed 
by  the  disloyal  flight  of  his  force,  he  determined 
to  push  forward.  With  but  four  or  five  men  he 
embarked  for  Nicaragua,  the  Atlantic  coast  of 
which  was  embraced  within  the  limits  of  his  gov- 
ernment, ascended  the  San  Juan  River  in  a  fra- 
gata,  and,  once  within  that  province,  made 
friends  with  a  Portuguese  by  the  name  of  Fran- 
cisco Calado  and  with  one  Alonso  de  Baena,  a 
Madrilefio  like  himself,  who  had  grown  ridi  in 
Peru.  These  two  newly  acquired  friends  loaned 
him  the  several  thousand  pesos  he  needed  to 
enable  him  to  undertake  the  conquest  and  set- 
tlement of  Cartago. 

It  was  with  not  a  little  disgust  that  Rodrigo  de 
Contreras  noted  the  arrival  of  a  new  competi- 
tor— for  Gutierrez  was  one  he  dared  not  arrest 
or  despoil  as  he  had  Calero  and  Hemdn  Sanchez, 
since  not  only  did  he  come  armed  with  royal 
decrees,"  conclusive  in  their  terms,  but  Contreras 
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knew  that  he  possessed  powerful  backing  at 
court.  Contreras  started  a  controversy  over 
the  boundaries  of  their  respective  governments, 
nevertheless,  alleging  that  his  rights  had  been 
violated  with  reference  to  the  possession  of  the 
San  Juan  River,  which  he  claimed  had  been  dis- 
covered and  explored  as  far  as  the  sea  by  the 
Captains  Machuca  de  Zuazo  and  Alonso  Calero. 
With  this  as  an  issue,  he  presented  a  claim  that 
resulted  in  a  judgment  of  the  Council  of  the 
Indies  of  the  16th  of  March,  1541,  modified  by 
that  of  April  9th  of  the  same  year,  wherein  it 
was  provided  that  Diego  Gutierrez  should  have 
the  right  to  enter  the  river,  establish  settlements, 
and  make  allotments  of  land  on  both  banks,  on 
the  condition,  however,  that  colonization  should 
not  be  carried  on  in  places  where  Rodrigo  de 
Contreras  and  his  captains  should  first  have 
made  settlements,  and  that  in  no  case  should 
Gutierrez  be  permitted  to  establish  himself 
within  fifteen  leagues  of  the  lake,  or  to  go  upon 
the  lake,  or  within  said  fifteen  league  zone. 

These  rivalries  obUged  Diego  Gutierrez  to 
remain  in  Nicaragua  nearly  two  yeu*!,  when 
he  finally  made  peace  with  the  governor  of  that 
province  through  the  mediation  of  the  Bishop, 
and  was,  therefore,  at  last  enabled  to  get  to- 
of  Diego  Outierres'  soTernment  mast  be  respected  on  pain  of 
death  and  conflscatioD  of  property  and  provided  that  all  who 
violated  those  limits  would  be  prosecuted  as  traitors. 
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getiier  a  small  force  with  which  it  was  his  pur- 
pose to  commence  the  conquest  of  his  future  do- 
main. Seeing  him  thus  determined,  Rodrigo  de 
Contreras,  who  had  had  opportunity  to  judge  of 
the  efiFectiveness  of  the  method  employed  by 
Hemdn  Sdnchez  de  Badajoz,  advised  Gutierrez 
to  follow  his  example  in  some  ways,  but  not 
wholly.  After  painting  in  most  somber  hues  the 
awesome  country  he  was  about  to  trav^^e  and 
recounting  the  disasters  that  had  attended  many 
of  the  captains  who  had  gone  before — not  the 
least  of  them  being  those  that  had  befallen  Gu- 
tierrez' own  brother  Felipe — Contreras  pre- 
dicted that  he  would  not  succeed  in  conquering 
the  domain,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  make  his  way  afoot,  much  less  on 
horseback,  because  of  the  denseness  of  the  forests 
and  the  impassable  mountain  crags.  He  urged 
that  if  he  wished  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  it 
would  be  better  for  him  to  take  up  a  position  on 
the  coast,  with  a  hundred  men  or  so,  and,  when- 
ever the  rains  permitted,  make  raids  on  the  In- 
dian villages  and  carry  off  the  gold  that  was  to 
be  found  there  in  great  abundance.  Contreras 
on  his  part  agreed  to  undertake  to  supply  provi- 
sions and  other  necessities,  always  with  the  im- 
derstanding  that  they  were  to  share  in  the  spoils. 
The  proposal  was  one  that  was  in  every  way 
worthy  of   Contreras.     Gutierrez,   however,   a 
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novice  in  conquest,  replied  that  the  King  had 
commanded  him  to  colonize,  not  to  plunder,  and 
that  he  trusted  in  God  to  send  him  a  better  fate 
than  that  suffered  by  his  predecessors.  Beau- 
tiful words  1  But,  unfortunately,  they  were  but 
mere  words,  as  we  shall  see  further  on.  Oviedo 
was  right  when  he  wrote  that  "  this  governor  was 
better  qualified  in  speech  than  in  judgment  for 
the  burden  he  carried." 

Diego  Gutierrez  left  the  city  of  Granada  to- 
ward the  end  of  1548,  with  a  force  of  sixty  men. 
Setting  sail  in  two  barkentines,  he  reached  the 
sea  via  the  Desaguadero,  and  steered  for  the 
Suerre  River.  On  his  arrival  at  the  mouth,  he 
ascended  the  stream  some  six  miles,  and  in  its 
upper  waters  foimd  a  group  of  deserted  huts  in 
which  he  quartered  his  men.  The  place  he  chris- 
tened Villa  de  Santiago,  bestowed  upon  it  a 
municipal  council  composed  of  Captain  Pedro 
Ruiz,  Juan  Gtu'cfa  Facheco,  Garcia  Osorio, 
Francisco  Calado,  Luis  Carrillo  de  Figueroa  and 
Alonso  de  Baena,  and  at  once  wrote  the  Sing 
imder  date  of  the  22nd  of  November,  1548,  in- 
forming him  of  the  founding  of  the  town  and  ire- 
questing  of  his  Majesty  an  appointment  as  Gov- 
ernor of  Nicaragua.  One  of  his  first  acts  was 
to  issue  a  proclamation  conmianding  all,  on  pain 
of  a  hundred  lashes,  to  give  to  his  government 
the  name  of  Cartago  and  Costa  Rica  instead  of 
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Veregua,  This  doubtless  was  in  order  to  avoid 
disputes  with  tiie  heir  of  Columbus. 

When  Gutierrez  was  fully  installed  in  the 
town  of  Santia^,  he  received  a  visit  from  sev- 
eral Indian  chiefs,  who,  having  become  familiar 
with  the  course  pursued  by  the  Spaniards  in  their 
country,  brought  with  them  as  gifts  a  number 
of  articles  made  of  a  low  grade  of  gold  and 
amounting  in  v^ue  to  seven  hundred  ducats. 
The  Governor  showered  attentions  upon  them, 
and,  wishing  to  demonstrate  also  his  own  gener- 
osity, gave  to  each  a  crown,  worked  in  glass 
beads,  hawks'  bells  and  other  trinkets,  and  then, 
after  explaining  to  them  by  the  sign  language 
that  he  had  no  other  object  in  coming  among 
them  than  to  show  them  the  way  to  salvation,  in- 
terrogated them  as  to  the  source  from  which 
they  obtained  their  gold.  The  Indians  told  him 
the  gold  came  firom  a  great  distance  and  was 
found  in  the  streams.  Finally  the  chiefs  re- 
turned to  their  own  villages  and  for  a  time  con- 
tinued to  send  provisions  into  the  town. 

Desirous  as  the  Captain  was  to  pursue  his  ex- 
ploration, the  heavy  rains  for  a  considerable 
period  made  it  impossible.  As  he  was  compelled 
to  remain  at  Santiago,  the  provisions  brought 
from  Nicaragua  were  at  length  exhausted  and 
hunger  began  to  manifest  itself  in  the  appear- 
ance of  aU — ^that  terrible  hunger  of  Veragua, 
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the  hunger  that  had  conquered  Columbus,  Nicu- 
esa  and  Felipe  Gutierrez  before.  As  an  expedi- 
ent, the  Governor  applied  to  his  friends  the 
caciques  for  a  small  supply  of  maize,  since  it  had 
now  become  possible  to  undertake  the  expedition 
into  the  interior.  The  Indians,  who  were  impa- 
tient to  rid  themselves  of  such  inconvenient 
guests,  readily  complied,  but  the  provisions  they 
sent  in  were  so  limited  in  quantity  that  the  Span- 
iards, aa  they  thou^t,  would  be  forced  to  quit 
the  country.  At  this  the  soldiers,  observing  the 
sinister  aspect  matters  had  assumed,  and  remem- 
bering the  dark  fate  that  had  attended  all  the 
other  conqviatadores  in  Veragua,  resolved  among 
themselves  to  desert,  and  one  night  escaped  to  th& 
sea  and  reached  the  coast  near  the  moutii  of  the 
river  San  Juan,  where  they  were  picked  up  by 
some  vessels  bound  for  Nicaragua  from  Nombre 
de  Dios.  With  the  Governor  only  his  nephew, 
Alonso  de  Pisa,  four  servants  and  one  of  the 
sailors  remained. 

Yet,  although  Diego  Gutierrez  thus  found 
himself  abandoned  a  second  time,  he  adhered  to 
the  resolution  he  had  formed  coi  the  first  occasion 
to  make  his  way  into  Nicaragua,  and,  as  he  clung 
to  the  hope  of  returning,  he  left  hidden  in  the 
ground  at  Santiago  some  vessels  containing  "Salt 
and  honey,  then  descended  the  river  in  a  fragata. 
As  he  was  about  to  leave  port,  unexpected  as- 
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sistance  arrived  in  the  form  of  a  barkentine* 
bringing  a  force  of  men  and  laden  with  supplies 
and  provisions  sent  out  from  Nicaragua  under 
tbe  command  of  Captain  Barrientos.  Great  was 
Gutierrez's  joy.  Welcoming  the  new  arrivals 
effusively,  he  overwhelmed  them  with  attentions 
and  promises,  and  resolved  to  remain  in  port 
until  the  return  of  his  nephew,  Alonso  de  Pisa, 
whom  he  had  despatdied  to  Nombre  de  Dios  for 
recruits. 

The  gold  that  had  been  given  him  by  the 
caciquet  he  had  entrusted  to  his  nephew  as  a 
fund  with  which  to  enlist  the  men  and  to  purchase 
the  supplies.  This  very  gold  was  later  to  prove 
the  knife  that  was  to  rend  their  own  throats. 
Alonso  de  Pisa  succeeded  in  assembling  at 
Nombre  de  Dios  some  twenty-seven  men. 
Among  them  was  the  Milanese  Benzoni,  who 
afterwards  bequeathed  to  us  a  most  interesting 
narrative  of  the  adventures  of  Diego  Guti&rez. 
Towards  the  middle  of  1544,  Pisa  left  in  the 
barkentine  for  Suerre  and  arrived  four  days 
later,  but,  prevented  from  entering  the  river  by 
the  unfavorable  condition  of  the  bar,  put  back 
and  sought  refuge  in  Almirante  Bay,  where^ 
among  the  islands,  he  remained  for  seventy-two 
days  awaiting  the  quieting  down  of  the  sea. 
These  islands,  having  been  abandoned  by  the 
Indians  in  their  effort  to  escape  the  frequent  in- 
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cursions  of  the  Spaniards,  were  then  uninhabited 
and  it  was  impossible  to  find  anything  to  eat.  In 
the  emergency,  AIchiso  de  Pisa  resolved  to  re- 
connoiter  the  mainland,  and,  after  a  fruitless 
quest  of  eight  days,  over  mountains  and  morass, 
decided  to  return  to  the  coast  and  follow  the 
beach  to  Suerre.  It  was  only  after  having  xm- 
dergone  great  hardships  that  he  succeeded  in 
reaching  it.  The  barkentines  did  not  put  in  an 
appearance  until  twenty  days  later. 

When  the  reinforcements  had  arrived,  Diego 
Gutierrez  provided  his  nephew  with  a  quantity  of 
gold  which,  when  melted  down  at  Panama,  pro- 
duced 1500  casteUanoa.  and  despatched  him 
again  to  Nombre  de  Dios  in  the  same  vessel,  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  more  men.  Without 
awaiting  his  return,  being  now  well  provisioned 
with  turtle  meat  and  fat,  Gutierrez  proceeded  to 
the  upper  waters  of  the  river  with  the  fragata 
and  four  big  canoes,  on  the  4th  of  October  readi- 
ing  the  Suerre  territory,  situated  some  thirty 
miles  from  the  coast.  Here  he  found  a  large 
oval-sbaped  structure,  built  of  cane  and  thatdied 
with  palm  leaves  most  skillfully  braided,  which 
served  as  the  abiding  place  of  the  cacique  -when 
he  came  down  to  the  river  to  fish.  In  Una  house 
he  took  up  his  residence  and  gave  the  settlement 
the  name  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco. 

Soon  afterwards  the  lord  of  the  Suerre  country 
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and  the  chiefs  of  Cuyupa  and  other  head  men 
made  him  a  visit  and  brought  in  gifts  of  fruit 
Guti^ez  received  them  well,  though  he  could  not 
conceal  his  disappointment  over  the  fact  that 
grateful  as  were  these  gifts  to  the  palate,  they 
were  not  accompanied  by  gold,  which,  needless  to 
say,  would  have  rendered  them  more  appetizing. 
Nevertheless,  he  availed  himself  of  the  occasion  to 
tell  the  chiefs,  through  the  medium  of  a  soldier 
who  knew  a  little  of  the  language  of  the  coxmtry, 
that  the  purpose  of  his  coming  was  to  bring  them 
great  consolation.  Farther  along  we  shall  see 
what  kind  of  consolation  this  was.  Then,  per- 
haps wishing  to  imitate  Hem^  S^chez  de 
Badajoz,  he  invited  them,  with  the  chaplain  of 
the  expedition^  and  the  interpreter,  to  dine 
with  him.  It  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  Indian 
chiefs  were  unable  properly  to  appreciate  the 
fowls  and  salt  pork  served  that  day  at  the  table 
of  the  Governor  and  Captain-Creneral,  for  little 
or  nothing  did  they  deign  to  eat.  Indeed,  they 
bestowed  on  their  servants,  who  were  assisting 
at  the  banquet,  seated  about  the  table  on  the  floor, 
all  that  was  placed  before  them,  and  the  ser- 

'It  la  stated  In  certain  documents  of  that  period  that  fbla 
priest  bore  the  name  of  Francisco  Bajo.  Juan  Vazques  de 
Coronado  (Peralta — Coata  Rtca,  Nioaroffua  y  PanamA,  p.  7S1> 
writes  to  the  King.  In  1663,  that  Fra;  Martin  de  Boollla 
"  came  ont  aa  chaplain  of  Diego  QuUfrrrez'  '  armada.' "  but  he 
did  not  form  part  of  the  expedition  to  Snerre; 
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vants,  less  discreet  tiian  their  masters,  tossed  it 
to  the  dogs,  making  sport  of  the  food  provided 
by  the  illustrious  envoy  of  the  monarch  of 
Spain. 

At  the  end  of  the  feast,  Diego  Gutierrez  con- 
cluded that  the  moment  had  arrived  wherein  to 
favor  them  with  a  brief  post-prandial  discourse, 
which  Benzoni  has  preserved  to  posterity.  "  My 
dear  friends,  I  have  come  to  your  country,"  he 
said  to  them,  "  to  lift  you  from  the  idolatrous 
abyss  into  whidi,  until  now,  you  have  been 
plunged  by  the  artfulness  of  Satan.  It  is  my 
purpose  to  teach  you  the  true  course  for  the  sal- 
vation of  your  souls  and  to  tell  you  how  our 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  Giod,  descended 
from  heaven  and  came  upon  the  earth  to  redeem 
mankind."  He  added  that  the  priest  who  was 
there  present  had  come  from  Spain  with  the  sole 
object  of  instructing  tliem  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  faith  and  the  Christian  religion,  and  that 
they  must  prepare  tiiemselves  to  submit  to  the 
divine  law  and  render  obedience  to  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.,  King  of  Spain  and  mouM-ch  over 
all  the  world.  Of  this  entire  discourse  it  is  not 
too  much  to  surmise  that  the  Indians  compre- 
hended not  a  word.  They  made  no  response 
whatever;  they  simply  confined  themselves  to 
bowing  their  heads  as  though  saying  "  Amen  " 
tn  it  all,  and  then  returned  to  their  lumies. 
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The  day  following,  the  Governor  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  the  cacique*  Camaquire  and  Cooori — 
tiie  same  who  had  presented  him  with  the  700 
ducats  and  supplied  him  with  proyisions  at  the 
town  of  Santiago — requesting  them  to  come  and 
see  him,  and  sending  them  assiu'ances  that  they 
could  do  so  without  fear  of  harm.  Both  obeyed 
the  siimmons  but,  as  they  did  so  with  ill  grace, 
Diego  Gutierrez,  violating  his  plighted  word, 
made  them  prisoners  and  had  them  diained  by 
the  neck,  and,  this  outrage  consummated,  de- 
manded of  them  that  they  return  the  salt  and 
honey  he  had  left  buried  at  Santiago.  They 
replied  that  this  was  a  matter  they  knew  nothing 
of,  and  that  there  had  been  no  need  to  take 
what  they  already  had  in  great  abimdance.  The 
Governor  thereupon  launched  forth  threats  and 
abuse  and,  for  greater  security,  caused  the 
prisoners  to  be  tied  to  the  feet  of  his  bed  and  to 
sleep  on  the  floor.  Camaquire,  who  was  the 
younger  of  them,  and  reputed  to  be  very  rich,  had 
his  people  bring  in  two  thousand  ducats'  worth 
of  jewels  and  gold.  This  sum  was  not  enough  to 
moderate  the  greed  of  the  Governor.  He  men- 
aced them  daily  with  demands  for  more  gold,  and 
when  at  last  he  concluded  that  it  was  not  forth- 
coming, ordered  a  bonfire  to  be  built.  The  Gov- 
ernor then  had  Camaquire  brought  out  where  he 
fM>uld  see  the  flames,  and,  showini;  him  a  large 
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basket,  told  him  that  unless  within  four  days  he 
should  have  produced  gold  enou^  to  fill  it  six 
times  over,  he  would  have  him  burned  aUve.  At 
this,  thoroughly  terrorized,  the  unhappy  Indian 
despatched  his  slaves  with  orders  to  bring  hack  all 
the  treasure  they  could  find. 

But  it  happened  tiiat,  as  the  imprisoned  ca- 
ciguea,  like  all  the  Indians  of  those  parts,  were  ac- 
customed to  bathing  several  times  a  day,  a  trusty 
servant  of  the  Governor's  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  taking  them  to  the  water;  that,  after  re- 
turning from  the  bath  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
following  the  threat  of  torture  by  fire,  this  servant 
left  the  door  of  the  prison  insecurely  fastened, 
and  that,  during  the  night,  Camaquire  managed 
to  make  his  escape.  So  violent  was  Gutierrez* 
anger  and  disappointment  when  he  saw  thus  fad- 
ing away  the  heaps  of  gold  of  which  he  had 
dreamed,  that  he  became  sick,  and,  when  his  eye 
fell  on  the  famous  basket,  exclaimed,  in  a  delirium 
of  rage,  that  he  had  been  defiled  by  its  touch. 
Cocori,  however,  still  remained  in  the  Governor's 
power,  and  on  him  fell  the  weight  of  his  wrath. 

Only  this  cacique,  more  manly  than  his  com- 
panion, did  not  allow  himself  to  be  intimidated 
by  threats.  He  would  not  give  up  any  gold,  he 
replied  with  great  firmness,  because  he  had  none 
to  give.  Exasperated  by  the  answer,  Gutierrez 
told  Cocorf  that  in  default  of  his  dehvering  a 
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certain  sum,  he  would  have  him  torn  to  pieces  by 
his  dogs.  To  this  the  Indian  replied  with  scorn, 
and  called  the  Governor  a  boastful  liar  because  of 
his  repeated  threats  to  kill  and  his  failure  to  carry 
them  out.  He  told  Gutierrez  that  in  visiting  him 
he  had  come  with  faith  in  his  assurances,  confi- 
dent that  he  would  be  well  received  and  not  sub- 
mitted to  such  outrage;  he  could  not  imagine;  he 
said,  what  sort  of  people  these  Christians  could 
be  who  wherever  they  went  conunitted  so  many 
evil  deeds.  Greatly  surprised  at  hearing  such 
bold  words,  and  perhaps  ashamed  of  his  own 
baseness,  Gutierrez  contented  himself  with  reply- 
ing that  he  held  the  cacique  prisoner  because  he 
was  a  thief,  since  he  had  stolen  the  salt  and  honey. 
Thoroughly  incensed  against  the  Governor's 
cruelties  and  exactions,  the  caciques  of  Suerre, 
Cuyupa  and  many  others  burned  their  villages, 
cut  down  their  fruit  trees  and  escaped  into  ihe 
forests,  taking  their  crops  with  them  in  order  to 
deprive  the  Spaniards  of  all  means  of  subsistence. 
Six  Indians  whom  Gutierrez  had  despatched  in 
a  canoe  to  the  port  of  Suerre  to  bring  up  tiie  arms 
and  other  supplies  he  had  left  there,  deserted  on 
their  way  back  and  carried  off  the  entire  cargo. 
To  make  matters  worse,  Alonso  de  Pisa  failed  to 
put  in  an  appearance  and  the  soldiers,  again  find- 
ing themselves  confronted  by  starvation,  began 
to  murmur,  and  for  a  second  time  tried  to  make 
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their  escape.  In  this  unfortunate  predicament, 
Guti^ez  made  the  desperate  resolve  to  plmige  . 
into  the  woods  in  pursuit  of  the  Indian  confed- 
erates. Having  first  distributed  among  his 
forces  the  scant  supply  of  provisions  that  re- 
mained, reserving  the  best  for  himself,  and  hav- 
ing sent  the  sick  back  to  the  port,  with  orders  to 
follow  him  as  soon  as  Alonso  de  Pisa  should 
arrive — promising  that  he  would  take  the  pre- 
caution to  blaze  his  trail  through  the  woods  by 
cutting  m^ks  on  the  trees — he  broke  camp  and 
directed  tiiat  Cocori's  Indians  should  carry  the 
baggage  on  their  shoulders. 

When  the  cacique  saw  that  he  too  was  destined 
to  be  turned  into  a  burden  bearer,  he  began  to 
cry  like  a  child,  and  assured  the  Governor  that  if 
he  would  but  restore  his  liberty,  he  would  return 
within  four  days  with  a  large  quantity  of  gold. 
It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  this  cruel  indig- 
nity struck  greater  terror  to  the  soul  of  the  ca- 
cique than  even  the  threats  of  torture  and  death, 
for  in  the  face  of  these  he  had  not  shown  the 
slightest  fear.  The  noble  conduct  of  the  Indian 
only  makes  the  methods  of  those  who  so  ruth- 
lessly maltreated  his  race  seem  all  the  more 
odious — a  people  surely  more  worthy  than  its 
tormentors.  The  Governor,  it  would  appear,  was 
at  first  inclined  to  let  Cocori  go,  but  he  was  un- 
fortunately   surrounded    by    some   who    were 
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more  evilly  disposed  than  himself.  These 
men  advised  against  it,  cautioning  him  that 
the  cacique  was  not  to  be  trusted,  and  argu- 
ing that  as  long  as  the  Indian  was  kept  prisoner 
his  people  would  continue  to  bring  in  provisions. 
They  urged,  instead,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
send  a  force  to  sack  his  village  and  thereby  both 
augment  their  food  supply  and  secure  additional 
burden  bearers.  This  was  counsel  that  Gutierrez 
had  no  lack  of  desire  to  follow,  yet  he  dared  not 
order  the  depredation  to  be  undertaken  lest  the 
men  he  might  assign  to  it  should  desert  I 

Instead,  Diego  Gutierrez  and  his  companions 
pursued  their  course  for  five  or  six  days,  follow- 
ing the  Indians  through  the  dense  forest  that 
covered  the  vast  level  plains  of  Santa  Clara,  until 
they  arrived  at  the  Central  Cordillera.  With 
much  difficulty  they  crossed  the  mountains  by 
way  of  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Turrialba  vol- 
cano, from  the  heights  of  which  they  could  view 
the  Pacific.  In  the  passage  over  the  high  and 
rugged  ridges  they  came  upon  not  a  single  habi- 
tation. Continuing  their  descent,  they  reached  a 
broad,  torrential  river  which  proved  to  be  the 
same  Suerre  or  Reventazon  River  whence,  in  its 
lower  waters,  they  had  recently  taken  their  de- 
parture. On  its  bank  they  discovered  some 
abandoned  huts  containing  the  bones  of  many 
wild  animals. 
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Here  also  were  many  zapote  (sapota)  trees 
and  fields  of  yucca  that  served  most  effectively  to 
allay  the  hunger  of  the  Spaniards.  At  this  place 
they  remained  two  days,  taking  a  much  needed 
rest,  and  then  continued  their  march.  Three  days 
later  they  reached  a  point  from  which  the  trail 
they  had  been  following*  branched  out  in  two 
directions.  Diego  Gutierrez  asked  one  of  the  In- 
dians which  of  the  two  paths  would  lead  them  to 
some  village,  and,  the  Indian  having  replied  that 
he  did  not  know,  immediately  had  him  beheaded 
by  the  two  negro  slaves  he  had  brought  with  the 
expedition.  The  same  question  was  then  put  to 
Cocorf,  who  also  answered  that  he  did  not  know, 
whereupon  Gutierrez  commanded  that  he  also  be 
put  to  death.  When  he  heard  himself  sentenced, 
the  cacique  laid  down  his  biu-den  and,  with  admi- 
rable stoicism,  bowed  his  head  and,  wiUiout  a 
tremor,  awaited  the  stroke,  yiloved  at  last  by 
such  grandeur  of  soul,  the  barbarous  Spaniard 
stayed  the  hand  of  his  slave  and  granted  the 
heroic  Indian  his  life.  Not  knowing  which  road 
to  take,  therefore,  Gutierrez  camped  for  the  night 
where  he  was.  Here  he  left  behind  three  men 
who  had  become  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  after- 
wards were  killed  by  the  Indians. 

Wholly  selfish  and  hard  of  heart,  and  following 
■Tbe  ittnerary  followed  bf  Dtego  Gutierrez  correaponda  ex- 
actl7  with  the  old  trail  used  by  tbe  Quetaire  iDdlaaa  and  tboae 
from  the  Saerre  country  in  their  IntercommunlcatloD. 
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the  example  of  his  brother,  Diego  Gutierrez  with- 
held from  the  famished  soldiers  the  food  he  had 
set  apart  for  his  own  consumption.  In  order  to 
keep  life  in  their  bodies,  the  men  were  forced  to 
subsist  on  roots.  In  connection  with  this  great 
scarcity  of  food,  Benzoni  relates  an  amusing 
anecdote.  After  two  days'  march,  the  expedition 
reached  the  borders  of  a  forest,  where  they  dis- 
covered some  Indian  scouts  who  took  flight  on 
their  approach,  but  the  following  morning  a 
large  number  of  Indians,  painted  in  war  colors, 
black  and  red,  suddenly  fell  upon  the  Spaniards 
with  hideous  cries  and  a  great  noise  of  war  horns 
and  tom-toms.  Diego  Gutierrez,  who  at  the  mo- 
ment had  separated  himself  from  the  camp,  was 
the  first  to  be  killed.  Like  good  Spaniards,  the 
soldiers  defended  themselves  with  courage,  forc- 
ing back  the  Indians  and  killing  many,  but  the 
latter  were  reinforced  and  enabled  to  resume  the 
offensive,  and  this  time  their  adversaries  could 
offer  but  slight  resistance,  so  weakened  had  they 
become  by  hunger  and  fatigue. 

The  battle  did  not  last  ten  minutes.  Of  more 
than  forty  men  who  accompanied  Diego  Gutier- 
rez, one  half  met  their  deaths,  among  them  the 
two  negro  slaves.  With  much  difficulty  and 
hardship  the  rest  escaped  through  the  woods. 
A  few — and  with  these  was  Benzoni — ^returned 
by  the  trail  over  which  they  had  come.    During 
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their  retreat,  they  ran  into  a  body  of  twenty-five 
cacique*  and  leading  Indian  men,  each  wearing 
over  his  shoulders  a  mantle.  Yet,  though  armed 
with  lances,  the  Indians  bore  no  war  paint.  The 
fugitives  broke  through  the  groups  of  chiefs  and, 


^ 

y^ 

Htaarary 

DESO  GUTIERREZ 

^^ 

running  a  short  distance  farther,  came  up  with 
the  Padre  Francisco  Bajo,  who,  with  two  soldiers, 
had  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  at  the 
beginning  of  the  combat.  Two  hours  htter 
they  met  Alonso  de  Pisa  coming  to  their 
support  with  a  force  of  twenty-four  men. 
In  the  midst  of  the  account  they  were  giving  him 
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of  the  disaster  and  the  death  of  his  uncle,  they 
were  suddenly  surrounded  by  more  than  a  hun- 
dred Indians,  carrying  swords,  bucklers  and 
cross-bows — the  trophies  of  their  victory.  Ex- 
ulting over  the  Spaniards,  the  Indians  danced 
about,  some  calling  out  derisively  in  Spanish: 
"Here  is  gold.  Christians!  Come  and  take  it  I" 
But,  seeing  the  reinforcements  that  had  been 
brought  by  Alonso  de  Pisa,  they  did  not  dare  to 
attack. 

Diego  Gutierrez  was  defeated  and  killed  in  the 
month  of  December,  1544,  at  Tayutic  or  Teo- 
tique,  a  place  situated  in  the  valley  of  Tayut." 
Twenty  years  later  Juan  Vazquez  de  Coronado 
heard  a  report  that  the  cacique  of  Suerre,  one  of 
those  Indians  who  had  confederated,  still  pre- 
served the  spoils  of  the  expedition."*  The  In- 
dians out  oflf  the  head,  feet  and  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  his  two  negro  slaves ;  the  other  bodies 
were  abandoned  on  the  field.  After  great  hard- 
ship and  much  cruel  suffering  from  hunger,  the 
remaining  Spaniards  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
coast  at  the  mouth  of  the  Taure  Kiver  and  from 
thence  set  forth  for  the  interior  of  Nicaragua. 

Such  was  the  awful  end  of  a  rapacious  and  in- 
human governor. 

'The  valley  of  Taynt  runa  between  the  TUIageB  of  Tula  aod 
ChlrripO  and  la  the  one  which  now  bears  the  name  of  the 
ralle;  of  Platanlllo. 

"Peralttt — Coata  Rica,  Nicaraeua  v  Panamd,  p.  302. 
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DiEoo  Machuca  de  Zuazo  and  A1.0N80  Caleko  Make 
Application  pok  the  Govebnmbnt  of  Costa  Rica 
— Juan  P£bez  de  Cabreba  Appointed  Gotebnoe 
OF  Cabtago,  oe  Veeagita — The  Submission  of  the 
Ckoueb  and  Abanoabes  Indians — The  CoMuissioif 
OF  AxoNso  Oetiz  de  Eloueta — The  Licenciaso 
Juan  de  Cavall6m  and  the  Padke  Juan  de 
Estbada  RAtago — The  Audiencia  of  Guatemaia 
Appoints  Cavai,l6n  Ai^aldb  Matob  of  Nicabagua 
AND  Ehpotebs  Him  to  Enoaoe  in  Colonization 

AND      D18COVEBT      in      the       PeOVINCE      OF       NUEVO 

Cabtaoo  and  Costa  Rica — The  Padbe  Estrada 
Ratago  at  Bocas  del  Tobo — The  Town  of 
Castillo  de  Austria — The  Downfall  of  Es- 
tbada RXvAQo — Catall^n's  Invasion  fbom  the 
Pacific — The  Foundino  of  the  Citt  op  Gabci- 
MuSoz,  THE  Town  of  Los  Reyes  and  Fort  of 
Landecho — The  Conquest  is  Extended  as  fax  as 
the  Atlantic  Slope — Catall6n*s  Hardness — The 

groodness    of    estrada    ra.tago departure    of 

Catallon — The  Padre  Estrada  RAvago  is  Made 
Lieutenant  of  the  Alcalde  Mayor 

1545-1562 

ON  the  80th  of  July,  1545,^  a  few  months 
after  the  tragic  death  of  Diego  Gutierrez, 
Captain  Machuca  de  Zuazo,  in  his  own  be- 
half and  that  of  his  friend,  Alonso  Calero,  pre- 
sented himself  before  the  Royal  Audiencia  of  Los 
'M.  M.  de  P«alta — Ootta  Rica,  Niearoffua  y  PanamA,  p. 
702. 
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Cbnfines,^  located  in  the  city  of  Graciss  &  Dies, 
and  made  application  for  the  government  of 
Costa  Rica,  with  the  same  emoluments  and  un- 
der the  same  terms  as  had  been  enjoyed  by 
Gutierrez.  The  Audiencia  forwarded  the  peti- 
tion to  Madrid  for  submission  to  the  Council  of 
the  Indies,  before  which  it  was  warmly  supported 
by  the  Bishop  of  Nicaragua,  Fray  Antonio  de 
Vatdivieso.'  The  Crown,  however,  was  boimd  by 
a  contract  with  the  heirs  of  the  Governor  of  Car- 
tago  (of  sinister  memory) ,  so  the  Council  limited 
its  action  to  referring  the  petition  to  the  Gover- 
nor's son,  Don  Pedro  Gutierrez  de  Ayala,  under 
date  of  the  14th  of  September,  1543. 

Three  years  passed,  during  which  Guti^ez 
de  Ayala  came  to  no  decision  in  the  matter. 
Thereupon  the  King  called  on  him  for 
fulfillment  of  the  conditions  agreed  to  by 
his  father,  and  Gutierrez  then  elected,  accord- 
ing to  his  right  under  the  contract  (of  1540), 
to  subrogate  Juan  P^rez  de  Cabrera,  a  resi- 
dent of  Cuenca — "  a  gentleman  of  noble  birth, 

■The  J-ttdiencia  of  Faooma  was  superseded  Id  1642  by  tbat 
wbicb  was  erected  to  reside  at  the  boundary  line  of  Guate- 
mala and  Nicaragua  In  1G43.  That  Audietida  exerdsed  Jurls- 
dletion  over  the  provinces  of  Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  Cblapa, 
TucatAn,  Cozumel,  Hlgueras,  Cape  Honduras  and  all  tbe  other 
provinces  then  existent  up  to  the  province  of  Tierra  Plrme  or 
CasUlla  del  Oro,  inclusive,  and  consequently  over  Uie  province 
of  CoBta  Blca  as  weU. 

'Ibid.,  p.  7H. 
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possessing  a  rich  enUiled  estate,  and  with  good 
family  connections  in  these  kingdoms  "  * — and 
ceded  to  the  latter  nearly  all  his  rights,  reserving 
to  himself  merely  a  small  part  of  Uie  income  and 
lands  pertaining  to  him  under  the  royal  grant. 

Juan  Perez  de  Cabrera  was  a  man  of  much  ex- 
perience in  the  conquest  of  the  Indians,  having 
been  Governor  and  Captain-General  of  Hon- 
duras during  the  two  years  that  intervened  be- 
tween the  death  of  Pedro  de  Alvarado  and  the 
arrival  of  the  Adelantado  Francisco  de  Mon- 
tejo."  The  King  accepted  the  substitution  and 
conferred  on  P^rez  de  Cabrera  the  governorship 
of  Cartago,  or  Veragua,  on  the  22nd  of  February, 
1549,  together  with  the  office  of  Corregidor  of 
Trujillo  in  Honduras.  Shortly  afterwards 
Cabrera  set  forth  from  Spain  in  two  ships,  taking 
with  him  five  hundred  men  and  the  necessary  sup- 
plies, and  finally  reached  Honduras.  When, 
however,  he  started  to  put  his  enterprise  in  mo- 
tion, he  encountered  serious  difiiculties  in  the 
Audienda  of  Guatemala,'  which  exacted  of  him 
strict  compliance  with  the  King's  command  ^ — 

•/Md..  p.  1B9. 

'  H.  M.  de  Feralta — Eicpo»6  de*  droits  terrUoriaua  de  la 
RipuUiQiie  de  Costa-Rica,  p.  SO. 

"rbls  AiidietKia  was  Identical  with  the  Audienoia  de  lot 
Confines  whose  residence  had  been  removed  from  the  dty  of 
Graci^B  &  DloB  to  the  city  of  Quatemala  tn  1660. 

'By  virtue  of  the  New  I^ws  end  Ordlnancee  promulgated 
bjr  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  at  Barcelona  on  the  20th  of 
November,  1S42. 
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that  his  work  of  conquest  be  carried  on  humanely 
and  not  by  fire  and  sword  as  he  had  planned. 
Confronted  by  this  severe  restriction,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Diego  Gutierrez  abandoned  the  under- 
taking, and,  by  way  of  indemnification  for  the 
expense  to  which  he  had  been  put,  the  Audiencia 
bestowed  on  him  the  government  of  Honduras. 
The  rights  of  Don  Pedro  vanished  with  Juan 
Perez  de  Cabrera's  abandonment  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  many  years  passed  before  anything 
was  attempted  again  in  the  territory  of  Costa 
Rica,  whose  great  riches,  widely  proclaimed  ever 
since  the  time  of  Columbus,  remained  thus  hidden 
away  in  the  mysterious  solitudes  of  its  immense 
forests  and  rugged  mountains.  In  1554,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  rebellion  of  Francisco  Hemdndez 
Girdn  in  Peru,  the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala  ap- 
pointed Pedro  Ord6fiez  de  Villaquiran  Corre- 
gidor  of  Nicoya  and  of  the  ports  of  Chira  and 
Paro,  in  order  to  "  guard  and  defend  that  dis- 
trict," which  was  then  considered  as  the  frontier 
of  Peru,"  and  through  which  in  fact  many  ad- 
venturers were  accustomed  to  pass  on  their  way 
out  of  that  country.  Villaquirdn  was  not  called 
upon  to  draw  his  sword  against  the  rebels,  but, 
during  the  two  years  he  remained  in  Nicoya,  he 
received  the  voluntary  submission  of  tiie  Chomes 

■  Lefin  FernAades— Z)oc«men(i>8,  VoL  VII,  p.  138. 
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and  Abangares  Indians,"  in  exchange  for  a  few 
church  ornaments  he  bestowed  upon  them.  In 
this  connection,  he  sent  in  to  the  Audiencia  an 
enthusiastic  report  concerning  "  the  great  riches 
in  gold  the  people  of  Veragua  possessed." 

This  report,  when  transmitted  to  Spain,  had 
the  effect  of  calling  attention  once  more  to  a 
country  reputed  to  be  of  great  wealth  but  whidi 
had  hitherto  shown  itself  to  be  unconquerable. 
The  result  was  a  commission,  issued  on  the  18th 
of  December,  1559,  to  the  lAcenciado,  Alonso 
Ortiz  de  Elgueta,  whereby  he  was  appointed  Al- 
calde mayor,  with  instructions  to  secure  the  sub- 
mission of  the  Indians  "  unenlightened  by  the 
faith  "  who  might  be  found  "  between  that  Prov- 
ince of  Nicaragua  and  the  Province  of  Hon- 
duras, on  the  side  of  the  cities  of  Nombre  de 
Dios  and  Panama,  between  the  North  and  South 
Seas."  Afterwards,  however,  Philip  II.,  for 
reasons  not  specified,  declared  that  it  was  not  to 
the  interest  of  his  royal  service  that  Ortiz  de 
Elgueta  should  proceed  with  the  projected  ex- 
pedition. 

There  was  living  in  those  times,  in  the  city  of 
Santiago    of    Guatemala,    a    young    lawyer,"* 

*The  Cbomag  and  Abangares  Indians  Inhabited  tbe  Padflc 
coast  of  Coata  Btca,  In  territory  embraced  In  the  preseat 
province  of  Pnntarenas.  Botb  names  are  ettl)  preaerred  In 
that  prorlnce. 

"In  1669  CavalUn  declared  that  he  was  thlrty-Sve  yean  o( 
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native  of  GarcimuAoz,  a  small  place  in  Castilla 
la  Nueva,  who  was  a  man  of  merit,  ambitious 
and  courageous,  and  who  desired  to  devote  his 
*  energies  to  some  profitable  employment.  He 
was  called  Juan  de  Cavalldn,  and  was  married 
to  a  lady  of  quality,  Dofia  Leonor  Barahona, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Sancho  Barahona,  a  vet- 
eran of  the  conquest  of  Yucat£n,  Mexico  and 
Guatemala.  Cavallon  had  come  to  America  with 
the  armada  of  Juan  P6rez  de  Cabrer*,  under 
whose  orders  he  served  as  Deputy  Magistrate 
in  Trujillo  in  the  year  1550,  and  later,  from 
1558,  as  Alcalde  mayor  of  T^I'icaragua.  In  the 
latter  employment  he  greatly  distinguished  him- 
self, particularly  during  the  uprising  of  Juan 
Gaitdn. 

Gait^n,  after  having  sacked  the  town  of  San 
Miguel,  in  San  Salvador,  as  well  as  the  town 
of  Jerez,  in  Choluteca,  and  the  so-called  mines 
of  Juan  de  Avila,  had  determined  to  proceed 
against  L6on  and  kill  the  Alcalde  mayor,  against 
whom  he  desired  to  revenge  himself  for  a  certain 
punishment  the  latter  had  in^cted  on  him  for  an 
offense  committed  in  Nicaragua.  Cavall6n,  ad- 
vised of  the  plot  in  due  season  by  a  negro  slave, 
who  had  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  from  the 
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rebel  camp,  had  resolutely  prepared  for  defense. 
Expecting  to  surprise  the  city,  Juan  Gaitin  and 
his  followers  had  made  their  entrance  at  day- 
break on  the  laat  day  of  the  Easter  season,  in 
1554,  but  were  met  by  the  Alcalde  mayor,  who 
had  assembed  the  citizens  in  the  plaza,  fully 
armed  and  prepared  for  defense.  Here  they  had 
engaged  in  a  vicious  combat,  which  ended  in  the 
complete  rout  of  the  rebels.  Cavallon  had  been  ' 
wounded  in  the  head  and  had  received  a  lance 
thrust  in  his  thigh.  The  victory  gained,  he  had 
immediately  ordered  the  hanging  of  Gaitdn,  his 
ensign  and  quartermaster  and  ten  or  twelve 
of  the  lesser  chiefs,  and  had  the  hands  of  four 
cut  off.  Nearly  all  the  rest  of  the  rebels  had 
been  made  prisoners. 

The  lawyers  attached  to  the  Audienda,  who 
were  friends  of  Cavall6n  and  knew  from  this  and 
other  incidents  in  the  career  of  their  colleague 
that  he  was  an  expert  with  the  sword  as  well  as 
in  respect  of  the  codes  of  law,  proposed  that, 
since  he  had  declined  to  accept  a  position  in  the 
Audienda  of  Nueva  Galicia  in  Mexico,  he  should 
undertake  to  carry  through  the  mission  that  had 
been  entrusted  to  lAcendado  Ortiz  de  Elgueta 
having  in  view  the  conquest  and  colonization  of 
Costa  Rica.  Cavallon  was  an  ambitious  man 
and  was  eager  to  undertake  the  adventure,  but. 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


19«        HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

at  the  outset,  he  was  deterred  by  the  serious 
difficulty  arising  from  his  extreme  poverty,"  for, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  period,  the  con- 
quest must  be  made  at  his  own  expense.  It  hap- 
pened, though,  that  at  that  very  time  a  good 
friend  of  the  lAcenciado  also  found  himself  in 
difficulties — difficulties,  however,  of  a  different 
nature,  and  which  resulted  greatly  to  the  advan- 
tage of  Cavalldn. 

For  shortly  before,  the  King  had  ordered  that 
all  decloistered  friars  should  leave  the  Indies,  and 
the  Padre  Juan  de  Estrada  de  Rdvago,  as  an  old 
Franciscan,  was  on  the  point  of  returning  to  his 
natal  city  of  Guadalajara,  in  Spain,  by  order  of 
the  Bishop  of  Guatemala,  Don  Francisco  Mar- 
roquin.  The  Padre,  who  had  well  feathered  his 
nest  in  America,  and  was  of  an  adventurous 
spirit,  availed  himself  with  pleasure  of  the  op- 
portunity presented  to  remain,  and,  on  the  advice 
of  this  same  Bishop,  associated  himself  with  his 
friend  Cavall6n.  Resolving,  therefore,  to  risk  in 
the  enterprise  his  private  fortune,  which 
amounted  to  some  six  or  seven  thousand  pesos — 

"  See  Lefln  FeniAndes — Documentog,  Vol.  VTI,  p.  434,  for 
the  letter  written  by  CavallOn  to  tbe  King  on  the  7tli  of  April, 
1S66.  in  which  he  says :  "  I  am  poor  and  In  debt  and  poBseas 
absolutely  nothing  wherewith  to  sustain  myself;  my  fortune 
consists  solely  of  my  hope  of  preferment  at  the  bands  of  your 
Uajesty."  In  1658  be  writes  again  to  the  sovereign — "  As  for 
myself,  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  am  poor  and  in  debt."  LeOh 
FemftndeE — Manuscript  now  in  possession  of  the  author. 
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the  fruits  of  his  service  as  curate  in  San  Juan 
de  Puerto  Caballos,  Qracias  i  Dios,  in  Hon- 
duras, and  in  several  places  in  Guatemala,  the 
matter  was  thus  arranged.  The  Audiencia,  with 
out  awaiting  further  orders  from  the  King,  a  sec- 
ond time  appointed  Cavallon  Alcalde  mayor  of 
Nicaragua  and  authorized  him,  tmder  date  of 
January  SO,  1560,  to  imdertake  an  expedition 
of  discovery  into  the  Province  of  Nuevo  Cartago 
and  Costa  Rica,  prescribing  for  him  the  same 
boundaries  that  were  established  for  Ortiz  de 
Elgueta,  since  they  pertained  to  the  same  enter- 
prise. These  dispositions  of  the  Audiencia  were 
confirmed  by  the  Crown  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1561. 

With  some  companions,  and  supplies  for  their 
venture,  Cavall6n  and  Estrada  Ravago'^left 
Guatemala  in  the  beginning  of  1560.  They  were 
accompanied,  among  others,  by  Sancho  and  Juan 
Barahona,  brothers-in-law  of  Cavall6n,  Ignacio 
Cota,  Alonso  Guillen  and  Diego  de  Trexo.  As 
soon  as  they  arrived  in  Nicaragua,  they  began 
their  preparations  and  the  enlistment  of  soldiers 
in  the  cities  of  Le6n  and  Granada,  and,  as  in 
conformity  with  instructions  given  them  by  the 
Audienda  they  were  to  establish  settlements  as 
well  along  the  Atlantic  as  the  Pacific,  they  con- 
cluded to  divide  the  expedition  into  two  com- 
mands.   It  was  planned  that  the  Padre  Estrada 
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lUva^  should  set  out  by  sea  to  establish  a  city 
at  the  port  of  San  Jeronimo,  or  Bocas  del  Toro," 
while  Cavallon  was  to  enter  the  country  over- 
land by  way  of  Nicoya,  on  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific.  Each  was  to  penetrate  into  the  interior 
from  his  own  side  until  they  should  meet,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  in  the  center  of  the  country. 

Estrada  JtAvago,  who  received  later  the  title 
of  Vicar-General  of  Costa  Rica,  left  the  city  of 
Granada  in  the  month  of  October,  1560,  em- 
barking on  the  lake  in  two  fragataa  and  some 
canoes,  well  supplied  with  arms,  munitions  of 
war  and  provisions,  and  having  in  his  company 
seventy  Spanish  soldiers,  some  negro  slaves  and 
many  Indian  burden-bearers,  making  a  total 
force  of  800  men.  Although  the  Padre  was  the 
real  head  of  the  expedition — having  by  a  docu- 
ment, executed  on  the  22nd  of  September,  1560, 
been  fully  empowered  by  Cavall6n  to  represent 
him  in  that  capacity — it  was  thought  that  it 
would  not  look  well  for  a  priest  to  serve  as  the 
actual  leader  of  a  military  force.  For  the  sake 
of  appearances,  therefore,  a  certain  Merida  was 
appointed  lieutenant  to  the  Alcalde  mayor  and 
quartermaster,  and  to  Alonso  de  Anguciana  de 
Gamboa,  a  man  of  importance  in  Nicaragua,  was 
entrusted  the  royal  standard,  in  his  capacity  of 
senior  ensign. 

**  Almlrante  Bay. 
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From  the  events  that  ensued,  still  farther  are 
we  led  to  the  conclusion  that  a  sinister  fate  at- 
tended all  those  who  sought  to  conquer  the  ter- 
ritories that  in  the  beginning  went  by  the  name 
of  Veragua,  and  towards  which  the  Padre 
Estrada  Hdvago,  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
Columbus,  Nieuesa,  Felipe  Gutierrez,  HemAn 
Sanchez  de  Badajoz  and  Diego  Gutierrez,  now 
directed  his  course.  The  disasters  suffered  by 
these  leaders  had  become  legend,  as  had  those  of 
Crist6bal  de  Pefla,  Don  Francisco  Columbus  and 
Juan  Fem&ndez  de  ReboUedo,  who  also  failed  or 
lost  their  lives  in  the  chimerical  conquest  of  the 
Duchy.  In  his  passage  over  the  lake  the  Padre 
received  the  first  onset  of  ill  fortune.  One  of  the 
fragaiaa  nearly  foundered  in  a  hurricane  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  cargo  was  lost.  Descending 
by  way  of  the  Desaguadero  or  San  Juan  River, 
the  expedition  on  reaching  the  sea  met  with 
more  mishaps.  The  other  fragata  ran  aground 
on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  its  cargo 
was  lost,  and  those  who  manned  the  vessel  were 
nearly  drowned.  Thus,  as  already  seen,  the  ad- 
venture commenced  badly,  and  not  only  that — 
there  were  not  lacking  superstitious  ones  in  the 
company  who  attributed  their  misfortunes  to  the 
intervention  of  the  Padre,  whose  presence  they 
looked  upon  as  an  evil  omen." 

"Peralta — Qottn  Bica,  y(coraj?aa  »  PanamA,  p.   20a 
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The  stranded  vessel  was  soon  afloat,  however, 
and  Estrada  Rivago  set  sail  in  one  of  the  fro- 
gateu.  The  command  of  this  he  reserved  to  him- 
self;  the  other  he  placed  under  the  command  of 
Anguciana  de  Gamboa.  Without  further  mis- 
hap, he  reached  Bocas  del  Toro,  or  Almirante 
Bay,  where  he  disembarked,  immediately  set  up 
landmarks  to  record  the  taking  possession  of  the 
territory,  caused  some  huts  to  be  erected,  and 
proclaimed  the  foundation  of  the  city  of  Cas- 
tillo de  Austria,  endowing  it  with  the  customary 
powers  and  requisites.  This  done,  he  sent  one  of 
the  JTogatag  to  Nombre  de  Dios  with  his  silver 
tableware,  negro  slaves  and  some  articles  of  per- 
sonal use,  with  instructions  that  they  be  sold,  and 
that  with  the  proceeds  a  supply  of  the  provisions 
so  sorely  needed  in  the  newly  created  city  be  pur- 
chased; and  at  the  same  time  he  availed  himself 
of  the  opportunity  to  write  to  the  King  to  in- 
form him  that  the  Crown  of  Spain  possessed  one 
more  city  in  its  American  dominions. 

While  the  letters  from  Estrada  Ravage  and 
the  Cabildo  (Municipal  Council)  were  making 
their  way  over  the  seas  to  the  Court,  himger  (the 
inseparable  companion  of  the  Spaniards  on  the 
coast  of  Veragua)  xp&de  itself  cruelly  felt  in  the 
city  of  Castillo  de  Austria.  The  moment  soon 
arrived  in  which  there  remained  no  recourse  but 
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to  do  what  all  the  conqmstadores  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  do  in  this  emergency:  search  out  the 
Indian  villages  and  rob  them  of  their  supplies  of 
food.  The  Padre  Estrada  Bivago  surely  would 
not  have  resorted  to  such  an  expedient  except  in 
the  last  extremity,  for  he  was  a  good  man  and 
tender-hearted,  as  on  other  occasions  was  often 
proved.  Twenty-five  soldiers  who  went  forth  in 
search  of  maize  were  attacked  by  800  Indians, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  spears  and  round 
shields.  One  of  the  Spaniards  was  killed  and 
seven  wounded,  and  they  were  forced  to  take 
refuge  in  a  hut.  From  this  point  of  vantage  they 
were  able  to  make  use  of  their  arquebuses  and 
succeeded  in  putting  the  Indians,  who  were 
terrified  by  the  detonations,  to  flight.  The  expe- 
dition then  returned  to  Castillo  de  Austria  with 
the  small  quantity  of  maize  they  had  succeeded 
in  collecting,  and  later,  with  reinforcements 
given  them  by  the  Padre,  returned  to  the  inte- 
rior; but  the  Indians  had  disappeared,  after 
having  burned  their  houses  and  fields  of  maize. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  fragata  sent  to 
Nombre  de  Dios  had  not  returned ;  that  many  of 
the  Indian  burden-bearers  had  perished ;  that,  to 
satisfy  their  himger,  his  people  had  consumed 
everything,  including  the  dogs,  and  were  reduced 
for  sustenance  to  herbs  and  reptiles;  that  they' 
went    about    naked    in    the    incessant    rains — 
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Estrada  Rivago  concluded  to  abandon  such  a 
site  for  his  city  and  to  reestablish  it  at  the  port 
of  Suerre.**  Doubtless  this  was  in  order  too 
that  he  might  be  nearer  Nicaragua.  The  reso- 
lution taken,  he  went  aboard  the  fragata  that 
remained  to  him,  with  all  who  could  be  crowded 
into  it,  and  ordered  the  rest  to  follow  along  the 
beach.  These  last,  however,  seeing  how  badly 
things  were  going,  improved  the  opportunity 
to  desert. 

In  the  Suerre  country,  the  city  of  Castillo  de 
Austria  had  no  better  fate.  The  Padre  was 
not  long  in  determining  to  abandon  this  also  and 
return  to  Nicaragua.  In  the  port  of  San  Juan, 
where  a  number  of  invalid  soldiers  died  on  his 
hands,  he  was  succored  by  a  bark  bound  from 
Nombre  de  Dios,  and  at  once  sent  a  canoe  up 
the  river  to  seek  help  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try. At  Le6n,  Bishop  Carrasco  heard  news  of 
the  state  of  dire  necessity  to  which  the  Padre 
had  been  reduced  and  went  immediately  to 
Granada,  whence  he  sent  him  provisions.  These, 
however,  arrived  too  late,  for  Estrada  Rdvago 
had  already  left  San  Juan  for  Nueva  Jaen,  from 
which  place  he  removed  some  time  later  to 
Granada,  with  some  thirty  men,  sick  and  ex- 
hausted, of  whom  several  afterwards  died. 

"Called  to-day  Parisuina. 
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Thus  ended  this  new  attempt  at  colonization 
on  the  coast  of  the  ancient  Veragua,  which  had 
then  become  known  by  the  names  ot  Cartago 
and  Costa  Rica — that  is,  all  except  the  ancient 
Duchy,  which  was  converted  into  a  royal  prov- 
ince in  the  same  year  1560,  under  the  name  of  the 
Province  of  Veragua.  Lacking  the  means  neces- 
sary to  pursue  his  undertaking  on  the  Atlantic, 
Estrada  Bivago  decided  to  set  out  in  search  of 
his  partner,  who  was  leading  his  expedition  of 
conquest  along  the  Pacific  side.  By  royal  de- 
cree of  the  4th  of  August,  I56I,  the  King  sent 
him  his  thanks  for  the  founding  of  the  city  of 
Castillo  de  Austria,  when  that  settlement  was  no 
more  than  a  memory — and,  to  those  who  had 
been  its  inhabitants,  a  nightmare! 

The  Licenciado  Cavall6n,  having  sent  a  small 
force  in  advance,  had  left  Nicaragua  in  January, 
1561,  and  passed  along  by  Nicoya.  From  here  he 
continued,  always  by  land,  as  far  as  Chomes, 
where  the  Indians  had  been  at  peace  since  the 
time  of  Pedro  Ordofiez  de  Villaquiran.  He  had 
with  him  ninety  Spanish  soldiers,  several  negro 
slaves  who  had  offered  to  accompany  him,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  munitions 
of  war,  also  a  nimiber  of  horses,  cows,  goats,  pigs 
and  other  animals.  It  was  these  domestic  ani- 
mals that  became  the  progenitors  of  those  that 
exist  in  Costa  Rica  to-day.    At  Chomes  he  came 
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up  with  the  vanguard  and  divided  his  force  into 
four  detachments.  The  Senior  Ensign,  Ignacio 
Cota,  was  given  command  of  the  first,  Juan  Gal- 
lego  of  the  second,  and  Miguel  Sdnchez  de  Guido 
of  the  third.  The  command  of  the  fourth, 
CavaU6n  retained  for  himself.  This  done,  he 
began  his  march  into  the  interior,  opening  roads 
with  great  difficulty  until  he  arrived  at  a  favor- 
able site  for  making  camp.  To  this  he  gave  the 
name  Real  (Camp)  de  la  Ceniza."  From 
his  headquarters  here  he  despatched  Juan  Gal- 
lego  to  the  valley  of  Garabito." 

This  expedition  got  as  far  as  the  valley  of  La 
Cruz,"  where  it  encountered  such  a  considerable 
body  of  Indians  that  Giillego  resolved  to  turn 
back  and  send  for  Cavallon,  who  came  up  with 
the  rest  of  the  force.  As  soon  as  the  Alcalde 
mayor  arrived  in  the  valley  of  La  Cruz,  he  de- 
spatched the  Portuguese  Major,  Antonio  Al- 
varez Pereyra,  to  look  for  the  Coyoche  valley, 
of  which  he  had  heard.  Pereyra  discovered  it, 
and,  having  brought  back  the  cacique  of  that 
country  as  a  prisoner,  the  latter's  subjects  came 

"According  to  LeCn  Fem&ndez  {HUtoria  de  Costa  Rica, 
p.  101  >  this  camp  was  located  on  tbe  left  bank  of  the  Macbuca 
Blver  above  Its  confluence  wltb  tbe  river  Jeeils  Maria. 

^Ibid.  On  tbe  right  bank  of  the  Blo  Grande  and  to  tbe 
eaBt  of  the  CuarroB  River. 

"On  the  coast  near  the  Coarros  Blver,  I>octor  Don 
Bernardo  Augusto  Thiel — Datoi  crtmoldfficot  para  to  BU' 
forte  ScletiAtttoa  de  Costa  Rica. 
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into  camp  to  proffer  their  services.  Cavallon 
gave  to  the  valley  of  Coyoche "  the  name  of 
Landecho,"  and,  with  the  help  afforded  by  the 
Indians,  was  enabled  to  continue  his  march  into 
the  interior,  where,  in  the  last  days  of  March, 
1561,  he  foimded  the  city  of  Garcimufioz*"  on 
the  plains  of  Tumicares  on  the  kft  bank  of  the 
Ciruelas  River. 

Some  little  time  after  the  settlement  of  the 
city  of  Garcimufloz,  he  also  founded  the  city 
of  Los  Reyes  on  the  plains  of  Santo  Domingo, 
which  to-day  bears  the  name  of  Orotina,  and  the 
port  town  of  Landecho  on  the  little  bay  of 
Tivives.*'  Up  to  the  present  time,  all  who  have 
written  concerning  the  history  of  Costa  Rica  " 

"The  UanuriM  (vast  level  plalna)  of  Santo  Domingo. 

"Id  bonor  of  the  Preeldent  of  the  Andlencta  of  Ooatemala, 
Don  Jnan  Hartlnes  de  landecho. 

"Cleto  OoniAIex  Vfquez — Apuntet  tobre  QeografUi  antiffua 
de  Cotta  Bica.  Peralta — Cotta  R4ca,  Nioaragtia  v  Panami, 
p.  700.  The  flret  cablldo  or  numldpal  conndl  of  OardmuDos 
was  compooed  of  Joan  de  Illanes  de  Castro,  Frandsco  JuAica 
de  Orado,  Dl^o  Caro  de  Heaa,  Mlgnel  Hftnchez  de  Ouido, 
Ignado  Cota,  Juan  Qonzfllez  de  Badajoz,  Pedro  MeJIa  and 
Alonso  de  Angudaoa  de  Gamboa,  the  last  named  being  the 
same  who  accompanied  Estrada  RftvaKo  on  his  Ill-starred 
expedition  to  Bocas  del  Toro. 

*■  Don  Cleto  GoniAlez  Vlquez,  In  his  studies  of  tbe  audent 
geography  of  Costa  Rica,  has  posltivelj  located  the  port  of 
Landecho  In  tbe  bay  of  Ttrivee. 

"Peralta — Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua  y  PanamA,  p.  790;  Ewpott 
de»  droiti  territoriauw  de  la  R^pablique  de  Cotta-Rica,  p.  W; 
Le6n  FemAudez — Historia  de  Costa  Rica,  p.  101 ;  Cleto 
Qonzftles  Vlqnea— Apitnlea  »o1>re  Qeoffrafia  antiffua  ie  Cotta 
Bica;  Frandsco  Montaro  Barrantes— Elementos  de  Hlstorta 
de   Cotta   Rica,    VoL   I,   p.   3S;   Bernardo  Augusto  Thlel— 
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make  it  appear  that  the  founding  of  the  town  of 
Los  Reyes  and  of  the  port  of  Landecho  was 
prior  to  the  founding  of  Garcimunoz;  this,  how- 
ever, is  an  error  which  a  study  of  the  documents 
referring  to  the  question  instantly  corrects. 
Thus,  for  example,  in  a  judicial  inquiry  insti- 
tuted at  Cartago,  in  1568,  at  the  instance  of  the 
cabildo  of  that  city,  the  witness  Alonso  H^- 
n^ndez  de  Guido  testified  that  when  he  arrived 
in  the  province  of  Costa  Rica  the  town  of  Los 
Reyes  had  not  yet  been  settled — that  only  the 
city  of  Garcimufioz  "  had  been  founded.  £ven 
more  positive  than  this  is  the  report  made  by 
Juan  Barahona,  a  brother-in-law  and  companion 
of  Cavallon,  concerning  his  services,  in  which  be 
states  that  the  town  of  Garcimufloz  was  the  first 
to  be  founded  in  the  province  of  Costa  Rica.** 
CavaU6n  was  probably  obliged  to  continue  his 
use  of  Chomes  in  commimicating  with  Nicaragua 
until  the  consideration  of  the  convenience  of 
having  a  shorter  road  between  Garcimufioz  and 
the  coast  induced  him  to  adopt  the  port  of 
Tivives,  or  Landecho.  At  all  events,  it  is  a  fact 
that  it  was  not  until  after  the  conquest  of  the 
Provinces  of  Coyoche,  Garabito,  Pacaca,  Cur- 

Dato»  cronot6glco»  para  ta  HMoria  Eclesid&Uca  de 
Co»ttt  Rica;  JoaqulD  Bernardo  Calvo — Apunlamtentoa  geo- 
grdflcoi  estadUticos  i  hittdricoa,  p.  200. 

"Le<tn  Fernftndez — Documentoa,  VoL  IV,  p,  46L 

"/6W.     Vol.  VII.  p.  284. 
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rirab^,  Tiribi  and  Yurustf,  that  Cavallon  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  town  of  Los  Reyes  and  the 
port  of  Landecho. 

As  has  been  stated  above,  the  territory  of 
Costa  Rica  was  but  sparsely  inhabited;  the 
Indians  sowed  maize  only  to  the  amount  that 
was  necessary  for  their  own  immediate  needs, 
and  they  were,  therefore,  unwilling  to  share  it 
with  outsiders.  Cavall6n  was  unwise  in  estab- 
lishing the  city  of  Garcimufloz  on  the  sterile 
Uanuras  (flat  plains)  of  Turrucares,  swept  as 
they  were  by  the  east  winds  and  far  removed 
from  the  sections  populated  by  the  Indians.  It 
was,  therefore,  extremely  difficult  to  provision 
the  city,  it  being  necessary  to  cover  great  dis- 
tances in  search  of  food  supplies,  and  in  many 
instances  to  take  them  by  force  from  the  Indians, 
who  naturally  tried  to  defend  them.  As  Caval- 
16n  carried  a  heavy  hand,  hostilities  soon  broke 
out  between  the  invaders  and  the  legitimate 
proprietors  of  the  land. 

Antonio  Pereyra  made  an  excursion  to 
Pacaca,'"  where  many  Indians  fell  into  his 
hands,  among  them  Quizarco,  a  brother  of 
Coquiba,  the  principal  cacique.  Cavallon  caused 
Quizarco  to  be  beaten  and  thrown  into  chains. 
Ignacio  Cota,  at  the  head  of  another  expedition, 
crossed  the  Cordillera  and  discovered  the  cen- 

"Tbe  andent  village  of  Pacaca,  known  to-day  aB  Tabarda. 
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tral  plateau,  the  Guarco  valley  where  tonlay 
lies  the  city  of  Cartaj^,  and  the  hamlets  of 
Co,  Ujarraci,  Orosf,  CorrosI  and  Ifouxibux. 
This  expedition  passed  through  enormous  hard- 
ships. 

Again  Antonio  Pereyra  left  Garcimufioz  to 
go  in  search  of  Garabito,  that  cunning  and  tur- 
bulent old  cacique,  who  was  the  principal  leader 
in  the  resistance  to  the  conqviatadores.  This 
Garabito,  so  called  in  memory  of  Pedrarias  Dd- 
vila's  lieutenant,"  who  had  visited  his  dominions 
thirty-six  years  before,  was  the  king  of  the  Gue- 
tares  of  the  West,  and  his  elusiveness  is  not  hard 
to  understand,  for  he  could  not  have  retained  very 
agreeable  recollections  of  the  Spanish.  Profit- 
ing by  his  experiences,  he  caused  a  false  Gara- 
bito to  impersonate  him.  This  counterfeit  was 
taken  prisoner  with  many  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren. Among  the  captives  figured  one  of  the 
favorite  wives  of  the  real  cacique,  who,  to  prevent 
her  becoming  a  victim  of  ill  treatment,  detailed 
later  a  number  of  his  subjects  for  service  in  the 
city  of  Garcimufioz. 

On  Good  Friday,  the  18th  of.  April,  1561," 
CavaI16n  despatched  Miguel  Sdnchez  de  Guido 
with  twenty-five  men  to  proceed  to  the  village 
of  Orosi,  situated  at  a  great  distance  on  the 

"Tbe   Captain   Andrto  Qarablto. 
"  See  GoDEfllei  Vlquez — Aptmte*. 
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slopes  of  the  Atlantic,  in  search  of  maize.  The 
cacique  of  the  place  made  him  welcome  and  be- 
stowed on  him  a  large  quantity  of  grain,  asking 
nothing  in  return,  and  during  the  twenty  days 
that  the  Spanish  remained  in  the  place,  Guido 
sent  to  Garcimufioz  many  consignments.  At 
the  end  of  this  period,  he  determined  to  return 
to  the  city  with  the  balance,  but,  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  fixed  upon  for  beginning  the  march, 
and  while  the  greater  part  of  his  soldiers  were 
still  in  bed,  cries  of  alarm  were  heard  coming 
from  a  negro  slave  who  had  been  sent  to  fetch 
water.  The  Indians  had  come  to  attack  the 
Spaniards  in  their  sleep.  Thanks  to  the  dili- 
gence and  fearlessness  of  Sdnchez  de  Guido,  who 
sprang  upon  a  horse  and  held  them  back  with 
blows  from  his  lance  while  the  soldiers  were 
arming  themselves,  his  force  was  saved  from  ex- 
termination, and  the  Spaniards  managed  to  make 
their  escape  with  the  maize,  though  many  came 
near  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who 
killed  several  of  their  horses. 

On  their  side,  the  caciques,  and,  in  particular, 
Garabito,  harried  the  Spaniards  as  they  could. 
Luis  Dfaz  Trexo,  on  his  way  from  N'icaragua 
with  his  wife  and  children,  was  assaulted  and 
robbed  on  the  road  by  Garabito's  band.  Ignacio 
Cota  set  out  with  twenty-five  men  to  punish  the 
outrage.    Arriving  at  the  scene  of  the  attack,  he 
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proceeded  to  the  valley  of  La  Cruz.  Here  he 
captured  two  native  women,  who  told  him  that  the 
Indians  who  attacked  Trexo  had  gone  on  to  the 
port  of  Landecho  to  kill  the  soldiers  stationed 
there.  Cota  started  by  forced  marches  to  the 
help  of  his  compatriots.  Later,  he  directed  his 
course  toward  the  valley  of  Coyoche,  in  which 
he  arrived  at  the  end  of  three  days.  There  he 
found  Juan  de  Illanes  de  Castro,  who  was  out 
on  a  foraging  expedition  with  a  small  force  in 
search  of  maize.  He  remained  in  the  valley  for 
a  short  rest  and  then  continued  his  march, 
shortly  coming  upon  three  hundred  Indians  who 
had  joined  forces  for  an  attack  on  Castro.  Cota 
put  them  to  rout,  but  several  of  his  soldiers  came 
out  of  the  fray  badly  wounded. 

These  hostilities  and  depredations,  and  Caval- 
lon's  inhumanity  towards  the  natives,  excited 
their  hatred.  It  happened  also  that  Quizarco 
and  the  counterfeit  Garabito  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing their  escape  from  Garcimufloz  with  the 
chains  that  bound  them,  thus  further  inciting 
the  uprising,  which  then  became  general.  The 
situation  in  which  the  Spanish  found  themselves 
grew  more  and  more  precarious,  for  they  lacked 
everything.  In  this  state  of  things,  Cavallon 
received  advices  from  Guatemala  that  the  King 
had  appomted  him  FUcal  {Attorney  General) 
of  the  Audiencia,  and  as  a  consequence,  dis- 
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illusioned  as  he  doubtless  was  concerning  the  far 
famed  riches  of  Costa  Rica,  and  being  without 
money  wherewith  to  continue  the  conquest,  he 
preferred  to  abandon  it  and  return  to  the  bosom 
of  his  family.    As  he  was  a  man  of  great  per- 
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sonal  courage,  he  proposed  to  set  out  alone  for 
Nicaragua;  but  Captain  Diego  Caro  de  Mesa 
succeeded  in  persuading  him  to  accept  his  escort, 
with  three  picked  soldiers — a  circumstance  that 
saved  his  life,  for,  in  an  imguarded  moment,  he 
was  attacked  by  Garabito  at  the  head  of  a  large 
number  of  Indians  and  escaped  only  with  great 
difficulty,'"  to  arrive  in  Guatemala  poorer  and 

"PovltA — VoMa  Btoa,  Viearagua  y  Pananti,  pp.  362,  372; 
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more  heavily  in  debt  than  when  he  left.  Shortly 
after  this  he  was  trfmsferred  to  Mexico  in  the 
same  employment,  as  Fiscal  of  the  Audiejicia, 
and  there  he  died  some  years  later. 

Meanwhile  on  the  9tii  of  March,  1562,  the 
Municipal  Council  of  Garcimufioz  wrote  to  the 
King  recommending  the  appointment  of  Caval- 
16n  as  Governor  and  Adelamtado  of  Costa  Rica 
and  for  the  appointment  of  Estrada  Rivago  as 
Bishop.  CaTa]16n  had  set  out  from  Costa  Rica 
in  January,  1562,  leaving,  as  his  lieutenant  in 
the  Alceddia  Mayor,  the  Padre  Juan  de  Estrada 
R^vago.  He  named  Juan  de  Illanes  de  Castro 
as  his  lieutenant  in  the  Jusitcia  ihayor  (Chief 
Justiceship)  and  military  a£Fairs  were  left  in  the 
hands  of  two  captains:  Ignacio  Cota  for  the 
Atlantic  slopes  and  Antonio  Pereyra  for  the  Pa- 
cific. After  a  lapse  of  several  months,  Estrada 
Rdvago,  accompanied  by  Anguciana  de  Gamboa 
and  a  few  others,  had  rejoined  CavalI6n,  bring- 
ing with  them  from  Nicaragua  horses,  cattle,  pro- 
visions and  clothing,  which  he  generously  distrib- 
uted among  the  soldiers.  With  the  goodness  of 
heart  natural  to  him,  he  applied  himself  imme- 
diately to  the  task  of  repairing  the  evils  done  by 
Cavallon  and  in  a  short  time  gained  the  affec- 
tion of  the  Indians,  who  through  love  for  the 

Sodedad  de  BlblUtOlM  Eipafioles— J^oMHorlo  de  Oowi»Uta4on» 
de  Indiat,  p.  ea. 
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Padre  came  voluntarUy  to  oflFer  their  services 
to  the  city.  Rdvago  built  churches  and  furnished 
them  with  chalices,  ornaments,  altars,  bells  and 
other  requisites  for  worship,  all  out  of  his  own 
funds,  and  took  up  with  apostolic  enthusiasm  the 
preaching  of  the  gospels.  The  Indians  were 
no  longer  despoiled  of  their  food  supplies,  for 
Estrada  Rivago  supplied  the  Spaniards  with 
maize  that  was  bought.  Twice  he  went  in  per- 
son to  Nicoya  to  procure  provisions  and  clothing 
for  the  citizens  of  Garcimufioz,  on  both  occasions 
at  great  risk  of  his  life  as  a  result  of  violent 
storms  in  the  Gulf.  The  second  voyage  was 
particularly  perilous;  his  canoe  overturned  and 
he  spent  four  hours  in  the  water  clinging  to  the 
fragile  boat. 

His  exemplary  life,  the  sweetness  of  his  char- 
acter, his  generosity  and  Christian  virtues  at- 
tracted all  who  had  dealings  with  him ;  he  became 
as  well  beloved  by  the  Indians  as  by  the  Span- 
ish.'* In  a  letter  written  by  the  Franciscan 
Friars  in  1572,  after  Estrada  Bivago  had 
returned  to  Spain,  it  is  stated  that  the  province 
could  not  console  itself  for  his  absence,  for  all, 
as  well  the  Spaniards  as  the  Indians,  had  looked 
upon  him  as  a  father.  The  letter  goes  on  to  say 
that  the  Indians  said  among  themselves  that  if 
he  should  not  retimi  to  Costa  Rica,  they  would 

"  Aloneo  de  An^cfana  de  Qamboa  states  that  mai)7  times 
be  saw  Estrada  RAvago  give  hla  owb  Bhlit  to  tbe  poor  people. 
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never  submit  or  pay  tribute,  that  the  Spaniards 
had  forced  the  Padre  to  leave  Costa  Rica  because 
of  the  great  love  borne  him  by  the  Indians.'"  In 
another  letter  of  the  same  year,  addressed  to  the 
King,  Philip  II.,  these  same  brothers  said  that 
the  Indians  adored  the  Padre  and  would  have 
died  for  him;  that  after  Estrada  Rivago  had 
left  Costa  Rica,  two  of  the  richest  provinces  re- 
volted. They  prayed  that  if  possible  he  be  sent 
back,'^  but  these  and  other  eflforts  in  favor  of 
Estrada  Rivago  were  without  result. 

Beside  that  of  Cavall6n,  who  was  a  man  hard 
and  cold,  the  figure  of  the  Padre  stands  out  in 
a  most  attractive  light:  a  curious  mixture  of 
monk  and  conqueror,  but  unblemished  by  the  de- 
fects and  vices  of  either  personality — a  character 
better  synthesized  as  that  of  a  warrior  apostle. 
Only  his  inclination  to  acquire  worldly  posses- 
sions can  be  charged  against  him,  and  even  this 
charge  should  rest  lightly  when  it  is  considered 
that  he  acquired  nothing  by  violence,  and  that  he 
gave  freely  of  all  that  he  had.  Judging  him 
solely  as  a  conquistador,  and  from  the  point  of 
view  of  results  achieved,  it  must  be  confessed  that 
Cavall(3n  was  the  greater,  because  he  succeeded 
in  establishing  Spanish  dominion,  in  permanent 
form,  over  a  large  part  of  the  territory  of  Costa 

"Feralta— fMd.,  p.  466.    This  letter  la  dated  on  tbe  26tti 
of  Jannat?,  1572,  and  addressed  to  Fray  THego  QaUlfin. 
"Leftn  PernAndez — Doctimentot,  Vol.  VII,  p.  210. 
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Rica — from  the  borders  of  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya 
to  the  village  of  Corrosi,  on  the  slopes  of  the 
Atlantic,  while  Estrada  Rivago  failed  com- 
pletely in  his  attempt  at  colonization  on  the 
coasts  of  that  ocean.  But  it  must  also  be  taken 
into  account  that  circumstances  were  much  more 
favorable  for  Cavalldn.  On  the  Pacific  slope  the 
climate  was  much  more  benign,  provisions  were 
not  so  scarce  and  the  natives  more  numerous  and 
less  warlike.  It  must  also  be  considered  that  the 
Padre  had  from  the  first  to  contend  against  ill 
fortune  which  brought  him  two  shipwrecks  and 
the  serious  hardships  that  resulted  from  his  being 
far  removed  from  Nicaragua,  the  base  of  opera- 
tions for  both  expeditions. 

Estrada  Ravago  governed  the  province  for  a 
few  months,  and  there  is  reason  to  suppose  he 
entertained  the  hope  that  he  would  be  definitely 
confirmed  in  his  government;  but  this  hope  was 
dispelled.  The  Padre  was  not  in  sympathy  with 
Cavall6n*s  successor,  Juan  Vfizquez  de  Coro- 
nado,  with  whom  he  was  soon  on  bad  terms,  and, 
in  January,  of  1568,  he  retired  in  disgust  to 
Nicaragua.  In  their  correspondence  there  may 
be  found  traces  of  mutual  ill  will.  In  a  letter 
written  on  the  20th  of  January,  1568,  by  V&i- 
quez  de  Coronado  to  the  President  of  the 
Audiencia  of  Guatemala,  the  lAcendado  Lande- 
cho,  he  says:    *'  The  Padre  Juan  de  Estrada  is 
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much  annoyed  with  me,  and  with  reason,  because 
I  have  not  informed  your  worship  of  his  restless- 
ness and  mieasiness.  Up  to  the  time  he  left  the 
country  there  were  many  troubles  in  it."  "  On 
the  2nd  of  July  of  the  same  year  Vdzquez  de 
Coronado  writes  in  regard  to  this  to  Philip  II.: 
"  Your  Majesty  has  been  infonned  of  the  found- 
ing of  Castillo  de  Austria ;  but  the  settlement  sur- 
vived only  a  short  time  the  annoimcement  of  the 
event,  for  the  place  was  at  once  abandoned  by 
the  settlers  because  of  the  superficial  work  of 
their  chief."  '* 

On  his  part,  but  with  greater  charity,  the 
Padre  Estrada  Rivago  speaks  in  these  terms  of 
his  rival,  V^quez  de  Coronado,  in  a  letter  he 
wrote  to  Fray  Diego  Guillen  from  Guadalajara, 
in  1572:  '*  The  first  account  His  Majesty  and 
his  Council  received  concerning  that  province  " 
(Costa  Rica)  *'  came  from  me,  and  His  Majesty 
rephed  commanding  me  to  proceed  with  the 
work  commenced  and  stating  that  my  services 
would  be  taken  into  account.  So  I  did  what 
I  was  ordered  to  do,  until  Don  Juan  Vdzquez 
de  Coronado  came  to  Spain  and  was  appointed 
Adelantado.  Whether  he  obtained  this  through 
the  medium  of  a  true  relation  or  not  our  God 
now  knows  and  he  will  already  have  rendered 

"Ricardo  FemAndez  Qnardla — Oartat  de  Jua»  V6zqtiea  ie 
Coronado,  ConguMador  de  Costa  lUca,  p.  22,  Barcelona, 
1908. 

'Ibid.,  p.  B8. 
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Him  an  account  of  the  matter."  May  God  in 
His  mercy  keep  him  in  glory;  Amen."  " 

The  rivahy  explains  itself.  It  is  most 
natm-al  that  Estrada  Rivago,  after  having  been 
the  head  of  the  province  and  after  having  given 
so  generously  to  it  in  labor  and  money,  should  not 
look  with  favor  on  one  who  had  come  to  sup- 
plant him.  In  1565  he  went  to  Madrid,  but  was 
unable  to  realize  his  ambition  of  becoming  Bishop 
of  Costa  Rica.  The  year  following  the  death  of 
Vdzquez  de  Coronado,  he  went  back  to  the  prov- 
ince with  Anguciana  de  Gamboa,  and  in  1570 
again  repaired  to  court,  in  the  capacity  of  Pro- 
curador  (attorney)  of  Costa  Rica.  He  took  with 
him  rich  specimens  of  gold  for  the  King,'*  whidi 
was  always  an  excellent  means  of  obtaining  one's 
desires,  though  again  he  failed  to  obtain  any 
advantage  for  himself  or  for  the  province. 
Finally,  wearied  and  disillusioned,  he  retired  and 
went  to  live  in  Guadalajara,  the  place  of  his 
birth. 

The  documents  relating  to  Cavallon  and 
Estrada  Rivago  are  very  scarce.  Not  a  single 
letter  in  the  shape  of  a  narrative  has  been  found. 

"BBtrada  BAvago  aUndes  here  to  the  death  of  VOtqiieB  de 
Coronado. 

"LeOn  FemAndee — Documtmtof,  VoL  III,  p.  1.  In  this  same 
letter  he  aaj^  that  in  Coeta  Rica  he  had  In  hie  posaeeslon  a 
nngget  of  gold  tweot7-two  carats  flue  that  weighed  six  hun- 
dred j>e*o»,  and  that  he  had  seen  an  Indian  cutting  flrewood 
with  a  golden  ax. 

"Peralta— /Wd.,  p.  79B. 
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Juan  VXzairEz  db  Cosokado  SticcEBDS  Cavau^n  in 
THE  Ai.cald£a  Mayor  of  Nicaraoua  and  in  that 

OF  NUEVA  CaRTAOO  AND  CoBTA  RiCA — PbePARA- 
TIONg  FOB  COMTINUINO  THE  CONQtlEST WaS  IS  De- 

cuutED  Against  the  Cacique  Gtakabito  and  He  is 
Condemned  to  Death — Vazquez  de  Cokonado  Es- 
tablishes Fbiendly  Relations  with  the  Goetabbs 
Caciques — The  Expedition  to  Quepo  and  the  De- 
feat OP  Mabholejo  at  Coto — The  Fobtifica- 
TiONB  OF  the  Cotos;  Chabacteb  and  Customs  of 
These  Indians — The  Retubn  of  VAzquez  de  Cobo- 

NADO  TO   GaBCIHUNOZ SUBMISSION  OF   THE  G-UABCO 

Caciques — Conspibact  Against  the  Alcalde 
Mayor — Antonio  Pebeyba  Leaves  fob  Coto  and 
ToRuCACA — Vazquez  de  Cobonado  Resolves  to 
Found  a  City  in  the  Valley  of  the  G-darco  un- 
der THE  Name  op  Cartaoo — His  Voyage  to  Nica- 
ragua 

1562-1568 

ON  the  80th  of  April,  1561,  the  Audiencia 
of  Guatemala,  having  taken  into  consid- 
eration the  fact  that  the  Licenciado 
CavalI6n,  engaged  as  he  was  in  the  conquest  of 
Costa  Rica,  was  not  in  a  position  to  give  proper 
attention  to  the  government  of  the  province  of 
Nicaragua,  resolved  to  replace  him  in  the  office 
of  Alcalde  mayor  by  a  gentleman  resident  in 
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the  city  of  Santiago  de  Guatemala.  This  gen- 
tleman had  been  married  in  that  city  to  Dofla 
Isabel,  daughter  of  Gaspar  Arias  Ddvila,  who 
had  been  one  of  the  companions  of  Hemdn 
Cortes  in  the  conquest  of  Mexico  and  of  Pedro 
de  Alvarado  in  the  conquest  of  Guatemala,  and 
was  a  first  cousin  of  Pedrarias.  The  name  of 
the  new  Alcalde  mayor  of  Nicaragua  was  Juan 
Vdzquez  de  Coronado,  a  brother  of  Francisco 
Vizquez  de  Coronado  who  had  been  Governor 
of  Nueva  Galicia,  in  Mexico,  and  leader  of  the 
famous  expedition  that  set  out  in  quest  of  the 
chimerical  Seven  Cities  of  Cibola  which  had  been 
told  of  by  Fray  Marcos  de  Niza.' 

He  was  bom  in  Salamanca  in  1528.^  His  par- 
ents were  Don  Gonzalo  Vdzquez  de  Coronado, 
AlguacU  mayor'  of  the  Royal  Chancellory  of 
Granada,  and  Dofia  Catalina  de  Anaya,  both  of 
whom  belonged  to  families  of  the  high  nobility. 
Another  of  his  brothers,  also  named  Juan,  was 
one  of  the  grooms  *  in  attendance  upon  Philip 

'PosslbiT  In  the  teirltory  of  Kansas— H.  H.  Bancroft's 
Bittorv  of  Meitioo,  VoL  II,  p.  470. 

'  In  May,  1D63,  Tftzqnes  de  Coronado  declared  himself  to  be 
forty  years  of  age.  LeOn  FernflndeE — Documentot,  VoL  VII, 
p.  la 

■Equivalent  to   high   sherUf   In    Englaed.     TivTUlator. 

*Id  those  times  the  personal  domestic  service  of  the  Kings 
of  Spain  was  composed  of  noblee.  Thus,  for  example,  on  this 
voyage  to  England,  the  Marqnte  de  r&lces  and  the  Conde  de 
Gelves  were  among  the  men  whose  duty  It  was  to  Berve  at  the 
table  of  the  prince,  Don  Felipe. 
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II.  and  accompanied  this  prince  on  his  first 
voyage  to  England  on  the  occasion  of  his  mar- 
riage to  Queen  Mary  Tudor,  in  1554.  Later 
he  served  under  Don  Juan  de  Austria  at  the 
battle  of  Lepanto,  in  which  he  was  in  command 
of  four  galleys.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  Juan 
Vazquez  de  Coronado  had  emigrated  to  Mexico, 
and,  in  1550,  had  thence  removed  to  Guatemala, 
provided  with  a  royal  order  commending  him  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  President  of 
the  Audienda.  The  President  had  appointed 
him  Alcalde  mayor  of  the  Province  of  San  Sal- 
vador. In  the  exercise  of  that  office  he  had  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  suppressing  the  rebellion 
of  a  force  of  soldiers  that  had  come  up  from 
Peru.  He  had  also  taken  energetic  measures  in 
opposition  to  Hernando  and  Pedro  de  Contrerajs, 
sons  of  Rodrigo  de  Contreras  and  grandsons  of 
Pedrarias,  who  had  revolted  in  Nicaragua  after 
vilely  assassinating  the  Bishop,  Fray  Antonio  de 
Valdivieso.  He  had  also  served  as  Alcalde  ordi- 
nario.  Alcalde  of  the  Holy  Brotherhood  and 
Procurador  of  the  city  of  Guatemala.  In  1556, 
he  had  served  as  Alcalde  mayor  of  Honduras, 
where  he  had  labored  industriously  to  put  the 
affairs  of  that  province  in  order  and  shown  favor 
to  the  Indians.  In  1559,  he  had  taken  part  with 
many  other  gentlemen  in  the  famous  campaigns 
of  Xancand6n,   Pochutla   and  Zuchiltepequez, 
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under  the  command  of  the  lAcenciado  Pedro 
Ram&ez  de  Quifiones. 

VAzquez  de  Coronado  took  possession  of  the 
AlcaUHa  mayor  of  Nicaragua  in  1561,  and,  wiUi 
the  exceptional  activity  that  distinguished  him, 
had  barely  settled  the  noisy  disputes  that  arose 
between  the  Bishop-elect,  Don  L^zaro  Carrasco 
and  the  Archdeacon,  Juan  Alvarez,  when  he  set 
forth  from  Granada  in  a  barkentine  to  subjugate 
the  Indians  of  the  Solentiname  Islands  in  the 
Lake  of  Nicaragua,  who  had  been  in  revolt  for 
more  than  fourteen  years.  In  this  he  succeeded, 
by  virtue  of  the  tad  and  suavity  that  character- 
ized him,  and  had  the  same  success  with  the 
rebellious  natives  of  Cotdn  and  Bagaces."  He 
then  hastened  to  arm  the  whole  province  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  the  rebel  Lope  de  Aguirre, 
who,  according  to  advices  Coronado  had  received, 
intended  to  pass  down  the  San  Juan  River  en 
route  to  Peru.  During  this  activity  he  sent 
troops  to  Cavall6n  in  Costa  Rica  and  did  all  he 
could  in  his  interest. 

Believing  that  none  better  than  Vizquez  de 
Coronado  could  bring  to  a  successful  issue  the 
interrupted  work  of  conquest,  the  AibMenaa 
also  conferred  upon  him  the  AlcaldSa  mayor  of 

■Tbe  Bagaces  ladl&ns  were  of  Mexican  origin  and  peopled 
a  territory  which  to-da?  belongs  to  Costa  Rica  In  the  prov- 
ince of  Ouanacaate,  where  the  name  la  sttll  perpetnated  In 
the  village  of  Bagacea. 
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Nuevo  Cartago  and  Costa  Rica,  on  the  2nd  of 
April,  1562,  with  the  same  boundaries  that 
marked  the  jurisdiction  of  his  predecessor.  The 
situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Garcimufioz  and 
of  Los  Reyes  was  most  precarious,  as  much  be- 
cause of  the  great  scarcity  of  provisions  and 
clothes  as  because  of  the  hostility  of  the 
Guetares  caciques,  so  that  the  colony  became 
speedily  more  and  more  depopulated,  the  soldiers 
returning,  one  after  another,  to  Nicaragua,  in 
spite  of  the  endeavors  and  good  will  of  the  Padre 
Estrada  Rdvago.  Vazquez  de  Coronado,  in  an 
effort  to  stay  the  desertion,  sent  out  his  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Aladdia  mayor,  Juan  de  Ovalle, 
in  a  vessel  with  fifty  men  and  supplies,  and  later 
sent  after  them  another  and  larger  ship,  con- 
taining more  provisions.  The  greater  need 
remedied,  he  set  about  purchasing  clothing  and 
shoes,  arms,  saddles  and  other  necessities  for  the 
cavalry.  At  the  same  time  he  occupied  himself 
in  recruiting  his  force,  not  a  difficult  enterprise 
for  a  captain  so  magnificent  and  liberal,  for  he 
kept  an  open  house  for  all  his  people.  It  is  not 
strange,  therefore,  that  "  many  Caballeros  of  the 
nobility,  who  foregathered  at  the  port  of  the 
Province  of  Nicaragua  ready  to  join  expeditions 
into  various  places," "  were  seduced  by  his  gen- 
erosity, and  resolved  to  accompany  him  to  Costa 

■Peralta— ^bW.,    p.    24& 
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Rica,  with  other  principal  residents  of  the  prov- 
ince. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  1562,  Juan  Vizquez 
set  forth  from  the  city  of  Le6n  with  eighty  men 
and  many  horses  and  cattle.  As  a  result  of  the 
heavy  rains  and  the  swollen  rivers  and  marshes. 
he  had  to  pass,  it  was  not  until  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember that  he  arrived  at  Nicoya.  From  this 
place  he  sent  out  a  summons  to  the  caciques  of 
Bagaces,  Cotdn  and  Zapandi,  whom  he  had  left 
in  peace  on  the  occasion  of  his  expedition  to  the 
islands  of  Solentiname.  Having  paid  them 
many  friendly  attentions  and  recommended  them 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Juan  Romo, 
Corregidor  of  Nicoya,  he  directed  Fray  Martin 
de  Bonilla  to  be  assiduous  in  their  religious  in- 
struction. The  caciques  returned  to  Uieir  vil- 
lages wholly  satisfied. 

From  Nicoya  he  sent  the  cattle  and  horses  to 
the  town  of  Los  Reyes  in  charge  of  men  who 
were  active  and  also  good  swimmers,  while  he,  to 
avoid  the  rivers  and  the  excessive  rains,  planned 
to  follow  by  water  in  the  small  ship ;  but  this  ves- 
sel ran  aground  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tempisque 
River,  and  it  became  necessary  to  await  the  ar- 
rival of  the  large  ship,  which  had  remained  be- 
hind at  Realejo.  Before  this,  the  vessel 'made  a 
trip  to  Landecho  to  carry  the  merchandise  bought 
in  Nicaragua,  and  as  later  it  made  another  with 
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a  large  cargo  of  maize,  they  were  delayed  in 
Nicoya  until  the  7th  of  November.  The  day 
following,  the  Captain  took  his  departure  and 
disembarked  at  Landedio.  On  the  10th  he  en- 
tered the  town  of  Los  Reyes,  and  fotmd  there 
but  four  soldiers,  whose  principal  desire  was  to 
abandon  the  place.  With  gifts  and  promises  he 
induced  them  to  remain,  and  sent  the  ship  on  to 
Panama  under  the  command  of  Juan  de  Zamora 
to  procure  necessities  that  could  not  be  found  in 
Nicaragua. 

No  sooner  had  the  horses  arrived  than  he  set 
out  on  his  expedition  into  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, leaving  at  Los  Reyes  a  garrison  of  ten  men 
under  the  orders  of  a  lieutenant;  of  these  some 
were  married.  After  a  three  days*  trip  he  arrived 
at  Garcimufloz,  where  he  was  received  with  en- 
thusiasm and  much  feasting.  On  the  20th,  he 
took  possession  of  his  office  of  Alcalde  mayor  in 
the  presence  of  the  council,  which  delivered  over 
to  him,  with  customary  solemnities,  the  royal 
standard.''  The  unhappy  inhabitants,  naked  and 
hungry,  were  succored  with  the  utmost  liberality 
by  the  captain.  This  done,  he  began  at  once  the 
work  of  conquest. 

The  most  pressing  requisite  for  the  pacifica- 
tion of  the  country  appeared  to  be  the  punish- 
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ment  of  the  famous  Garabito,  who  was  still  ac- 
tively engaged  in  inciting  rebellion.  According 
to  rumor,  this  crafty  cacique  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  country  of  his  tributaries,  the  Votos.  First, 
Vazquez  de  Coronado  instituted  proceedings 
against  him  for  his  many  offenses,  among  which 
were  the  attack  upon  Cavall«5n  during  his  return 
voyage  to  Nicaragua  and  the  killing  of  a  soldier 
who  had  been  taken  prisoner.  Garabito  was  con- 
demned to  capital  punishment  and  war  was  de- 
clared. The  sentence  handed  down,  a  force  of 
ninety  men,  tmder  the  command  of  Juan  de 
Ovalle  and  Francisco  de  Marmolejo,  took  the  - 
field  against  the  cadgue.  Marmolejo,  with  forty 
soldiers,  arrived  in  the  Votos  country  and  was 
well  received  by  the  cacica.  the  chieftainess  of 
that  locality,  who  gave  him  supplies  of  maize, 
wild  turkeys  and  wild  hogs.  At  the  end  of  a 
month  he  reached  Garcimufioz  without  having 
been  able  to  encounter  the  rebel  chief. 

Juan  de  Ovalle,  with  the  remaining  fifty  men, 
got  as  far  as  the  provinces  of  Garabito  and  Coy- 
oche  and  returned  twenty  days  later  with  a  prin- 
cipal chief  called  Taque,*  who  tendered  obedience 
in  the  name  of  Garabito  and  promised  to  send  in 
a  number  of  his  people  to  render  service  in  the 
town;  but,  as  his  offer  was  not  fulfilled,  Captain 

•In  the  langnage  of  Gfletar,  Taqne  or  Taqnetaque  Blgoiaes 
son  ot  a  lord,  or  of  a  cactgue;  tbat  Is  to  Bay,  noble. 
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Antonio  Pereyra,  with  forty  men,  made  an  in- 
cmrsion  into  the  Indian  country  and  a^in  Taque 
presented  himself,  pretending  this  time  to  be 
Garabito  in  person.  Later  another  Indian  chief 
came  in,  making  the  same  assertion.  These  being 
well-known  tactics  of  the  subtle  cacique,  whose 
custom  was  to  send  in  the  most  aged  of  his  head 
men  to  see  whether  they  would  be  killed,  Per- 
eyra took  nothing  for  granted  and  brought  them 
prisoners  to  Garcimufkoz,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
5th  of  January,  156S.  Vizquez  de  Coronado, 
who  was  very  kindly  and  conciliatory,  expressed 
his  satisfaction  with  the  men,  pardoned  them  and 
set  them  at  liberty,  whereupon  thirty  Indians 
came  in  to  offer  their  services.  Having  news 
later  that  four  of  Garabito's  leaders  had  taken 
refuge  at  the  foot  of  a  motintain,  Juan  Ddvila 
set  forth  with  guides  in  search  of  them  and  found 
them  ensconced  in  two  Indian  huts,  wiUi  twenty 
men,  thirty  women  and  some  fifteen  or  more  chil- 
dren. The  Spanish  leader  asked  them  to  take 
him  to  the  place  where  their  lord  was  in  hiding. 
They  replied  that  this  was  impossible,  since  Gar- 
abito, with  but  a  handful  of  men,  was  continually 
on  the  march. 

While  these  events  were  taking  place,  Vdzquez 
de  Coronado  sent  messengers  to  the  eastern  Gue- 
tare  caciques,  inviting  them  to  pay  him  a  visit. 
The  first  to  present  himself  at  Garcimuiloz  was 


,.,.d.i.Cooglc 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


A  (ilKT.lK  t'AClUlTE. 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


CONQUEST  OF  COSTA  RICA  «S3 

Acerri,  who  made  his  appearance  on  the  12th  of 
December,  1562.  The  Captain  entertained  him 
with  great  cordiality,  insisted  upon  his  dining  at 
his  own  table  and  gave  him  clothing,  caps,  shirts, 
scissors,  needles  and  other  articles  to  the  value  of 
about  two  hundred  pesos.  Accounts  of  this 
splendid  reception  being  widely  spread  abroad 
among  the  Indians,  the  other  diiefs  lost  no  time 
in  putting  in  an  appearance  in  the  town.  On 
the  16th  came  Abaruca,  cacique  of  Orosi;  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1568,  Coquiba  of  Pacaca,  and, 
later,  Yuruci  of  Cobux,  Tuxusti  of  Ujarraci, 
Teviste  from  the  Guarco  valley,  Atao  of  Cor- 
rosi,  Biltalia  of  Turriarba,  Corrirabd  from  the 
Abra,  and  Yurusti  of  Toyopdn,  Abite,  Tuarco, 
Co  and  Oticara.  All  these  received  the  same 
good  treatment,  and,  in  return  for  their  friendly 
welcome,  sent  Indian  servants  into  the  city. 

When  Acerri  came  in,  he  asked  Vdzquez  de 
Coronado  to  aid  him  against  the  Indians  of 
Quepo  and  Turucaca,  who  were  constantly  at  war 
with  him.  The  assistance  was  promised  as  to  a 
subject  of  the  King  of  Spain,  but  the  Captain 
told  Acerri  that  before  taking  action,  he  wished 
to  go  into  the  Suerre  country,  and  that,  to  facili- 
tate his  expedition,  he  wanted  him  to  supply  a 
force  of  Indian  burden-bearers.  When  the  chief 
asked  how  many  he  needed,  Vazquez  handed 
him  four  hundred  grains  of  maize,  which  was  the 
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method  of  counting  among  the  Indians.  Acerrf* 
greatly  perturbed,  assured  the  Captain  that  Gar- 
abito  himself,  with  all  his  power,  could  not  sup- 
ply such  a  demand.  The  Captain  replied  that  he 
would  hear  no  further  talk  on  the  subject,  and 
sent  him  back  to  his  village  to  assemble  the 
people. 

The  desire  evinced  by  Vazquez  de  Coronado  to 
penetrate  into  the  Suerre  country  was  based  on 
the  fame  for  riches  that  province  had  attained 
in  Nicaragua  during  the  times  of  Rodrigo  de 
Contreras  and  Diego  Gutierrez,  also  on  the  exag- 
gerated accounts  the  Indians  themselves  had 
given  of  them. 

A  few  days  later  he  sent  word  to  the  friendly 
caciques  that  he  wished  to  visit  them  in  their 
homes,  and,  indeed,  went  with  a  small  force  into 
the  provinces  of  Abra  '  and  Toyap^.  This  was 
the  first  time  Spaniards  had  come  into  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Indians  with  pacific  intentions. 
Vizquez  de  Coronado  was  well  received  by  them, 
tiierefore,  and  regaled  with  feasting  and  danc- 
ing, and,  by  presenting  the  wives  and  children 
of  the  caciques  with  gifts,  did  much  to  increase 
his  popularity.  He  insisted,  however,  that  the 
Guetares  supply  him  with  auxiliaries  for  his  pro- 
jected expedition  into  the  Suerre  country.    On 

'  Currldfibat,  oear  the  dtr  of  San  Joe6,  tbe  capital  of  tbe 
republic 
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their  part^  the  cadqnes  begged  him  to  desist  from 
this  undertaking  for  the  time  being  and  help 
than  instead  to  subdue  their  powerful  enemies, 
the  Indians  of  Quepo  and  Turucaca,  who  were 
continually  waging  war  against  them.  So,  to 
please  his  hosts,  and  as  a  gage  of  friendship, 
Vizquez  de  Coronado  promised  the  aid  they 
sought  and  returned  at  once  to  Garcimufloz  to 
make  the  necessary  preparations.  Leaving  the 
city  in  the  custody  of  Juan  de  Illanes  de  Castro 
and  a  small  garrison,  he  resimied  his  march  on 
the  27th  of  Januuy,  1568,  accompanied  by  Fray 
Martin  de  Bonilla,  seventy  Spanish  soldiers  and 
a  few  Indians.  A  three  days'  journey  brought 
him  to  Acerri,^"  after  having  experienced  many 
difficulties,  occasioned  principally  by  the  horses 
that  carried  the  impedimenta,  (hi  his  arrival  the 
caciqueg  all  joined  in  further  festivities  in  his 
honor;  war  dances  and  feasts  were  given,  and  the 
Spanish  soldiers  were  surprised  to  note  that 
neither  the  women  nor  the  children  took  flight  at 
l^eir  approadi,  as  was  their  custom. 

The  cacique  Acerri  told  Vfizquez  de  Coronado 
that  all  was  in  readiness  for  the  expedition  and 
lodged  him  in  his  own  house,  and  the  Alcalde 
mayor  embraced  and  thanked  him  for  the  excel- 
lent manner  in  whidi  he  had  fulfilled  his  obliga- 
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tion;  but  at  the  hour  of  departure^  the  number  of . 
Indifm  carriers  mustered  for  the  service  was  but 
eighty.  He  could  provide  no  more,  the  cacique 
explained,  though  he  protested  that  both  his  per- 
son and  his  subjects  were  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Captain  for  any  service  that  might  be  required. 
At  this,  because  he  suspected  Acerri  of  trying  to 
deceive  him,  V^uez  de  Coronado  betrayed 
great  annoyance  and  at  once  ordered  him  seized 
and  warned  that  unless  he  should  supply  the  four 
hundred  Indians  demanded  he  would  have  him 
put  to  death.  In  this  emergency,  Acerri  be- 
sought his  friends,  the  cactquet  of  the  Abra,  to 
come  to  his  reUef.  In  response  to  his  call,  Yur- 
ustf,  and  Tumibu-^  a  brother  of  Currirabi, 
came  in  with  thirty  more  men.  Convinced  then 
that  it  was  impossible  to  procure  a  larger  num- 
ber of  carriers,  Vdzquez  de  Coronado  relented, 
but  told  Acerri  that,  since  he  did  not  have  them 
himself,  he  must  lead  him  to  where  more  might 
be  foimd,  whereupon,  as  was  most  natural,  the 
cacique  suggested  Quepo,"  the  coun^  of  the 
raiemy. 

The  expedition,  comprising  sixty  Spaniards, 
the  three  cacique*  mentioned  and  one  hundred 
and  ten  other  Indians,  set  out  on  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary.   The  Captain  had  iiisisted  on  taking  along 
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the  horses  also,  in  order  that  the  soldiers  should 
be  compelled  to  open  a  road  to  Quepo,  though  it 
had  been  the  opinion  throughout  the  camp  that 
they  ought  to  be  left  behind  because  of  the  great 
labors  they  had  undergone  during  the'  recent 
journey.  Aeerri  traveled  under  guard,  lest  he 
should  escape  and  take  with  him  the  burden- 
bearers.  After  a  day's  travel  the  company 
arrived  in  the  valley  of  the  Candelaria.  Here 
Acerrf  asked  V^uez  de  Coronado  to  capture 
Tuarco,  one  of  his  chiefs  then  in  rebellion  against 
him,  who  was  at  large  in  the  neighborhood. 
Nine  men  with  guides  were  sent  out  in  search  of 
the  rebel  and  came  upon  him  in  a  mountain  fast- 
ness in  the  midst  of  a  drunken  debauch.  Tuarco 
submitted,  but  it  was  discovered  that  the  captive 
had  just  sacrificed  four  young  boys  to  the  spirit 
of  a  departed  brother.  The  corpses  were  foimd 
spitted  for  a  barbecue,  enveloped  in  cotton 
blankets  and  adcnmed  with  golden  jewelry  and 
other  articles.  The  captive  promised,  however, 
never  to  return  to  such  bturbarous  practices. 

In  reaching  Quepo  from  the  valley  of  the  Can- 
delaria, Vdzquez  de  Coronado  was  delayed  ten 
days.  The  distance  was  only  twenty  leagues  but 
the  difficulties  in  his  path  were  enormous;  he 
had  to  make  his  way  continually  through  the 
densest  of  forests,  and  over  high  and  rugged 
moimtains,  and  was  repeatedly  forced  to  east 


,.,.d.i.  Google 


««8        HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

away  enormous  stones  from  his  path,  to  permit 
the  passage  of  the  forty  horses.  Of  these,  but 
twenty  reached  Quepo.  Hunger  and  thirst  too 
caused  great  suffering.  As  on  their  return  trip 
they  found  a  much  better  road,  the  Spaniards 
afterwards  believed  that  the  Indians  had  deliber- 
ately led  them  over  the  more  difficult  route  in  the 
hope  that  they  all  might  perish.  But,  having 
arrived  within  six  leagues  of  Quepo,  in  the  course 
of  this  outward  journey,  Vizquez  de  Coronado 
ordered  Ignacio  Cota,  the  ensign,  to  advance  with 
forty  men  and  demand  of  the  natives  that  they 
give  ear  to  the  Holy  Evangels  and  declare  their 
obedience  to  the  King.  At  a  river  near  the  vil- 
lage the  ensign's  party  captured  some  native 
boys,  whom  he  sent  to  the  cadquet  with  instruc- 
tions to  repeat  the  demands  dictated  by  his  su- 
perior. The  next  morning  a  head  man  among  the 
natives  presented  himself  at  the  camp,  followed 
by  several  Indians  carrying  provisions.  When 
Cota  warned  him  of  the  approach  of  the  Captain, 
the  messenger  replied  tiiat,  should  he  come,  his 
demands  would  be  complied  with. 

On  the  arrival  of  Juan  Vdzquez  himself,  eight 
of  the  leading  Indians  came  out  to  welcome  him 
on  behalf  of  the  cadgue,  bringing  presents  of 
wild  hogs,  maize,  fruits  and  pinole}*    The  day 
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after,  Corrohore,  the  lord  of  Quepo,  presented 
himself  in  person.  He  was  "  the  handsomest  In- 
dian I  have  ever  seen  in  the  Indies,"  the  Conquia- 
tador  says  of  this  diief  in  a  letter  to  Philip  II.'* 
The  first  time,  he  was  accompanied  by  sixty  men, 
laden  with  food,  and  acknowledged  his  vassalage, 
as  had  been  required  of  him.  Later  he  returned 
with  more  of  his  people  and  a  larger  quantity  of 
provisions  and  presented  the  captain  with  ten 
pieces  of  carved  gold.  Vdzquez  distributed  the 
gold  among  the  soldiers,  for  they  had  become 
impatient  to  sack  the  rich  village,  which  they 
were  aware  contained  cotton,  maize,  beans, 
ayotea.  yuc<u,  plantains,  zapoteg  and  many  other 
fruits  in  abundance. 

To  drunkenness  the  Quepos  were  not  accus- 
tomed. They  possessed  much  gold  that  had  been 
acquired  from  the  tribes  situated  on  the  slopes 
of  the  Atlantic  and  a  great  quantity  of  cotton 
clothing.  They  were  "  a  people  with  good  fea- 
tures, warlike  and  graceful  in  manner>  and  loved 
the  truth — a  trait  little  met  with  among  the 
natives."  **  In  the  village  the  Spaniards  dis- 
covered a  tree  of  a  species  the  Indians  call  chiroh, 
resembling  both  the  pepper  and  clove.  Accord- 
ing to  y^uez  de  Coronado,  it  was  most  effica- 
cious in  cases  of  headache. 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


«80        HISTORY  OP  DISCOVERY  AND 

From  Quepo,  Bartolome  Alvarez  de  Coy  went 
out  in  search  of  a  port  and  found  one  only  four 
leagues  away.  After  peace  was  established  be- 
tween the  Quepos  and  the  Guetares  accompany- 
ing the  expedition,  Corrohore  asked  the  Captain 
to  aid  him  against  the  Indians  of  Goto,  who  had 
made  war  on  him  and  carried  off  his  sister,  Dul- 
cehe  by  name,  and  some  of  his  subjects,  offering 
in  return  for  such  assistance  to  contribute  to  the 
expedition  a  hundred  men.  The  Alcalde  mayor 
acceded  to  the  cacique's  wishes,  and,  having  dis- 
missed Acem',  who  returned  with  his  people  to 
his  village,  set  out  from  Quepo  on  the  27th  of 
February.  After  a  journey  of  a  day  and  a  half, 
he  reached  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  traveled  along 
the  coast  for  two  days  in  the  direction  of  the 
Gulf  of  Osa."  Then,  having  plunged  again  into 
the  interior,  he  continued  his  march  for  two  days, 
first  along  the  banks  of  a  river  and  then  over  the 
mountains,  until  he  came  to  a  broad  stretch  of 
plains.^*  Over  these  he  traveled  for  three  days 
and  finally  came  to  Coto.  Before  entering  the 
village,  Francisco  de  Marmolejo  advanced  to- 
wards a  fort  occupied  by  these  Indians,  with  the 
intention  of  taking  it  by  surprise  and  capturing 
the  cadques.  He  attacked  the  place  at  dawn  but 
with  over-confidence  and  no  precaution,  with 

"  Gulf  of  Dulce. 

"The  lUmuTM  (flat,  level  plains)  of  Boruca  and  Terraba. 
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soldiers  too  who  were  almost  entirely  without 
arms  or  bucklers,  for  these  had  been  left  with  the 
Indian  burden-bearers  in  the  rear. 

The  first  twenty-five  men  had  not  penetrated 
ten  paces  within  the  fort  when  the  Cotos  threw 
themselves  upon  them  so  fiercely  and  impetuously 
that  they  were  driven  back  pell-mell  and  forced 
to  scramble  over  the  paUsades,  the  entrance  being 
too  narrow  to  crowd  through.  Twenty-two  of 
the  Spaniards  were  wounded,  among  them  the 
leader,  "  with  the  bravest  wounds  ever  received 
in  the  Indies."  "  Marmolejo  retired  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  fort;  the  Indians  pursued,  armed 
with  lances,  javelins  and  bucklers  made  of  the 
hide  of  the  tapir,  and,  valorously  attacking  in 
their  tirni,  forced  the  invaders  to  retreat  to  a 
distance  equal  to  a  shot  from  an  arquebus.  Here 
the  Indians  attempted  to  bum  the  Spaniards  by 
setting  fire  to  the  dry  grass  of  the  aabana;  by 
starting  a  counter  fire,  however,  the  latter  suc- 
ceeded in  saving  themselves. 

The  combat  continued  with  great  fury  for 
two  hours,  throughout  which  the  Cotos  displayed 
astonishing  boldness.  With  the  few  arque- 
buses they  had,  the  Spanish  succeeded  in  kill- 
ing twenty-seven  men  and  five  women  ^rtio  had 
mounted  to  the  house  tops  to  encourage  their 

"tUcardo  Fern&Ddez  Oiiardlft~.CartM  de  Jtion  TAxqvez  49 
Ooronado,  p.  33. 
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warriors  with  cries.  Of  the  seven  cadquei 
who  had  occupied  the  fort  they  killed  two;  but 
Marmotejo  was  at  last  forced  to  abandon  the 
field  and  sent  two  soldiers,  who  were  good  run- 
ners, back  to  V^uez  de  Coronado  to  ask  for 
help.  The  latter  was  found  two  leagues  in  the 
rear.  When  he  learned  of  the  defeat  of  his  van- 
guard, he  advanced  with  twenty  men  by  forced 
marches  until  he  came  up  with  Marmolejo,  and 
then,  having  hurriedly  cared  for  the  wounded, 
nearly  all  of  whom  had  been  pierced  through  the 
shoulders,  thighs  and  arms,  he  attacked  the  fort 
with  the  soldiers  he  had  brought  with  him  and 
the  few  who  had  come  out  of  the  battle  unscathed. 

In  a  description  of  the  fortress  that  Vdzquez 
de  Coronado  has  left  to  us,  he  says:  '* 

"  The  village  of  Coctu  lies  on  a  spur  of  the 
sierra  and  has  the  shape  of  an  egg,  narrow  at  first 
and  somewhat  broader  in  the  middle.  It  pos- 
sesses eighty- four  houses,  arranged  in  good  order. 
At  each  extremity  stands  a  house,  a  little  farther 
on  two  more,  forming  a  triangle,  and  then  fol- 
low three,  and  finally  four,  grouped  in  a  square. 
Each  house  is  located  at  a  distance  of  four  feet 
more  or  less  from  its  neighbor  and  the  result  is 
most  orderly  in  appearance.     In  the  midst  of 

"Rlcardo  Fern&ndea  Onardia — Cartat  de  Juan  T&tquea  d« 
Coronado,  pp.  33  and  48. 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


CONQtJEST  OF  COSTA  RICA  JWS 

each  group  of  four  houses  there  is  a  small  plaza. 
approached  through  narrow,  artificial  lanes,  for 
tlie  houses  are  raised  to  a  height  of  half  a  yard 
above  tiie  ground.  With  the  enemy  gathered 
in  the  plaza,  which  is  quite  small,  the  Coctus, 
therefore,  can  assail  them  from  every  one  of  tiie 
four  houses,  through  portholes  and  windows  con- 
structed for  the  purpose,  and  so  that,  since  it 
is  impossible  for  the  assailants  to  be  seen,  those 
who  enter  the  square  will  be  wounded  before  they 
can  determine  whence  the  missiles  come. 

"  In  each  of  the  houses  live  twenty-five 
Indians,  with  their  wives  and  children.  In  some 
there  are  more  or  less,  according  to  the  numbers 
in  the  families,  but  in  every  house  there  is  room 
for  fom*  hundred  persons.  After  the  first  was 
taken,  it  was  necessary  to  take  the  second,  tiien 
the  third  and  finally  the  fourth,  for  all  were 
round  in  shape,  with  beams  two  fathoms  in  cir- 
cumference, and  are  thatched  with  straw,  clev- 
erly arranged.  The  cusp  (apex)  takes  the  form 
of  a  spire.  This  stronghold  has  two  gateways, 
one  to  the  east  and  the  other  to  the  west.  To  the 
north  and  sou^  lie  deep  and  rugged  ravines 
wherein  the  Indians  cultivate  gardens  of  most 
beautiful  aspect.  The  fort  is  surrounded  by 
two  palisades  with  a  ditch  between."    The  gate- 

"In  aootber  descrlpUoii  of  this  fort,  V&sqnes  de  Coronado 
aara  that  the  eotrances  are  defended  by  three  paUaadea  and 
two  Unea  of  dltchea. 
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ways  are  very  small  and  made  in  the  form  of 
drawbridges.  In  all  these  lands  there  has  not 
been  seen  anything  as  strong  or  well  devised." 

Near  this  fort  the  Cotos  had  built  another  and 
smaller  one,  containing  twelve  houses  and  con- 
structed after  the  same  plans. 

When  Vdzquez  de  Coronado  approached,  he 
called  upon  its  defenders,  through  the  medium 
of  a  scrivener  and  an  Indian  interpreter  known 
as  Crist<Sbal,  to  render  obedience  to  the  King 
of  Spain,  to  give  ear  to  the  preaching  of  the 
Holy  Evangels,  and  to  restore  the  sister  of  the 
cacique  Corrohore.  The  Indians  only  turned 
out  of  doors  two  wild  hogs  and  bade  the  Span- 
iards to  go  back  whence  they  came.  Sunmioned 
a  second  time,  they  replied  evasively,  sending 
their  women,  children  and  effects  meanwhile  to 
a  place  of  safety  through  a  passageway  opposite 
the  one  at  which  the  Spaniards  were  stationed. 
In  the  midst  of  his  interpreting,  Crist6bal  was 
suddenly  heard  to  cry  out :  "  Seflor,  look  I  They 
are  shooting  at  me  I  "  At  that  instant  a  soldier 
by  the  name  of  Pedro  Alonso  Cano  dashed  in, 
intrepidly  leading  the  attack,  and,  behind  him, 
the  others  threw  themselves  into  the  fort.  The 
Indians  soon  abandoned  the  place,  having  first 
set  it  on  fire. 

The  victory  thus  gained,  the  Spaniards  set 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


CONQUEST  OP  COSTA  RICA  3685 

about  caring  for  their  wounds,  which  were  many 
and  serious.  The  following  day  some  soldiers 
surprised  two  Indian  chiefs  hidden  in  a  field  of 
maize,  doubtless  to  spy  upon  the  Spaniards. 
Vazquez  de  Coronado  received  them  kindly, 
however,  and,  restoring  one  of  them  to  liberty, 
sent  him  out  to  call  back  the  Indians  who  had 
retreated  to  the  moimtains.  This  messenger 
returned  bringing  in  two  Indians  who  came  to 
treat  for  peace.  Vazquez  having  succeeded  in 
gaining  their  confidence,  at  the  end  of  three  days 
the  Cotos  with  their  caciques  presented  them- 
selves and  yielded  their  allegiance,  whereupon 
the  peace  pact  was  sealed  with  an  exchange  of 
gifts.  The  caciques  presented  the  Captain  with 
many  objects  of  gold,  and  received  in  exchange 
scissors,  combs,  axes  mid  other  articles. 

The  Cotos  were  "  a  people  of  great  cleanli- 
ness," frank  and  loyal.  They  inhabited  the 
northern  borders  of  the-Gulf  of  Dulce  and  were 
very  rich,  possessing  so  much  gold  that  they  could 
afford  to  be  most  lavish  in  their  gifts  of  the  pre- 
cious metal — also  cotton  clothing  of  fine  texture, 
and  great  plantations  of  maize,  beans  and  all 
kinds  of  fruit  trees.  The  tapir,  deer  and  wild  hog 
abounded  in  their  country,  and  in  their  rivers 
were  many  fish,  particularly  trout  and  shad. 
They  slept  in  hanmiocks,  and  used  rustic  seats 
and    finely-wrought    earthenware.     Being   ex- 
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tremely  warlike,  their' bodies  were  covered  with 
scars — relics  of  the  continual  hostiUties  waged 
against  their  neighbors  in  the  effort  to  despoil 
them  of  their  treasure.  It  was  their  custom  to 
kill  their  male  prisoners  and  keep  their  heads  for 
trophies.  Women  and  diildren  were  reduced  to 
slavery,  and  were  invariably  sacrificed  at  the 
death  of  their  masters.  To  the  old  men  and  the 
women  was  assigned  the  work  of  tilling  the  soil. 
The  women  also  accompanied  their  husbands  to 
the  wars,  handed  them  their  war  clubs  and  lances 
during  the  combats,  and  threw  rocks  at  the 
enemy.  For  this  reastm  the  Guetares  dubbed 
them  BiritecQM,  or  Amazons.  Near  the  ham- 
mocks were  the  racks  for  lances,  clubs  and  other 
arms.  Here  too  were  hung  their  astonishingly 
tough  bucklers,  which  were  made  of  tapir  hide. 
They  did  not  eat  human  flesh,  but,  among  them- 
selves, there  was  much  strife  and  great  slaughter; 
indeed,  immediately  a  war-cry  pierced  the  air, 
a  flock  of  buzzards  would  gather  large  enough 
to  obscure  the  sun. 

When  their  peace  had  been  made  with  \&2r 
quez  de  Coronado,  the  caciquea  of  Goto  restored 
the  sister  of  Corrohore  and  the  other  slaves  cap- 
tured from  his  people,  and  Corrohore  returned 
with  them  to  his  own  coimtry  wholly  satisfied. 
Before  his  departure,  the  captain  told  him  to 
summon  his  friend,  Xiriara,  cadque  of  Durucaca 
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and  Borucaca,  who  came  in  soon  afterwards  with 
two  of  his  leading  men  and  declared  allegiuice. 

In  reply  to  questions  respecting  the  localities 
from  which  they  obtained  their  gold,  the  Cotos 
said  that  they  gathered  grains  of  considerable 
size  by  scooping  them  up  from  the  rivers  with 
cups,  and  that  each  village  had  its  own  river. 
Of  these  villages  they  were  only  willing,  how- 
ever, to  indicate  one  that  belonged  to  Ucacara, 
which  was  at  a  distance  of  four  days*  journey, 
and  had  been  destroyed  in  the  war.  For  want 
of  interpreters,  an  expedition  made  up  of  fifteen 
men  that  set  out  at  once  in  search  of  the  river, 
returned  without  having  found  it.  In  Goto,  as 
had  been  the  case  in  Quepo,  the  soldiers  de- 
manded that  their  chief  show  himself  more  ener- 
getic in  the  matter  of  producing  gold  and  that 
he  give  them  a  free  hand  in  taking  it  away  from 
the  Indians.^"  As  this  would  have  involved 
depredations  that  the  always  honorable  and 
humane  Vazquez  de  Coronado  refused  to  coun- 
tenance, at  that  time  was  bom  the  discontent 
which  afterwards  resulted  in  the  consequences 
about  to  be  related. 

There  at  Coto  the  Captain  had  been  informed 

** "  Some  ot  the  eoldlvB  had  tbe  Impadence  to  Bay  tbat  be 
did  not  moke  war  sb  tber  would  have  blm — with  fire  and 
•word."  Jnan  DArlla'B  relation  to  Philip  II.  Le«n  FemAndes 
—DocumtHtot,  VoL  III,  p.  33;  Peralta — Oo*ta  Rtca,  NicaraffiM 
y  Pa»amA,  p.  396 ;  ColectMit  de  DwjumeiUoB  inidUot  del 
Atvhioo  da  Indtat,  VoL  XVI,  p.  SSa. 
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of  the  existence  of  many  rich  villages  situated 
some  on  the  Atlantic  and  some  on  the  Pacific 
slope,  but,  since  it  was  impossible  at  the  time,  be- 
cause of  the  condition  of  his  many  wounded  men, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  lack  of  munitions  of  war  and 
the  approach  of  the  rainy  season,  to  pursue  the 
conquest  as  he  wished,  he  determined  to  return 
to  Garcimufioz  to  recuperate.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  therefore,  he  began  the  journey  back, 
accompanied  by  the  Goto  and  Tunicaca  Indians, 
carrying  the  wounded  in  hammocks.  Among 
the  wounded  was  one  of  the  Barahonas,  brother- 
in-law  of  Cavall<Sn.  But  before  any  great  prog- 
ress had  been  made,  the  Cotos  deserted,  and, 
as  the  wounded  then  had  to  be  transported  on 
the  men's  shoulders  at  a  cost  of  much  hu-dship 
and  suffering,  the  expedition  repaired  to  Quepo 
on  the  way.  The  cacique  came  out  to  receive 
them,  with  his  people,  beuiing  provisions. 
When  Vfizquez  de  Coronado  left,  it  was  with 
with  one  hundred  men  loaned  him  by  Corrohore 
to  carry  the  wounded.  He  then  set  out  for  the 
village  of  Pacaca,  which  had  risen  in  revolt. 
Learning  there  that  the  cacique  was  holding  as 
slaves  to  be  used  for  sacrifice  twenty-two  Indians 
of  the  Mangue  tribe,  the  Spanish  leader  caused 
them  to  be  brought  before  him  and  gave  them 
their  liberty,  after  which  he  ordered  them  to 
return  to  their  own  country  of  Chorotega  "  and 
"31w  Ohoroten  of  OMtm  Rica,  ritoAtod  en  tlw  ««stwn 
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take  up  their  residence  near  the  port  of  Lande- 
cho.  These  unhappy  Indians  were  all  that  re- 
mained of  six  or  seven  thousand  Chorotegas  who 
had  inhabited  the  eastern  coast  of  the  Gulf  of 
Nicoya  and  been  exterminated  by  the  Guetares. 
Employing  the  customary  diplomacy  of  the 
Guetares,  Coquiba  declined  to  present  himself 
in  person,  but  his  messengers  brought  to  V^quez 
de  Coronado  a  golden  disk,  with  excuses  that 
were  many  and  most  adroit. 

On  the  18th  of  April  VAzquez  made  his  entry 
into  Garcimufloz.  There  he  found  the  famous 
Franciscan  Friar,  Pedro  de  Betanzos,  who  had 
come  from  Guatemala  to  aid  him  in  his  wcnrk. 
With  much  satisfaction,  also,  he  learned  that  the 
ship  he  had  sent  to  Panama  had  returned  laden 
^ith  powder,  lead,  clothing  and  other  requisites, 
and  that  the  Alcalde  ordinario  Francisco  G^- 
legos  de  Villavicencio,  had  despatched  the  vessel 
again  to  Nicoya  to  secure  provisions,  sending 
along,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  the  Captain's 
silverware  in  payment  therefor.  With  these  new 
auxiliaries,  he  was  now  able  to  give  thought  to 
the  continuation  of  the  conquest  and  determined 
to  establish  a  colony  in  Turucaca.  While  the 
necessary  preparations  were  being  made,  he  sent 
the   sergeant-major,   Juan   de   Illanes,   at   the 

border  of  the  Quit  ot  NlcoTm,  between  tbe  port  of  Berrsdnra 
and  tbe  Abuicans  Birer. 
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head  of  sixty  men,  into  the  valley  of  the  Gnarco 
to  suppress  an  uprising.  Quitao,  one  of  the 
principal  caciques,*'  came  out  to  meet  the  force, 
accompanied  by  twelve  of  his  people,  and  indi- 
cated that  he  desired  to  confer  with  V^quez  de 
Coronado  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of 
peace,  offering  to  bring  over  with  him  the 
caciques  of  Atirro  and  Turriarva.  Twenty  days 
after  his  departing,  Illanes  de  Castro  returned 
to  Garcimufkoz,  bringing  with  him  these  Indian 
chiefs.  They  were  well  treated  by  the  Alcalde 
mayor  but  informed,  in  accordance  with  his  cus- 
tom, that  they  must  declare  allegiance  to  the 
King  of  Spain  and  become  converted  to  the 
Catholic  faith. 

At  this  Quitao  addressed  himself  to  the  other 
caciques  in  these  words:  "Ye  have  heard  what 
this  captain  has  said  to  us  in  the  name  of  his 
King  and  master  and  how  he  demands  of  us 
obedience  to  a  new  law  and  a  new  master. 
Answer  him,  all  of  you,  since  ye  are  all  at  hb- 
erty  to  speak."  "  The  Indians  replied  with  one 
voice,  telling  him  to  act  as  seemed  best  and  that 
whatever  he  might  do  would  be  agreeable  to 
them.  Quitao  then  acknowledged  that  he  was 
tired  of  wandering  about  the  forests  as  a  refugee 
and  professed  that  he  wished  to  submit,  but 

"This  cacique  was  an  envo^  of  Correqae,   prince  of  tbe 
Gttetarea  of  tbe  east,  who  lived  Id  the  Talley  of  UJarras. 
"Peralta— 4e*d^  p.  778. 
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cautioned  them  that  hy  such  action  they  would 
become  obligated  to  serve  the  King  and  the  Al- 
calde mayor  and  that  he  who  should  fail  in  this 
service  would  be  pimished  with  great  severity. 
Among  the  Spaniards,  needless  to  say,  the  pru- 
dence and  common  sense  displayed  by  this 
Indian  evoked  much  admiration.  The  caciques 
who  accompanied  Quitao  were  Don  Juanillo  and 
those  from  Atirro,  Turriarva,  Orosf,  Puririsi, 
Quirc6,  Abux  and  Guarco.  In  all  tiiey  sent  in 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  subjects  for  ser- 
vice. Garabito,  and  Quizarco,  the  brother  of 
Coquiba,  who  had  been  punished  by  Cavall6n, 
continued  in  rebellion.  The  former,  however, 
always  had  a  representative  in  the  Spanish 
retinue. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  some  of  the 
soldiers  were  very  much  dissatisfied  with  Vaz- 
quez de  Coronado  because  that  leader  would 
not  permit  them  to  rob  the  Indians  as  they 
pleased.  So  great  was  the  disgust  of  the  en- 
sign-major, Ignacio  Cota,  that  he  left  for 
Guatemala  after  having  tried  to  excite  the  sol- 
diers against  their  chief.  Another  set  in  circu- 
lation an  infamous  libel  against  tiie  Alcalde 
mayor  in  Garcimufioz.  These  were  the  begin- 
nings of  a  conspiracy  hatched  by  a  man  named 
Fajardo,  the  author  of  the  libel,  who  proposed 
to  various  of  his  companions  to  go  over  to  Alonso 
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Vizquez,  Goremor  of  Veragua,  but,  altbou^ 
Francisco  de  Martnolejo  and  Juan  DAvila  took 
.part  in  the  movement,  when  it  was  discovered  by 
Fray  Pedro  de  Betanzos,  Vizquez  de  Coronado 
contented  himself  with  arresting  Fajardo,  and 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  guilt  of  the  others  because 
of  the  existing  need  of  men. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1568,  Captiun  Antonio 
Pereyra  set  out  for  Goto  and  Turucaca  with 
sixty  well  equipped  men,  including  forty 
arquebusiers,  and  took  with  him  besides  280 
horses.  Immediately  afterwards  V^izquez  de 
Coronado  resolved  to  reconnoiter  the  valley  of 
the  Guarco,  which  for  its  beauty  and  fine  climate 
Juan  Illanes  de  Castro  had  praised  highly  as 
"  the  best  place  in  the  Indies  wherein  to  locate  a 
city,"  '*  and,  having  sent  on  a  soldier  in  advance 
to  notify  the  caciques  of  his  coming,  set  out  with 
sixty  men  and  the  Padres  Martin  de  Bonilla  uid 
Pedro  de  Betanzos.  For  six  days  the  Alcaldes 
mayor  remained  in  the  valley,  which  he  found 
indeed  most  desirable  because  of  the  freshness 
of  a  climate  like  that  of  Valladolid  and  the  great 
fertility  of  its  soil,  and  selected  a  site  for  the 
establishment  of  a  town  near  the  confluence  of 
the  Purires  and  Taras  rivers,  about  three  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  first  named  and  two  himdred 
from  the  other.*"    He  gave  to  the  future  city  the 

"Perftlta— Z6W. 

*Cleto  GonzAlez  Vlquez — Apuntet  aoire  Oeografia  AtUiffua 
de  Costa  Rica,  II,  Cindad  del  Lodo. 
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name  of  Cartago,  the  name  that  had  abeady 
been  given  to  the  province. 

From  the  Guarco  he  sent  for  Sabaca,  the 
cacique  of  Tayutic,  for  the  purpose  of  question- 
ing him  in  regard  to  the  death  of  Diego  Gutier- 
rez, in  order  that,  he  might  send  a  report  to  the 
King  respecting  a  disaster  so  important.  The 
cacique  excused  himself  for  the  moment,  offering 
to  go  and  see  him  at  Garcimuiloz.  On  his  return 
to  that  city,  the  inhabitants  pressed  Vazquez  de 
Coronado  with  great  insistence  to  permit  tiiem  to 
remove  to  the  Guarco  valley,  concerning  the 
attractions  of  which  so  much  had  been  said. 
Furthermore,  residence  in  Garcimufioz  involved 
serious  inconveniences;  it  was  far  from  the 
locahties  inhabited  by  the  Indians,  the  neighbor- 
ing lands  were  very  sterile  and  during  six 
months  of  the  year  the  city  was  lashed  by  the 
east  winds.  Moved  by  these  reasons,  the  Alcalde 
mayor  consented  to  the  migration,  requiring 
only  that  the  inhabitants  should  plant  fields  of 
maize  to  provide  for  their  sustenance. 

In  the  month  of  July,  Vazquez  de  Coronado 
repaired  to  Nicaragua  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of 
that  province  and  make  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions to  continue  his  enterprise  in  Costa  Rica, 
leaving  behind,  as  his  lieutenant,  the  sergeant- 
major,  Juan  de  Illanes  de  Castro. 
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PSEFABATIOHS    FOE    THE    CoKTIUnANCE  OP     THE    COK- 
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IS  THE  Ebtrella  oe  Chamooinoiji  Riveb — Sub- 
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ALONG  THE  ATLANTIC   CoAST UpBIBINO  OF  ATIBBO, 

TuBBIALBA    and    UjABBAZ VAZOUEZ    DE    COfiONADO 

Abbives   at    THE    New    Citt    OF    Caktago — Feay 

LoBENZO     de     BlENVENIDA HUHAMB     CONDUCT     OF 

VAzQUEZ  DE  CoEONADO Hl8  VoYAOE  TO   SpAIN   AND 

Tbaoic  Death  at  Sea 

1568-1565 

FROM  Nicaragua  Vizquez  de  Coronado 
sent  cattle  and  horses  to  Costa  Rica,  with 
a  force  of  thirty  soldiers,  fifteen  of  whom 
were  destined  for  Antonio  Pereyra.  With  fev- 
erish activity  he  assembled  men,  provisions, 
arms,  munitions  of  war,  clothing  and  other  ne- 
cessities for  the  new  expedition  he  was  project- 
ing and  caused  a  vessel  to  be  fitted  out  in  the 
Realejo,  until  at  last  his  powers  failed  him  and 
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he  succumbed  to  illness  from  fatigue.  The  phy- 
sicians and  his  friends  advised  him  to  place  the 
enterprise  in  the  hands  of  soine  reliable  officer 
while  his  health  was  being  restored;  but  the 
doughty  leader  insisted  on  setting  out,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Nicoya  with  sixty  soldiers.  At  that 
place  he  concluded  the  provisioning  of  his  force, 
laying  in  a  specially  good  supply  of  maize  and 
the  hemp  slippers  made  in  that  place.  Thirty 
men  he  sent  to  GarcimuAoz  and  with  as  many 
more  set  sail  on  the  8rd  of  December,  1568,  his 
object  being  to  rejoin  Pereyra  and  Diego  Caro 
de  Mesa,  AlguacU  mayor  of  the  province,  to 
whom  he  had  sent  written  instructions  to  repair 
to  the  port  of  Coronado '  with  men  and  horses 
and  there  await  his  coming.  In  order  that  he 
might  explore  the  coast,  he  laid  his  course  close 
to  land  and  reconnoitered  thoroughly,  frequently 
approaching  very  near  in  a  small  boat  at  serious 
personal  risk.  On  the  way  he  put  in  at  the  port 
of  Landecho  to  give  succor  in  passing  to  the  few 
remaining  inhabitants,  whom  he  found  in  naked- 
ness and  great  wretchedness.  He  finally  disem- 
barked at  the  river  and  port  of  Coronado. 

As  Diego  Cara  de  Mesa  had  not  yet  put  in 
an  appearance,  and  fearing  that  some  misfor- 
tune had  overtaken  him,  Vdzquez  de  Coronado 

■  One  of  tbe  monOia  of  tbe  Bio  Qtande  de  TSmiba,  or  Dlquls, 
called  Boca  Mala  (Bad  Mouth). 
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with  part  of  his  force  set  out  in  seardi  of  him, 
at  the  same  time  despatching  two  soldiers  to 
Pereyra  to  notify  him  of  his  arrival,  after  whidi 
he  went  as  far  as  Quepo,  where  he  f omid  Caro 
de  Mesa  on  the  Mangues  River.  Here  he  was 
cordially  received  by  the  friendly  caciques  and 
accepted  from  them  the  customary  gifts.  Mean- 
while the  messengers  who  had  gone  in  seardi  of 
Pereyra  came  upon  that  leader  at  the  camp  of 
La  Cruz,'  two  days'  journey  from  the  port  of 
Coronado.  That  leader  was  on  the  march  to- 
wards Garcimuiioz,  for  it  had  become  impossible 
to  sustain  himself  any  longer  in  that  locahty. 
His  outgoing  trail  had  led  .him  through  terrible 
hardships  occasioned  by  the  torrential  rains  and 
swollen  rivers;  all  his  baggage  and  horses  had 
been  lost.  On  his  arrival  at  Coto,  he  was  de- 
serted by  the  guides  he  had  brought  from  Quepo 
but  at  last  he  succeeded  in  making  his  way  into 
the  Province  of  Cia,'  and  from  there  Diego  de 
Trexo  had  made  his  way  to  Yabo  and  Xarixaba, 
hamlets  situated  from  thirty  to  forty  leagues 
from  the  city  of  Natd.  The  Indians  in  these  re- 
gions yielded  their  allegiance.  In  the  Cia 
country  Pereyra  founded  a  city  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  Nueva  Cartago.    At  the  end  of  a 

■This  camp  of  La  Gmz  must  not  be  confounded  with  the 
other  of  the  same  name  established  b;  GavallOn. 
■The  Oanurat  (plains)  ol  Buenos  Aires,  B.  A.  Thlel,  Wd. 
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month,  because  of  the  failure  of  his  provisions, 
he  returned  to  Goto;  as  this  country  was  then 
in  a  state  of  rebellion,  however,  he  continued  un- 
til he  arrived  at  Boruca.  Here  also  he  was 
unable  to  sustain  himself  because  of  the  scant 
food  supply  and  he  then  resolved  to  return  to 
GarcimuAoz.  While  Pereyra  was  at  Nueva  Car- 
tago,  there  had  arrived  at  Yabo  and  Xarixaba 
one  of  the  captains  of  Alonso  V^quez,  Governor 
of  Veragua,  but,  as  the  Indians  showed  him  the 
evidence  of  previous  possession  left  by  Diego 
de  Trexo,  the  new  arrival  took  his  departure. 

The  soldiers  of  Pereyra  were  in  a  most 
lamentable  state.  They  had  suffered  much  from 
nakedness  and  hunger,  for,  as  has  been  said,  all 
their  clothes  and  provisions  had  been  lost  in  the 
passage  of  the  rivers;  and  great  discontent 
reigned  among  them.  Though  Vdzquez  de  Cor- 
onado  supplied  them  with  what  they  needed,  it 
was  only  by  means  of  prayers  and  promises  that 
he  induced  them  to  remain  with  him;  they  were 
strongly  inclined  to  resume  their  march.  The 
return  of  the  Alcalde  mayor  brought  much  sat- 
isfaction to  the  Indians.  Many  who  had  been 
in  hiding  came  in  to  pay  him  a  visit  and  to  lay 
before  him  complaints  of  ill  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  Pereyra  and  his  command. 

The  ship  discharged  of  its  cargo,  Vdaquez  de 
Coronado  arranged  to  have  it  set  out  at  once  to 
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bring  in  new  supplies  for  the  enterprise.  As 
luck  would  liave  it,  however,  on  leaving  port, 
through  carelessness  of  the  pilot,  she  ran 
aground  on  the  bar.  This  proved  a  serious  mis- 
fortune, for  there  was  no  means  of  replacing  the 
vessel. 

The  Alcalde  mayor's  chief  desire  was  to  pro- 
ceed into  the  Province  of  Ara  *  and  other  prov- 
inces situated  on  the  slopes  of  the  northern 
ocean,  "  in  which  endeavor  many  captains  and 
men  had  been  lost "  °  and  their  secrets  and  "  en- 
chantment "  still  remained  unknown;  so  he  took 
up  his  march  toward  the  Atlantic,  and,  over- 
coming imheard-of  difficulties,  made  his  way 
over  the  Great  Cordillera.  All  the  horses  were 
left  by  the  way,  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
impedimenta,  and  so  lofty  and  rugged  were  the 
mountains,  that  the  day  came  in  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  find  water,  but  on  the  summit  of  the 
Cordillera  the  congvistadores  came  upon  a  mag- 
nificent and  unique  spectacle — the  two  oceans. 
Rough  as  were  these  men,  they  were  enthralled 
"  by  the  consciousness  of  their  nearness  to 
heaven."  ' 

After  a  six  days*  journey,  the  expedition 
reached  the  Province  of  Ara,  the  caciqaea  of 
which,  having  already  learned  of  the  Captain's 

^Talamanca. 

*Le6n  FemftDdea — Docvmentot,  Vol.  IV,  p.  368. 

•/Md.,  p.  887. 
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goodness  through  the  cadquea  of  Quepo  and 
Coto,  received  him  most  cordially  and  bestowed 
upon  him  an  abundant  supply  of  provisions,  to- 
gether with  many  golden  objects  skillfully 
worked.  In  return  he  gave  them  agricultural 
implements,  caps,  shirts  and  gewgaws.  On  the 
24th  of  January,  1564,  he  took  possession  of  the 
hamlet  of  Ara^  and  received  the  allegiance  of 
the  caciques  Yaranaba,  Duyba  and  Duy. 

Having  selected  the  hamlet  of  Ara  as  a  base 
of  operations  and  resting  place,  Vazquez  de 
CoTonado  sent  Diego  Caro  de  Mesa  with  twenty- 
five  men  to  Terbi,  where  he  discovered  the  fa- 
mous Estrella  River,®  whence  sprang  the  legend 
of  those  times  concerning  another  Bldorado. 

The  caciqties  Cabeaza,  Zurinza  and  Meza, 
whose  territories  were  embraced  within  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ara,  hastened  to  declare  their  allegiance 
and  offer  their  services  to  the  camp.  The 
Alcalde  mayor  received  them  with  his  a<s;us- 
tomed  cordiality,  and  this  time  with  even  better 
reason,  for  he  had  received  advices  that  Alonso 
Vdzquez  was  approaching  on  a  tour  of  conquest 
from  the  direction  of  Veragua  and  leaving  great 
havoc  and  destruction  in  his  wake.  The  Alcalde 
mayor  caused  his  surgeon  to  treat  the  injuries 

'Tbe  name  of  Am  ie  bUH  preoerred  In  one  of  the  aflhienta 
of  tbe  rlrer  Tarire,  In  Tftlamanca— the  rlrer  ArarL  Thia 
river  la  also  known  by  the  name  of  lart 

"The  Changulnola  and  Tllorio  Blver. 
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of  the  cacique  Yaranaba,  who  had  come  in  with 
serious  wounds  in  the  head  and  thighs,  and 
another  chief  named  Iztolin  was  also  cured  of 
a  wound  in  his  hands.  Both  recovered  rapidly, 
to  the  amazement  of  the  natives,  who  thereupon 
came  in  great  nmnbers  to  be  treated  for  their 
infirmities.  In  this  way  the  art  of  Hippocrates 
became  a  powerful  auxiliary  of  the  conqueror. 
With  the  convalescence  of  the  sick  and  the  return 
of  Caro  de  Mesa  giving  glowing  accounts  of 
the  auriferous  river  discovered  by  him,  the  camp 
was  removed  towards  the  middle  of  February  to 
the  Cutcuni  River,  in  the  valley  of  the  Duy,°  and 
possession  was  taken  of  the  h«nlet  of  that  name 
on  the  17th.  All  the  neighboring  caciques, 
among  them  Quaquinque  and  Zorobaru,'^  came 
in  and  submitted,  and,  with  good  will,  offered 
their  services.  They  brought  with  them  gifts  of 
gold,  for  which  were  returned  articles  of  Cas- 
tilian  workmanship,  the  Spaniard  being  careful 
always  not  to  betray  the  greed  for  this  metal 
which  had  brought  destruction  to  so  many  Span- 
ish captains  in  those  lands.  Vdzquez  de  Coro- 
nado  had  the  rivers  and  ravines  of  Duy  care- 
fully searched  by  his  negro  slaves,  who  took  from 
some  of  them  some  excellent  specimens  of  gold. 
A  particularly  rich  find  was  made  in  the  river 

•Between  the  Slxaola  and  Chantnilnola  rivers. 
"ZorobsrO    was   tbe   name  originally   borne   by  Almltante 
Baj. 
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discovered  by  Caro  de  Mesa  and  called  by  him 
the  Ri'o  de  la  Estrella,  because  at  its  mouth  he 
saw  reflected  a  star  of  great  brilliance.*^  In 
March  the  gold  washings  of  this  river  were  par- 
celed out  among  the  conquistadore*.  The  best, 
extending  over  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a 
league,  was  reserved  for  the  King;  nor  were  the 
interests  of  Don  Juan  Martinez  de  Landecho, 
President  of  the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala,  for- 
gotten, or  those  of  the  Padre  Estrada  Rivago, 
which  was  most  just/* 

From  Cutcuni  the  expedition  passed  on  to 
Quequexque  and  Taranca,  places  situated  on 
Almirante  Bay,  and  possession  was  taken  of 
Ceverin.  From  Quequexque  Bartolom^  Alvarez 
with  a  small  force  proceeded  down  the  Estrella 
River  for  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  leagues,  look- 
ing for  the  sea.  He  was,  however,  brought  to 
a  halt  by  the  marshes  at  Cojerin,  or  Cojerdn,  a 
league  from  the  coast.  On  his  return  Vdzquez 
de  Coronado  raised  camp  and  set  out  for  the 
Tarire  River."  In  the  Coaza  valley,  whidi  th^, 
natives  called  the  valley  of  the  Cicuas,  or  Valley 
of  the  Foreigners,'*  for  here  resided  a  colony  of 

"Tbe  plaoet  Venus. 

"For  the  details  of  thiB  partltloii.  Bee  Le6n  Fernfindes — 
Docvmenios,  VoL  IV,  p.  324. 

"Called  to-day  Sixaola  In  its  lower  course. 

"In  the  Brtbri- laUKoage  Biffva  means  stranger.  Dr.  Wm. 
iL  Gabb— Trl6u«  y  Lenyviu  IndigeTWi  de  Cotta  Rica;  LeOn 
Fern&ndeE— i>ocHin«n<08,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  427. 
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Mexican  Chichimecas  that  had  mixed  with  other 
tribes,^"  he  came  upon  the  village  of  Quepza, 
where  at  first  the  Indians  sought  by  every  means 
in  their  power  to  conceal  themselves,  but  in  the 
end  they  were  brought  into  the  open  and  declared 
their  allegiance.  It  was  then  discovered  that  the 
cacique  was  that  same  Iztolin  whose  wound  had 
been  healed  fay  the  surgeon  at  Ara.  Vdzquez  de 
Coronado,  who  was  familiar  with  Nahuatl,  ex- 
horted him  in  his  own  language  to  become  con- 
verted to  the  Catholic  religion.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Ciruro,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Flaz- 
quita,  which  was  also  found  to  be  auriferous. 
On  the  28th  of  March  he  arrived  at  Tariaca," 
whidi  yielded  allegiance  as  did  all  the  neigh- 
boring villages  situated  on  the  hills  of  Gorotapa. 
Here  it  was  that,  in  1540,  had  stood  the  fortress 
of  Marbella,  constructed  by  Hem£n  Sinchez  de 
Badajoz.  From  Tariaca  he  passed  on  to  the 
Province  of  Pococi,"  arriving  on  the  8rd  of  April 
at  the  village  of  Querria,  where  vassalage  was 
promised  by  Yabicara,  cacique  of  that  place, 
Maruz  of  Auyaque  and  Bijcara,  Cocosi  of 
Zequepa,  and  various  others.     Later,  he  pro- 

"Lean  Fernfliide»— /)oc«men(o«.  Vol.  IV,  p.  49a  Then 
MextcauB  were  discovered  bj  Hernftn  SAacbez  de  Badajoi  In 
1540. 

"The  coast  from  Port  LitmOn  as  far  aa  Hold  Harbor. 

"The  coast  from  Portete,  as  far  as  the  nioutli  of  the 
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ceeded  to  Buca,  a  village  in  the  same  Frovinoe 
of  Fococi,  situated  on  the  Matina  River,  and  took 
possession  on  the  9th  of  April.  Diriaca  and 
Cuxurit  submitted,  as  did  Diruamo,  cacique  of 
Parragua.'"  A  leading  chief  named  Biarquira 
declared  allegiance  in  the  name  of  Birior,  cadque 
of  the  village  of  Xuana,  who  had  his  seat  of 
government  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Matina. 
Cabeara  and  Coragua,  caciquea  of  Babagua, 
Fuca  of  Chirrip6  and  several  others  also  came 
in. 

Later,  pursuing  his  march,  Vizquez  de  Coro- 
nado  arrived  on  the  20th  of  April  at  Tayutic, 
afterwards  called  Teotique.  The  cacique  Sabaca 
probably  told  him  that  he  had  gone  to  see  him 
at  GarcimuAoz  but  that  he  had  arrived  on  the 
day  following  the  Captain's  departure  for 
Nicaragua,  and  might  have  repeated  to  him 
what  he  had  already  told  to  Juan  de  Illanes  de 
Castro:  that  the  cacique  of  Suerre  still  preserved 
the  spoils  of  the  expedition  of  Diego  Gutierrez, 
who  was  killed  nearly  twenty-three  years  before 
in  that  country.  Sabaca  renewed  the  allegiance 
given  at  Garcimufloz. 

From  Tayutic  the  expedition  continued  its 
march  as  far  as  the  village  of  Atirro,  which 
V^uez  de  Coronado,  having  left  the  place  in 
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peace  when  he  went  to  !N'icaragua,  was  disap- 
pointed to  find  in  full  rebellion.  Turrialba  and 
Ujarraz  were  also  up  in  arms.  At  Corrosf,  a 
place  situated  near  the  present  village  of  Tucur- 
rique,  he  came  upon  the  mutilated  corpses  of 
two  Spaniards  who  had  gone  out  in  search  of 
maize,  as  he  afterwards  learned,  for  the  new  city 
of  Cartago,  which  had  been  settled  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Vazquez  de  Coronado.  He  also  found 
pottery  strewn  along  the  road, 

The  Indians  fell  upon  the  rear  guard,  but 
Vdzquez  de  Coronado,  who  had  gone  forward, 
returned  with  great  celerity  and  vigorously  re- 
pulsed the  attack.  In  a  difficult  pass  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Guarco  valley,^^  he  discovered  a 
dangerous  ambuscade.  The  Alcalde  mayor,  how- 
ever, protecting  his  flanks  with  the  arquebusiers» 
made  it  possible  for  his  force  to  pass  through, 
the  Indians  not  daring  to  attack;  they  contented 
themselves  with  hurling  war  cries  at  them  from 
the  crest  of  a  neighboring  hill.  Nevertheless,  in 
spite  of  this  small  success,  dismay  spread  through 
the  ranks.  The  soldiers  reasoned  from  the  fact 
that  the  Indians  had  dared  to  kill  the  two  Span- 
iards, that  the  city  had  already  been  destroyed, 
and  that  there  remained  for  them  no  secure 
refuge  from  their  terrible  hardships. 

In  order  to  restore  their  drooping  spirjts,  the 
"UJairaB  Tallejr. 
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leader  called  them  together  and  said  to  them: 
*'  Ye  are  Spaniards,  sons  of  noble  fathers,  and 
must  show  your  courage  in  this  emergency.  Be 
not  dismayed,  for  it  is  characteristic  of  the  Span- 
ish nation  to  perform  deeds  that  exceed  the 
highest  standards  of  greatness."  He  added  that, 
as  their  leader,  he  must  be  first  in  all  risks  and 
losses,  and  told  them  to  choose  men  among 
themselves,  and  he  would  give  them  suffi- 
cient power  to  proceed  to  Nicaragua  and  Guate- 
mala and  sell,  not  only  his  personal  property  and 
estate  and  the  jewels  and  finery  of  his  wife,  but 
also,  if  it  should  become  necessary,  to  pledge  his 
sons;  and  he  further  assured  them  that  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  President  of  the  Audiencia  and 
the  authorities  of  Nicaragua,  who,  up  to  that 
time,  had  been  unwilling  to  supply  them  with 
any  necessities,  would  also  give  them  assistance 
when  they  knew  the  desperate  condition  in  which 
they  were  placed.  Reheartened  by  such  manly 
and  generous  words,  the  soldiers  swore  to  follow 
their  chief  to  the  end  anti  not  desert  their  flag. 
In  the  month  of  May,  the  expedition  reached 
Cartage,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  had  given  Vdzquez  de  Coronado  up  for 
dead;  indeed  they  had  supposed  that  this  was  the 
cause  of  the  Indian  uprising.  It  appeared  that 
following  his  instructions,  Juan  de  Illanes  de 
Castro  had  caused  the  inhabitants  of  Garci- 
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mufioz  to  remove  to  the  Guarco  valley  tuid  that 
there  the  city  of  Cartago  had  been  laid  out  and 
built  in  the  space  of  three  months  by  the  Alcalde 
ordinario,  Alonso  de  Anguciana  de  Gunboa, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Indians  of  the  valley.  The 
migration  had  taken  place  in  the  month  of 
March,  1564."  But  the  life  of  the  newly  bora 
town  had  been  far  from  tranquil  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Alcalde  mayor.  One  after  another 
the  Indian  tribes  had  risen  in  revolt ;  those  from 
Co  had  fortified  themselves  on  the  heights  of 
the  volcano  "  and  Captain  Fajardo  had  gone  out 
with  twenty  men  to  give  them  battle.  He  con- 
quered them,  although  with  great  difficulty,  for 
the  ascent  of  the  mountain  was  exceedingly  ardu- 
ous. Pedro  Alonso  Cano  had  forced  an  entry 
into  Currirabd;  Augustfn  de  Hinojosa  had  en- 
tered Ujarracf,  Orosi  and  Corrosf;  but,  as  the 
rebels  had  strengthened  their  forces  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Reventaz^n,  it  had  been  necessary  to 
construct  a  network  of  bejuco»  (rattan  reeds) 
in  order  to  cross  the  river  and  put  them  to  rout. 
Captain  Fajardo  afterwards  had  suppressed, 
with  severe  punishment,  a  rebellion  in  Facaca. 
These  uprisings  by  the  Indians  resulted  from 

"Oeto  Gonziles  Vlqaez — Apuntet.  The  first  cabUdo  or 
municipal  council  ot  Cartago  was  composed  of  Alonso  da 
Aogudana  de  Gamboa,  Pedro  Alouso  Cano,  Diego  Caro  de 
Me«a,  Miguel  de  Odngora,  Luis  de  Parada,  Bartolomg  Alvarei 
de  Coy  and  JerAnimo  de  Barroa. 

"The  Tolcano  of  Co,  called  to-day  the  volcano  of  Irani 
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tlieir  being  continually  despoiled  of  their  maize 
to  provision  the  city.  The  crops  for  the  past 
few  years  had  been  very  poor  and  the  food  sup- 
ply had  become  more  and  more  scarce  through- 
out the  country;  so  that  the  poor  Indians  had  had 
a  hard  struggle  to  keep  life  in  their  bodies,  and 
it  had  been  the  same  with  the  Spaniards,  with  the 
difference,  however,  that  the  former  were  de- 
fending the  legitimate  fruits  of  their  labor.  This 
last  rebellion  had  been  by  far  the  most  serious. 
On  one  occasion  the  Orosi  Indians  killed  eight 
Spaniards  who  had  attempted  to  steal  their 
maize,  and  the  horses  brought  along  to  carry  the 
grain  were  also  destroyed.  Two  expeditions  had 
been  at  once  sent  out  against  the  Indians  by 
different  routes,  one  under  the  command  of 
Illanes  de  Castro  and  the  other  under  Pedro 
Alonso  Cano.  They  were  on  the  march  all  night 
in  order  to  surprise  tiie  village  at  dawn,  but  on 
their  arrival  they  found  that  the  Indians  had 
already  retired  to  the  forests — and  nothing  was 
found  but  the  corpses  of  some  Spaniards,  from 
which  the  hands  and  feet  had  been  hacked  off. 
Later,  Anguciana  de-  Gamboa  had  been  placed 
in  conmiand  of  a  pimitive  expedition,  which,  as 
he  himself  assures  us,*'  was  completely  success- 
ful. Nevertheless,  it  is  certain  that  hostilities 
had  continued  up  to  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
"Peralta— *Md.,  p.  380. 
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Alcalde  mayor  and  that  the  situation  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Cartago  had  become  so  critical  at 
that  time  that  they  were  planning  to  abandon 
the  city. 

Vizquez  de  Coronado  found  that  the  caciques 
Aserrf,  CurrirabA,  Yurusti,  Quired  and  Puririsi 
had  been  arrested,  but  as  the  investigation  insti- 
tuted by  him  resulted  in  establishing  their  inno- 
cence, he  set  them  at  liberty,  only  recommend- 
ing that  they  send  in  some  of  their  people  for 
service  in  the  town.  This  done,  he  ordered 
Auguctana  de  Gamboa,  with  fifty  men,  to  set 
out  again  and  bring  about  the  submission  of  the 
rebels,  and  himself  with  a  cavalry  detachment 
proceeded  as  far  as  the  lower  end  of  the 
Guarco ''  to  summon  the  Indians  to  obedience. 
The  rebellious  band,  however,  refused  to  come 
in,  instead  hurling  shouts  of  defiance  from  the 
heights  surrounding  the  valley.  But  one  Indian 
was  caught  by  Anguciana  and  the  prisoner  was 
killed  by  his  orders.  Afterwards,  it  appears,  one 
or  two  others  were  quartered  by  command  of 
Vazquez  de  Coronado.''* 

If  this  is  true,  it  is  VAzquez  de  Coronado's  sole 
act  of  cruelty  in  Costa  Rica,  for  it  must  be  said 

■The  UJarras  valley. 

""And  later,  according  to  tbe  record,  tbe  said  JoAn 
VfiEqneE  caused  one  or  two  to  be  quartered."  Declaration  of 
the  lAcenciado  Antonio  de  Ollvera,  alcalde  of  tbe  Holy  Brother- 
hood.   Feroftndez— i)DOitfl»en<os,  VoL  VI,  i^  49&-499. 
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in  his  honor  that  in  all  the  history  of  the  con- 
quest of  America  there  is  perhaps  no  record  of 
a  more  humane  and  less  avaricious  captain. 
Among  a  multitude  of  acts  may  be  cited  the 
instance  of  his  ordering  to  be  buried  the  only 
chain  brought  by  his  soldiers  for  use  in  the  im- 
prisonment of  the  caciquea.  No  less  eloquent  is 
the  testimony  of  an  illustrious  FranciscMi,  who 
cannot  be  taxed  with  partiality,  for  the  severity 
of  the  members  of  this  order  against  the  con- 
qviatadores  is  well  known.  Fray  Pedro  de  Be- 
tanzos  writes  from  GarcimuAoz  to  the  king  on 
June  80th,  1568:  "  "  And  for  the  pacification 
of  this  coimtry  your  Royal  Audtencia  installed  a 
gentleman  from  Guatemala  who  calls  himself 
Johdn  V^quez  de  Coronado,  a  native  of  Sala- 
manca. I  had  thought  the  method  of  conquest 
adopted  by  him  and  his  soldiers  was  that  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  past — by  killing  and  rob- 
bing these  poor  people — and  with  this  in  mind, 
I  hastened  my  coming  in  order  to  interpose  in 
their  behalf.  I  found,  however,  that  he  was 
considerate  and  that  his  scheme  of  conquest  was 
as  beneficial  as  that  of  the  religious  orders,  who 
have  more  consideration  for  these  natives.  Your 
Majesty  ought  to  know,  and  give  thanks  there- 
for to  Our  Lord,  that  in  all  the  Indies  no  con- 

■*Le6ti  FtxaAaOeB—Documeittot,  Vol  VII,  p.  10.  '^ 
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quest  has  been  more  blameless  or  cast  less  of  a 
burden  of  remorse  upon  the  royal  conscience  of 
your  Majesty  than  this." 

On  his  arrival  the  Alcalde  mayor  found  at 
Cartago  another  Franciscan  whose  name  to-day 
enjoys  universal  fame — Fray  Lorenzo  de  Bien- 
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venida  who,  in  company  with  Fray  Diego  de 
Salinas  and  Fray  Melchor  de  Salazar,  had  come 
from  Guatemala. 

The  work  accomplished  by  Vazquez  de  Coro- 
nado  merits  the  high  praise,  not  alone  for  the 
boldness  and  energy  displayed  by  that  leader, 
able  as  he  was  to  overcome  obstacles,  which  even 
with  the  greater  faciUties  of  the  present  day  ap- 
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pear  insurmountable,  but  also  because  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  brought  that  work  to  a  con- 
clusion. His  policy,  always  friendly  and  pru- 
dent, proved  to  be  his  best  auxiliary,  and  he  was 
thus  enabled  to  overrun  great  stretches  of  ter- 
ritory, peopled  by  hostile  tribes  accustomed  for 
years  to  triumph  over  the  Spaniards,  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  man — proof  positive  that,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  the  Indians  only  took  up 
arms  to  defend  their  Uves  and  property,  and 
that  their  submission  was  obtained  more  effect- 
ively by  kindness  and  justice  than  by  swords  and 
lances.  The  fidelity  and  love  shown  by  them 
towards  HemAn  Sihichez  de  Badajoz  when  that 
leader  was  imprisoned  and  disgraced,  demon- 
strate their  appreciation  of  kindly  treatment. 

Nevertheless,  conquests  by  honorable  and 
Christian  methods,  far  from  enriching  their  cap- 
tains, brought  them  only  wretchedness.  In  the 
conquest  of  Costa  Rica,  Juan  Vdzquez  de  Coro- 
nado  expended  more  than  twenty  thousand 
pesos,  and,  as  this  upright  leader  looked  for  his 
recompense  to  the  rich  gold  washings  of  the 
Estrella  River  rather  than  the  spoliation  of  the 
Indians,  he  failed  to  recover  his  outlay  and  the 
moment  arrived  when  his  resources  were  ex- 
hausted. He  was  then  forced  to  resort  to  the 
expedient  of  casting  himself  on  the  generosity  of 
the  King.     Experience  bad  taught,  however. 
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that  to  secure  favor  from  the  King,  it  was  nec- 
essary to  follow  the  example  of  Pedro  de  Al- 
varado,  Hem^  Cort^  and  other  captains  and 
repair  in  person  to  court.  And  as  the  CabUdo 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Cartago  desired  also 
something  more  substantial  than  a  mere  royal 
message  of  thanks,  they  agreed  with  V^izquez 
de  Coronado  that  he  must  go  to  Spain.  He  set 
out,  accompanied  by  the  AlguacU  mayor,  Diego 
Caro  de  Mesa,  and  the  Alcaldes  ordinarios, 
Alonso  de  Anguciana  de  Gamboa  and  Pedro 
Alonso  Cano.  .  In  their  turn,  the  Franciscans 
resolved  to  send  along  with  him  to  the  court 
Fray  Lorenzo  de  Bienvenida,  that  he  might 
add  his  story  to  the  account  of  what  bad  taken 
place  and  seek  assistance  for  the  work  of  re- 
ligious instruction.  It  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  favorable  testimony  given  by  this  vir- 
tuous priest  contributed  largely  to  the  excellent 
reception  the  humane  conquistador  met  with  at 
the  hands  of  Philip  II. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1565,  upon  him  and  his 
descendants  that  monarch  conferred  the  title  of 
Adelantado  of  the  Province  of  Costa  Rica,  with 
an  annual  salary  of  a  thousand  pesos,  and,  on 
the  8th  of  the  same  month,  appointed  him  Gov- 
ernor with  a  further  salary  of  two  thousand 
pesos  in  gold  to  be  obtained  from  the  mines. 
Diego  de  Caro  de  Mesa  received  an  enlargement 
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of  his  coat  of  arms,'"  and  the  A  IguacUazgo  mayor 
for  life  over  the  CabUdo  of  Cartago.     On  the 
7th  of  August,  1565,  this  city  received  from  the  \ 
King  a  royal  deciree  conveying  his  thanks  for   1 
the  services  rendered  by  its  citizens  in  discovery,    I 
conquest  «id  settlement,"  and  on  the  17th,  at    \ 
the  solicitation  of  Diego  de  Caro  de  Mesa,  he  / 
bestowed  upon  it  a  shield  with  armorial  bear- 
ings.*' 

On  the  other  hand,  and  doubtless  because  of 
his  disagreements  with  V^uez  de  Coronado, 
the  Padre  Estrado  It^vago,  deserving  as  he  was 
of  reward,  failed  utterly  to  achieve  the  miter — 
so  long  the  goal  of  his  ambition.  On  the  con- 
trary, Philip  II.,  by  royal  decree  of  the  same 
year,'*  addressed  to  the  Padre  Don  Luis  de 
Fuentes,  Bishop  of  Nicaragua,  confirmed  the 
decree  of  May  9,  1545,  in  which  he  ordered  the 
prelate  of  that  province  to  attend  to  the  spirit- 
ual needs  of  Costa  Rica. 

"Peralta — Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua  p  PanamA,  p.  876; 
Sodedad  de  BlbllAfllos  Espa&oles— VoMIteHo  ie  CoMflKifto- 
dorea  de  India*,  p.  6& 

"  Peralta— tftW.,  p.  392. 

"Ibid.,  BB3;  Sodedad  de  BlbUtfflloa  Espaflolea,  ibid.,  p.  201. 
"  A  shield  with  two  dlTialons :  In  tbe  upper,  on  a  red  fleld,  a 
lion  rampant  poised  for  a  spring,  bearing  on  its  liead  a  crown 
and  with  three  blood  red  Imrs ;  In  the  lower  division,  beneatb 
tbe  above,  a  golden  castle  on  a  field  of  blue;  about  the  border 
of  the  shield  were  ranged  six  black  eagles  on  a  Held  of  sUver, 
end  for  a  heraldic  device  a  large  golden  crown  wltb  the  motto, 
"Fide  et  Pace." 

"  Peralta— iMd.,  p.  882. 
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Nor  did  the  King  forget  the  Fray  Larertzo  de 
BieDTenida.  To  him  he  gave  from  the  royal 
coflFers  five  hmidred  ducats  for  the  purchase  of 
church  ornaments  and  bells,  and  all  the  wine  and 
oil  that  would  be  needed  for  the  space  of  six 
years  by  the  amvents  that  were  proposed  to  be 
founded  in  Costa  Rica."*  For  this  service  he  had 
assigned  thirteen  benevolent  friars.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  1566  Fray  Lorenzo  arrived  at  Car- 
tago,  however,  with  but  two  of  the  Friars — the 
other  eleven  fell  by  the  wayside,  some  in  Spain 
and  others  in  the  Grand  Canary." 

Satisfied  by  the  honors  bestowed  upon  him  by 
the  King,  Juan  Vdzquez  de  Coronado,  with  re- 
newed enthusiasm  and  courage,  prepared  to 
return  to  Costa  Rica.  Fifty-two  volunteers 
offered  to  go  with  him,  among  whom  were  numer- 
ous distinguished  caballeros  of  Salamanca,  uid 
from  the  King  he  souglit  permission  to  take 
along  thirty  husbandmen,  of  whom  only  eight 
reached  Sanliicar  de  Barrameda,  where  all  were 
to  have  been  sent  aboard  the  armada  of  Don 
Cristobal  de  Eraso,  which  was  bound  for 
Tierra  Firme.  On  the  4th  of  October,  1565, 
Juan  Vazquez  de  Coronado  wrote  to  the  King 
from  the  port  stating  that  the  ships  were  ready 
to  set  sail.''     The  departure  must  have  taken 

"Peralta— 46W.,  p.  887. 

■  Lean  Fernflndea— i6M.,  VoL  VII,  p.  1*4. 

■Peralto— iWd.,  p.  887. 
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nnted  liy  KiD(  Thilip  II..  Auku>A  14.  i; 
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place  shortly  afterward,  for  on  the  22nd  it  is 
recorded  that  the  armada  took  refuge  in  Cidiz 
from  a  storm.  But  the  San  Joaepe,  which  car- 
ried the  Adehmtado  and  his  companions,  was 
lost  in  the  tempest,"  with  all  on  board." 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  if  Vazquez  de 
Coronado  had  been  able  to  return  to  Costa  Rica, 
the  fate  of  the  province  would  have  been  far 
different.  It  must  be  said,  however,  that  in 
those  times  the  opinion  prevailed  among  many 
that  the  reports  made  by  him  to  Philip  II.  con- 
cerning the  number  of  Indians  inhabiting  Costa 
Rica  and  the  great  riches  of  the  Estrella  River 
were  much  exaggerated  and  that  for  this  reason 
his  failure  had  been  expected."" 

■/Mrf.,  p.  798. 

"Alonso  de  AnpiclaiiB  de  Gamboa  was  not  aboaj^  tbla  sblp. 

*Tbls  opIniOD  was  espressed  by  Jnan  D&Ttla  In  a  relatloD 
tie  »eDt  to  Philip  II.  in  11166 :  "  R«tnmiiiK  a  second  time  Juan 
VftsqueE  de  Coronado  claimed  to  have  discovered  a  river  of 
great  rlcbness  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Eetralla  and 
from  which  he  said  he  had  extracted  a  quantity  of  gold.  After 
his  discovery  he  set  out  to  bring  the  news  to  Tour  Highness, 
and,  as  I  have  understood  from  persons  who  have  appeared 
at  your  royal  court,  the  said  VAzques  reported  to  Your  High- 
ness a  larger  quantity  than  In  truth  existed ;  wherefore.  It 
Menu  to  me  that  if  he  had  reached  Costarrica  with  such  a 
galaxy  of  gentlemen  and  nobles  as  he  had  with  him  and  they 
had  foond  themselves  deceived,  this  deception  would  have 
resulted  In  their  killing  him  or  perpetrating  upon  him  some 
act  of  madness,  as  has  been  done  In  these  parts  with  those 
who  have  worl:ed  against  your  royal  Interesta" 
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MiOTTsi.  SANCHEZ  DB  GuiDO  Ain>  Pedbo  Vehegas  DE 
LOS  Rfos — C0N8FIBACT  Ahono  the  Indians  to  Re- 
gain Theik  Libbktt — The  Citt  of  Caetaoo  in 
Dangek — FekafAn  de  Ribeea  Sdcceeds  Xizavsz 

»E    CoBONADO PUHISHHENT    OF     THB    REBELS IL- 
LEGAL DiBTKIBUTION    OF   THE   InDIANS FeKAfAn   DB 

RiBBBA  Sets  Out  foe  the  Esteblla  Riteb — Cap- 
tain Juan  Solano  in  the  Valley  of  the  GtiAYMf — 

MUTINT    OF    THB    SOLDIEES PeBAPAn    CBOSSEg    THE 

GbEAT   CoBDILLEBA   in    THB    DlEECTION   OF   THE    PA- 
CIFIC  AND  Reaches  the  CniBiauf  Valleys — The 

ClTT    OF    NOUBBE    DE   JeS^S ^FaILUBB    OF    PbBAFAH 

DB  RlBBBA 

(1565-1578) 

WITH  the  advent  of  Miguel  S^chez  de 
Guido,  governor  ad  interim.,  after  the 
departure  of  Vdzquez  de  Coronado, 
whose  ceaseless  activity  had  kept  the  incipient 
colony  constantly  on  tile  move,  the  inhabitauts 
of  Cartago  hoped  for  a  period  of  repose  while 
they  were  expecting  the  return  of  the  Conquista- 
dor from  court,  bearing  with  him  the  rewards 
the  King  could  do  no  less  than  bestow  on  such 
worthy  servants. 

But,  although  the  climate  of  Guarco  was  re- 
freshing and  most  benign  and  the  valley  pic- 
turesque and  fertile,  many  of  the  essential  ele- 
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ments  for  a  quiet  life  were  lacking.  Provisions 
were  always  scarce  and  there  was  constant  re- 
currence of  outbreaks  among  the  Indians,  who 
could  no  longer  endure  being  forced  to  serve  and 
provide  nourishment  for  the  intruders  who  had 
come  to  despoil  them  of  their  liberty  and  the 
fruits  of  their  labor.  Wearied  of  the  constant 
struggle,  many  of  the  conqvistadorea  lost  pa- 
tience and  sought  other  fields  of  adventure.  The 
province  would  thus  have  become  wholly  de- 
populated but  for  the  arrival  of  Pedro  Venegas 
de  los  Rfos,  treasurer  of  Nicaragua,  who  was 
appointed  Alcalde  mayor,  ad  interim,  of  Costa 
Rica,  in  the  absence  of  Vazquez  de  Coronado. 
Bios  brought  with  him  provisions  for  the  in- 
habitants, and  settlers  to  repeople  the  city. 

The  news  of  the  Adelantado'g  death  put  an 
end  to  the  hopes  that  had  been  builded  upon  the 
capacity  of  this  inteUigent  and  generous  chief, 
and  it  is  not  strange  that  so  imfortunate  an 
event  should  contribute  to  the  increasing  dis- 
content of  the  Indians,  who  had  looked  upon  hun 
as  a  bulwark  of  protection  against  the  rapacity 
and  cruelty  of  the  invaders.  The  greater  part 
of  them  fled  to  the  mountains  to  escape  the 
slavery  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  and, 
finally,  the  Indians  of  Guarco,  Turrialba,  Ujar- 
raz,  Corrosi  and  Atirro  joined  in  a  secret  con- 
federation for  the  immediate  extermination  of 
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the  Spaniards  and  the  recovery  of  their  inde- 
pendence. Of  this  conspiracy  a  cacique  called 
Turichiqui,  who  lived  in  the  Ujarraz  valley,  was 
the  principal  leader. 

The  plot  hatched,  Turichiquf  sent  word  to 
Pedro  Venegas  de  los  Rfos  towards  the  end  of 
February,  1568,  inviting  him  to  his  village  on 
the  pretext  of  adjusting  the  allotment  of  lands 
for  settlement  by  certain  rebellious  Indians  then 
at  large  in  the  forests  and  who  desired  to  come 
in  and  surrender.  Wholly  unsuspicious  of  the 
trap  laid  for  him,  the  Alc<dde  mayor  set  out  with 
ten  men  and  some  Indian  servants.  He  was 
well  received  by  the  cacique,  lodged  in  the 
cacique's  own  house  and  served  with  refresh- 
ments. At  the  conclusion  of  the  repast,  the  In- 
dians proceeded  to  execute  a  war  dance  in  honor 
of  Venegas  de  los  Rfos,  armed  with  stone  battle 
axes,  as  was  their  custom.  The  Spaniards  were 
being  greatly  diverted  by  the  dance,  when,  sud- 
denly, one  of  the  leaders  gave  an  order.  On 
hearing  it,  the  Indians  broke  out  into  war  cries 
and,  at  this  signal,  were  joined  by  many  others, 
who  rushed  from  their  ambush  among  the  reeds 
on  the  bank  of  a  near-by  river,  and  fell  upon  the 
Spaniards.  The  latter  drew  their  swords  and 
bravely  defended  themselves,  but  the  conspira- 
tors succeeded  in  killing  two  half-breeds  and  a 
number  of  Indian  servants  and  seriously  wound- 
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ing  two  soldiers.  Effecting  s  retreat,  the  Al- 
calde mayor  returned  to  Cartage  with  his 
wounded. 

After  this,  the  insurrection  became  general. 
The  city  of  Cartago  found  itself  in  a  most  crit- 
ical situation,  its  inhabitants  few  in  number  and 
the  confederated  Indians  threatening  attack. 
For  better  defense,  the  populace  fortified  itself 
in  the  church,  which  was  the  most  substimtial 
structure  in  the  town,  and,  notice  having  been 
received  of  the  approadi  of  the  new  governor, 
despatched  messengers  to  speed  his  arrival. 

On  the  death  of  Juan  VAzquez  de  Coronado, 
Philip  II.  had  named  as  Governor  of  Costa  Rica 
(July  19,  1566)  Pedro  Afdn  de  Ribera,  a  scion 
of  the  house  of  the  Duke  of  Alcala,  Adelantado 
mayor  of  Andalusia.^  Perafdn  (Pedro  AfAn), 
a  native  of  Castile,  was  a  man  then  some  sev- 
enty-five years  of  age,  and  had  been  in  Honduras 
since  1527.  Under  the  orders  of  Andr^  de 
Cereceda  (Gil  Gonzilez  D^vila's  treasurer  in  the 
expedition  into  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua) ,  he 
had  assisted  in  the  conquest  of  Naco,  and  later 
had  figured  in  important  public  offices,  such  as 
that  of  lieutenant  governor  of  Trujillo,  where 
he  enrolled  himself  as  a  citizen.  With  the  sack- 
ing of  that  city,  in  1559,  by  the  French  corsairs, 
Peraf  dn  had  become  a  ruined  man,  and  the  King, 

*  Peralta — Ooata  Rica,  StcarOffua  V  PanamA,  p.  208. 
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by  way  of  recompense  for  his  services,  had  ap- 
pointed him  Governor  of  Costa  Rica. 

From  Honduras  he  had  entered  Costa  Rica 
by  way  of  Nicoya  and  Cfaomes,  with  his  family 
and  a  few  soldiers,  and  more  than  four  hundred 
head  of  cattle  that  he  had  brought  from  Cholu- 
teca,  and,  proceeding  overland,  had  fotmded  the 
city  of  Aranjuez '  and  the  port  of  Ribera,  en 
route."  When  he  learned  of  the  precarious  con- 
dition of  Cartago,  he  hastened  his  march  and 
succeeded,  with  thirty  or  forty  men,  in  reaching 
the  beleaguered  city  in  time  to  relieve  it,  in  the 
month  of  March,  1568.  These  reinforcements 
enabled  the  Spuiiards  to  take  the  offensive,  and 
to  make  sorties  in  search  of  the  food  of  which 
the  city  stood  in  desperate  need.  Antonio  Pe- 
reyra  led  a  foray  into  the  villages  of  Atirro,  Tur- 
rialba,  Corrosi  and  Cuquerrique  *  and  brought 
them  again  imder  submission.  Later,  the  same 
captain  penetrated  into  the  province  of  the  Abra, 
or  Currirabi,'  and  entered  Barba,  Ujarraz  and 
Toyopin,  and,  locating  his  camp  in  the  valley 
of  La  Cruz,  gathered  from  the  surrounding 

■On  tbe  banks  of  tbe  Aranjuez  Hly«r  aod  near  the  site  of 
the  anctent  town  of  Bnuelas. 

*  At  the  month  of  the  river  where  Pontarenas  now  Is. 

*  Tucurrique. 

'This  province  of  the  Abra,  or  Cnrrlrabfl,  also  called 
Porrosqulrls,  occupied  the  valley  of  Currldabat,  and  was 
bordered  on  the  west  by  AserH,  on  the  east  by  njarras 
(PorroscrlB)  and  on  tbe  northwest  by  Tlces  aod  Barba. 
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plantations  a  considerable  quantity  of  maize. 
As  a  result  of  other  expeditions  that  were  made 
against  the  various  villages,  all  returned  to  their 
allegiance. 

The  uprising  had  spread  as  far  as  the  prov- 
inces of  Pococi  and  Auyaque,  which  had  been 
discovered  and  subjugated  by  Vizquez  de  Coro- 
nado.  Perafan,  therefore,  resolved  to  send  his 
son  Don  Diego  Lopez  de  Ribera,  whom  he  had 
appointed  lieutenant  to  the  Governor,'  to  pacify 
that  country.  The  young  leader  set  out  with 
fifty  men,  among  them  the  famous  captains  Juan 
Solano  and  Alvaro  de  Acufia,  who  for  many 
years  were  noted  as  the  first  cortqmstadores  of 
Costa  Rica,,  until,  indeed,  the  investigations  of 
Don  Leon  Femdndez  and  Don  Manuel  M.  de 
Peralta  dispelled  the  error  propagated  by  the 
Guatemalan  historian,  Domingo  Juarros,  and 
other  Central  Americans  who  followed  in  his 
wake.'  Don  Diego  L6pez  de  Ribera  accom- 
plished his  task  with  hut  Uttle  difficulty. 

*Thlfl  appolDtment  waa  disapproved  bf  Boyal  Decree  ot 
October  29,  IIWS. 

'JaarroB — Eittoria  de  la  Ciudad  de  Outttemal<t,  Vol.  II, 
p.  197;  Felipe  Molina — Botquejo  de  Costa  BIca,  pp.  10  and  81; 
Montflfar~Ae«efta  EUtdrica.  Vol.  I,  p.  300. 

Jnan  Solano  came  to  Coeta  Rica  with  the  lAcenciado 
Cavallftn  in  1660,  and  Alvaro  de  Acufia  arrived  In  abont  ISM. 
Tbe  letter's  name  appears  In  the  list  of  those  proscribed  In 
1B62  for  having  declared  In  favor  of  tbe  tyrantB  Hernando  de 
Gnzm&n  and  Lope  de  Agulrre  In  Pern. 

It  Is  curious  to  note  that  In  spite  of  the  conclusive  worlce  of 
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The  province  pacified,  PerafAn  was  called 
upon  to  overcome  a  more  serious  obstacle  in  order 
to  carry  tJirougb  his  project  of  founding  a  set- 
tlement on  the  Estrella  Biver,  for  the  soldiers, 
anxious  to  secure  the  coveted  reward  for  their 
labors,  threatened  to  quit  the  country  unless  the 
Indians  were  parceled  out  among  them.  From 
the  very  beginning  of  the  conquest,  all  had 
claimed  the  right  to  this  distribution,  Vdzquez 
de  Coronado'  included;  the  Cabildos  of  Garci- 
mufioz  and  Cartago  had  petitioned  for  it.  In 
1562  the  Bishop  of  Nicaragua  wrote  to  the  King, 
making  clear  the  necessity  of  such  an  apportion- 
ment among  the  conqtUstadores."  The  Licenci- 
ado  Landecho,  President  of  the  Audiencia  of 
Guatemala,  addressed  two  letters  to  Philip  II. 
to  the  same  end,*"  but  the  system  of  apportion- 
ment conceived  by  Columbus  had  produced  such 
evU  results,  and  the  Padre  Las  Casas  and  other 
virtuous  men  had  protested  with  such  energy 
against  this  form  of  slavery  which  lent  itself  to  so 
many  abuses  and  cruelties,  that  the  Spimish 
Crown,  at  last  aroused  to  pity,  resolved  to  put 

Sefiores  FernftDdcs  and  Feralta,  tbe  Central  American 
falBtorlaoB  conUnne  to  perpetrate  tbia  error  of  Juarros  as  well 
as  the  no  leas  seriona  mistake  of  saying  that  I>oq  Jorge  de 
Alvarado,  brother  «(  Don  Pedro,  toot  part  In  the  conqaest  of 
Tnrrlalba  and  Saerre  In  1S30. 

'Rlcardo  Fernandez  Ouardla — Cartat  ife  Juan  Tiaqueg  ie 
Coronado,  p.  36. 

*  Peralta — Oofta  Rica,  yicaroffua  v  PanamA,  p.  210. 

"Lefin  Femflndez— MSS. 
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an  end  to  it  by  means  of  laws  for  the  protection 
of  the  Indians. 

In  some  measure  these  laws  did  prove 
to  be  a  bridle  on  the  adventurers  who  had 
been  devastating  these  American  countries  under 
the  pretext  of  diffusing  the  light  of  the  Evan- 
gels— though  a  weak  one,  because,  for  the  most 
part,  the  invaders  had  no  other  purpose  than 
that  of  enriching  themselves  by  despoiling  the 
imhappy  Indians.  If  to  Cavall6n  and  Vdzquez 
de  Coronado  credit  must  be  given  for  conducting 
their  conquest  of  Costa  Rica  within  the  restric- 
tions imposed  by  the  Crown,  this  cannot  be  said 
of  others,  such  as  Juan  P^ez  de  Cabrera,  who 
preferred  to  abandon  his  conquest  because  he 
was  not  permitted  to  carry  it  tiirough  with  fire 
and  sword. 

As  a  result  of  his  prohibition  against  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  Indians — since  they  had  long 
been  looked  upon  as  lawful  prize  by  the  con- 
quiatadores — the  King  was  obliged,  in  justice,  to 
assume  the  responsibility  for  the  expeditions  and 
to  pay  salaries  to  those  who  undertook  them 
under  his  banner;  otherwise  the  conquistadores 
would  have  been  ruined  as  had  been  the  case 
with  those  of  Costa  Rica  whom  Peraf An  found 
in  extreme  poverty  and  more  insistent  than  ever 
in  their  demands  that  the  Indians  be  parceled 
out  among  them.    With  this  object  in  view,  the 
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Cabildo  and  citizens  of  Cartago  had  recourse  to 
the  Audiencia  which  for  the  second  time  the  King 
had  established  in  Panama,  in  1568,  to  supersede 
that  of  Guatemala.  \This  new  Audiencia  ex- 
ercised jurisdiction  from  the  Bay  of  Fonseca,  ex- 
clusive, and  the  Ultia  River,  to  the  Dari^n  River 
(Atrato) ,  exclusive,  and  consequently  the  Prov- 
inces of  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica  were  under 
its  control.  The  Audiencia  consented  to  re- 
munerate the  conqviitadorea,  but  in  the  form 
established  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  governing 
the  subject;  that  is  to  say,  the  Indian  villages  or 
tribes  were  to  be  placed  in  direct  dependence 
upon  the  Crown,  and  for  each  was  prescribed  the 
amount  of  tribute  to  be  paid  in,  and,  out  of  the 
fund  made  up  from  this  levy,  an  annual  stipend 
was  to  be  paid  to  each  of  the  grantees.  It  is  true 
that  this  arrangement  most  effectively  enslaved 
the  Indians,  but  it  at  least  prevented  their  direct 
exploitation  by  actual  masters — an  evil  that  had 
been  as  merciless  as  it  was  unjust  for  them. 

By  an  order  of  the  10th  of  February,  1568, 
the  Audiencia  directed  Peraf  An  to  notify  the  con- 
qvistadores  of  Costa  Rica  of  the  annual  sums 
they  were  to  receive  conformably  with  the  indi- 
vidual merits  and  rank  of  each.  This  provision 
only  evoked  a  general  protest,  for  what  all  de- 
manded were  grants  of  unrestricted  rights  over 
the  Indians,  such  as  had  been  enjoyed  in  times 
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past  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  conquered  American 
countries.  The  GJovemor,  however,  was  not  em- 
powered to  make  such  grants  and  he  so  informed 
the  conquutadores.  The  latter  rejoined  that  un- 
less the  Indians  should  be  turned  over  to  them, 
they  would  abandon  the  province  in  a  hody, 
whereupon  Perafan  pronounced  the  severest 
penalties  against  the  deserters,  but  eventually 
yielded  to  the  demands  of  the  inhabitants,  know- 
ingly committing  a  violation  of  the  law  for  which 
he  ran  the  risk  of  bringing  down  on  his  ovm  head 
a  severe  punishment.  In  January,  1560,  there- 
fore, he  parceled  out  tlie  Indians  among  his 
people,  that  is,  he  gave  to  each  Spaniard  a  cer- 
tain number  of  slaves.  This  distribution  was 
made  effective  in  all  the  villages  discovered  up  to 
that  moment.'^ 

In  order  to  screen,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
irregularity  of  the  Governor's  action  and  give 
to  the  transaction  some  semblance  of  legality, 
the  Cabildo  of  Cartago,"  on  the  4th  of  January, 
adopted  a  resolution  directing  Ferafdn  to  re- 
munerate the  conquistadoreg  for  their  services 
and  turn  over  to  them  the  Indian  villages — in 

"Leftn  Feroftndez — DooumetUos,  Vol.  V,  p,  3, 
^Tbls  cabUdo,  or  municipal  connctl,  was  composed  of  Pedro 
AfAn  de  Ribera,  aoD  of  tbe  Govemor,  and  Esteban  de  Mena, 
alcalde*  ordtaorlos,  Jertnlmo  de  Barros,  royal  treasurer,  Oap- 
tatn  Juan  Solano,  agent  and  overseer  for  the  Grown,  Jnan 
MeJIa  de  Valtadares  and  Juan  Aznar  de  la  Guarda,  regidoret, 
and  Jnan  de  ZArate,  procurator. 
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consideration  of  the  fact  that  "  the  citizens  now 
being  and  residing  in  this  city  and  in  these  prov- 
inces have  discovered  by  their  own  enterprise 
and  at  their  own  expense,  and  by  their  labors,  ex- 
tending over  a  period  of  eight  years,  settled  and 
pacified  these  provinces;  that  they  have  brought 
under  submission  to  His  Majesty  many  domains 
and  have  discovered  yet  others;  that  no  recom- 
pense whatever  has  been  given  them  in  the  name 
of  His  Majesty  in  accordance  with  promises 
made  to  them  in  his  name  and  in  accordance  with 
the  common  practice  throughout  the  Indies;  that 
nowhere  else  has  such  great  labor  been  performed 
nor  such  dilatoriuess  shown  in  the  matter  of  re- 
ward for  merit  and  services,  and  that  all  are  now 
in  great  need  and  without  the  wherewithal  for 
their  support ;  wherefore  they  are  meditating  the 
abandonment  of  this  city  and  province." 

Esteban  de  Mena  and  Juan  Solano  were  com- 
missioned to  call  upon  the  Governor  and  request 
his  presence  at  the  Cabildo.  Ferafan  accepted 
the  invitation  and  repaired  to  the  council  in  the 
company  of  various  of  the  leading  citizens.  The 
procurator,  Juan  de  Zarate,  served  him  with  the 
copy  of  the  resolution  in  the  name  of  the  Cabildo 
and  the  citizens  of  the  city,  and  informed  him  that 
all  of  the  gentlemen  and  soldiers  were  reduced  to 
nakedness,  and  were  unshod  and  hungry.  He 
was  also  told  how  they  had  all  labored  in  tbe 


,.,.d.i.Cooglc 


CONQUEST  OF  COSTA  RICA  m 

service  of  the  King,  and  they  showed  him,  be- 
sides, various  documents  in  which  they  had  been 
assured  of  reward.  For  answer  Perafdn  stated 
that  he  would  consult  his  instructions  and  that 
in  a  short  time  he  would  determine  what  was 
most  expedient  from  the  viewpoint  of  God  and 
the  King.  On  the  following  day  he  called  upon 
the  Cabildo  for  a  detailed  statement  of  all  the 
Indian  villages  which  had  declared  their  alle- 
giance, in  order,  he  said,  "  in  conformity  with  the 
orders  of  His  Majesty,  to  bring  them  under  the 
royal  crown  and  levy  a  tax  upon  them,  and,  from 
the  proceeds  of  this  tax,  to  give  to  each  a  certain 
sum,  to  be  apportioned  according  to  his  rank  and 
the  worth  of  his  labors." 

As  has  been  said,  this  arrangement  was  what 
was  ordered  by  the  King  and  what  Perafdn 
should  have  carried  out;  but  it  is  quite  evident 
that  at  bottom  he  was  in  accord  with  the  citizens, 
who  were  opposed  to  any  adjustment  that  would 
interfere  with  their  unrestricted  exploitation  of 
the  Indians.  The  Cabildo  reassembled  on  the 
8th  of  the  same  month  and  declared  that,  under 
the  conditions  then  existing,  the  province  would 
soon  be  depopulated,  for  the  recompense  pro- 
posed was  not  sufficient.  For  a  second  time  the 
Governor  was  called  in.  The  disadvantages  of 
his  plan  were  set  forth,  and,  in  order  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  end,  a  f  u-ce  was  enacted,  apparently 
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with  the  Gorernor*s  permission,  and  possibly  at 
his  direct  instigation:  "  on  the  10th  of  January, 
at  dawn,  many  of  the  soldiers  assembled  in  the 
plaza  with  their  arms  and  horses,  and  threatened 
to  take  their  departure  unless  the  apportionment 
of  the  Indians  were  conceded  to  them. 

The  Governor  took  measures  to  prevent  their 
going,  and,  that  very  day,  in  view  of  the 
gravity  of  the  situation,  summoned  the  treasurer, 
Jeronimo  de  Barros,  Captain  Juan  Solano  and 
the  Fray  Juan  Pizarro,  superior  of  the  convent 
of  San  Francisco.  Having  made  clear  to  them 
the  critical  state  of  the  province  and  informed 
them  that  in  consideration  of  the  request  sub- 
mitted by  the  Cabildo  he  was  disposed  to  recom- 
pense the  services  of  the  citizens,  on  condition, 
however,  that  it  be  made  in  conformity  with  his 
instructions,  Barros  and  Solano  declared  that  the 
remedy  proposed  was  insufficient  and  that  the 
soldiers,  already  in  the  saddle,  would  surely  leave. 
When  the  opinion  of  the  Father  Superior  was 
asked  he  said :  "  It  would  be  better  to  partition 
the  land  so  that  it  may  not  remain  xmsettled  and 
abandoned,  because,  on  the  one  hand,  no  longer 
is  the  Lord  our  God  or  His  Majesty  served  in 
these  regions — indeed  the  reverse  is  true,  for 
the  natives  have  reverted  to  the  abominations 
practiced  in  connection  with  their  idols,  their 

"  Peralta— Ibid.,  p.  434. 
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dead,  and  their  sacrifices — and,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  evident  that  much  good  may  be  accomplished 
by  this  means  in  the  salvation  of  the  souls  of  these 
infidels,  for,  as  Saint  Gregory  says,  no  greater 
service  can  be  rendered  our  Lord  God  than  by 
bringing  to  His  holy  attention  souls  that  have 
gone  astray." 

After  hearing  the  counsel  of  Saint  Gregory, 
there  was  no  further  vacillation.  On  the  12th 
of  January,  the  Governor  decreed  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  Indians.  Nevertheless,  the  real  con- 
quiatadores  considered  that  they  had  been  tricked, 
for  Perafdn  had  bestowed  the  best  allotments 
upon  his  own  relatives  and  the  people  who  had 
come  with  him  from  Honduras,  among  whom 
were  not  a  few  mestizos  and  mulattoes;  so  the 
old  residents  wrote  to  Philip  II.,  transmitting 
complaints,  and  the  (Jovemor  having  caused  the 
letters  to  be  held  up  at  the  ports,  the  Cabildo 
commissioned  Jer<Snimo  de  Villegas  to  proceed  to 
Panama  and  complain  of  this  discrimination  be- 
fore the  Audiencia.  From  that  city,  Villegas 
wrote  to  the  King  in  June,  1569,^*  making 
charges  against  Peraf^,  and,  as  late  as  1577, 
Fray  Lorenzo  de  Bienvenida  was  protesting 
against  his  inequitable  action :  "  Thus  passed 
Perafdn  de  Ribera  w)io  was  your  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernor in  these  provinces.  He  it  was  who  parti- 
»Peralta-^6«.,  p.  433. 
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tioned  the  entire  land  among  a  little  more  than 
forty  Spaniu-ds  and  the  greater  part  of  these 
men  were  mestizos,  negroes,  and  other  peoples  of 
the  lower  order,  and,  seeing  how  irregidarly  the 
apportionment  was  made  all  hcnorable  men  took 
their  departure;  and  the  forests,  rivers  and  rocks 
were  dehvered  over  to  the  control  of  the  Span- 
iards; and  to  children  under  age  he  gave  the 
Indians.  This  province  cannot  be  appeased  un- 
less a  further  apportionment  is  made  to  the  meri- 
torious." " 

The  hope  of  enriching  themselves,  howev^, 
doubtless  tended  to  calm  the  discontent  among 
the  soldiers.  They  finally  resolved  to  follow  the 
Governor,  who,  undaunted  by  the  great  diffi- 
culties involved  in  such  an  enterprise  or  by  his  ad- 
vanced age  and  infirmities,  was  pledged  to  found 
a  settlement  on  the  banks  of  the  famous  Estrella 
River.  The  necessary  preparations  concluded, 
Perafdn  set  out  towards  the  iNorth  Sea  in 
the  beginning  of  January,  1570,  with  sixty-eight 
Spaniards  and  a  sufficient  force  of  Indian  men 
and  women  servants,  leaving  behind  in  the  dty 
thirty  soldiers  and  a  priest  under  the  orders  of 
Antonio  Alvarez  Pereyra.  Forming  part  of  the 
expedition  were  the  officers  of  the  royal  treasury, 
the  Padres,  Fray  Mart&i  de  Bonilla  and  Fray 
Juan  Pizarro,  and  the  wife  and  sons  of  Ferafan. 
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Don  Diego  !L6pez  de  Ribera  was  appointed  Cap- 
tain-General, and  Juan  Solano,  Ensign-Major. 
Besides  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  cloth- 
ing, the  Goyemor  carried  along  a  number  of  cat- 
tle, sheep,  pigs  and  chickens. 

Reversing  the  course  followed  by  V^izquez  de 
Coronado,  the  expedition  passed  through  Cor- 
rosf,  Atirro,  Teotique,  Chirrip6,  Pococf,  Auya- 
que,  Moyagua,  Tariaca,  Ciruro,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans or  Cicuas,  leaving  all  these  provinces  in 
peace;  but  on  reaching  the  Estrella  River,  they 
found  that  the  native  houses  had  been  burned, 
for  the  Indians,  on  learning  of  the  approach  of 
the  Spaniards,  had  cut  down  the  fruit  trees,  de- 
stroyed the  fields  and  retreated  into  the  forests. 

Only  two  caciques  could  be  found  and  these 
refused  to  supply  Indians  for  service.  PerafAn 
caused  some  huts  to  be  built  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  and  despatched  Juan  Solano  to  Terbi  and 
Quequexque  for  provisions,  but  the  failure  of 
the  food  supply  and  the  desire  to  set  off  in  search 
of  the  Guaymi  valley,  which  had  been  famed  for 
its  riches,  decided  him  to  pursue  the  journey, 
although  against  the  will  of  many  of  the  soldiers, 
and  they  arrived  at  Coxerdn  (also  called  Cox- 
erinducagua) ."  On  the  way,  they  were  called 
upon  to  perform  great  labors,  for  they  were 
forced  to  open  a  road  and  to  carry  the  impedi- 

"In  Almlrante  Bay. 
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menta  on  their  backs  for  lack  of  burden-bearers, 
although  they  were  recompensed  by  finding  a 
good  supply  of  maize  in  the  village,  and  for  some 
time  maintained  theii  camp  at  that  place  whilst 
numerous  excursions  were  made  into  the  sur- 
rounding country  to  bring  the  Indians  into  cap- 
tivity.   None,  however,  was  cau^t. 

Fray  Augustin  de  Ceballos  "  relates  that  Ser- 
geant-Major  MuAoz "  went  into  the  hills  of 
Corotapa  and  took  from  some  huts  "  a  quantity 
of  gold  sufficient  to  fill  two  of  the  chests  in  which 
nails  and  iron  implements  from  Castile  were 
stored,"  and  that,  greedy  for  more,  he  sought  to 
penetrate  farther  into  the  interior  and  left  his 
horde  of  gold  cached  at  the  foot  of  a  tree.  He 
had  barely  gone  a  league's  distance  when  he  was 
fallen  upon  by  Indians  in  such  numbers  that  he 
was  compelled  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  several 
soldiers,  and  "  leaving  his  heart  behind  him  at 
the  foot  of  the  tree  with  his  two  chests  of  gold." 

With  the  same  difScuIties  confronting  him  that 
had  been  encountered  in  reaching  Coxeran,  and 
having  also  to  contend  against  hostile  tribes,  the 
Governor  proceeded  to  the  camp  they  called  El 
Real  de  los  Cafaallos  (The  Camp  of  the  Horses), 
for  there  it  became  necessary  to  eat  the  horses 
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brought  along  by  the  expedition.  Hunger  be- 
came so  intense  that  they  were  driven  to  sus- 
taining themselves  on  unknown  herbs  and  roots, 
and  even  dogs  and  beetles.  The  Governor,  who, 
in  spite  of  his  advanced  years,  did  not  spare  him- 
self fatigue,  set  out  in  person  with  thirty  men 
to  explore  the  surrounding  country  in  search  of 
some  means  of  bettering  conditions  at  the  camp. 
Though  on  the  march  eighteen  soldiers  deserted, 
he  continued  with  the  remaining  twelve  and  had 
the  good  fortune  to  find  maize  plantations  in  the 
village  of  Arariba,  and  immediately  despatched 
a  messenger  to  bring  thither  his  people. 

In  the  meantime  a  serious  upheaval  had  taken 
place  in  the  camp.  The  discontent  engendered 
among  some  by  the  abandoning  of  the  settle- 
ment on  the  Estrella  River  became  each  day  more 
acute.  Great  insubordination  reigned  among 
the  soldiers,  who  refused  to  obey  the  orders  of 
their  leaders,  claiming  that  they  had  received  no 
pay  from  the  King  and  that  their  agreement 
provided  only  that  they  should  reach  the  Es- 
trella, and  there  were  not  lacking  among  them 
some  who  spoke  of  going  over  to  the  Governor 
of  Veragua.  For  lack  of  any  other,  these  mur- 
murings  became  the  "  daily  bread  "  of  the  camp. 
From  the  very  beginning,  indeed,  a  soldier  named 
Vicente  del  Castillo  had  said,  on  the  plain  of 
Corrosi,  that  "  if  it  should  develop  that  there  is 
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no  gold  in  the  Estrella  River,  wrangling  will  be 
seen  in  the  cwnp."  " 

This  soldier  was  one  of  those  who  deserted 
Peraf^  on  the  road  to  Arariba.  Not  contoit 
with  this,  on  his  return  to  the  Camp  of  the 
Horses,  he  with  others  hatched  out  a  plot  to 
abandon  their  comrades.  The  plan  was  to  es- 
cape by  night,  accompanied  by  several  Indian 
servants,  who  were  to  carry  the  provisions  that 
had  been  left  at  Coxer^  and  which  they  pro- 
posed to  stop  for  on  their  way,  but  Alonso  de 
Guido,  informed  of  the  plot,  hurried  to  awaken 
the  Master  of  the  Camp,  Alonso  Rodriguez 
Franco,  and  that  officer  went  at  once  from  mess 
to  mess  to  placate  the  mutineers,  and  begged 
them  to  await  the  return  of  the  Governor.  They 
replied  with  insolence  and  contempt,  yet  the 
Master  of  the  Camp  did  not  dare  to  discipline 
or  disarm  them,  for  the  entire  camp  was  in  a 
turbulent  state.  Only  a  heavy  shower,  falling 
during  the  night,  prevented  the  desertion;  later 
the  mutiny  was  eflfectively  quieted  by  the  arrival 
of  news  that  the  Governor  had  found  the  village 
and  that  provisions  had  been  secured. 

Afterward  the  camp  was  removed  to  Ara- 
riba, but  when  the  Spaniards  went  back  for  the 
supplies,  which  had  been  left  at  the  Camp  of  the 
Horses,  they  were  found  to  be  worthless.     On 

"Leda  Fernfliidez — Documentos,  VoL  III,  p.  203. 
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the  arriTal  at  the  Tillage,  the  Indians,  who  had 
deserted  it,  soon  returned  and  attacked  the  ex- 
pedition. After  a  hotly  contested  battle  result- 
ing in  the  death  of  many  Indians,  victory  rested 
with  the  Spaniards.  These  events  occurred  in 
the  beginning  of  June,  1570.  From  Arariba 
the  Captain  Juan  Solano  set  out  and  pene- 
trated as  far  as  the  plains  and  valley  of  the 
Guaymf.'"  Great  hardships  were  experienced 
on  this  journey,  during  which  Alvaro  de  Acufia 
distinguished  himself  by  being  swept  down 
stream  in  the  Baxca  River  by  a  sudden  freshet 
while  building  a  bridge  and  nearly  losing  his  life. 
Seven  months  had  gone  by  since  the  departure 
from  Cartago — seven  months  of  the  severest 
labor,  of  hunger  and  struggle  against  the 
natives,  and  the  soldiers  saw  no  end  to  their  suf- 
ferings, much  less  the  coveted  riches  they  had 
been  promised.  Instead,  they  found  themselves 
immersed  farther  and  farther  each  day  in  the 
enormous  forest,  impeded  by  deep  marches  and 
rivers  abounding  in  rapids.  To  all  this  were 
added  the  deadly  effects  of  the  climate,  the 
heavy  rains  and  the  lack  of  Indians  for  service. 
Under  such  conditions  it  is  not  strange  that  the 
idea  of  desertion  continued  to  grow  in  Feraf dn*s 
camp. 

The  attempts  to  escape  at  the  Estrella  and  at 

"To  Uie  wmtli  of  ttie  Island  oS  Gscndo  de  Veragoa. 
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the  Camp  of  the  Horses,  the  treachery  on  the 
road  to  Arariba,  had  all  remained  unpunished, 
and  this  very  toleration,  whether  forced  or  vol- 
untary on  the  part  of  the  (iovemor,  served  to 
encourage  the  discontented  ones.  At  Arariba 
they  thought  of  a  new  plan  for  making  their  es- 
cape and  an  effort  was  made  to  put  it  into  execu- 
tion. The  camp  was  located  on  the  bank  of  a 
river  it  was  necessary  to  cross  in  order  to  return 
to  Cartago.  The  river  was  wide  and  there 
were  no  means  of  fording  it,  so,  on  the  2d  of 
August,  ten  or  twelve  began  in  secret  to  con- 
struct a  bridge  that  would  enable  them  to  get 
over  with  their  baggage,  but  a  companion  hav- 
ing denounced  them  to  Ferafan,  he  had  them 
seized  in  flagrante  deUctu  and  proceeded  against 
them  for  treason. 

To  clear  themselves,  the  men  avowed  their 
purpose  to  have  been  to  go  in  search  of  pejihaye$, 
pumpkins  and  chile  on  the  opposite  shores,  where 
these  fruits  were  to  be  found.  The  Governor, 
who  was  determined  to  make  an  example  of  the 
mutineers  in  order,  by  a  single  blow,  to  put  an 
end  to  insubordination,  named  the  Master  of  the 
Camp  as  judge,  and,  the  following  day,  August 
8rd,  Martin  de  Bujedo,  Pedro  Ramirez  and 
Jorge  de  Colmenares  were  condemned  to  death. 
Luis  Gonzalez  de  Estrada  and  Esteban  Ramos, 
attorneys  for  the  accused,  appealed  from  the 
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sentence  to  the  King  and  the  Council  of  the  In- 
dies. Feraf^,  as  appears  from  the  records  of 
the  scrivener,  Francisco  Muiioz  Chac6n,  com- 
mitted the  case  for  trial  at  second  instance  to 
the  Alferez  General,  Juan  Solano,  so  that,  by 
means  of  this  illegality,  it  might  reach  him  for 
decision  at  third  instance.  Again  the  attorneys 
appealed,  praying  him  to  send  the  case  to  a 
higher  court.  The  Governor,  however,  con- 
firmed his  action  and  Captain  Juan  Solano  ad- 
hered to  his  sentence  of  death  on  the  16th  of 
August,  although  for  the  sake  of  appearances 
only  as  will  be  seen  further  along. 

During  the  course  of  these  proceedings  mat- 
ters had  changed  in  aspect.  As  soon  as  the  first 
decision  was  handed  down  by  the  Master  of  the 
Camp,  the  three  condemned  men  complained 
that  they  were  not  the  principal  guilty  ones  and 
Martin  de  Bujedo  confided  to  Dofia  Petronila, 
Peraf dn's  wife,  that  the  instigator  of  the  mutiny 
was  Diego  L6pez  Nieto.  The  lady  referred  the 
matter  to  her  son,  Don  Diego  L6pez  de  Ribera, 
who  went  to  the  prisoners  and  told  them  that  they 
ought  to  discover  the  names  of  the  leaders  of 
the  conspiracy,  because  in  so  doing  they  could 
perhaps  save  their  own  lives. 

Made  hopeful  by  these  words,  Bujedo,  Ra- 
mirez and  Colmenares  told  all  they  knew.  It 
developed  from  their  confessions  that  the  leaders 
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pf  the  mutiny  had  been  Diego  L6pez  and  Vi- 
cente del  Castillo.  This,  then,  was  Perafin's 
reason  for  modifying  the  sentence  of  death  at 
third  instance,  on  the  ITtii  of  August,  and  con- 
denming  the  three  oflFend«*s  to  labor  for  the 
King  for  three  years  in  the  GoTemment  of  Costa 
Rica. 

Diego  L6pez  and  Melchor  de  Salazar,  who, 
it  developed,  was  also  compromised,  managed  to 
make  their  escape.  Later  they  must  have  re- 
turned to  camp,  for  the  first  named  appears 
among  the  founders  of  the  city  of  Nombre  de 
Jesds  and  the  second  in  the  list  of  those  killed 
by  the  Indians.'^ 

Vicente  del  Castillo  alone  was  arrested. 
Pedro  de  la  Torre  presented  his  defense,  but, 
notwithstanding  his  vigorous  efforts,  the  accused 
was  condemned  to  death  by  the  Governor  on  the 
14th  of  August.  Appeal  having  been  denied 
either  to  the  King  or  Audiencia  of  Panama,  the 
sentence  was  executed  the  same  day.  Castillo, 
who  had  given  evidence  of  great  serenity  dur- 
ing his  imprisonment,  protested  to  the  last  mo- 
ment his  innocence  of  the  crime  charged  against 
him.  Nevertheless  to  the  gallows  they  carried 
him,  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  whilst  a  town 
crier  proclaimed:  "This  is  the  justice  meted 
out  by  His  Majesty,  and  by  the  most  illustrious 

"LeCn  Fernflndes — Documento$,  Vol.  V,  p.  42. 
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Lord  Governor  in  his  royal  name,  to  this  man  as 
a  mutineer,  commanding  that  he  be  hanged  for 
his  crime;  as  he  has  acted,  accordingly  shall  he 
pay."  "  On  the  steps  of  the  gallows  the  culprit 
again  protested  his  innocence  and  said  to  Fray 
Martfn  de  Bonilla  and  Fray  Juan  Fizarro  that 
"  as  to  the  predicament  in  which  he  found  him- 
self, and  whether  Our  Lord  should  pardon  him 
or  not,  he  was  not  responsible  for  the  things 
charged  against  him,  nor  had  they  given  him  any 
part  in  the  mutiny,  and  that  he  died  unjustly 
and  he  did  not  know  why."  " 

The  camp  remained  several  months  in  Ara- 
riba.  During  this  time  Don  Ruy  Ldpez  de  Ribera 
and  Captain  Juan  Solano  explored  the  country. 
£ver  in  search  of  better  ground  on  which  to 
foimd  a  city,  Peraf^  pushed  on  to  the  palenque 
of  Corayca  and  there  determined  to  cross  the 
Cordillera  towards  the  Pacific.  The  hardships 
were  terrible;  so  great  were  the  ravages  of  hun- 
ger that  the  expeditionaries  were  driven  to  the 
extremity  of  eating  snakes  and  buzzards.^*  On 
the  sunmiits  of  the  moimtain  ridge  they  encoun- 
tered violent  hurricanes  and  heavy  rains  and 
many  of  the  Indians  died  from  the  cold.  The 
Governor  and  his  wife  were  so  nearly  frozen  that 
it  became  necessary  to  have  them  carried  on  the 

"  IMd.,  Vol  III,  p.  211. 
■/MA,  Vol  in,  p.  213. 
"Feralta— 4Md.,  p.  66& 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


890        HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

backs  of  the  porters,  yet  tiie  expedition  suc- 
ceeded in  making  its  way  out  into  the  plains  of 
Chiriquf,  and,  passing  by  the  villages  of  Duarca 
and  Tarirama,  came  to  a  halt  at  the  village  of 
Tabiquiri,*"  the  Indians  of  'trtiich  belonged  to 
the  apportionment  (encomienda)  of  Crist6bal 
de  Abrego,  a  resident  of  Cartago. 

On  arrival  at  this  village  it  was  discovered 
that  the  vestments  Fray  Juan  Fizarro  had 
brought  along  for  the  celebration  of  mass  were 
missing,  and  that  the  Indian  who  had  had  them 
in  charge  had  been  frozen  to  death  in  tiie  passage 
over  the  Cordillera,  and,  as  this  loss  was  a  great 
affliction  to  the  conqiUstadores,  a  valiant  soldier 
named  Matias  de  Palacios  volunteered  to  return 
for  them.  He  found  them  lying  among  the 
bodies  of  those  who  had  perished  and  at  the  end 
of  three  days,  when  he  had  himself  been  givai 
up  for  dead,  made  his  way  back  to  camp.  From 
Tabiquin  Ferafdn  sent  Don  Diego  Li6pez  de 
Ribera  in  search  of  provisions  and  a  suitable  site 
for  a  city.  The  Lieutenant-General  set  out  Mid 
proceeded  until  he  came  to  a  group  of  pcienguet 
located  among  the  Biritecas,'"  adjacent  to  Nara, 
where  he  secured  a  large  quantity  of  maize  tuid 
other  provisions  of  which  there  was  great  need. 

"Near  the  Panaman  clt7  of  David.     VmMA—Bxpoti   d«* 
Droit*  territoriaum,  p.  SB. 
"Coto. 
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With  the.  supplies  found  among  the  Biritecas, 
it  became  possible  to  go  forward.  Reaching 
Coto  and  Boruca,  the  Governor  there  foxmded, 
on  the  6th  of  March,  1571,  the  city  of  Nombre 
de  Jesus  on  the  meadows  bordering  the  Coto 
River,  now  called  the  Rio  Grande  de  T^rraba, 
or  Diquis  River,  "  about  five  leagues  from  the 
village  of  Coto,  eight  from  A^a  and  ten  from 
the  Bay  of  Coronado  and  Gulf  of  Dulce."  ''' 
The  limits  of  this  city  he  established  as  extending 
"  towards  the  city  of  Cartago  as  far  as  Quepo 
and  its  territory  and  included  within  its  boun- 
daries and  limits  Fococi  and  Aoyaque  and  Tari- 
aca,  Moyagua,  Morore  and  Cicore,  Mohoruboru 
and  Cafoeaza,  and  all  of  the  province  of  Ara  and 
Cicues  and  T^ribi  and  Quequexque,  Cuxerindi- 
cagua,  Arariba,  Zehuron,  Baxca  and  Bioro  and 
all  of  the  province  which  we  have  so  far  dis- 
covered; and  along  the  coast  of  the  Southern 
Sea  toward  Nat£  to  the  limits  of  this  govern- 
ment, in  which  are  comprised  Cobto  and  Bor- 
uca,  Ci'a,  Uriaba,  Xarixaba,  Yabo,  Duarco, 
Tarima,  Tabiquirf,  Cahra  and  its  territory,  Beri- 
cala,  Arexuxa  and  many  other  villages  dis- 
covered and  to  be  discovered."  ^* 

On  the  founding  of  the  city,  a  recount  of  the 
expedition  was  taken.    Of  the  sixty-nine  Span- 

"I^etfn  Tem&nAez—Hittoria  de  Cotta  Rtoa,  p.  112. 
■  lUd.-~Docutnmtos,  Vol.  V,  p.  40. 
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iards  who  left  Cartago,  including  the  Governor, 
thirteen  were  missing:  seven  had  met  their  deaths 
at  the  hands  of  the  Indians  and  four  throu^ 
sickness,  one  had  heen  drowned  and  another  ex- 
ecuted. The  principal  founders  were  Perafdo, 
the  Lieutenant-General,  Don  Diego  L6pez  de 


Ribera,  the  Master  of  the  Camp,  Alonso  Rodrf- 
guez  Franco,  the  Ensign-General,  Juan  Solano, 
the  Auditor,  Francisco  Muiloz  Chac6n,  the 
Agent  and  Inspector,  Esteban  Ramos  Cer- 
vantes, and  Don  Ruy  LiSpez  de  Ribera,  President 
of  the  municipal  council. 

This  city  of  Nombre  de  Jesi^s  must  have  pre- 
sented a  sad  yet  curious  spectacle — the  people 
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wandering  about  unclothed,  for  their  clothes  had 
rotted  on  their  bodies  during  their  peregrina- 
tions of  more  than  two  years  through  the  virgin 
forests,  struggling  incessantly  against  hunger, 
the  terrible  obstacles  of  nature  and  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Indians.  And  all  for  what  end?  Only 
to  arrive  at  the  end  of  the  journey  a  prey  of  the 
direst  misery.  For  this  valiant  effort  of  Peraf^n 
profited  no  one;  his  labors  were  sterile  and  left 
no  traces  other  than  cruel  sufferings  and  lives 
uselessly  sacrificed. 

The  city  once  laid  out  and  the  sites  partitioned, 
the  Grovemor  ordered  Don  Diego  L6pez  de 
Ribera  to  go  among  the  towns  of  the  Spaniards 
and  ask  for  help.  He  found  that  many  great 
changes  had  occurred  throughout  the.  province. 
Since,  from  the  time  of  his  departure,  no  news  of 
the  expedition  had  been  received,  except  a  rumor 
of  its  loss,  that  had  circulated  among  the  Indians, 
the  residents  of  Cartago  had  conveyed  this  in- 
formation to  the  Audiencia,  complaining  at  the 
same  time  of  the  maladministration  of  Pereyra 
and  asking  it  for  assistance  in  their  great  need, 
and,  in  order  to  prevent  the  depopulation  of  the 
province,  the  Audiencia  had  commissioned  Hor- 
tdn  de  Velasco  to  proceed  to  Costa  Rica  with 
supplies.  On  the  return  of  the  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  to  Nombre  de  Jesds  with  the  important 
news,  Perafin  decided  to  send  him  to  Guate- 
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mala  "•  to  give  an  account  to  the  Au^ncia  there 
of  all  that  had  oceuired,  and  to  make  clear  the 
horrible  state  of  poverty  in  which  the  Governor 
and  all  the  inhabitants  were  left.  The  Audten^ 
da,  though  not  accustomed  to  generosity,  re- 
solved, in  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  circum- 
stances, to  concede  to  Perafto  the  Corregimiento 
of  Nicoya,  which  had  attached  to  it  a  salary  of 
two  hundred  pesos  a  year,  with  the  privilege  of 
administering  the  office  through  the  medium  of 
a  lieutenant;  it  also  bestowed  upon  the  soldiers 
five  hundred  pesos  to  he  taken  from  the  tributes 
of  the  Indians  in  Nicaragua  on  condition  that 
they  be  paid  for  within  three  years. 

In  the  beginning  of  1572  the  Governor  re- 
turned to  Cartago  and  in  the  same  year  effected 
the  removal  of  that  city  to  the  sit«  of  the  Mata 
Redonda,  to-day  known  as  Sabana,  to  the  west 
of  San  Jos^.*"  The  townsmen,  who  had  longed 
so  ardently  for  the  valley  of  the  Guarco,  did  not 
find  themselves  any  better  off  now  that  they 
were  there.  The  town,  founded  in  a  soil  of  clay, 
was  converted  during  the  rainy  season  into  a 
swamp,   wherefore   the   nickname   Ciudad   del 

"Tbe  3rd  of  March,  1570,  the  Audienda  of  QuatemalR  was 
reinstated  anew.  It  had  been  reCatabllslied  by  the  law  of  1GS7, 
The  JurlsdlcUon  of  this  Aitdiencia  embraced  the  provinces  of 
Onatemala,  Chiapas,  Hlgueras,  Vorapaz,  Cabo  de  Honduras, 
Nicaragua  and  Coeta  Rica. 

"Leftn  Ferodndez— fl(«(oria  de  Costa  Rica,  p.  11&  Cleto 
Oonzftlez  Vfqnez— Jpuntes,  1st  Beiiee,  p.  92. 
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Lodo  (City  of  the  Mud)  was  bestowed  upon  it. 
-  Nevertheless  some  years  later  Cartage  was  rees- 
tablished in  the  valley  of  the  Guarco,  although 
not  to  its  original  site. 

In  1578,  forced  by  hardships,  Perafdn  finally 
renounced  the  government,  and,  abandoning  the 
province,  went  to  Guatemala,  where  he  was 
unable  to  collect  his  salary  of  two  thousand  pesos 
or  four  hundred  maraved&s.  In  Costa  Rica  he 
had  lost  his  wife  and  one  son.  In  1572,  the 
Audiencia  had  administered  to  him  a  reprimand 
for  not  having  admitted  the  appeals  interposed 
by  the  attorneys  in  the  proceedings  at  Arariba; 
and  with  regard  to  the  illegal  apportionments 
made  by  him  in  January,  1569,  the  same  Audi' 
encia  had  to  confirm  them  on  the  20th  of  July, 
1592. 

By  whatever  criterion  this  Governor  may  be 
judged,  one  can  do  no  less  than  adnure  the  ex- 
tiraordinary  energy  he  displayed  in  his  famous 
expedition  at  an  age  in  which  men  are  wont  to 
think  solely  of  repose;  and  it  is  hard  to  under- 
stand how  an  old  man  of  nearly  eighty  years  and 
bowed  down  with  infirmities  could  have  resisted 
such  terrible  fatigue  and  jwivations.  Even  more 
worthy  of  admiration  was  his  aged  wife,  who, 
refusing  to  be  separated  from  him,  accompanied 
him  through  all  Ms  hardships  until  indeed  she 
gave  up  her  life. 
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On  the  departure  of  the  Governor  there  re- 
mained in  Costa  Rica  but  two  towns:  Cartago* 
with  forty  families,  and  Aranjuez,  with  fifteen. 
The  great  wealth  of  gold  that  had  awakened 
such  bright  hopes  remained  undiscovered.  Nor 
has  it  yet  been  brought  to  light. 
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CHAPTER  XV 

TaLAMANCA,     the     iNDOHITABIiE FhILIP     II.        FiXES 

TBE    BoUNDAXtES    OF    CoSTA    RiCA ThB    TUTEUUT 

Genidb   of  Ameeica — ^The  City  of  Aetieda  and 

THE      GoAYuf      VaLI^T FbAHCIS      DbAXB     ON      THE 

West   Coast   of   the   Kihodoh   of   Gdateuaui — 
The  Rrm  of  Aktieda  Resdltino  fbom  the  Hog- 

TIUTT    OF    THB    AuDIENCU CaFTAJN    JdAH    CaBEAJ, 

EXPLOEEB  AUUBANTE  BaY 

1578-1591 

THOUGH  from  a  general  viewpoint  the 
conquest  of  Costa  Rica  is  regarded  as  hav- 
ing ended  with  the  disastrous  expedition  of 
Feraf^  de  Ribera,  the  history  of  that  conquest 
would  not  be  complete  without  a  relation  of  the 
great  struggles  that  followed  and  which  had  for 
their  theater  the  region  about  Talamanca,  for 
the  fierce  inhabitants  of  that  section  were  never 
reduced  to  vassalage  in  any  permanent  degree, 
either  by  force  of  arms  or  by  the  efforts  of  the 
missionaries  to  bring  about  their  evangelization. 
Talamanca  is  the  name  by  which,  since  the 
first  years  of  the  17th  century,  the  Costa 
Rican  territory  situated  in  the  southeastern  ex- 
tremity of  the  country  has  been  known.  This 
territory  was  then  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
ancient  district  of  Tierra  Adentro,  on  the  east 
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by  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  the  Province  of  Ver- 
agua,  on  the  west  by  the  Great  Cordillera  and  on 
the  south  by  the  same  Frovince  of  Veragua. 
During  the  domination  of  Spain,  Talamanca  ex- 
tended as  far  as  the  island  of  the  Escudo  de 
Veragua  and  the  Chiriqui  or  Calob^bora  River, 
which  constituted  for  two  and  a  half  centuries 
the  boundary  between  the  Province  of  Costa 
Rica  and  that  of  Veragua,  though  since  the  proc- 
lamation of  independence  successive  encroadi- 
ments  by  Colombia  have  forced  back  the  historic 
frontier  to  the  line  formed  by  the  Sixaola  River 
and  its  affluent,  the  Jorqufn  or  Yurquin.  This 
river  Jorquin,  until  a  few  years  ago,  was  believed 
to  be  the  upper  course  of  the  Sixaola,'  but  the 
geographical  error  was  dispelled  by  Dr.  William 
M.  Gabb,  a  noted  American  geologist,  who, 
imder  the  commission  of  the  Costa  Rican  govern- 
ment, during  the  years  1878  to  1873  made  a 
study  of  Talamanca "  and  discovered  the  true 
upper  course  of  the  Sixaola,  the  Indian  name 

'In  Uie  XTth  and  ISUi  centuries  the  Spanlsb  colooista 
In  Costa  Rica  possessed  exact  knowledge  of  tbe  entire  conrae 
of  the  Tarlre  as  a  result  of  their  frequent  excoxsions  into  the 
territory  of  Talamanca,  but  this  knowledge  was  lost  la  the 
19th  century  becaose  of  the  state  of  almost  complete 
abandonment  In  which  that  territory  was  allowed  to  remain 
during  the  first  period  of  the  Republican  regime. 

•Dr.  William  M.  Gabb — Native  Tribes  and  Idiom*  of  Cotia 
Rica.  In  the  Proceedings  of  tbe  ijnertcan  PMIosophlcal 
Society,  Philadelphia,  187S.  ExpieraciAn  de  Talainatti» 
durante  lo$  ailos  1874-187B,  In  the  Analet  del  InttUufo  Firtoo- 
aeogr&fico  HacUmal  de  Costa  Rica,  VoL  V,  1892. 
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for  which  is  Tarire.'  The  Colombian  Govern- 
ment gave  the  name  of  Culebras  to  this  supposed 
stream  Sixaola-Yurquin,  and  also  that  of  Dora- 
dos, or  Doraces.*  These  two  names  are  unknown 
in  Costa  Rica. 

•The  Talamanca  district  of  to-day,  reduced  as 
it  is  to  its  present  narrow  limits  and  despoiled  of 
the  splendid  Almirante  Bay  and  the  no  less  beau- 
tiful Chiriqui  Lagoon,  is  nevertheless  as  pictur- 
esque a  region  and  possessed  of  greater  natural 
riches  than  any  in  Costa  Rica.  It  is  without 
doubt  the  one  in  which  were  enacted  the  most 
important  events  in  the  colonial  history  of  the 
country.  From  the  circumstance  that  almost 
the  entire  population  of  Costa  Rica  is  concen- 
trated upon  a  strip  running  through  the  middle 
of  its  territory  from  one  sea  to  the  other,  it  results 
that  the  districts  situated  to  the  north  and  south 
of  the  Republic,  and  by  which  it  borders  on  Nic- 
aragua and  Panama,  respectively,  remain  al- 
most wholly  deserted  with  the  exception  of  the 
Province  of  Guanacaste;  yet  it  is  unquestionably 
true  that  if  the  Spaniards  had  been  able  to  estab- 

"The  Hosqaltofi  gare  to  the  lower  conrse  of  tbe  Tartre  tbla 
name  of  Slxaola,  which  in  their  Itmgnage  algnlfles  "  Banana 
Biver." 

•El  RepertoHo  CoUmUano,  No.  XLVin.  Bogota,  1882. 
Don  Pedro  Fernandez  Madrid,  In  hia  report  to  the  Colombtan 
Government  on  the  qneatlon  of  the  boundaries  with  Coeta 
Rica,  dated  Norember  29,  1802,  IdentlSea  the  Sixaols  River 
with  the  Culebras. 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


800        HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

lish  themselves  in  Talamanca,  that  region  to-day 
would  be  one  of  the  most  thickly  populated,  ex- 
tensive and  prosperous  in  the  Republic. 
y  That  they  did  not  succeed  was  certainly  not  for 
any  want  of  force  and  perseverance;  they  failed 
only  because,  apart  from  the  tenacious  resistance 
of  the  Indians,  there  were  such  great  natural  ob- 
stacles, and  because — why  not  say  it? — of  the 
extraordinary  ill-fortune  that  attended  all  those 
who  ventured  anjrthing  in  the  original  territory 
of  Veragua.  To  the  resistance  of  the  Indians  of 
Talamanca  the  historian  VAzquez  alludes  when 
he  writes  of  "  the  province  of  Costa  Rica, 
where  the  Indians  are  so  wild  and  warlike  that 
they  have  defended  themselves  and  repulsed  the 
Spaniards  and  conqvistadores  with  greater  valor 
than  any  other  nation  of  the  Indies."  ^ 

The  territory  of  Talamanca,  like  the  rest  of 
Costa  Rica,  is  mountainous  in  the  extreme, 
covered  with  an  exuberant  tropical  vegetation, 
and  irrigated  by  an  infinite  number  of  rivers, 
though  some  of  them  are  obstructed  by  very 
difficult  rapids.  The  Tarire  is  navigable  in  its 
lower  course,  that  is,  in  that  part  of  the  stream 
known  as  the  Sixaola.  It  is  this  river  that  is  the 
soul  of  the  re^on;  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
because  it  constitutes  the  only  natural  highway 
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for  communication  with  the  sea.  With  the  rest 
'  of  Costa  Rica,  Talamanca,  as  far  as  its  geologi- 
cal formation,  fauna,  flora  and  ethnology  are  con* 
cemed,  is  in  perfect  harmony.  In  Chapter  I 
of  this  history,  data  are  given  concerning  its  abo- 
rigines, of  which  there  still  exist  two  small  tribes, 
united  under  the  nominal  authority  of  a  single 
cacique,  who  bears  the  pompous  title  of  King.' 
This  title  is  the  last  thing  remaining  of  that  inde- 
pendence which,  with  such  valor  and  tenacity, 
the  Indians  of  Talamanca  were  able  to  defend 
against  the  Spaniards.  The  data  we  possess  con- 
cerning their  life  and  customs  during  ancient 
times  have  been  handed  down  to  us  by  the  mis- 
sionaries of  the  17th  and  18th  centuries.  Among 
them  were  many  who  paid  with  their  lives  for 
their  apostolic  zeal. 

The  story  of  Christopher  Colmnbus'  discovery 
of  the  Talamanca  country  on  the  6th  of  October, 
1502,  when  he  came  to  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Zoro- 
bar6,  now  called  in  his  honor  Almirante  Bay,  has 
already  been  told — how  he  established  relations 
with  liie  Indians  on  the  coast,  and  afterwards 
made  the  discovery  of  Aburen^  Bay,  or  Cbiriquf 
Lagoon,  and  of  the  river  Guaiga,  Calob6bora,  or 
Chiriqui,  which  later  became  the  boundary  be- 
tween Talamanca  and  the  Province  of  Veragua. 
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An  account  has  also  been  given  of  the  unfortu- 
nate adventures  of  the  valiant  Diego  de  Nicuesa 
in  the  island  known  as  Cayo  de  Agua  in  the 
Chiriqui  Lagoon,  of  Felipe  Gutierrez's  passage 
through  Almirante  Bay,  of  Alonso  Calero's  ex- 
perience in  the  same  waters,  of  the  vicissitudes  of 
the  first  colony  founded  in  Talamanca  by  Her- 
ndn  Sanchez  de  Badajoz,  in  1540,  and  of  the 
failure  of  that  established  twenty  years  later  by 
the  good  Padre  Juan  de  Estrada  lUvago  at 
Bocas  del  Tore  under  the  name  of  Castillo  de 
Austria;  also  of  the  pacific  conquest  of  Tala- 
manca by  Juan  VAzquez  de  Coronado  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1564,  and  of  the  reverses  experienced 
by  Feraflin  de  Ribera  in  the  same  country  a  few 
years  afterward. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  further  upon  these 
events.  We  shall,  therefore,  proceed  with  our 
narrative  of  those  others  that  relate  to  the  un- 
finished work  of  conquest  during  the  colonial 
period — that  is  to  say,  to  the  struggles  of  the 
Costa  Rican  Spaniards  against  the  Indians  of 
Talamanca,  when  the  province  itself  had  been 
pacified  and  subjected  to  a  regime  of  regular  and 
stable  government. 

After  Peraf^  de  Ribera  had  abandoned  his 
government  of  Costa  Rica  in  1578,  the  Audien- 
da  of  Guatemala  appointed  temporanly  as  his 
substitute  Alonso  de  Angudana  de   Gramboa, 
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one  of  the  leading  conquutadores,  who  had 
served  under  the  orders  of  Estrada  R^vago, 
Cavall6n  and  Vizquez  de  Coronado.  Anguciana 
de  Gamboa,  a  rich  gentleman  of  the  city  of  Gra- 
nada in  Nicaragua,  had  been  married  to  a  niece  of 
the  lAcenciado  L6pez  Cerrato,  the  former  presi- 
dent of  the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala.  It  appears 
that  the  Spaniards  of  Costa  Rica  sought  his  ap- 
pointment in  the  hope  that  he  would  be  able  to 
resume  the  work  interrupted  by  Perafin's  dis- 
aster; but  the  new  G^ovemor  ad  interim,  warned 
by  the  reverses  suffered  by  his  predecessor  on  tiie 
coasts  of  the  Atlantic  (the  inhospitality  of  which 
he  knew  from  his  own  experience) ,  preferred  to 
devote  himself  to  a  search  for  gold  mines  on  the 
Pacific  slopes.  The  result  was  unfortunate,  for 
in  this  enterprise  he  sank  some  twenty  thousand 
peao*.  He  moved,  however,  the  site  of  the  city 
of  Cartago  to  the  one  it  occupies  to-day  and 
founded  at  the  mouth  of  the  Suerre  or  Reventa- 
z6n  River  a  port  to  which  he  gave  the  name  Cas- 
tillo de  Austria  in  commemoration  of  ihe  second 
settlement  of  that  name,  established  in  the  same 
place,  by  the  Fadre  Estrada  Rivago  after  the 
failure  of  the  first  attempt  at  Bocas  del  Toro. 
This  third  Castillo  de  Austria  met  no  better  fate 
than  its  two  predecessors. 

In  the  meanwhile,  as  may  well  be  imagined, 
Philip  II.  and  his  Council  of  the  Indies  did  not 
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lose  sight  of  the  famed  riches  of  Costa  Rica, 
when  we  consider  that  in  spite  of  the  calamities 
attending  the  conquistadore*  the  King  renewed 
his  interest.  On  the  18th  of  December,  1578, 
therefore,  he  delivered  a  capitulacidn  to  Captain 
Diego  de  Artieda  Chirino,  whose  chief  object 
was  to  found  an  important  estabUshment  in  the 
rich  gold  country  situated  to  the  southeast  of 
Costa  Rica  which  had  been  conquered  by  Juan 
Vdzquez  de  Coronado.  Under  this  capitidacidn 
the  King  confided  to  Artieda  the  discovery,  paci- 
fication and  settlement  of  Costa  Rica,  and  fixed 
for  all  time,  and  with  due  precision,  the  bound- 
aries of  the  province:  latitudinally  to  extend 
from  one  sea  to  the  other,  and  longitudinally 
from  the  CorreginUento  of  Nicoya  as  far  as  the 
Province  of  Veragua,  including  the  Valley  of 
ChiriquI  on  the  Pacific,  and  from  the  river  San 
Juan  de  Nicaragua  as  far  as  the  same  Province  of 
Veragua  on  tiie  Atlantic.  By  virtue  of  tlus 
delimitation,  which  was  never  subsequently  modi- 
fied by  the  Crown,  Costa  Rica  lost  the  territory 
that  extends  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  the 
San  Juan  River  to  Honduras.  The  Province  of 
Veragua  referred  to  in  the  capitulacidn  is  that 
which  had  been  formed  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
ancient  duchy  conceded  to  Don  Luis  Columbus 
in  1586,  and  which  reverted  to  the  control  of  the 
Crown  twenty  years  later. 
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Diego  de  Artieda  was  a  good  soldier,  who  had 
serred  in  the  Islands  of  Poniente,  or  Philippines 
as  they  are  now  known,  under  the  command  of 
Miguel  Ldpez  de  Legazpi,  witii  the  rank  of  Cap- 
tain of  Arquebusiers  and  Master  of  Camp,  and 
had  fought  valiantly  out  there  against  the  Portu- 
guese. Philip  II.  appointed  him  Governor  and 
Captain-General  of  Costa  Rica  for  life,  with  suc- 
cession to  his  son  or  heir,  at  a  salary  of  two 
liiousand  ducats  a  year;  also  Governor  of  the 
Provinces  of  Nicaragua  and  Nicoya  for  four 
years,  and  AlgiiacU  mayor  of  Costa  ItJca.  On 
him  was  also  conferred  appellate  jurisdiction  in 
civil  and  criminal  matters  coming  up  from  his 
subordinates,  together  with  the  right  to  appoint 
judges  and  civil,  military  and  municipal  author- 
ities; also  the  right  to  subdivide  the  territory 
into  edcaldiag  mayorea,  corregimientog  and  al- 
caldiaa  ordinarias,''  and  to  coin  money,  found 
cities,  construct  fortifications,  and  partition  the 
land  into  farms  and  into  building  lots,  and  to 
apportion  the  Indians.  To  him  and  his  suc- 
cessors he  also  gave  the  ri^ts  in  a  pearl  fishery 
and  other  fishery  ri^ts,  and  relief  from  the  pay- 
ment of  duty  of  almojarifazgo  '  for  the  period 
of  twenty  years,  a  privilege  that  was  also  given 
to  the  entire  body  of  inhabitants  of  Costa  Rica 

'  Tbeoe  terms  have  alreedy  been  defined. 
*Ttie  andoit  doty  of  fonr  per  cent  od  importatlolu  and 
espoitattona. 
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for  the  period  of  ten  yeaxs.  Aa  may  be  seen,  the 
powers  conferred  upon  Diego  de  Artieda  by  the 
Crown  could  hardly  have  been  more  ample. 

On  his  part,  the  new  Groremor  of  Costa  Rica 
obligated  himself  to  sail  from  Spain  with  two 
ships  and  at  least  two  hundred  men,  of  whom  one 
hundred  were  to  be  married,  and  all  well  provide 
with  arms,  and  to  explore  all  the  coast  of  the 
province  along  the  Atlantic  from  the  San  Juan 
River  to  the  Province  of  Veragua,  and  (raai  Ni- 
coya  to  the  same  Province  of  Veragua  on  the 
Pacific  side;  also  to  take  possession  of  these  ter- 
ritories in  the  name  of  the  King  and  reduce  them 
to  allegiance,  to  people  three  cities  in  Costa 
Rica— one  at  the  Bocas  del  Drago,  or  Almirante 
Bay,  another  in  the  valley  of  the  Guarco,  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  and  the  third  in  G^arabito, 
on  the  Pacific  slope.  He  further  undertook  to 
bring  into  the  province  one  thousand  cows,  fifteen 
hundred  female  sheep,  five  hundred  pigs  and 
goats  and  a  thousand  horses  and  mares  within  a 
period  of  three  years.* 

As  this  enterprise  to  which  Captain  Artieda 
proposed  to  devote  himself  was  not  only  difficult 
but  costly,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  nec- 
essary funds  for  carrying  it  through  were  sup- 
plied him,  at  least  in  part,  by  one  of  those  com- 
panies which  at  the  time  had  been  formed  for 

*Le6a  FemAndeE — Dooumemtot,  VoL  T,  p.  SB. 
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such  purposes  and  in  which  the  members  of  the 
Council  of  the  Indies  were  reputed  to  have  been 
interested,  since  they  were  in  a  position  to  secm-e 
the  most  acciirate  information  concerning  such 
affairs. 

Artieda  sailed  from  the  Fort  of  Sui  Lucar  de 
Barrameda  on  the  16th  of  April,  with  two  ships 
and  a  tender,  having  more  than  fulfilled  the  con- 
ditions imposed  by  his  capituladdn.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
persons,  including  men,  women  and  children. 
Among  these  were  several  nobles  and  officers, 
various  relatives  of  Artieda,  a  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
and  two  lawyers,  one  a  son  of  a  judge  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Commerce  of  the  Indies  {Coia  de 
Contratacuin  de  las  Indtag).^"  Andior  was 
dropped  at  the  island  of  Espafiola,  where  sev- 
eral of  the  company  deserted;  thence  he  pro- 
ceeded on  his  voyage,  laying  his  course  toward 
Tierra  Firme. 

The  principal  object  of  Artieda's  enterprise 
was,  as  has  been  said,  the  colonization  of  the  ter- 
ritory in  which  V^dzquez  de  Coronado  had  dis- 
covered the  auriferous  river  called  the  Estrella — 
the  same  territory,  formerly  known  as  Veragua, 
Tvhich  had  formed  the  last  of  Christopher  Colum- 
bus' illusions.  But  we  have  already  seen  how  ill- 
starred  had  been  the  fortune  of  all  those  who  up 
TM.,  Vol  VII,  p.  aa. 
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to  that  time  had  set  foot  in  ib&t  country — as 
though  the  tutelary  genius  of  America  had 
taken  refuge  there  to  make  a  last  stand  in  de- 
fense of  the  independence  of  the  western  hemi- 
sphere— an  irascible  and  cruel  genius  whose 
buffets  before  long  the  new  conquistador  was  to 
receive  in  his  turn. 

Artieda  arrived  at  the  port  of  Bastimentos 
in  Tierra  Firme,  and,  having  left  there  two  ships 
under  the  command  of  Juan  Ortiz  Barriga,  set 
out  in  the  third  for  Nombre  de  Dios,"  where  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  shipwrecked  on  the 
cUffs  near  that  port.  Returning  then  in  a  bark  to 
Bastimentos,  from  thence  he  continued  his  voy- 
age in  the  two  remaining  vessels.  This  first  mis- 
adventure, however,  was  but  a  foreshadowing  of 
what  awaited  him.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Helen 
River  another  ship  was  wrecked  by  running 
aground  and  those  on  board  were  barely  able  to 
save  their  lives,  losing  all  that  they  possessed. 
After  this  the  last  remaining  vessel  was  manned 
to  its  capacity  and  those  who  could  not  go  aboard 
continued  on  foot  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  San 
Juan  de  Nicaragua,  suffering  terrible  hardships 
on  the  way,  and  from  that  place  they  made  their 
way  to  the  city  of  Granada. 

The  disaster  was  complete.  Artieda,  who  had 
been  obliged  to  save  himself  from  the  second 

°  Bastlmentoa  and  Nombre  de  Dols  are  nelghboiing  ports. 
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wreck  by  swimming,  lost  everything  he  pos- 
sessed, even  his  commission  as  Governor.  Un- 
damited  even  by  this,  he  soon  had  three  vessels 
under  construction  in  the  shipyard  at  Granada, 
destined  for  the  expeditions  he  was  projecting  to 
Almirante  Bay  and  the  Valley  of  the  Guaymf — 
which  was  an  undertaking  that  promised  no 
small  difficulties.  Among  them  was  one  raised  by 
the  Governor  of  Veragua,  who  warned  Artieda 
that  as  the  Guaymi  River  was  mider  his  jurisdic- 
tion, the  expedition  must  not  enter  it.  Artieda 
wrote  to  the  King,  informing  him  of  the  claims 
set  up  by  the  Governor  of  Veragua.  There- 
upon Philip  II.,  confirming  the  Council  of  the 
Indies,  by  royal  decree  of  August  80,  1576, 
ordered  the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala  to  sxmimon 
into  its  presence  the  Governors  of  Costa  Rica 
and  Veragua,  and,  after  it  should  have  consid- 
ered their  respective  commissions,  to  deter- 
mine to  which  of  the  two  provinces  belonged 
the  Guaymi  River,  Almirante  Bay  and  the  Bocas 
del  Drago  (Dragon's  Mouths).  The  decision 
of  the  Audiencia  is  not  known,  but  it  was  un- 
questionably in  favor  of  Artieda,  for  he  carried 
out  his  enterprise  with  the  consent  of  the 
Audiencia  itself  and  the  Crown,  and  without 
fxu^er  opposition  from  the  Governor  of  Vera- 
gua. 

Arriving  at  Cartago  on  the  11th  of  Febru- 
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ary,  1576,  Artieda  sent  to  Ncnnbre  de  Dios  from 
Nicaragua  a  frigate  loaded  with  the  products 
of  that  province  to  be  exchanged  for  necessities 
for  his  expedition.  Always  the  Tictim  of 
fatality,  this  frigate,  however,  together  with 
another  that  accompanied  it,  was  captured  at 
the  mouth  of  the  San  Juan  River  by  some  Eng- 
lish pirates,  who  perpetrated  the  crime  of  cas- 
trating two  Franciscan  Friars  who  were  making 
the  voyage  in  them,  and  who  died  in  consequoice 
of  their  injuries.  In  May  Artieda  returned  to 
Nicaragua,  and,  in  November  of  the  same  year, 
the  construction  of  the  ships  having  been  con- 
cluded, left  Granada  in  two  frigates,  a  barken- 
tine  and  a  launch,  with  sixty  men  and  an  ade- 
quate force  of  Indian  servants,  and  put  out  to 
sea  from  the  San  Juan  River,  steering  for  the 
Bocas  del  Drago  in  search  of  the  pirates.  They, 
according  to  information  he  possessed,  had  set- 
tled in  one  of  the  islands  in  Almirante  Bay,  but 
he  failed  to  find  them,  so  returned  to  the  con- 
tinent, entered  the  Guaymi  River  {now  called 
Chiricamola,  or  Cricamola)  and  two  leagues  and 
a  half  from  its  mouth  f oimded  the  city  of  Artieda 
del  Nuevo  Reino  de  Navarra."  Shortly  after- 
ward, leaving  the  embryo  colony  in  command 
of  a  deputy.  Captain  Francisco  Pavdn,  he  em- 
barked anew  for  Nicaragua,  where  he  arrived 

"Lean  FemAndez — DocumetUoB,  Vot  V,  p.  91. 
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much  weakened  by  illness.  His  purpose  was  to 
send  men  and  provisions  from  this  point  to  the 
new  city.  This  he  did,  using  a  frigate  that  left 
Granada  laden  with  all  that  was  needed. 

Captain  Favdn,  on  the  dth  of  March,  1578, 
took  possession  of  the  Guaymf  Valley,  situated 
nine  leagues,  more  or  less,  away  from  the  city 
in  the  upper  waters  of  the  river  of  that  name.^' 
This  valley  of  the  Guaymi  was  the  same  that 
Juan  V&zquez  de  Coronado  had  searched  for 
so  diligently  because  of  the  riches  for  which  it 
was  famed,  and  had  already  been  explored  by 
Captain  Juan  Solano  in  1570  under  the  orders 
of  Feraf^  de  Ribera.  Here  the  Spaniards 
found  some  Indian  huts  and  many  plantationis  of 
maize  and  pejibaye».  In  the  meanwhile,  the 
Governor  was  already  preparing  to  return  to 
Costa  Rica  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  road 
from  the  city  of  Cartago  to  that  of  Artieda,  in 
order  to  give  to  the  latter  settlement  the  desired 
impetus,  when  he  received  imperative  letters 
from  the  Au^encia  of  Guatemala,  conmianding 
him  to  appear  before  that  body  to  answer  cer- 
tain accusations  presented  against  him  by  vari- 
ous Individuals  of  Nicaragua.  This  was  the  first 
manifestation  of  the  ill  will  toward  Artieda  on 
the  part  of  the  always  afterwards  hostile 
Audienda  of  Guatemala.     The  Governor  set 

"/Bid.,  Vol  V,  Pl  W. 
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out  immediately,  but  the  diarges  against  him 
turned  out  to  be  unfounded  and  the  Audienda 
was  forced  to  absolve  him.  Nevertheless,  as  a 
result  of  his  enforced  absence  from  Nicaragua 
and  Costa  Rica,  he  was  unable  to  give  proper  at- 
tention to  the  city  of  Artieda,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants had  dispersed  by  the  end  of  1578.  Having 
returned  to  Nicaragua,  however,  Artieda  was 
already  at  work  rehabilitating  his  enterprise 
when  an  event  of  the  gravest  moment  occurred 
to  frustrate  his  plans. 

On  the  17th  of  March  there  had  sailed  from 
the  port  of  Caldera  in  Costa  Rica,  with  Panama 
as  its  destination,  a  vessel  loaded  with  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  province,  and  carrying,  among  other 
passengers,  two  pQots  sent  by  the  Viceroy  of 
Mexico  for  the  run  between  Tierra  Firme  and 
China."  On  the  20th  of  the  same  month  of 
March,  while  the  ship  was  passing  between  the 
island  of  Cafio  and  the  coast,  it  was  confronted 
by  a  small  boat,  manned  by  English  corsairs, 
well  armed,  which  made  its  appearance  from  a 
large  cove.'"  At  that  point  was  riding  at  anchor 
a  big  ship  carrying  fourteen  gims  of  large  cali- 
ber, its  captain  no  less  a  person  than  Sir 
Francis  Drake.     Already  this  adventurer  had 

"Manuel  U.  de  Peralta — boita  Rica,  Nicaragua  v  Panam4, 
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penetrated  into  the  Pacific  through  the  Strait 
of  Magellan,  and,  having  sacked  on  his  way  the 
ports  along  the  coast  of  South  America,  had 
just  arrived  off  the  coast  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Guatemala,  and,  continuing  his  triumphal  voy- 
age»  made  other  captures  along  the  coast  of  the 
ProTince  of  Guatemala  and  afterwards  sacked 
the  port  of  Acapulco  in  Mexico. 

Although  information  received  from  every 
source  indicated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
corsair  to  proceed  to  China,  the  Audiencia  of 
Guatemala  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  impos- 
sible and  that  after  wintering  at  some  port  in 
the  north,  he  would  return.  Fewing,  therefore, 
tiiat  this  would  be  the  case,  it  resolved  to  prepare 
to  give  chase.  With  this  object  in  view,  the 
Audiencia  gave  orders  to  raise  troops,  found 
cannon,  enroll  all  classes  of  turns  and  assemble 
at  the  port  of  Istapa  a  fleet  comprising  five 
ships.  The  lAcenciado  Valverde,  President  of 
the  Audiencia,  proceeded  to  that  port,  where 
also  arrived  Don  Diego  de  Herrera,  commandant 
of  the  forces  of  Guatemala,  Don  Diego  de  Guz- 
xa&n,  in  command  of  the  San  Salvador  forces,  and 
Diego  de  Artieda,  in  his  capacity  of  Admiral  of 
the  Armada;  but  when  it  was  attempted  to  name 
a  general  to  take  command  of  all  the  forces,  the 
Audiencia  preferred  Don  Diego  de  Herrera. 
Artieda,  disgusted  by  what  he  conceived  to  be 
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partiality,  asked  permission  to  return  to  Nicara- 
gua, which  was  granted.  Don  Diego  de  Guz- 
min  was  appointed  Admiral  in  his  place  and 
Drake  proceeded  quietly  on  bis  course  to  Cali- 
fornia. 

Artieda  afterwards  undertook  to  carry  for- 
ward the  reestahlishment  of  the  city  be  bad 
founded  on  the  Guaymi,  but,  in  the  succeeding 
years  of  bis  goTemment,  lacked  time  because  of 
the  necessity  for  defending  himself  from  the 
persecutions  of  tbe  Audiencia,  which  appears  to 
hare  originated  in  an  impeachment  proceeding 
instituted  by  Artieda  against  his  predecessor, 
Angueiana  de  Gamboa,  a  nephew  of  tbe  deceased 
Licenciado  Cerrato,  and  which  was  a  proceeding 
that  resulted  most  disastrously  for  Artieda. 
For  after  bis  acquittal  in  the  first  action  against 
him,  Artieda  was  again  accused  and  condenmed 
to  two  years'  suspension  from  office,  with  a  fine 
of  two  thousand  pe»os.  And,  as  though  that 
were  not  enough,  the  judges  of  the  Audienda 
never  tired  of  tbeir  efforts  to  discredit  him  in 
their  letters  to  the  King. 

On  tbe  other  band,  tbe  Cabildo  of  Cartago 
and  the  Franciscans — among  them  Fray  Lo- 
renzo de  Bienvenida — expressed  themselves 
favorably  towards  Artieda,  depicting  -bim  as  a 
good  and  pious  man.  The  same  Licenciado  Val- 
verde,  in  bis  letter  to  tbe  King  on  the  8th  of 
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September,  1579,"  says  that  he  is  a  "  leading 
man  and  a  valiant;"  but  it  appears  that  the 
esprit  de  corps  was  stronger  than  justice  in  the 
mind  of  the  Audiencta.  It  did  not  rest  until 
poor  Artieda  was  downed.  At  the  same  time 
that  he  was  suspended  from  his  employment, 
he  was  accused  of  failure  to  fulfill  his  capitula- 
cidn  and,  not  content  with  this,  the  Audiencia. 
in  1590,  appointed  the  Licenciate  VeUzquez 
Ramiro  Visiting  Judge  of  Costa  Rica,  GovemOT 
ad  interim  and  judge  of  the  impeachment  pro- 
ceedings against  Artieda,  with  the  special  duty 
of  seeking  a  port  in  the  province  better  suited 
than  Nombre  de  Dios  for  discharging  the  fleets 
coming  out  from  Spain. 

For  this  purpose  VeMzquez  Ramiro,  in  1591, 
despatched  Captain  Juan  Cabral  to  make  the 
necessary  exploration.  Cabral  set  out  from  Car- 
tago  with  Captain  Pedro  Florez  and  some 
soldiers,  and  explored  the  coast,  especially 
Almirante  Bay,  as  far  as  the  Guaymf  River, 
where  the  city  of  Artieda  had  been  located. 
They  followed  up  the  river  to  its  upper  waters, 
and,  crossing  the  Cordillera,  came  out  into  the 
Chiriqui  Valley  on  the  Pacific  side.  During 
this  journey  they  underwent  great  hardships 
and  suffered  much  from  hunger.  ^^ 
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CHAPTER  XVI 

The  Citt  of  Santiago   dk  Talamanca — Itb  P»o»- 
PBRiTT — The  AneLANTADo  Don  Gonzalo  Vizovex 

de  coronado rltim  of  the  citt  of  santiago  de 

Tat.amanca — Faildbe  of  the  Rbconqcbst 

1591-1618 

OVERWHELMED  by  lawsuits  and 
bowed  down  by  grief,  Diego  de  Artieda 
died  in  Guatemala  in  1501,  and  was  even 
pursued  beyond  the  grave  by  the  Au^enda,  by 
means  of  an  attachment  of  bis  prop«i;y.  While 
the  King  was  considering  the  appointment  of  his 
successor,  the  province  was  governed  by  Barto- 
lom6  de  Lences,  Gonzalo  de  Palma  and  Captain 
Antonio  Alvarez  Pereyra,  one  of  the  old  con- 
quistadoreg,  all  named  ad  interim  by  the 
Audiencia  of  Guatemala.  On  receipt  of  the 
news  of  Artieda's  death,  the  King  conferred  the 
Government  of  Costa  Rica  on  Don  Fernando 
de  la  Cueva  for  twelve  years  on  the  same  terms 
as  those  under  v^ch  it  had  been  held  by 
Artieda,  and,  on  the  2dth  of  the  same  month, 
delivered  a  capitvladdn  to  Cueva  wherein  the 
latter  undertook,  within  four  years,  to  conclude 
the  conquest  of  the  territory  of  the  province  and 
to  found  in  it  a  new  city. 
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This  Governor  did  not  arrive  in  Costa  Rica 
until  March,  1595.  Neither  he  nor  his  prede- 
cessors ad  interim  ever  attempted  anything  in 
the  territory  that  Artieda  had  sought  to  colonize, 
^^on  Fernando  de  la  Cueva  died  at  Cartago  in 
1599  and  was  succeeded  provisionally  by  the  Ade- 
lantado  Don  Gonzalo  Vazquez  de  Coronado,  son 
of  the  famous  conqueror  of  Costa  Rica,  who  gov- 
erned the  province  until  the  arrival  of  the 
proprietary  governor  in  May,  1604. 

This  last  bore  the  name  of  Don  Juan  de 
Ocon  y  Trillo.  He  was  a  man  of  energy  who 
had  served  against  the  Moors  in  the  Alpujarraz 
Mountains  and  in  the  galleys  of  Spain.  With 
his  arrival  the  hope  which  the  colonists  of  Costa 
Rica  had  always  cherished  of  settling  on  the  At- 
lantic territories  and  of  possessing  themselves  of 
their  riches  was  revived,  for  the  new  governor 
imsheathed  his  sword  at  the  very  first  opportu- 
nity. It  happened  that  the  Moyaguas,  Vicettas 
and  other  Indians  in  the  Valley  of  the  Duy  had 
attacked  the  Tariacas,  who  had  declared  their 
allegiance  to  Spanish  dominion,  and  that  many 
of  the  latter  had  been  killed  or  made  prisoners. 
The  Tu-iacas  having  thereupon  repaired  to  Don 
Juan  de  Oc6n  y  Trillo  for  assistance,  he  raised 
a  body  of  troops  to  punish  the  outrage,  naming 
as  the  leader  of  the  expedition  Captain  Don 
Diego  de  Sojo  y  Pefiaranda,  a  citizen  of  Car- 
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tago  and  nephew  of  Artieda,  with  whom  he  had 
come  frran  Spain  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

So  jo  penetrated  into  the  country  of  the  re- 
bellious Indians,  vanquished  them,  punished  the 
guilty  leaders  of  the  aggression  against  the 
Tariacas  and  established  himself  in  the  village 
of  Ateo,  whence  he  despatched  Captain  Pedro 
Florez  to  the  heights  of  Viceita,  where  he 
captured  the  principal  cacique,  Quirtgrama, 
who  was  most  warlike.  After  this  he  imme- 
diately set  about  the  conquest  of  the  Valley  of 
the  Day '  and  reduced  it  also  to  subjection. 
Dafirima,  cacique  of  Usabaru,  then  proposed  to 
So  jo  that  the  Spaniards  remain  in  that  country 
to  prevent  a  reopening  of  the  war  between  the 
diiferent  tribes,  which  would  otherwise  be  re- 
sumed after  their  departure.  Readily  acquies- 
cing in  the  plan,  Sojo  laid  it  before  his  men,  ex- 
plaining to  them  the  advantages  offered  by 
the  establishment  of  a  settlement  in  that  beau- 
tiful valley,  where  there  were  muiy  Indians  and 
an  abundant  food  supply,  also  good  timber  for 
the  building  of  ships. 

Some  of  the  Spaniu^  approved  the  idea; 
others  replied  that  before  reaching  a  decision  they 
must  know  whether  there  was  a  near-by  port  site 

■  Between  tbe  Slxaola  and  Cbangnlnola  rivers,  and  near  ttra 
sea,  flows  a  small  river  tbat  atlll  preserves  the  name  of  Dnruy, 
or  Duis.    Tlda  river  empties  Into  the  Sand-Saod  la^tooo. 
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through  which  they  would  be  able  to  establish 
commerdal  relations  with  the  kingdom  of  Tierra 
Firme.  To  remove  all  doubts  on  this  point,  Sojo 
ordered  Captain  Pedro  F16rez,  who  bad  been  as- 
sociated with  Juan  Cabral,  to  explore  the  Tarire 
River  down  to  the  sea.  This  exploration  pro- 
duced good  results  and  thereby  removed  the  ob- 
jection urged  against  the  project.  Thereupon 
on  the  10th  of  October.  1605,^  he  founded,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Tarire  River,"  the  city  of 
Santiago  de  Talamanca,  which  he  thus  named  in 
commemoration  of  his  birthplace  in  Castle.* 
After  laying  out  the  plans  of  the  cily,  Sojo  dis- 
tributed building  sites  among  the  inhabitants  to 
be,  and  the  Ateos,  Viceitas,  Quequexques,  Ter- 
rebes,  Usabartis,  Mimaguas,  Xicaguas,  Suca- 
ques  and  Cabecaras  Indians,  all  of  whom  had 
been  subjected  to  the  power  of  Spain,  were  ap- 
portioned among  them. 

He  appointed  a  Cabildo  composed  of  Captain 
Pedro  Florez,  Sergeant  Martin  de  Belefio, 
NicoUs  de  Rodas,  Sira6n  Sanchez,  Juan  de 
Araya,  with  Diego  de  Sosa  as  scrivener,  and  set 
ap^:  public  land  for  the  city,  fixing  as  the 

*Le6n  FemAtides — Documentot,  VoL  V,  p.  116L 
'There  la  a  well  fonnded  suppoalUoD  Uiat  tbe  site  on  wUdi 
tbe  ctt7  at  SanUoKO  de  Talamanca  was  located  Is  ttmt  now 
called    Snretlu,    or    Tsarftknb.      (See    H.    Plttler— Vombre* 
peogrAftcoi  de  Coata  Rica,  I.  Talamanca,  p.  87.) 

'The  vUlage  of  Talamanca  In  tbe  Province  and  diocese  of 
HadiU. 
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boundaries  of  its  jurisdiction  *'  latitudinslly,  all 
the  territory  from  the  summit  of  the  Cordillera, 
to  the  North  Sea  "  (Atlantic  Ocean) ,  *'  and  Icm- 
gitudinally  from  the  TarJre  River  and  the  ford 
that  is  crossed  going  from  the  said  city  to  the 
Province  of  Tariaca,  all  the  land  extending  to 
the  east,  throughout  the  length  of  that  prorince, 
to  the  Escudo  de  Veragua,  which  is  the  boundary 
that  divides  this  Government  from  that  of  Vera- 
gua." "  As  will  be  seen,  this  delimitation  con- 
forms in  its  entirety  with  that  established  by 
Philip  II.  for  the  Province  of  Costa  Rica  when 
that  monarch  conferred  upon  Diego  de  Artieda 
the  office  of  governor  thereof. 

After  the  founding  of  the  city,  the  T^rrebes 
and  Quequexques  Indians  rose  in  insurrectioQ 
and  killed  four  Spaniards  who  were  found  in 
their  territory.  Among  them  were  the  Alderman 
Martin  de  Belefio,  and  Perafin  de  Ribera,  son 
of  the  former  governor  of  that  name.  Sojo 
asked  Don  Juan  de  Ocon  y  Trillo  for  assistuice 
in  suppressing  the  rebellion  and  the  latter  sent 
reinforcements  from  Cartago  which,  in  company 
with  the  forces  of  Sojo  and  a  goodly  number  of 
Indian  auxiliaries,  marched  against  the  insur- 
rectionists. After  a  fierce  encounter  in  which 
the  caciques  of  Aoyaque  and  Ateo,  allies  of  the 

•  Le6n  PernAndes — Documentoi,  Vol.  V,  p.  126. 
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Spaniards,  lost  their  lives  and  several  soldiers 
were  wounded.  So  jo  succeeded  in  suppressing 
the  revolt.  With  the  execution  of  the  leaders 
peace  was  reestablished. 

The  successful  outcome  of  Sojo's  campaign 
gave  birth  to  the  hope  that  the  final  submission 
of  the  warlike  Indians  of  the  Atlantic  coasts  was 
at  last  an  accomplished  fact,  and  a  notable  im- 
petus was  given  thereby  to  the  new  city  of  Santi- 
ago de  Talamanca.  Undertaking  with  mudi 
zeal  the  conversion  of  the  Indians,  Fray  Juan 
de  Ortega,  a  Franciscan  who  had  accompanied 
the  expedition,  established  churches  in  the  vil- 
lages of  Usabaru,  Ateo  and  Moyagua.  In  the 
city  another  church  and  a  Franciscan  convent 
were  built.  The  Spanish  inhabitants,  with  the 
aid  of  the  Indians,  planted  fields  of  maize,  cacao 
and  fruits,  and  started  cattle  ranches.  A  very 
profitable  trade  was  soon  established  with  the 
Kingdom  of  Tierra  Firme,  whence  ships  bear- 
ing money,  clothing,  wine  and  other  articles 
arrived  at  Talamanca,  and  took  back  in 
exchange  maize,  sarsaparilla,  swine,  jHta' 
cabuya''  and  other  products  of  the  soil.  All 
the  native  tribes  of  the  region,  as  far  as  the 
Tilorio  or  Changuinola  River,  rendered  service 
to  the  conqvMtadores,  but  those  occupying  the 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


SSa         HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

shores  of  Almirante  Bay,  as  far  as  the  Escudo 
de  Veragua,  were  still  unsubdued. 

Sojo  remained  in  charge  of  the  government  of 
the  city  sixteen  months.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  Cartago  to  ask  the  Gov- 
ernor for  mimitions  of  war  and  reinforcements 
with  which  to  prevent  an  uprising  of  the  Indians, 
who  had  begun  to  get  restless.  Don  Juan  de 
Oc6n  y  Trillo  raised  a  force  for  this  purpose, 
but,  in  place  of  Sojo,  named  as  lieutenant  at 
Talamanca,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1607,  his  own 
son.  Captain  Don  Pedro  de  Ocon  y  Trillo,  who 
appeared  before  the  Cabildo  of  the  city  of  San- 
tiago on  the  31st  of  August  of  the  same  year 
and  assumed  possession  of  his  diarge.  The  new 
-  lieutenant  showed  much  activity.  He  built 
houses,  and  a  shipyard  in  which  were  afterwards 
constructed  several  frigates  for  the  trade  witii 
Tierra  Firme.  He  had,  however,  remamed  at 
his  post  but  four  months,  when  he  was  replaced 
by  Captain  Alonso  de  Bonilla,  one  of  the  first 
of  the  amqviatadorea,  who  had  come  to  Costa 
Rica  in  early  youth. 

Captain  Bonilla  left  Cartago  in  December, 
1607,  with  soldiers  and  munitions  of  war.  On 
his  arrival  at  the  city  of  Talamanca,  he  learned 
that  Captain  Cristdbal  de  Aguilar  Alfaro,  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Governor  of  Veragua,  had  just 
made  his  appearance  in  that  city,  having  ar- 
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rived  in  a  frigate  with  the  apparent  intention  of 
entering  the  Estrella  River  (Tilorio,  or  Chan- 
guinola),  discovered  in  1564  by  Vazquez  de 
Coronado.  When  Bonilla  wrote  this  news  to 
Governor  Oc6n  y  Trillo,  the  latter  hastened  to 
take  the  necessary  measures  to  repel  any  tres- 
pass by  his  neighbors  on  the  territory  to  the 
north  of  the  Escudo  de  Veragua,  which  was  the 
frontier  between  the  two  provinces;*  but  the 
Governor  of  Veragua  did  not  insist  upon  his 
unfounded  pretensions,  thereby  avoiding  a  con- 
flict that  might  have  had  grave  consequences. 
For  the  defense  of  the  city  Alonso  de  Bonilla 
immediately  constructed  a  substantial  wooden 
fortress,  which  a  few  years  later  was  to  render 
most  important  service. 

Day  by  day,  because  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
and  the  remunerative  trade  with  the  Kingdom 
of  Tierra  Firme,  the  prosperity  of  the  new 
colony  of  Talamanca  increased;  yet  this  very 
prosperity  only  made  more  potent  the  desire 
possessed  by  all  to  reduce  to  submission  the 
tribes  about  Almirante  Bay  that  were  still  in- 
dependent and  in  whose  territories  it  was 
believed  would  be  found  the  famous  gold  mines 
of  which  for  so  many  years  the  Spaniards  had 
dreiuned.    Only  this  great  undertaking  required 

'LeOQ  FemAndes— i)ooumenlos,  YoL  V,  p.  149. 
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a  considerable  outlay  and  Governor  Octe  y 
Trillo  was  a  poor  man. 

The  Adelantado  T>aa  Gonzalo  V^uez  de 
C<Ht>nado,  howerer,  believed  that  he  could  carry 
through  the  work  begun  with  such  assurance  by 
his  father  more  than  forty  years  before  and  be- 
sought the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala  in  1607  to 
entrust  to  him  the  conquest  of  the  IndJMis  of 
Almirante  Bay,  a  project  that  now  appeu^d 
more  feasible,  if  he  should  take  for  the  base  of 
operations  the  new  city  of  Santiago  de  Tala- 
manca.  It  was  easy  for  him  to  secure  the 
wherewithal  for  his  enterprise,  not  alone  because 
of  his  office  of  Adelantado,  which  imposed  on 
him  the  obligation  of  defending  and  extending 
the  frontiers  of  the  province,  but  also  because  of 
the  intimate  friendship  he  enjoyed  with  the 
President  of  the  Avdiencia  of  Guatemala,  Dr. 
Alonso  Criado  de  Castilla,  who  had  already 
favored  him  on  many  occasions. 

Don  Gonzalo  Vdzquez  de  Coronado  was  well 
liked  in  the  Province  of  Costa  Rica,  of  which  he 
had  been  Governor  ad  interim.  During  his  gov- 
ernment he  had  constructed  a  road  from  Car- 
tago  to  the  Chiriqui  valleys  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  traffic  by  miUeback  which  the  Provinces  of 
Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua  carried  on  with  that 
of  Panama,  and  this  work  of  great  public  utility 
was  a  good  point  in  his  favor.    But  if  Don  Gon- 
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zaio  inherited  from  his  father  an  admirable 
generosity  towards  his  soldiers,  this  was  not  the 
case  as  to  the  other  good  qualities  of  the  con- 
qvistador.  He  was  indolent  and  had  a  greater 
fondness  for  the  attractions  of  card  playing  and 
pretty  women  than  for  the  rude  work  of  con- 
quest; and  as  he  was,  moreover,  advanced  in 
years  and  in  poor  health,  he  doubtless  lacked 
also  the  spirit  which  had  induced  him  to  enlist 
voluntarily  in  the  Armada  that  was  assembled 
at  Guatemala  to  repulse  Drake  in  1579. 

In  the  year  1601  Dr,  Alonso  Criado  de  Cas- 
tilla,  with  a  view  to  opening  the  road  to  Chiriqui, 
had  authorized  Don  Gonzalo  to  reduce  to  sub- 
jection all  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  Province  of 
Costa  Rica  as  far  as  Veragua.  In  1608,  basing 
his  action  on  this  precedent,  he  renewed  the 
authorization  with  special  reference  to  the  con- 
quest of  those  that  occupied  the  borders  of  AI- 
mirante  Bay.  Governor  Ocon  y  Trillo,  holding 
himself  to  be  injured  by  this  measure,  placed 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  Adelantado,  which, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  lack  of  energy  and 
the  inactivity  of  the  latter,  brought  about  the 
collapse  of  the  enterprise  and  produced  discord 
between  them  and  the  friends  of  both — a  discord 
that  becMne  more  acute  because  of  the  serious 
events  occurring  at  that  time  in  Cartago. 

Don  Pedro  de  Villareal,  Bishop  of  Nicaragua 
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fmd  Costa  Rica,  came  to  visit  the  diocese  in 
1608.  This  was  the  first  time  that  a  Bishop  had 
set  foot  in  the  Province  of  Costa  Rica  and  it  was 
natural  to  suppose  that  his  presence  would  have 
been  most  efficacious  in  pacifying  discordant 
elements;  but  Don  Pedro  de  Villareal  was  a 
prelate  of  exceptionally  bad  character  and  did 
nothing  but  fan  the  fiame.  Under  the  pretext 
that  the  Governor  occupied  in  the  church  a  status 
above  that  warranted  by  his  rank,  he  provoked 
a  series  of  incidents  that  caused  great  scandal, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Audiencia  of 
Guatemala  held  the  Governor  to  be  in  the  right, 
he  insisted  that  the  latter  should  remove  his  seat 
from  where  it  was  located.  Ociin  y  Trillo,  who 
on  his  part  was  a  man  of  very  little  patience  and 
possessed  of  a  lofty  idea  of  his  position  and  no-  ' 
bility,  for  he  was  descended  from  knights  of 
the  Banda  Dorada^  forcefully  rejected  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  Bishop,  and  not  only  treated  the 
priest  who  came  to  present  than  as  a  rogue  and 
a  rascal,  literally  pushing  him  out  of  his  pres- 
ence, but  informed  him  ^t'he  would  continue 
to  occupy  his  seat,  and,  if  necessary,  even  install 
it  on  the  high  altar.  As  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, the  enemies  of  tiie  Governor,  who  were 
by  no  means  few  in  number,  ranged  themselves 

*A  knlghtbood  founded  by  King  AUodbo  XI.  of  Gaetlla 
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on  tbe  side  of  the  Bishop,  uid  Cartago  was  con- 
verted into  a  hotbed  of  quarrels. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1608,  Uie  situation 
had  become  so  strained  between  the  Governor 
and  the  Bishop  that  as  the  latter  was  leaving 
the  church  of  San  Francisco,  accompanied  by 
a  great  suite  of  priests,  friars  and  laymen,  after 
a  service  and  pontifical  investiture,  Don  Juan 
de  Oc6n  y  Trillo,  accompanied  by  his  son,  Don 
Sebasti^  Chac6n  de  Luna,  Captain  Juan  de 
Mestanza,  a  sheriff,  and  several  other  persons^ 
all  with  drawn  swords,  fell  upon  the  Bishop's  fol- 
lowers, arresting  his  Major-domo,  Don  Gas- 
par  de  Quevedo,  and  lodging  a  complaint  against 
him;  whereupon  the  Bishop  sought  to  have  the 
proceeding  quashed  by  the  royal  court.  The  Au- 
dienda,  on  receipt  of  the  petition  presented  for 
this  purpose  by  the  Bishop,  despatched  Judge 
(Oidor)  Martin  Lobo  de  Guzmin  to  Costa 
Rica  to  take  cognizance  of  the  case.  The  Gov- 
ernor and  his  companions  were  sent  to  prison 
and  their  property  attached,  but  afterwards  the 
late  term  absolved  them  all  and  restored  their 
confiscated  salaries  to  all  who  were  public  func- 
tionaries. This  judgment,  and  others  like  it, 
demonstrate  the  jealousy  with  Clinch  the  mon- 
archs  of  Spain,  in  spite  of  their  ardoit  Cathol- 
icism, defended  the  supremacy  of  the  royal 
authority   against   the   encroachments   of   tbe 
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clergy.  So  much  was  this  so  that  one  of  the 
points  always  inrestigated  in  impeachment  pro- 
ceedings against  the  autiiorities  was  whether 
they  had  permitted  the  intervention  of  eccle- 
siastical judges  in  matters  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Crown. 

According  to  a  letter  from  Don  Gonzalo  Vaz- 
quez de  Coronado  to  Dr.  Don  Alonso  Criado  de 
Castilla,"  Governor  Oc6n  y  Trillo  was  so  siUy 
that  he  hardly  knew  bis  right  hand  from  his  left, 
hut,  discarding  all  exaggeration,  it  is  evident  that 
he  possessed  more  force  of  character  than  clever- 
ness. His  deficiency  in  the  latter  quality,  how- 
ever, was  supplied  by  the  astuteness  of  his  secre- 
tary, Jeronimo  Felipe,  who  skillfully  steered  him 
through  his  wrangles  with  the  Bishop  and  in 
such  manner  as  to  obstruct  the  conquest  of  the 
Adelantado.  The  few  soldiers  the  Adelantado 
had  inveigled  into  his  service  were  intimidated 
by  threats  and  the  officers  were  disheartened  hy 
assurances  that  Oc6n  y  Trillo  himself  had  so- 
licited the  conquest  directly  from  the  King,  and 
that  he  momentarily  expected  the  arrival  of  the 
royal  decree  conferring  upon  him  the  rig^t  to 
undertake  it.  By  this  means  he  managed  to 
persuade  a  number  of  persons,  among  others 
Captain  Juan  de  Mestanza,  who  had  arrived 

"ArchivoB  Nadoniiles  de  Costa  Rica.  Seccl6n  HlaUrltt- 
Onatemala,  Leg.  III.  Exp.  024. 
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with  Don  Gonzalo  from  Guatemala,  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  w^s  the  very  character  Miguel 
de  Cervantes  Saavedra  makes  the  object  of  his 
satire  in  chapter  VII.  of  his  Viaje  del  Pamaso  " 
("Journey  to  Parnassus"),  published  in  1614. 
As  the  Adelantado  could  do  nothing  with  the 
Governor,  he  repaired  to  his  good  friend  Dr. 
Alonso  Criado  de  Castilla  for  extrication  from 
his  difficulties  and  the  latter  complied.  Un- 
doubtedly arbitrary  and  unjust  as  was  such 
a  measure,  since  it  had  no  other  object  than  to 
favor  a  friend  to  the  prejudice  of  a  man  who  had 
succeeded  in  founding  there  a  substantial  and 
prosperous  city  where  so  many  others  had  failed, 
Castilla  issued  a  royal  order  appointing  the 
Adelantado  Governor  and  Captain-General  of 
the  valley  of  the  Duy  and  placing  in  his  juris- 
diction the  city  of  Santiago  de  Talamanca.  Don 
Gonzalo,  after  remaining  inactive  for  several 
months  at  Santiago  de  Talamanca,  had  returned 
to  Cartago  leaving  the  organization  of  his  enter- 
prise in  charge  of  the  Master  of  Camp,  Don 
Diego  de  Sojo,  who  had  converted  himself  into 
an  adversary  of  Oc6n  y  Trillo,  from  the  moment 

"  Llegd  Joan  de  MAstanza.  cUra  7  soma 
De  tanta  emdicUn.  donalre  y  gala, 
Qne  no  buy  muerte  d1  edad  que  la  coDBOina. 

Apolo  le  arraiicO  de  GnaUmala 
Y  le  tmjo  en  su  aynda  para  of^isa 
De  la  caoalla  en  todo  estremo  mala. 


,t,.,.d.i.  Google 


880        HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

the  latter  took  from  him  the  government  of  the 
city.  For  lack  of  soldiers,  Sojo  «)uld  at  first  do 
nothing,  but  the  AdeUmtado  informed  him  of  the 
momentarily  expected  receipt  of  his  appointment 
as  Governor  of  the  Duy,  and,  profiting  by  the 
fact  that  at  the  time  there  was  no  lieutenant  to 
the  Governor  of  Costa  Rica,  he  negotiated  with 
the  members  of  the  Cabildo  of  the  city  of  Tala- 
manca,  all  of  nhom  were  bis  friends,  with  the 
result  that  they  consented  to  place  some  men 
at  his  disposal  under  the  pretext  that  this  would 
serve  to  bring  in  from  their  hiding  places  in  the 
forests  the  Indians  of  the  subjected  tribes  who 
were  not  rendering  service  to  their  masters. 

So  Sojo  set  forth  with  twenty-eight  soldiers 
and  proceeded  to  the  villages  of  Moyagua  and 
Xicagua,  which  had  been  pacified.  There  he 
caused  to  be  brought  into  his  presence  the 
Indians  who  had  withdrawn  to  the  woods  and 
ordered  that  some  should  have  their  ears  cut 
off  and  others  their  hair,  the  latter  punishment 
being  the  greatest  possible  affront  he  could  have 
offered  to  his  victims.  Among  the  mutilated  In- 
dians were  two  ceiciques  of  Moyagua.  After  this 
he  at  once  removed  to  Cab6car,  where  he  was  well 
received.  At  this  place  he  learned  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  temple  where  there  was  a  number  of 
golden  idols,  and,  doubtless,  as  an  appreciation 
of  the  hospitality  received,  despatched  in  secret  a 
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mulatto  slave  of  his,  accompanied  by  three  Indian 
servants,  to  steal  the  treasure.  In  this  be  was 
successfuL 

The  Indians,  being  abready  justly  indignant 
against  Sojo,  could  not  endure  this  last  outrage. 
The  Ateos,  Viceitas,  T^rrebes  and  Cab6caras  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  Guaycor^,  cadque  of 
Sucaca,  and  of  Samamard,  u$6kar  or  high  priest 
of  Cabecar/'  and  fell  upon  the  camp  of  the— 
Spaniards  by  surprise  at  dawn  of  the  29th  of 
July,  1610,  killing  two  and  wounding  eight, 
among  the  latter  being  the  Alcalde  Juan  Fer- 
nandez, who  lost  both  his  hands  and  received 
seven  wounds  in  the  head,  and  the  Padre  Juan 
de  Ortega.  Sojo,  with  much  difficulty,  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  off  the  Indians  and  fortified 
himself  as  best  he  could.  After  several  days, 
given  over  to  the  care  of  the  wounded,  be  was 
relieved  by  two  cacique»  from  Xicagua  and 
Moyagua  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  their  sub- 
jects, and  then  pushed  on  to  Doyabe,  a  place 
situated  four  leagues  from  Talamanca  city.  As 
it  was  necessary  during  th?  march  to  repel 
numerous  attacks  of  tbe  insurrectionary  Indians, 
the  munitions  of  war  became  exhausted.     At 

"Tbe  Mt4kar  or  high  piieat  of  tbe  Talamanca  Indians 
always  realdea  among  Uie  CaMcans.  the  tribe  that  enjoja 
anpremacj  Id  religion.  William  M.  Gabb — THbus  y  LenguM 
JndigeHM  de  Tatamanca,  In  LeOn  Fernftndes — Documentoa, 
Vol  m.  p.  32S. 
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Doyabe  Sojo  received  the  news  that  the  city 
was  besieged  by  the  rebels  and,  acting  on  the 
decision  of  a  council  of  war,  retired  to  Tariacs 
in  Tierra  Adentro. 

The  situation  of  the  city  could  not  have  been 
more  precarious.  After  the  attack  on  Sojo,  the 
confederated  Indians  marched  on  Santiago  de 
Talamanca,  killing  on  their  way  all  the  Span- 
ish men,  women  and  children  who  were  found 
in  the  fields,  and  laid  siege  to  the  city  and  set 
it  on  fire.  The  inhabitants,  to  the  number  of 
120  persons  of  all  ages,  took  refuge  in  the  fort 
of  San  Ildefonso,  built  a  few  years  before  by 
Alonso  de  Bonilla,  and  by  this  means  alone  were 
enabled  to  save  their  lives.  The  Indians  then 
tried  to  fire  the  fort  by  shooting  flaming  arrows 
into  the  roof,  though  in  this  they  did  not  suc- 
ceed. 

In  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  the 
Cabildo  resolved  to  ask  help  from  the  city  of 
Cartago.  A  messenger,  evading  the  besiegers, 
succeeded  in  making  his  way  out,  and  arrived  at 
his  destination  seven  days  later.  The  letter  from 
the  Cabildo  was  received  at  Cartago  on  the  8th 
of  August,  1610.  Instantly  the  church  bells 
rang  out  a  summons  to  the  inhabitants  to  meet 
in  open  municipal  assembly  {cabUdo  abierto). 
The  meeting  was  attended  by  the  Governor  and 
other  authorities,  the  ecclesiastics  and  several  of 
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the  old  conqiiistadores,  among  them  the  aged 
tniptain,  Juan  Solano,  companion  in  arms  of 
CavallfSn,  of  Juan  VAzquez  de  Coronado  and 
Perafdn  de  Ribera,  who  enjoyed  the  affection 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  province.  As  the  as- 
sembly resolved  that  full  powers  be  given  the 
Governor  in  order  that  he  might  despatch  the 
help  asked  for,  Oc6n  y  Trillo,  without  the  loss 
of  a  moment,  got  together  a  small  force,  and, 
setting  out  the  following  day,  went  as  far  as 
Turrialba,  from  which  point  he  returned  to  Car- 
tago  for  reinforcements.  The  expedition  then 
proceeded  towards  Talamanea  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Diego  del  Cubillo,  who  was 
appointed  Lieutenant  to  the  Governor,  and  of 
the  Master  of  Camp,  Don  Sebastian  Chac6n  de 
Luna,  and  arrived  at  Santiago  de  Talamanea 
on  the  21st  of  August,  The  Indians,  when  they 
beard  of  the  approach  of  the  troops,  raised  the 
siege  and  Don  Diego  de  Sojo  was  enabled  to 
return  from  Tariaca  and  take  refuge  in  the  city. 
Scarcely  were  they  freed  from  the  menace  of 
the  insurgent  Indians  when  tiie  citizens  of  Tal- 
amanea found  themselves  involved  in  a  further 
conflict.  Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  re- 
lieving force,  Don  Gonzalo  Vdzquez  de  Coro- 
nado received  his  appointment  from  Guatemala 
and  forthwith  sent  to  Sojo  bis  commission  as 
Lieutenant  to  the  Governor,  in  order  by  tiiis 
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means  to  forestall  a  similar  appointment  by 
Oc6n  y  Trillo.  The  messenger  overtook  the 
soldiers  at  ChirTip6;  but  their  captain,  Di^^  de 
Cubillo,  informed  of  what  had  taken  place,  re- 
lieved him  of  his  despatches.  The  Cabildo  of 
Santiago,  which  was  inimical  to  Oc6n  y  Trillo, 
and  had  notice  that  the  royal  commission  from 
the  President  of  the  Audiencia  was  already  in 
the  hands  of  the  Adelantado,  refused  to  receive 
Captain  Cubillo  as  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  Cartago,  and,  on  the  11th  of  September, 
granted  recognition  to  Don  Diego  de  Sojo  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  (Jovemor  Ocon  y  Trillo  had 
appealed  in  the  matter  to  the  King  before  the 
President  of  the  Audiencia,  a  proceeding  whidi 
imder  the  law  had  the  effect  of  suspending  the 
appointment  of  the  Adelantado.  Thereupon 
Cubillo  brought  action  against  the  members  of 
the  Cabildo  and  placed  them  under  arrest,  but  a 
few  days  later  returned  to  Cartago  with  his  com- 
mand and  left  the  city  under  the  control  of  Sojo. 
Again  thrown  upon  their  own  resources,  the 
inhabitants  of  Talamanca  awaited  in  vain  the 
help  so  urgently  besought  from  their  new  Gover- 
nor, Don  Gonzalo  Vdzquez  de  Coronado — for  be 
was  unable  to  send  them  any — and  so,  fearful  of 
another  Indian  uprising,  they  abandoned  the 
country  and  returned  to  Cartago.  Thus  disap- 
peared  the   cily   of   Santiago   de   Talamanca, 
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which  had  had  an  existence  of  five  years  and  had 
promised  to  become  the  most  prosperous  settle- 
ment in  the  Province  of  Costa  Rica.  The  re- 
sponsibility of  the  lamentable  failure  rests  in  the 
first  instance  upon  the  President  of  the  Audien- 
cia  of  Guatemala,  who,  through  friendly  com- 
plaisance, had  placed  it  under  the  authority  of 
a  man  notoriously  incapable.  The  abominable 
conduct  of  Sojo  and  the  dissensions  among  the 
Spaniards  completed  the  disaster,  which,  among 
many  other  evil  consequences,  entailed  an  enor- 
mous loss  in  territory  to  Costa  Rica. 

The  ruin  of  the  city  of  Talamanca  was  bruited 
abroad  throughout  the  entire  kingdom  of  Gua- 
temala. The  Audiencia,  considering  the  gravity 
of  the  matter,  resolved  that  one  of  the  judges 
should  make  a  visit  to  the  Province  of  Costa 
Rica.  To  this  end  it  detailed  Don  Pedro  S^- 
chez  Araque,  who  arrived  at  Cartago  on  the 
80th  of  April,  1611,  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
Tierra  Adentro,  the  region  contiguous  to  Tala- 
manca, to  investigate  the  situation  and  see  what 
could  be  done.  SAnchez  Araque  reached  the  con- 
clusion that  the  rebellious  province  must  be  im- 
mediately reconquered,  and,  on  his  return  to 
Cartago,  organized  for  Uiis  purpose  an  expedi- 
tion of  seventy  men,  which  he  placed  under  liie 
orders  of  the  Master  of  Camp,  Don  Diego  de 
Sojo,  and  of  Captains  Miguel  de  Villalobos  and 
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G^vez  Caballero,  and  of  the  judicial  commis- 
sioner, Santiago  de  Le6n.  On  the  animal  of  the 
expeditionaries  at  the  hamlet  of  Tariaca,  whidi 
for  many  years  had  been  reduced  to  submissitm, 
they  found  it  depopulated  and  learned  that  these 
Indians  also  had  joined  the  rebels.  For  this 
reason  they  did  not  dare  to  go  forwu-d  and  sent 
back  to  Cartago  for  reinforcements.  Governor 
Oc6n  y  Trillo  then  set  out  in  person  for  Tariaca 
on  the  27th  of  July,  1611,  at  the  head  of  a  force 
of  thirty  men.  Unfortunately,  that  happened 
which  could  easily  have  been  foreseen.  Disputes 
having  arisen  between  the  Gk)Temor  and  Don 
Diego  de  So  jo,  the  opening  of  the  war  was  de- 
layed, the  provisions  were  exhausted  and  the 
files  were  reduced  by  desertion.  Oc6n  y  Trillo, 
who  had  only  come  out  to  bring  the  reinforce- 
ments, returned  to  Cartago,  and  Sojo,  though  in 
his  capacity  as  leader  of  the  expedition  of  recon- 
quest  under  obligation  to  remain,  did  like- 
wise some  time  later.  Meanwhile,  Don  Pedro 
Sdncfaez  Araque  had  removed  to  Nicaragua  and 
there  at  the  end  of  November,  1611,  received 
news  of  Sojo's  retirement.  He  instantly  sent 
pressing  orders  to  the  leading  cities  of  Nicara- 
gua to  enlist  soldiers  and  get  together  munitions 
of  war  for  the  service  of  the  King  and  the  re- 
lief of  the  Province  of  Costa  Rica. 

The  people  of  Nicaragua  responded  to  the 
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call  with  great  good  will.  Some  presented  them- 
selves in  the  capacity  of  volunteers  and  many 
contributed  money,  arms,  munitions  of  war,  pro- 
visi<»is  and  other  necessities.  In  contrast  with 
this,  Don  Gonzalo  V&zquez  de  Coronado,  in 
whose  charge  the  conquest  of  Talamanca  had 
been  placed,  when  summoned  by  SAnchez  Ara- 
que  to  aid  in  the  enterprise,  excused  himself 
therefrom  on  the  pretext  of  his  infirmities  and 
poverty.  The  Audiencia  thereupon,  on  the  18th 
of  March,  1612,  named  Pedro  de  Oliver,  Alcalde 
mayor  of  Verapaz,  as  leader  of  the  new  expedi- 
tion. This  officer  proceeded  to  Nicaragua,  and 
thence  set  out  by  land  for  Costa  Rica  at 
the  head  of  a  few  men.  In  the  month  of  June  a 
frigate  also  set  sail  from  Granada,  bound  for 
Talamanca,  with  forty  soldiers  under  the  com- 
mand of  Don  Sebastian  Chac6n  de  Luna.  Cha- 
c6n  de  Luna  disembarked  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tarire,  and,  leaving  several  of  his  men  there  on 
board  the  frigate,  set  out  with  the  balance  and 
proceeded  to  the  place  where  the  city  of  Santi- 
ago had  been;  this  he  found  deserted.  On  his 
part,  Pedro  de  Oliver  left  Cartago  with  two  com- 
panies of  infantry  and  joined  Chac6n  de  Luna 
at  the  point  where  the  latter  had  established  his 
quarters. 

He  at  once  took  up  the  task  of  bringing  up  the 
provisions  and  war  supplies  that  had  been  left 
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<m  the  frigate — an  undertaking  attended  with 
extr^ne  difficulties.  The  Spanish  soldiers  and 
the  Indian  auxiliaries  fell  sick,  many  of  them 
dying,  and,  in  spite  of  the  reinforcements  re- 
ceived from  Tierra  Adentro  and  Cartago,  it 
became  impossible  to  begin  the  campaign.  In 
despair  Oliver  and  Chac6n  de  Luna  decided  to 
proceed  to  Cartago  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
infantry.  On  their  way  they  had  several  en- 
counters with  the  Indians  and  in  one  of  them 
ChaciSn  de  Luna  was  seriously  wounded  in  the 
throat.  A  small  garrison  was  left  behind  at  Tal- 
amanca  under  the  command  of  Captain  Juan 
Solano,  son  of  the  conquistador  of  that  name, 
but  this  garrison,  weakened  day  by  day  by  lack 
of  provisions,  sickness  and  desertion,  lost  no  time 
in  abandoning  its  post,  retiring  to  Tierra  Aden- 
tro, and  the  projected  reconquest  of  Talamanca 
failed.  Dr.  Sanchez  Araque  then  ordered  the 
Governor  of  Costa  Rica  to  establish  a  permanent 
garrison  in  Tierra  Adentro  to  guard  this  r^tm 
agamst  the  attacks  of  the  rebels.  In  1618  Tar- 
iaca  was  garrisoned. 
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CHAPTER  XVII 

RsBELLIONB    OF    THS    INDIANS    OF    TlERBA    AdENTKO 

Fkojects  roK  the  Reconqdest  of  Taijuianca — 
The  Gai.lant  Don  Rodbioo  Akias  Mai-bonajdo — 
The  MABQinsATB  of  Talahanca 

1615-1664 

THE  triumph  of  the  Indians  of  Talamanca* 
who  had  succeeded  in  regaining  their  lih- 
erty,  was  repeated  in  the  contiguous  coun- 
try of  Tierra  Adentro,  which  extended  from  the 
hamlet  of  Teotique,  famous  as  the  theater  of 
Diego  Gutierrez*  defeat  and  death  in  1544,  to 
the  left  bank  of  the  Tarire  River.  Thus  it  was 
that  in  1615  the  Indians  of  Tariaca  in  their  turn 
revolted,  that  place  being  garrisoned  at  that  time 
by  some  soldiers  attached  to  Don  Gonzalo  V&z- 
quez  de  Coronado,  who  was  still  dreaming  of  the 
reconquest  of  his  lost  Talamanca  government, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  despatch  an  armed 
for(»  against  the  rebels  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Juan  de  las  Alas,  who  subdued  them  and 
brought  back  as  a  prisoner  the  cacique  Don  An- 
tonio Carebe.  A  number  of  Indians  were  con- 
demned to  death  and  others  severely  punished. 
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In  the  following  year  a  new  rebellion  broke 
out  in  Tierra  Adentro,  headed  by  Bartolo  Xora, 
and  Captain  Juan  de  las  Alas  was  entrusted 
with  its  suppression.  Informed  that  Xora  had 
approached  as  near  as  San  Mateo  de  Chirrip6, 
he  detailed  Lieutenant  Juan  de  Acufta,  with  but 
four  men,  to  arrest  him.  Xora  fled  to  Payegua, 
fortified  himself  there  with  his  people,  and  simi- 
moned  his  Talamanca  allies,  whereupon  Acuiia 
found  it  necessary  to  double  back  on  Teotique. 
Here  Juan  de  las  Alas  came  to  join  him  and 
Acufia  set  out  again  for  Chirrip6  with  twelve 
soldiers,  arriving  at  the  moment  at  which  the  In- 
dians were  preparing  to  bum  that  village,  and 
its  church,  which  was  served  by  a  Franciscan 
friar.  Xora  then  retired  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Matina  River  and  thence  proceeded  a  second  time 
to  Payegua,  where  the  Spaniards  afterwards  de- 
feated him  and  took  him  prisoner.  The  Gover- 
nor condemned  him  to  death  in  company  with 
other  Indian  chiefs. 

The  Spaniards  had  barely  laid  down  their 
arms  when  it  became  necessaiy  to  take  the  field 
again  to  contend  with  a  third  uprising  in  Tierra 
Adentro.  The  Aoyaques,  Cureros  and  Hebenas 
Indians,  inhabiting  the  banks  of  the  Tw-ire, 
arose  in  insurrection  in  the  same  year,  1616. 
They  burned  the  church  at  Aoyaque  and  killed 
its  curate,  the  Franciscan  Friar  Rodrigo  P6rez. 
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This  done,  they  disinterred  the  bodies  of  three 
caciques  that  had  been  buried  in  the  cemetery  of 
the  church  and,  following  their  own  custom,  con- 
ducted funeral  ceremonies  over  them,  accom- 
panied by  sacrifice  of  Indian  slaves.  They  then 
immediately  proceeded  to  Guisiri  and  Hamea, 
burned  them,  profaned  the  churches  and  sacred 
objects,  killed  a  number  of  Christianized  Indians 
and  carried  off  as  prisoners  twenty  women  and 
ten  children.  The  Governor,  Don  Juan  de  Men- 
doza  y  Medrano,  went  forth  in  person  against 
them  with  sixty  soldiers  and  a  force  of  Indian 
auxiliaries  on  a  punitive  expedition.  He  had 
several  engagements  with  the  rebels  and  finally 
conquered  tiiem,  taking  prisoners  the  cacique 
Don  Coreneo  and  eighty  of  his  subjects.  On  his 
return  to  Cartago,  he  transferred  the  garrison 
of  Tariaca  to  San  Mateo  de  Chirrip6,  where  it 
remained  until  1709.  On  the  three  expeditions 
of  which  an  account  has  been  given,  so  many 
cruelties  were  inflicted  upon  the  Indians  that 
when  knowledge  of  them  reached  the  Audiencia, 
that  tribunal  ordered  that  proceedings  be  insti- 
tuted against  Governor  Mendoza  y  Medrano 
and  that  he  be  brought  under  arrest  to  Guate- 
mala. 

The  continued  uprisings  in  Tierra  Adentro, 
which  forced  the  Spaniards  to  live  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  kept  alive  the  desire  to  reconquer 
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the  Indians  of  the  Talamanca  country,  by  -wbox 
influence  they  were  undoubtedly  swayed.  In 
1617  Captain  Diego  del  Cubillo,  of  whom  moi- 
tion  has  already  been  made  in  this  history,  re- 
paired to  the  court  at  Madrid  to  ask  that  this 
conquest  be  confided  to  him; '  but  the  Council  of 
the  Indies  decided  against  his  petition  on  the 
authority  of  the  King's  order  that  sudi  under- 
takings should  only  be  carried  out  by  the  mis- 
sionaries and  through  the  medium  of  evangelical 
preaching.  However,  that  which  the  King  of 
Spain  ordered  was  not  always  what  was  per- 
formed in  America.  Thus  it  was  that  the  Gov- 
ernor Don  Alonso  del  Castillo  y  Guzmin,  ^o 
succeeded  Mendoza  y  Medrano,  being  of  opin- 
ion that  the  latter  had  not  gone  far  enough,  re- 
solved again  to  chastise  the  Aoyaques,  Cureros 
and  Hebenas  Indians.  He  offered  the  citizens 
of  Cartago,  in  return  for  their  aid  in  his  under- 
taking, to  bring  these  Indians  into  the  city  to 
act  as  their  servants  and  rebuild  their  houses  and 
the  public  buildings,  which  were  in  a  very  dil- 
apidated condition  as  a  result,  probably,  of  earth- 
quakes. The  proposition  was  accepted  with  re- 
joicing and  the  Governor  set  about  the  work. 
He  sent  reinforcements  for  the  garrison  at  Chir- 
rip6  and  himself  set  out  in  Septomber  of  1619 
to  visit  that  place.    Here  he  was  visited  by  some 

*  LeOn  FenAaia—DocumetUog,  ToL  T,  pp.  219,  21&. 
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emissaries  of  the  Aoyaques,  Cureros  and  Hebe- 
nas  bearing  messages  of  peace;  but  the  Gover- 
nor wanted  war,  and,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
took  up  his  march  towards  Talamanca,  At  the 
village  of  Guisiri,  he  was  overtaken  by  his 
brother.  Captain  Don  Juan  de  Guzm^,  at  the 
head  of  another  small  body  of  soldiers,  and  there 
the  expeditionary  force  was  reviewed.  It  was 
found  to  number  forty-six  men,  among  whom 
figured  several  veterans  of  the  Talamanca  wars, 
such  as  Don  Diego  de  Sojo,  Diego  del  Cubillo 
and  Juan  Solano  the  younger. 

After  remaining  two  days  at  Guisiri,  the  Gov- 
ernor resumed  his  march  with  the  Spanish  in- 
fantry and  Indian  auxiliaries,  and  proceeded  as 
far  as  the  Tarire  River,  on  the  banks  of  which  he 
pitched  his  camp,  to  which  he  gave  the  name, — 
"  Nueatra  Sefiora  de  Buen  Suceso."  Many  of 
the  men  and  women  of  the  Aoyaques  came  in 
peacefully,  but  few  of  the  Cxu-eros  and  Hebenas 
presented  themselves.  The  Governor,  cm  the 
pretext  that  the  Indians,  having  come  in  bearing 
their  spears,  meant  treachery,  assembled  a  coun- 
cil of  war  which  declared  that,  therefore,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  take  them  by  surprise.  To  this 
end  the  Spaniards  constructed  a  large  building, 
making  the  Indians  believe  that  it  was  a  church. 
Many  of  them  actually  repaired  thither  to  hear 
the  preaching  of  the  evangelists,  and,  once  in- 
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aid^  were  surrounded  by  soldiers  and  made  pris- 
oners. Tliis  ruse  accomplished^  a  force  was  sent 
out  to  scour  the  country  and  bring  in  more 
prisoners. 

After  having  bestowed  solenm  funeral  honors 
on  Fray  Rodrigo  Perez,  and  placing  a  wooden 
cross  on  the  site  on  the  bank  of  the  Tarire  where 
he  was  killed  by  the  Aoyaques,  the  Governor 
struck  camp  at  midnight  of  the  SOth  of  October 
and  took  with  him  four  htmdred  Indian  prisoners 
of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  whom  he  parceled  out 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Cartago.  Then  fol- 
lowed at  that  city  a  lengthy  proceeding  against 
those  who  had  been  implicated  in  the  rebellion 
of  1616.  Twelve  died  on  the  gaUows  in  Cartago 
on  the  8th  of  January,  1620,  under  sentence  of 
the  Governor.  Among  them  were  the  caciques 
Juan  Serrabi,  Francisco  Cagxf,  Diego  Hebena 
(md  the  valiant  chief  Juan  Ibaczar^.  Many 
others  underwent  torture  and  other  cruel  punish- 
ments. All  this  was  done  in  spite  of  the  royal 
decree  of  June  9, 1618,  wherein  the  King  ordered 
the  Governor  of  Costa  Rica  to  treat  the  Indians 
with  kindness;  but  Don  Alonso  del  Castillo  y 
Guzmin  had  little  respect  for  the  great  of  this 
world  and  no  hesitation  in  speaking  ill  of  his 
King  or  in  saying  that  he  himself  would  like  to 
hang  two  monks  and  a  Pope.  And  although 
his  treachery  and  the  cruelties  he  inflicted  upon 
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the  Indians  remained  unpunished,  his  intem- 
perate language  against  the  Crown  and  the 
clergy  merited  some  years  in  prison. 

Tlie  insurrections  in  Tierra  Adentro  came  to 
an  end  with  these  severe  punishments  in  1619» 
but  it  was  not  until  1688  that  the  reconquest  of 
Talamanca  was  again  projected.  The  Gover- 
nor of  Costa  Rica,  who  was  at  that  time  Don 
Gregorio  de  Sandoval,  in  that  year  proposed  to 
the  King  that  he  should  take  charge  of  the  en- 
terprise and  reduce  to  submission  the  tribes  that 
occupied  the  territory  of  that  province  from  the 
Tarire  River  as  far  as  the  Province  of  Veragua, 
and  agreed  to  foimd  a  city  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Duy  and  another  in  the  Guaymf  Valley.  His 
proposal  did  not  bear  fruit.  Sandoval,  in  1640, 
established  the  village  of  San  Salvador  near 
Chirripo  in  Tierra  Adentro,  with  the  Ayoaque 
Indians,  and  also  constructed  a  church  served  by 
a  Franciscan  friar.  Another  proposal  for  the 
conquest  of  Talamanca  was  submitted  in  1648 
by  Don  Francisco  N'lifiez  de  Temifio,  son-in-law 
of  Don  Gonzalo  V^tzquez  de'Coronado ;  and  Gov- 
ernor Don  Juan  Femilndez  de  Salinas,  after 
having  visited  Tierra  Adentro  and  assembled 
various  tribes,  which  he  established  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tarire,  appointing  the  authorities  from 
tiieir  own  numbers,  also  asked,  in  1651,  that  the 
reconquest  be  confided  to  him.    This  same  Gov- 
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emor,  in  association  with  Nufiez  de  Temifio,  ad- 
dressed a  further  petition  to  the  Crown  with  the 
same  object  in  view,  in  1658,  but  nothing  re- 
sulted therefrom. 

Six  years  later,  in  1659,  Governor  Don  An- 
dr^  Arias  Maldonado,  successor  of  Fernandez 
de  Salinas,  penetrated  into  the  Tierra  Adentro 
for  the  purpose  of  searching  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  for  a  suitable  port  for  the  commerce  which 
the  Province  of  Costa  Rica  had  built  up  witii 
Portobelo  and  Chagres,  for  the  conditions  at  the 
port  of  Suerre  were  very  bad.  At  the  port,  to-day 
called  Lim6n,  which  was  inhabited  by  a  tribe 
of  the  Tariacas,  or  Cariacas,  descendants  of 
those  same  Indians  who  were  discovered  by  Col- 
umbus in  1502,.  he  dianced  upon  some  Talaman- 
cas  who  had  come  there  to  kill  turtles,  and  from 
them  he  had  accounts  concerning  their  country. 
This  circumstwice  awakened  in  the  mind  of  the 
Don  Rodrigo,  son  of  the  Governor,  a  consuming 
desire  to  accomplish  the  reconquest  of  the  awe- 
some Province  of  Talamanca. 

Don  Rodrigo  Arias  Maldonado  y  Velasco  was 
a  young  and  gallant  gentleman,  a  native  of  the 
city  of  Marbella  in  Andalusia,  and  related  to  sev- 
eral of  the  most  noble  and  illustrious  families  of 
Spain,  such  as  that  of  the  Dukes  of  Alba 
and  that  of  the  Counts,  Dukes  of  Benavente. 
At  that  time  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
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■  just  arrived  in  Costa  Rica  with  his  father  the 
Governor.  The  President  of  the  Audiencia  ap- 
pointed him  Corregidor  of  Turrialba  and  Ujar- 
raz,  but  he  was  called  to  a  much  more  lofty  des- 
tiny. This  happened  when  least  expected.  The 
Governor  having  died  in  November,  1661,  the  en- 
tire province  besought  the  Audiencia  to  appoint 
Don  Rodrigo  to  succeed  him  ad  interim.  Thi^ 
was  due  as  much  to  the  merits  of  the  f  aUier  as  to 
the  briUiant  quahties  all  recognized  in  the  son. 
The  Audiencia  acquiesced  in  the  request  and  the 
young  Governor  had  barely  taken  possession  of 
his  charge  when  he  turned  his  attention  towards 
Talamanca,  with  several  caciques  of  which  he 
had  already  established  amicable  relations. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1662,  he  set  out  from 
Cartago  with  only  ten  men  and  Fray  NicoUs  de 
Ledesma,  Guardian  of  the  Convent  of  San  Mateo 
de  Chirripo,  and  reached  the  Tarire  River  with- 
out mishap.  Thanks  to  his  winning  manners  and 
his  kindly  demeanor,  he  succeeded  in  attaching 
to  himself  seven  tribes  of  Indians — the  Ciruros, 
Duqueibas,  Uruscaras,  Moyaguas,  Xicaguas  and 
those  in  the  Valley  of  the  Duy.  He  caused  them 
to  settle  on  the  banks  of  the  Tarire  at  a  place  he 
named  San  BartoIom6  de  Duqueiba,  to  tiie  num- 
ber of  twelve  hundred  souls,  under  the  leadership 
of  their  principal  cacique,  Cabsi,  and  built  them 
a  church.   The  new  colony  was  progressing  most 
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satisfactorily  when  suddenly  certain  tribes  that 
had  refused  to  respond  to  the  Glovemor's  call, 
urged  on  by  their  priests,  attacked  the  Span- 
iards in  great  force  on  the  14th  of  June,  1662. 
Don  Rodrigo,  with  the  ten  men  who  had  acoom- 
panied  him  thither  and  the  friendly  Indians,  was 
forced  to  seek  refuge  in  a  fort  that  he  had  taken 
the  precaution  of  erecting  and  from  that  van- 
tage point  wrote  for  help  to  his  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor at  Cartage,  Don  Fernando  de  Salazar. 
Two  exceptionally  courageous  men.  Captain 
Juliiin  de  Castroverde  and  the  Lieutenant  Roque 
Jacinto  Hermoso,  undertook  to  deliver  the  let- 
ter and  arrived  in  Cartago  on  the  24th  of  June 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  CabUdo  instantly  assembled  the  principal 
citizens  to  deliberate  on  the  situation.  Contrary 
to  what  might  have  been  expected  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, there  developed  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. Don  Fernando  de  Salazar  and  the  majority 
of  the  mihtary  element  thought  that  help  should 
be  sent  to  the  Governor  without  conditions,  but 
the  ecclesiastics  said  that  assistance  should  be 
given  Don  Rodrigo  only  to  enable  him  to  return 
to.  Cartago  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  continu- 
ing the  conquest,  because,  they  maintained,  tiie 
Indians  had  declared  that  the  friars  alone  ^ould 
enter  their  country.  There  were  not  lacking 
also  those  who  believed  that  succor  should  be  re- 
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fused,  since  Don  Rodrigo  said  in  his  letter  tJmt, 
although  he  could  retreat  with  his  own  force,  he 
scorned  to  do  this,  being  the  son  of  his  father, 
and  being  fearful  lest  they  think  him  afraid;  and 
the  Lieutenant  Juan  Vdzquez  de  Coronado,  the 
oldest  Alcalde  of  the  city  of  Cartago*  called 
Salazar's  attention  to  a  royal  order  of  the  year 
1600,  in  which  the  Governors  of  Costa  Rica  were 
prohibited  from  sending  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  against  their  will,  to  take  part  in  new 
conquests. 

Salazar  replied  that  he  was  willing  to  obey 
the  order;  but  notwithstanding  this,  he  ought 
to  despatch  the  assistance  asked  for,  as  that 
order  of  the  King  was  not  appUcable  to  the 
present  case,  since  Don  Kodrigo  had  entered 
Talamanca  at  the  invitation  of  the  caciques  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  conquest.  In  spite  of  the 
shameful  protest  of  the  Ay-untamiento  and  of 
others,  the  opinion  of  the  best  citizens  prevailed, 
and,  in  the  first  days  of  July,  twenty-five  men 
set  out  for  Talamanca  under  the  orders  of  Ser- 
geant-Major  Alonso  de  Bonilla,  the  soldier  en- 
joying the  highest  prestige  in  the  province  and 
a  grandson  of  the  conqjUstador  of  that  name. 
He  reached  San  Bartolom^  de  Duqueiba  without 
opposition.  As  the  instructions  Bonilla  bore 
with  him  were  limited  to  the  extrication  of  the 
Governor  from  the  difficulty  in  which  he  found 
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himself,  the  latter  was  forced  to  set  out  on  his 
return  to  Cartago.  Before  leaving,  however,  he 
summoned  the  principal  cacique  of  Talamanca 
and  did  his  best  to  convince  him  that  he  should 
submit  to  the  domination  of  the  King.  The 
cacique,  after  taking  several  days  for  reflection, 
answered  that  at  the  moment  this  was  impossible, 
but  after  a  while  he  would  bring  about  the  sub- 
mission of  all  his  subjects  and  their  conversion 
to  the  Catholic  religion,  and  that,  when  the  op- 
portune moment  arrived,  he  would  advise  the 
Giovemor  that  he  might  return. 

Don  Rodrigo  was  filled  with  deep  resentment 
against  those  who  favored  abandoning  him  to  his 
fate  while  menaced  by  such  grave  difficulties;  but 
he  was  too  noble  and  generous  to  m^ke  reprisals. 
Instead,  he  succeeded  in  interesting  the  citizens 
of  Cartago  in  his  project  for  the  reconquest  of 
Talamanca  and  the  greater  part  of  them  laid  be- 
fore the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala  a  petition  ask- 
ing that  the  G^ovemor  be  directed  to  carry  it 
through.  Whilst  the  reply  of  the  Audiencia  was 
on  its  way,  a  new  insurrection  broke  out  among 
the  Tariacas  and  Don  Rodrigo  took  the  field  to 
suppress  it.  Casting  aside  the  usual  violent 
methods,  he  applied  himself  to  quieting  tiie  In- 
dians by  kindly  treatment  and  cajolery.  He 
made  them  presents  of  agricultural  implements 
and  of  knickknacks,  and  of  clothes  for  their  wo- 
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men.  This  produced  excellent  results.  The  In- 
dians were  pacified  and  the  Governor  distributed 
them  among  the  various  villages  under  their  re- 
spective chiefs.  The  Tariacas  remained  wholly 
satisfied  and  promised  to  use  their  influence  with 
their  neighbors,  the  Talamancas,  to  the  end  that 
they  also  should  submit,  and,  in  fact,  shortly 
afterwards  several  caciques  arrived  at  Cartago 
on  a  visit  to  Don  Rodrigo.  He  received  them 
hospitably  in  his  own  house  and  entertained  them 
to  the  best  of  his  abihty.  In  return  the  cadque» 
assured  him  tiiat  he  would  be  well  received  when 
he  came  into  their  country. 

The  Audiencia  of  Guatemala  granted  the  au- 
thority for  the  reconquest  of  Talamanca,"  and,  all 
legal  obstacles  being  thus  removed,  the  Gover- 
nor, with  much  energy  and  intelligence,  devoted 
himself  to  the  necessary  preparations  for  this 
great  enterprise.  From  the  port  of  Suerre  he 
despatched  a  cargo  of  flour  in  a  frigate  bound 
for  Puertobelo,  whence  it  was  to  return  with 
arms,  munitions  of  war,  clothing,  medicines,  wine, 
oil,  etc.  The  frigate  arrived  in  due  course  at 
Puertobelo  and  with  equal  good  fortune  returned 
to  Suerre,  bearing  all  the  piu^ases  that  had 
been  made  at  the  former  port.  But,  by  reason 
of  the  bad  weather  prevailing  on  its  arrival,  only 
a  part  of  the  cargo  could  be  unloaded ;  the  launch 

■Le6n  Fem&D(lez — Dooumentoa,  VoL  V,  p.  844. 
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that  was  taking  o£F  the  goods  foundered  and  two 
men  were  drowned,  thus  making  it  necessary  for 
the  frigate  to  proceed  to  Portete,  a  little  cove  be- 
tween Mofn  and  Lim<5n,  there  to  complete  its 
unloading.  By  great  misfortune  it  was  am- 
hushed  at  Portete  and  seized  by  buccaneers. 

The  spirited  Don  Rodrigo  was  not  dismayed 
by  this  serious  contretemps,  which  brought  with 
it  a  loss  of  twelve  thousand  pesos,  and  his  prep- 
arations for  the  reconquest  continued  with  un- 
diminished activity.  The  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  disembarked  at  Suerre,  as  well  as  a  small 
quantity  of  wine,  spirits  and  oil,  were  trans- 
ported to  Teotique  by  the  Tierra  Adentro  In- 
dians. All  obtainable  elements  were  assembled 
at  Cartago  and,  after  sending  forward  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  mules,  laden  with  provisions,  and 
one  hundred  oxen,  Don  Rodrigo  Arias  Maldo- 
nado  set  forth  with  two  Franciscans,  Fray  Pedro 
de  Oses  and  Fray  Juan  de  San  Antonio,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Spaniards,  thirty  mulattoes  and 
one  himdred  and  twenty-five  Christianized  In- 
dians, which  constituted  for  Costa  Rica  at  that 
period  a  great  expedition.  He  reached  San  Bar- 
tolom^  de  Duqueiba,  where  he  was  well  received 
by  the  Indians.  At  that  place  he  established  his 
general  headquarters,  and  leaving  there  his  im- 
pedimenta in  the  custody  of  twelve  soldiers, 
pushed  forward  into  the  Talamanca  country. 
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At  a  distance  of  five  leagues  from  Duqueiba  he 
founded  another  settlement,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  San  Francisco  de  Conamarf,  built  a 
church  and  some  houses  and  assembled  there  a 
large  number  of  Indians,  who  had  been  atb'acted 
by  his  tact  and  gentleness.  It  is  sufficient  to 
record  that  during  that  entire  journey  not  a  shot 
was  fired  nor  a  sword  unsheathed. 

With  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  the  frigate, 
the  young  Governor's  enterprise  had  made  good 
progress.  With  dexterity  had  he  been  able  to 
overcome  the  difficulties  that  attended  its  organi- 
zation and  those  that  natiu-e  opposed  in  the  road, 
and  so  docile  had  the  Indians  shown  themselves 
to  be,  that  it  was  reasonable  to  hope  that  the  hour 
had  struck  for  the  definitive  submission  of  Tala- 
manca.  But  we  are  constrained  to  beUeve  that 
the  higher  power  which  governs  the  actions  of 
men  had  otherwise  ordained  when  we  note  that 
the  edifice  so  laboriously  set  up,  and  apparently 
so  substuitial,  fell  quickly  to  earth,  like  a  house 
of  cards.  One  night,  without  the  slightest  warn- 
ing of  such  an  intention,  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Governor  deserted.  But  four  men  and  the 
Padre  Juan  de  San  Antonio  remained  faithful. 
The  explanation  of  such  an  astonishing  oc- 
currence is  not  known,  because  all  tiie  documents 
relating  to  it  have  been  destroyed,  or  it  has  been 
impossible  to  find  them.    In  his  grave  predica- 
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ment  Don  Rodrigo  received  a  well-merited  ree- 
ompense  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians  for  his 
kindly  treatment.  They,  instead  of  profiting  by 
the  opportunity  offered  for  revenge  against  the 
Spaniards  for  their  ancient  wrongs,  and  on  no 
less  a  person,  than  a  Governor  and  Captain-Gen- 
eral, not  only  wrought  no  injury  to  Don  Rod- 
rigo, but  escorted  him  with  every  evidence  of  re- 
spect as  far  as  San  Bartolome  de  Duqueiba, 
where  the  small  garrison  had  been  left  with  the 


As  soon  as  he  could  return  to  Cartago,  the 
Governor  reported  these  events  to  General  Don 
Hartin  Carlos  de  Mencos,  President  of  the 
Audiencia  of  Guatemala.  Whereupon,  that  of- 
ficer appointed  Don  Juan  de  Obregon  to  open 
proceedings  in  the  case,  to  the  end  that  the  gwlty 
should  be  punished  as  they  deserved.  Amon^ 
these  figured  a  number  of  the  most  important 
men  of  the  province,  such  as  Garcia  de  Alrarado, 
a  descendant  of  the  famous  Don  Jorge  de  Al- 
varado,"  brother  of  the  conqueror  of  Guatemala, 
Captain  Antonio  Vazquez  de  Coronado,  of  il- 
lustrious ancestry,  and,  what,  is  more  surprising, 
Sergeant-Major  Alonso  de  BoniUa.  It  could 
safely  have  been  said  that,  if  the  punishment  for 

'Don  Jorge  de  Alvarado  married,  In  Ueztco,  Dotta  LnlM  de 
Estrada,  daughter  of  tbe  Treasurer  AIodbo  de  Betrada,  wbo 
In  hts  turn  was  ao  UlegiCLmate  sod  of  tbe  King,  Don  Femawlo 
the  Catholic. 
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desertion  were  carried  forward,  there  was  not 
one  of  the  principal  families  of  the  Province  of 
Costa  Rica  that  would  not  feel  its  effects.  Of 
this  Don  Rodrigo  was  aware.  Always  generous, 
he  lent  his  aid  to  suppress  the  proceeding,  and 
the  scandalous  act  remained  unpunished  and  a 
mystery  to  posterity.  However,  there  are,  rea- 
sons for  the  conjecture  that  the  deserters  acted  in 
conformity  with  a  plan  devised  by  the  officers  of 
the  Governor  and  certain  citizens  of  Cartago 
who  were  hostile  to  him  and  had  hatched  a  plot 
against  him  in  his  absence.  These  latter  were 
headed  by  the  Alcalde  Tomis  Calvo,  who  pro- 
posed to  the  CabUdo  that  Don  Rodrigo  be  re- 
fused recognition  on  his  return  from  Talamanca 
and  that  he  be  placed  under  arrest  on  the  pretext 
that  he  was  excommunicate.  Becatise  of  the  de- 
cided opposition  of  the  Alcaldes,  Don  Fernando 
de  Salazar  and  Don  Jose  de  Alvarado,  this 
iniquitous  scheme  was  not  carried  out.  Tomds 
Calvo  was  sent  to  prison. 

When  the  punishment  of  the  deserters  was  at- 
tempted, the  President  of  the  Audiencia,  in  order 
that  the  proceeding  might  be  conducted  with  en- 
tire impartiality,  had  appointed  Don  Juan  de 
Obreg6n  Governor  ad  interim  of  Costa  Rica,  in 
1664,  and  named  Don  Rodrigo  Arias  Maldonado 
Alcalde  mayor  of  Nicoya.  The  latter  re- 
mained but  a  short  time  in  the  exercise  of  his 
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new  charge,  it  being  much  beneath  his  merit,  but 
removed  in  1666  to  the  city  of  Guatemala, 
where  bis  noble  birth,  his  youth,  his  personal 
gifts  and  the  fame  of  his  adventures  opened  wide 
the  doors  of  the  proud  aristocracy  of  the  capital 
of  the  kingdom.  The  sudden  death  of  the  beau' 
tiful  and  noble  lady  with  whom  he  was  desper- 
ately in  love  was  the  cause  that  induced  him 
shortly  afterwards  to  renounce  the  magnificence 
of  this  world.  In  December  of  the  same  year, 
1666,  he  joined  the  companions  of  Pedro  de 
Bethencourt,  who  had  founded  at  Guatemala  the 
Bethlehem  House  of  Charity,  devoted  to  the 
care  of  the  convalescent  poor  after  their  dis- 
charge from  the  liospital.  On  the  death  of 
Bethencourt,  in  1667,  he  raised  his  noble  prose- 
lyte to  the  headship  of  the  house,  recommending 
to  him  that  the  brotherhood  be  converted  into  a 
monastic  order.  The  courtly  caballero,  ^rom 
that  moment,  applied  all  his  talents,  activity  and 
perseverance  to  the  fulfillment  of  his  predeces- 
sor's wishes.  Transformed  into  Fray  Rodrigo 
de  la  Cruz,  be  gave  extraordinary  impetus  to  the 
institution,  and,  when  the  King,  Don  Carlos  II., 
rewarded  his  services  in  Costa  Bica  with  the 
title  of  Marquis  of  Talamanca,  he  preferred  the 
tonsure  to  the  trefoiled  crown.  After  found- 
ing hospitals  in  Peru  and  Mexico,  he  went  sev- 
eral times  to  Madrid  and  Rome  to  secure  the  ap- 
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proval  of  the  statutes  of  the  new  Order  of  Beth- 
lehem. He  met  with  the  greatest  difficulties, 
which  were  only  overcome  by  his  admirable  ten- 
acity and  the  powerful  help  given  him  by  the 
Queen  Mother,  Dofia  Maria  Ana  de  Austria,  the 
Duchess  of  Abeyro,  wife  of  the  Duke  of  Arcos, 
in  whose  house  he  was  entertained,  and  other 
powerful  personages.  At  the  end  of  many  years 
of  struggle,  he  saw  his  efforts  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, and,  by  election  of  his  brothers,  became  the 
first  Greneral  of  the  Bethlehemite  Order,  He 
died  in  Mexico  in  1716,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.* 

*Dr.  Don  FraDdaco  Antonio  de  Uootalvo— FMa  admirable 
del  venerable  herputno  Pedro  de  8.  Joseph  Betancur.  Rome, 
MDCLXXXIIl.  Fray  Joeef  Garda— iTMforia  BethlemWca. 
Seville,  1738.  Repretentacidn  Juridica  por  el  Eermano  Rodrign 
de  la  Cnu.    Madrid,  HDCXCUL 
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The  Buccanxbbs — Edwaxs   Mansi-ield  and  Hehit 
MoBGAN — The   Talamanca   Mi8Bionb — Thb   Mo»- 

QDITOB  ZaICBOS  AMD  THE  EkOIISH 

1666-1705 

DON  Rodrigo  Arias  Maldonado's  expedition 
was  the  last  attempt  made  by  the  Span- 
iards to  establish  themselves  in  Talamanca 
by  force  of  arms.  Thenceforth  the  conquest  of  the 
territory  was  entrusted  to  the  missionaries,  who 
had  already  become  firmly  installed  in  Tierra 
Adentro,  at  the  rebels'  very  gates.  As  for  the 
Talamanca  Indians,  who  until  then  had  strug- 
gled alone  against  the  Spaniards,  in  1666  they 
received  a  proposal  of  alliance  from  one  capable 
of  proving  a  powerful  supporter — Edward 
Mansveldt,  or  Mansfield,  the  most  dreaded  of 
the  buccaneers  that  harried  the  coasts  of  the 
Caribbean  Sen,  and  who,  having  two  years 
earlier  seized  the  island  of  Santa  Catalina,  which 
belonged  to  the  Kingdom  of  Guatemala,  had 
nursed  the  bold  desire  to  gain  control  of  a  pas- 
sageway between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific 
through  the  territory  of  Panama,  Costa  Rica  or 
Nicaragua.     The  sacking  of  the  city  of  Gra- 
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nada,  in  June,  1665,  by  John  Davia  after  he  had 
sailed  up  the  San  Juan  Hirer,  crossed  the  great 
lake  with  entire  impunity  and  taken  the  place 
by  surprise,  seemed  to  indicate  that  such  an  en- 
terprise would  not  be  difficult. 
/  Mansfield  and  his  Vice- Admiral,  the  famous 
Henry  Morgan,  set  sail  from  Jamaica  with  fif- 
teen ships  and  1000  men,  resolved  to  carry  out 
the  great  project  which  as  they  hoped  would 
open  to  them  the  gateway  to  the  Southern  Sea 
and  place  within  their  reach  the  riches  of  Peru. 
They  entered  the  Cocl6  River,  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Tierra  Firme,  purposing  to  cross  tiie  Cor- 
dillera and  take  the  city  of  Natd  on  the  Pacific 
side.  Learning,  however,  that  the  President  of 
the  AudicTicia  of  Panama  was  preparing  to 
oflFer  them  serious  resistance,  they  followed  the 
advice  given  them  by  an  old  Spaniard  whom 
they  had  taken  prisoner  and  changed  their  plan. 
This  prisoner  told  them  that  their  scheme  could 
be  more  easily  effected  by  way  of  the  Province 
of  Costa  Rica;  that  the  city  of  Cartago  was 
undefended  and  possessed  of  great  riches;  that 
it  could  be  reached  in  two  days  from  the  At- 
lantic coast;  that  in  two  days  more  they  could 
reach  the  port  of  Caldera  on  the  Pacific,  and 
that  the  road  was  so  good  that  they  could  trans- 
port their  impedimenta  in  carts.  Moreover,  the 
buccaneers  knew  that  at  the  shipyard  in  Nicoya 
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there  was  under  construction  a  fine  ship  that 
could  be  made  most  serviceable  to  their  plans.^ 

And  so  with  this  favorable  outlook,  Mans- 
field and  Morgan  set  sail*  leaving  five  large 
ships  at  the  Punta  del  Toro,'  and  came  to  an- 
chor in  El  Portete  with  nine  smaller  vessels,  on 
the  8th  of  April,  1666.  Having  succeeded  in 
capturing  the  watch  that  guarded  the  point,  they 
were  enabled  by  night  to  surprise  the  village  of 
Matina  and  make  all  the  inhabitants  prisoners, 
as  well  as  those  who  were  on  the  cacao  planta- 
tions on  the  outskirts  of  the  place.  One  of  the 
Spaniards  taken  at  Matina,  whose  name  was 
Roque  Jacinto  Hermoso,  a  man  who  had 
served  In  Talamonca  under  ^e  comnuind  of  Don 
Rodrigo  Arias  Maldonado,  was  induced  to  act 
as  guide  for  the  buccaneers,  and,  although  con- 
vinced by  reports  received  at  Matina  that  they 
had  been  deceived  as  to  the  facilities  of  travel 
and  the  richness  of  the  city,  they  set  out  on  their 
march  toward  Cartago. 

Accompanying  Mansfield  and  Morgan  were 
686  men  of  the  most  diverse  nationalities,  for  the 
command  was  onnposed  of  English,  Frendi. 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  Flemish,  Greeks,  Levan- 
tines, Genoese  and  even  Indians  and  negroes. 
Among  the  officers  figured  John  Davis,  Joseph 

^AroMvat    Tiacionalet    de    Cotta   Rica.     Secdfln   Hletdrtea. 
Gnstemala.  Leg.  VIII,  Exp.  110. 
'Bocas  del  Toro,  In  the  Bay  of  the  Almlranta 
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Broadley  and  the  Frenchman,  Jean  Le  Maire. 
Having  sent  forward  a  number  of  men,  guided 
by  the  traitor  Roque  Jacinto  Hermoso,  to  round 
up  all  the  inhabitants  in  order  to  prevent  their 
giving  warning  to  Cartago,  they  crossed  the 
ReTentaz6n  River,  the  greater  number  by  swim- 
ming, and  on  the  hacienda  of  Alonso  de  Bonilla 
surprised  a  group  of  laborers,  who,  on  seeing 
them  approach,  attempted  flight.  One  was 
killed  and  others  wounded,  but  one  Indian,  a 
Christian  from  the  hamlet  of  Teotique,  in  Tierra 
Adentro,  by  the  name  of  Esteban  Yapiri,  suc- 
ceeded in  making  his  escape  by  plunging  reso- 
lutely into  the  Reventazdn  and  swimming  away 
under  a  rain  of  bullets.  Without  stopping  to 
rest,  he  made  his  way  throu^  the  forests  and 
arrived  at  Teotique  half  dead  from  exhaustion. 
Here  he  informed  Fray  Juan  de  Luna,  curate 
of  that  place,  of  Yrbai  had  occurred,  and  the 
latter  immediately  despatched  a  courier  to  Car- 
tago with  the  terrible  news. 

At  three  o'clock,  on  the  dawn  of  the  14tii  of 
April,  Don  Juan  L6pez  de  la  Flor,  Governor 
of  Costa  Rica,  received  Fray  Juan  de  Luna's 
letter.  Surely  the  messenger  could  have  knocked 
at  no  better  door,  for  Don  Juan  L6pez  de  la 
Flor  was  a  soldier  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
He  had  been  educated  in  tiie  wars  in  Flanders, 
and,  besides,  the  news  of  the  buccaneers*  invasion 
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did  not  take  him  altogether  by  surprise.  Ei^t 
days  before,  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Daa 
Juan  P^rez  de  Guzmin,  President  of  the  Avr 
dienda  of  Panama,  advising  him  that  Mansfield 
had  sailed  from  Jamaica,  though  ViUi  the  pur* 
pose  of  attacking  the  city  of  Granada  in  Nicara- 
gua; yet  the  Governor  had  despatched  orders  to 
all  the  militia  of  the  province  to  prepare  for  the 
defense  of  the  country  in  case  of  necessity. 

On  receipt  of  the  letter,  he  instantly  sum- 
moned Sergeant-Major  Alonso  de  Bonilla  and 
ordered  him  to  set  out  with  four  picked  men  to 
recoonoiter  the  road  from  Matina.  Alonso  de 
Bonilla,  a  worthy  descendant  of  the  conqtrntor- 
dorea,  straddled  his  mule,  shouldered  his  arquebus 
and  sallied  forth.  Behind  him  went  Captun 
Pedro  Venegas  at  the  head  of  thirty-six  men, 
with  orders  to  construct  trenches  in  the  defiles 
of  Quebrada  Honda  (Deep  Ravine),  a  strategic 
point  with  good  natural  defenses  through  whidi 
the  enemy  would  be  forced  to  pass.  The  fol- 
lowing day  Captains  Don  Jos6  de  Guevara  and 
Don  Jos^  de  Bolivar,  with  infantry  forces, 
mtu^ed  out  to  man  the  trenches  and  Captain 
Don  Jos6  de  Alvarado,  with  the  cavalry,  took 
up  his  position  at  Santiago,  to  the  west  of  the 
entrenchment.  A  little  later,  the  Governor  in 
his  turn  likewise  took  the  field  with  the  rest  of 
the  troops,  numbering  altogether  six  hundred 
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men — badly  armed,  however,  because  of  the 
great  scarcity  of  guns.  But  all  were  bent  on 
doing  their  duty,  for  these  Spanish  colonists  of 
Costa  Rica  had  not,  like  so  many  others,  lost  the 
warrior  virtues  of  their  forebears.  The  rugged- 
ness  of  the  mountains  had  compelled  them  to  pre- 
serve their  bodily  vigor;  from  continuous  strug- 
gles with  the  Indians,  they  were  still  accustomed 
to  fighting.* 

Meanwhile  the  buccaneers  arrived  at  Tur- 
rialba  on  the  Idth  of  April.  Entering  that  vil- 
lage they  saw  a  saddled  mule  and  asked  an 
Indian  woman  to  whom  it  belonged.  The 
woman  replied  that  it  belonged  to  Sergeant- 
Major  Alonso  de  Bonilla,  who  was  out  with  a 
searching  party  of  several  arquebusiers,  adding 
that  the  Governor  was  awaiting  them  at  Que- 
brada  Honda  with  a  large  force  of  soldiers.  She 
gave  them  besides  all  the  data  they  requested  as 
to  distances  and  roads.  Then,  having  lodged 
themselves  in  the  CabUdo,  the  church  and  the 

*Tbe  QoTernor  of  Oosta  Blca,  Don  Juan  Francisco  Sflenz 
VAEqaes,  In  a  lett«r  to  tlie  King  In  1876^  writes  as  follows; 
"  Had  not  tbe  nobility  at  this  province  been  so  warlike,  and, 
following  tbelr  example,  had  not  the  rest  of  the  Inhabitants 
been  possessed  of  remarkable  military  ardor,  and  had  not 
the  leaders  of  the  regiment — which  Is  composed  of  twelve  com- 
panies, R  Uaster  of  Camp,  a  Sergeant-Major  and  two 
Adjutants,  three  Companies  of  Cavalry,  and  a  Commlssioner- 
Oeneral — been  such  eip«-lenced  soldiers,  there  Is  no  doubt 
but  that  some  cantretempt  woald  have  befallen  as  a  resalt 
of  the  many  attempts  the  enemy  has  made  to  occupy  the 
province."    Lefin  FemAndes — Docuntentoi,  Vol.  V,  p.  361. 


,.,.d.i.  Google 


S64         HISTORY  OF  DISCOVERY  AND 

bouses  of  the  Indians,  the  buccaneers  killed  all 
the  cows  and  mules  they  could  find  for  food, 
smashed  in  pieces  the  church  images,  cut  down 
the  fruit  trees  and  committed  many  other  depre- 


Before  this,  although  they  had  had  to  strug- 
gle against  the  difficulties  of  a  road  which,  as 
one  GJovemor  of  Costa  Rica  expressed  it,  must 
hare  been  made  by  crazy  people,  they  had  been 
light-hearted  on  the  mardi.  Laughingly  they 
had  said  they  were  going  to  take  chocolate  at 
Cartago  with  Don  Juan  L6pez  de  la  Flor,  and 
when,  having  asked  Roque  Jacinto  Hermoso 
whether  the  courtesans  and  women  of  Costa  Rica 
were  pretty,  he  replied  that  they  were,  their 
demonstrations  of  joy  had  been  most  extrava- 
gant; but  now  when  they  found  that  their  pres- 
ence had  been  discovered  and  heard  of  the  ener- 
getic action  of  the  Governor,  they  realized  that 
the  undertaking  to  reach  the  Pacific  was  not  as 
easy  as  they  had  thought,  and  Mansfield,  Mor- 
gan and  their  captains  assembled  in  an  animated 
council  of  war  to  decide  what  was  to  be  done. 

On  his  part,  the  courageous  Alonso  de  Bonilla 
lost  no  time.  Through  the  density  of  the  woods 
he  maintained  a  surveillance  over  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  and,  not  content  with  this,  opened 
fire  on  the  invaders.  The  latter,  supposing  they 
were  being  attacked  by  a  considerable  force  in 
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those  awful  defiles,  were  terrified  and  resolved 
to  retreat,  and,  on  the  16th  of  April,  precip- 
itately returned  to  Matina,  leaving  behind  at 
Turrialba  some  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 
When  the  Governor  heard  of  their  retreat,  he 
set  out  in  pursuit  with  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  but,  unable  to  overtake  them,  succeeded 
only  in  capturing  two  stragglers.  Twelve  other 
buccaneers  were  drowned  in  crossing  the  rivers. 
On  the  28rd  of  April,  Mansfield  reembarked  at 
El  Portete.  Before  leaving,  he  did  much  to 
cajole  the  Tariaca  Indians,  making  them  pres- 
ents of  hatchets  and  knives,  and  everything  that 
had  been  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  Matina, 
and  told  them  that  he  would  soon  return — that, 
in  view  of  that  return,  they  must  estabUsh  large 
maize  plantations,  and  also  strongly  recom- 
mended to  them  an  alliance  with  the  Talamancas 
against  the  Spaniards. 

'  In  former  times  the  Talunancas  had  main- 
tained friendly  relations  with  the  buccaneers  and 
filibusters  that  frequented  Ahnirante  Bay  and 
supplied  them  with  provisions  in  exchange  for 
implements,  but  this  friendship  had  been  broken 
off  on  a  certain  occasion  when  a  party  arrived 
at  Bocas  del  Toro  and  invited  the  Indians  and 
their  women  tb  eat  and  drink  with  them,  and  the 
buccaneers,  becoming  intoxicated,  killed  some 
of  their  male  guests  and  carried  off  their  wives. 
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From  that  time  on  the  TalamaDcas  had  declared 
themselves  enemies  of  the  pirates  and  the  latter 
held  them  in  such  fear  that  they  did  not  dare  to 
go  ashore  in  their  country,  even  to  get  water.  So 
great  was  this  enmity  that  Henry  Morgan  talked 
of  hunting  hke  wild  animals  the  terrible  Indians 
of  Bocas  del  Toro  and  exterminating  them.* 

Thus,  as  Mansfield  really  cherished  the  idea 
of  returning  to  Costa  Rica,  he  took  away  with 
him  the  traitor  Roque  Jacinto  Hermoso  and 
seven  Indians  of  Tariaca  for  service  later  as 
guides.  As  for  the  Talamancas,  not  only  did 
they  not  accept  the  buccaneers'  proposal  of  wi 
alliance,  but  in  the  month  of  May  two  hundred 
Urinamas  repaired  to  Cartago  with  their  bows 
and  arrows  to  place  themselves  under  the  orders 
of  the  Governor  against  the  chance  of  the  re- 
turn of  Mansfield,  which  they  all  feared.  Never- 
theless, ten  years  later,  on  the  80th  of  June,  1676, 
800  fihbusters  and  buccaneers  landed  at  El 
Portete,  sacked  the  Matina  Valley,  and,  guided 
by  some  of  these  very  Urinamas,  set  out  for 
Cartago.  The  Governor,  Don  Juan  Francisco 
Sienz  Vizquez,  went  out  to  meet  them  with  500 
soldiers  and  200  Indian  auxiliaries  and  gave 
them  battle,  killing  200  men  and  driving  them 
back  to  their  ships. 

'Oexmells — Hittoire  dea  Avanturier*  Fltiiutien,  VoL  n. 
pp.  203-2ia    Atreronx,  177(L 
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/  At  the  retreat  of  Mansfield  and  Morgan  the 
Spaniards  looked  with  great  surprise.  They 
were  unable  to  believe  that  they  were  moved  by 
fear  inspired  by  the  energetic  resolution  of  Don 
Juan  L6pez  de  la  Flor  and  the  opportune  shots 
of  Alonso  de  Bonilla.  The  pious  credulity  of 
many  attributed  tiie  happy  outcome  to  the  mi- 
raculous intervention  of  the  Virgin,  whose  image 
was  then  the  object  of  veneration  in  the  convent 
church  of  the  village  of  Ujarraz,  and  which, 
according  to  tradition,  had  been  presented  to 
the  Franciscans  by  King  Phihp  II.  The  biog- 
raphers of  the  pirates,  buccaneers  and  fili- 
busters, who  with  such  complaisance  tell  of 
their  triumphs,  are  wont  to  remain  silent  con- 
cerning their  reverses.  When  reference  is 
made  to  them  at  all,  it  is  always  of  the  briefest 
and  in  a  tone  disparaging  to  the  Spanish.  Thus 
it  is  not  strange  that  the  defeat  of  this  invasion 
of  Costa  Rica  by  Mansfield  and  Morgan  should 
be  so  little  known.  The  simplicity  and  modera- 
tion with  which  Governors  L<Spez  de  la  Flor  and 
Sdenz  Vdzquez '  relate  the  events  in  which  they 
took  part  are  in  striking  contrast  with  the  boost- 
fulness  of  the  buccaneers  and  their  historians 
when  they  record  the  Spanish  defeats.  Without 
pretending  to  deny  the  audacity  and  intrepidity 
displayed  by  the  former  on  various  occasions, 

'Le6n  rcariAadeB— ZJootrntaiOcx,  VoL  V,  p.  882. 
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the  truth  is  that  their  successful  exploits  may 
be  reduced  for  the  most  part  to  surprises  by 
ni^t  of  defenseless,  or  almost  defenseless,  dties 
by  greatly  superior  force. 

However,  taught  by  these  reverses,  the  bucca- 
neers did  not  return  to  attempt  the  opening  of 
a  way  to  the  Pacific  over  Costa  Rican  territory, 
but  only  continued  to  sack  cacao  plantations  in 
the  undefended  Valley  of  Matina,  as  a  result  of 
which  frequent  miUtary  expeditions  took  place. 
Nor  did  a  stable  peace  reign  in  Talamanca,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  it  had  been  resolved  to 
abandon  war  and  trust  the  reduction  of  the  In- 
dians to  the  missionaries,  who  set  about  the  task 
with  most  commendable  enthusiasm  and  cour- 
age. From  the  beginning  of  the  conquest  the 
Franciscans  had  not  relaxed  their  efforts  to 
teach  tile  Indians  of  Costa  Rica.  The  kindly 
Padre,  Estrada  Rdvago,  the  idol  of  the  Guetares, 
had  belonged  for  a  time  to  this  order.  Fray 
Martin  de  Bonilla,*  Fray  Pedro  de  Betanzos, 
Fray  Lorenso  de  Bienvenida  and  their  brethren 
collaborated  most  effectively  with  the  philan- 
thropic Juan  V^uez  de  Coronado  in  1568  and 
1564.  Ever  since  that  time  Franciscan  convents 
had  existed  in  Costa  Rica,  and  the  thought  was 
entertained  of  founding  a  mission  in  Talamanca 

*  Fraj  Uartln  de  Bonllla  wu  a  premoDstraDt 
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and  Bocas  del  Toro.^  But,  during  the  govern- 
orship ad  interivi  of  Anguciana  de  Gamboa  and 
because  of  tiie  aintroversies  between  the  friars 
and  this  arbitrary  governor,  they  attempted  to 
abandon  the  province  and  go  out  to  the  Philip- 
pine Islands.  Anguciana  had  them  arrested  and 
put  in  the  stocks,  with  chains  about  their  necks, 
and  kept  them  in  custody  for  two  months — until, 
indeed,  they  renounced  their  projected  voyage. 

In  the  provincial  chapter  of  the  Order  of  San 
Francisco,  held  in  Cartago  in  1581,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  establish  a  mission  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Duy,  or  Mexicans,  and,  seven  months  later,  these 
same  Franciscans,  who  already  maintained  a 
mission  in  Aoyaque,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Tarire  River,  besought  the  King  to  found  a 
Spanish  city  in  the  Valley  of  the  Duy.  Among 
the  brethren  who  labored  most  arduously  at  that 
period.  Fray  Augustfn  de  Ceballos  deserves  spe- 
cial mention.  He  visited  among  all  the  tribes 
as  far  as  Guaymi  and  sent  to  the  King  an  inter- 
esting report  concerning  Talamanca  and  tiie 
lives  and  customs  of  the  Indians."  When  the 
city  of  Santiago  was  founded  by  Don  Diego 
de  Sojo  in  1605,  the  Franciscans  set  to  work  to 
convert  the  Indians,  establishing  in  that  city  the 
convent  of  Nuestra  SeHora  de  lot  Angeles,  which 

'  Dr.  DoQ  Benurdo  Angnato  Thlel— D<rto«  OronoUfftooi  pva 
la  HUtoHa  BodeatdtUca  de  Ooita  Rica. 
■I«6ii  Fmtindex—Docttmmtoa,  VoL  V,  p.  ISft 
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became  the  headquarters  of  the  missions  of 
Talamanca.  Here  the  Fadres  Juan  de  Ortega, 
Martin  del  Castillo,  Ricardo  de  Jerusal^n,  Pedro 
de  Figueroa,  Juan  Castaflo,  Juan  de  Monter- 
roso,  and  others  labored  with  great  activity. 

In  spite  of  the  loss  of  the  city  of  Talamanca, 
the  Franciscans  continued  to  penetrate  into  tiie 
country  of  the  rebelhous  Indians,  who  tolerated 
their  presence  on  condition  that  they  should  not 
be  accompanied  by  other  Spaniards.  The  same 
conditions  prevailed  after  the  retirement  of  the 
courtly  Don  Rodrigo  Arias  Maldonado.  In 
1675,  Fray  Juan  de  Matamoros  assembled  in  the 
village  of  Cururti,  and  Conamarf,  one  hundred 
and  twelve  Christianized  Indians  from  the  tribes 
of  Cab^car,  Nucueha,  Ciruru,  Chicagua,  Tariqui, 
Taricf,  Urinama  and  Urarub6,  various  of  which 
inhabited  the  country  between  the  rivers  Tarire 
and  Tilorio,  also  called  the  Estrella  and  Chan- 
guinola;'  but  in  1678  the  Urinamas  revolted 
and  threatened  the  village  of  San  Mateo  de  Chlr- 
rip6,  the  seat  of  the  head  of  the  Corregimiento  of 
Tierra  Adentro  and  of  the  Talamanca  missions. 
Captain  Don  Antonio  Facheco  marched  against 
them  at  the  head  of  fifty  soldiers  and  brought 
them  again  under  submission.  In  this  same 
year  the   Ch^guinas   of  the   Tarwia  River  ** 

'Ibid.— Vol.  V,  p.  858. 

'*The  HosqnitoB  gare  to  the  rlrer  TUorlo,  or  Tararla,  tte 
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crossed  the  Cordillera  towards  the  Pacific  and 
stationed  themselves  on  the  road  that  led  to 
Panama — ^built  by  the  Adelantado  Don  (Jonzalo 
Vdzquez  de  Coronado  in  1601 — with  the  object 
of  waylaying  travelers,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
send  an  expedition  against  them  in  order  to  drive 
them  back  to  their  own  country. 

From  1689,  with  the  arrival  in  Costa  Rica  of 
the  Recollets,  Fray  Melchor  L6pez  and  Fray 
Antonio  Margil,  the  Talamanca  missions  entered 
their  apogee.  To  the  last  named  his  brethren 
afterwards  gave  the  title  of  Apostle  of  Guate- 
mala*^ because  of  his  admirable  works,  and  in 
Cartago  his  memory  is  still  cherished  with  ven- 
eration and  the  pious  still  tell  of  his  miracles. 
They  resolutely  pushed  forward  into  the  moun- 
tains preadiing  to  the  Indians  along  the  Tarire, 
Co6n,  Arari,  Ur^n  and  Terbi,  and  founded 
twelve  hermitages  at  different  points  and  bap- 
tized more  than  seven  thousand  Indians.  Behind 
them  came  also  Fray  Sebastian  de  las  Alas,  Fray 
Pablo  Ot^lora  and  Fray  Diego  Macotela.  All 
passed  through  great  hardships  and  suffered  per- 
secutions with  Christian  humility;  but  the  work 
of  teaching  made  great  progress. 

name  of  CtaaoKiitnola,  wblch  In  tbelr  language  means  river 
of  the  Cbftngulnos. 

"  Fray  Isldro  Fells  de  Espinoea — EI  Pereorino  Septentrional 
Atlantico:  deUneado  en  la  evemplarittima  vida  del  venerable 
Fr.  Antonio  IfarffO  ie  Jenu.    Valencia,  1742. 
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The  Spaniards,  by  advice  of  the  missionaries, 
refrained  from  entering  the  Talamanca  country, 
and  the  Indians  had  begun  to  accustom  them- 
selves to  the  blessings  of  peace  when  there  sud- 
denly burst  upon  them  a  new  enemy  a  hundred 
times  more  cruel  than  the  hated  Spaniard.  In 
1641  a  Portuguese  ship,  captained  by  Xiorenzo 
Gramalxo  and  laden  with  negro  slaves  from  the 
Guinea  coast,  was  wrecked  off  the  little  island 
of  Mosquitos  in  the  Province  of  Nicaragua,  and 
these  negroes,  having  thus  regained  their  liberty, 
established  themselves  on  that  island,  whence  is 
derived  the  name  of  Zambos  Mosquitos  "  by 
which  they  are  known,  and  afterwards,  at  various 
points  along  the  Nicaraguan  coast  inhabited  by 
Carib  Indians.  With  these  Indians  they  kept 
up  a  crude  warfare  and  carried  off  their  women. 
From  this  mixture  resulted  a  perverse  and 
ferocious  race,  which  became  a  scourge  to  the 
small  Spanish  settlements  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  of  the  Kingdom  of  Guatemala.  As  time 
passed,  these  Mosquitos  entered  into  friendly 
relations  and  opened  up  a  commerce  with  the 
English  buccaneers  and  filibusters  of  Jamaica, 
becoming  their  best  allies.  In  1698  a  party  of 
Mosquitos  and  English  filibusters  mounted  the 
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river  Tarire,  attacked  the  Christianized  Indian 
villages  of  Concepei6n,  Santfsima  Trinidad  and 
San  Buenaventura,  founded  by  the  missionaries, 
and  captured  many  Indians,  who  were  sold  as 
slaves  in  Jamaica.  Spinning  with  this  date,  the 
incursions  of  the  Mosquitos  and  their  English 
friends  continued  every  year  and  have  been  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  depopulation  of 
Talamanca. 

Another  grave  danger  that  menaced  the  mis- 
sionaries was  the  hostihty  of  certain  irreducible 
tribes  that  made  frequent  attacks  on  the  villages 
of  the  Christianized  Indians.  For  the  defense 
of  these,  Fray  Francisco  de  San  Jos^  and  Fray 
Pablo  de  Rebullida,  in  1690,  petitioned  the 
President  of  the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala  for  an 
escort  of  thirty  soldiers.  The  soldiers  were  sup- 
plied them  the  following  year.  From  1695  these 
two  missionaries  had  labored  with  great  ardor  in 
Talamanca,  going  about  in  the  territories  of  the 
Urinamas,  Cab^caras  and  Ch^guinas.  These 
last  were  particularly  ferocious.  They  once 
wounded  Fray  Pablo  de  Rebullida  with  a  spear 
and  on  another  occasion  were  on  the  point  of 
putting  an  end  to  his  life.  The  missionaries,  con- 
vinced that,  in  order  to  consolidate  their  work, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  separate  the  submissive 
tribes  from  those  that  showed  themselves  to  be 
irreducible,  undertook  this  task  and  transferred 
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a  part  of  the  Terrebes  and  Texabas  to  the  otiier 
side  of  the  Cordillera  on  the  Pacific  slope.  This 
was  the  origin  of  the  village  of  San  Francisco  de 
T^rraba.  A  few  months  after  this  transference, 
in  1700,  several  tribes  of  Talamanca  declared 
war  against  tiiose  Terrabas  that  remained  in  that 
province  and  against  the  Chinguinas.  This  war 
for  a  time  paralyzed  the  work  of  the  mission- 
aries. 

It  was  soon  resumed,  and,  in  the  month  of 
September,  1701,  Fray  Francisco  de  San  Jos6 
set  out  from  Cartago  with  the  escort  of  thirty 
soldiers  gruited  him  by  the  AiuUenda,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Juan  de  Bonilla.  Instead 
of  entering  Talamanca  by  land.  Fray  Jose  took 
ship  at  Matina,  and  on  the  20th  of  November 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tilorio  or  Chan- 
guinola  River.  But,  for  lack  of  a  pilot  he  was 
unable  to  pass  the  bar,  and  for  this  reason 
stopped  at  the  island  of  T6jar,  or  Col6n,  where 
he  had  already  preached.  He  disembarked  at 
dawn  of  the  22nd  with  but  two  soldiers  and  two 
negro  slaves  belonging  to  Captain  Bonllla.  En- 
countering no  Indians  on  the  beach,  be  set  up  a 
shout,  calling  to  his  friend  the  principal  cacique 
of  Quenamaza.  The  Indians,  however,  rushed 
out  of  the  woods,  and,  failing  to  recognize  him 
in  the  darkness,  replied  to  his  calls  with  a  shower 
of  arrows  and  wounded  him  seriously  with  a 
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spear.  They  killed  ibiee  of  his  companions;  the 
fourth,  also  wounded,  escaped  into  the  forest. 
In  his  peril,  the  missionary  cried  out  to  them  in 
their  own  tongue  that  he  was  Fray  Jose,  so  that 
they  might  recognize  him,  and  in  this  way  he 
saved  his  life.  Nevertheless,  fearful  of  reprisals 
by  the  escort,  the  Indians  refused  to  treat  with 
the  Spaniards. 

Fray  Jos£  then  directed  his  course  towards  the 
mouth  of  the  Tarire  River.  Here  likewise  he  was 
unable  to  enter  because  of  contrary  currents,  and 
was  obliged  to  continue  his  voyage  as  far  as  the 
beach  of  Guaymi.  From  there  he  went  on  to 
Portobelo  in  a  canoe  manned  by  eight  men, 
leaving  Captain  Bonilla  with  the  rest  of  the  es- 
cort at  Guaymi.  Once  arrived  at  Portobelo,  the 
indefatigable  missionary  succeeded  in  interest- 
ing many  pious  persons  in  his  work;  the  same 
success  attended  him  at  Chagres  and  Panama. 
With  the  alms  collected  he  purchased  a  sloop, 
and  the  President  of  the  Audienda  from  his  pri- 
vate purse  supplied  another,  j  In  April,  1702, 
he  returned  to  Guaymi,  where  Bonilla  awaited 
him,  and  WTgether  they  proceeded  to  the  Tarire 
River.  This  time  also  they  were  unable  to  enter, 
and  the  same  thing  happened  at  Querei " 
(Lim6n).  From  this  place  Fray  Jos6  de- 
spatched one  of  the  sloops  to  Portobelo  in  quest 

"•Querey  and  Carlay  are  tie  same. 
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of  provisions  and  he  himself  set  out,  with  the 
escort,  for  Matina,  whence  BoniUa,  incapaci- 
tated by  sickness,  was  forced  to  return  to  Car- 
ia,go.  The  sloop  which  had  been  sent  to  Forto- 
belo  returned  to  Matina  with  the  provisions,  but 
because  of  the  prevalence  of  unfavorable  weather 
it  was  impossible  to  unload  and  the  vessel  had 
to  put  back  to  Fortobelo.  Later  it  came  again 
to  Matina  and  this  time  it  was  able  to  undertake 
the  dischai^  of  its  cargo.  While  the  crew  were 
thus  engaged,  four  pirogues  bearing  French 
buccaneers  suddenly  made  their  appearance  and 
carried  o£f  the  sloop  with  the  ten  sailors  by  which 
she  was  manned. 

A  setback  of  this  nature  was  not  enough  to 
dampen  the  evangelical  ardor  of  Fray  Jos^.  At 
Matina  be  built  a  canoe  and  in  September  he 
went  in  this  small  craft,  for  the  second  time,  to 
Fortobelo,  where  he  labored  so  industriously  that 
by  the  80th  of  that  same  month  he  had  ready  a 
small  frigate  and  twenty  soldiers  for  the  return  to 
Talamanca.  But  the  Fresident  of  the  Audienda 
of  Panama  ordered  his  detention,  doubtless  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  preparing  to 'enter  a  ter- 
ritory outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Tierra  Firme  with  an  armed  expedition. 
Thus  it  happened  that  Fray  Jos^  was  unable  to 
leave  Fortobelo  until  the  4th  of  June,  1708,  when 
he  set  sail  in  a  sloop. 
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Fray  Pablo  de  Rebullida  on  his  part  was 
wasting  no  time  during  these  events.  After 
transferring  the  T^xabas  who  had  ronained  in 
Talamanca  to  the  new  village  of  T^aba  oa  the 
Pacific  side,  he  again  made  his  entry  into  the 
country  of  the  Terbis,  purposing  to  carry  them 
off  also.  In  this  he  did  not  succeed,  for  the  In- 
dians were  greatly  incensed  over  the  coming  of 
Fray  Jos£  into  Talamanca  with  an  armed  guard. 
Meanwhile  war  broke  out  afresh  between  the 
tribes  hostile  to  the  missionaries  and  Uiose  that 
were  their  friends.  Fray  Jose  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tarire  from  Portobelo  in  the  sloop 
and  again  without  success  attonpted  to  make  his 
way  into  the  river.  He  then  proceeded  to 
Querei,  where  on  the  beach  he  came  upon  some 
Indians,  who  took  flight  when  they  saw  that  he 
came  with  a  following.  From  Querei  he  con- 
tinued by  land,  though  beset  with  great  difficul- 
ties, to  Suretka,  the  point  where  the  city  of  San- 
tiago de  Talamanca  had  flourished  until  its  de- 
struction in  1610.  On  the  m^^  nearly  all 
those  who  were  of  his  company  abandoned  him, 
whereupon  he  determined  to  make  his  way  to 
Matina.  Here  he  arrived  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1708.  From  this  place  he  passed  on  to  Cartago, 
and  thence  to  Guatemala,  in  response  to  a  sum- 
mons from  his  superior. 

This  departure  did  not,  however,  result  in  the 
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abandonment  of  the  Talamanca  missions.  On 
the  contrary,  in  that  same  year  of  1708,  Fray 
Pablo  de  Rebullida,  who  had  ronained  with 
them*  received  help  in  the  persons  of  the  Padres 
Bemab^  de  San  Francisco,  Miguel  Hemdndez 
and  Francisco  Guerrero,  and  in  the  following 
year  Fray  Antonio  de  Andrade  and  Fray  Lucas 
de  Rivera  joined  them.  But  the  task  of  the 
missionaries  became  more  and  more  difficult  by 
reason  of  the  incessant  warfare  among  the  In- 
dians and  the  frequent  invasions  of  the  Mos- 
quitos  and  the  English  from  Jamaica,  who  had 
foimd  in  Talamanca  a  rich  field  for  the  slave 
trade  that  supplied  the  plantations  of  the  island. 
In  1705,  for  the  second  time,  the  famous  Fray 
Antonio  Margil  arrived  in  Costa  Rica;  with  him 
came  Fray  Lucas  Morillo.  They  set  out 
together  for  Talamanca,  leaving  Cartago  in  the 
month  of  June  of  that  year  with  an  escort  of 
sixty  soldiers  under  the  conmiand  of  Captain 
Francisco  de  Noguera  y  Moncada,  on  whom  the 
Audiencia  of  Guatemala  bestowed  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Talamanca.  Near  the 
village  of  Tufs,  however,  Fray  Antonio  Margil 
received  a  letter  ordering  him  to  proceed  to 
Mexico.  He  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  retrace  his 
steps — a  turn  of  fate  tiiat  proved  a  great  mis- 
fortime  for  the  missions. 
From  the  year  1705  on,  the  missionaries  made 
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their  way  about  Talamanca  only  in  the  company 
of  soldiers  from  the  garrison  that  had  been  estab- 
lished in  the  village  of  Cab^car.  Because  of  the 
prudence  and  tact  of  Captain  Nc^uera,  the  In- 
dians gave  evidence  of  no  change  in  tiieir  bearing 
as  a  result  of  the  presence  among  them  of  the 
soldiers,  and  the  missionaries  were  thus  enabled 
to  pursue  their  ministry  with  greater  security 
and  excellent  results,  in  spite  of  the  in- 
terminable war  between  the  Terbis  and  the 
Chdnguinas  and  the  invasions  of  the  Mosquitos 
and  the  English.  To  prevent  a  continuance  of 
the  latter's  practice  of  stealing  the  Indians,  the 
missionaries  proposed  to  the  Audiencia  to  de- 
populate the  territory  of  Talamanca  and  trans- 
fer its  inhabitants  to  the  interior  of  the  Province; 
but  .on  this  point  no  definite  decision  was 
reached.  Constantly  struggling  against  these 
difficulties,  the  missionaries  continued  their 
labors  for  several  years  under  the  protection  of 
the  authorities  of  the  Province  of  Costa  Rica  and 
the  Kingdom  of  Guatemala,  who  revealed  the 
greatest  interest  in  their  work.  This  interest  was 
shared  also  by  the  Crown,  as  shown  by  the  royal 
decree  of  July  20th,  1709,  in  which  the  King 
declared  that  the  encouragement  and  protection 
of  the  missions  held  first  place  in  his  heart,  su- 
perior even  to  the  temporal  interest  of  his 
dominions  in  the  Indies. 
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GbNEBAL  UpRISINO  throughout  TaIiAMANCA — PBMse- 
VZRANCB    OF    THE    MiSSlONASIBS — ^TbK   TALAMANCAg 

Take  the  Offensivb  aoainbt  the  Chustumized 
Indians — Procrastination  of  the  Sfanish  Coio* 
nial  Aduinistratioh — Results  of  the  Mission- 
ARtBs'  Work 

1709-1821 

DURING  the  very  year  in  which  the  King 
of  Spain  announced  the  supreme  interest 
inspired  in  him  by  the  missions  came 
the  sudden  ruin  of  the  work  they  had  brought 
to  fruition  in  Costa  Rica,  and,  more  lamentable 
still,  it  was  through  a  most  trivial  occurrence 
that  this  was  brought  about.  One  day  Pablo 
Fresbere,  Cacique  of  Suinsf,  the  most  dreaded 
warrior  in  Talamanca,  saw  one  of  the  friars  and 
some  of  the  soldiers  of  the  escort  writing  letters 
to  their  relatives  and  friends  in  Cartage.  In  the 
mind  of  the  beUicose  cadque  the  suspicion  arose 
that  these  letters  had  for  their  object  the  sum- 
moning of  the  Spaniards.  This  was  all  that  was 
needed  to  start  the  war  cry. 

In  response  to  his  call  all  of  the  tribes,  from 
Chirrip6  to  the  island  of  T6jar  in  Almirante 
Bay,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bribris,  flew  to 
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arms.  At  the  head  of  a  band  of  Cab^caras  and 
Terbis,  Fresbere  marched  on  Urinama,  where, 
on  the  28th  of  September,  1709,  he  attacked  the 
convent  and  killed  Fray  Fablo  de  Rebullida — 
the  good  priest  who  had  spent  fifteen  years  of 
his  life  in  Talamanca  and  spoke  seven  of  the 
Indian  tongues — and  the  two  soldiers  who  were 
with  him.  Fresbere  then  proceeded  to  Chirripo, 
where  Fray  Antonio  de  Zamora,  two  soldiers, 
and  the  wife  and  son  of  one  of  them  were  killed. 
At  the  same  time  Fray  Antonio  de  An- 
drade  happened  to  be  in  Cabecar  with  Fran- 
cisco de  Segura,  leader  of  the  escort,  and  twenty- 
three  soldiers.  The  first  news  they  received  of 
the  uprising  of  the  Indians  was  conveyed  by  an 
onslaught  of  the  infuriated  horde,  which  fell 
upon  them  without  warning  and  killed  five  sol- 
diers of  their  company.  The  remaining  eigh- 
teen with  their  leader  and  Fray  Antonio  de  An- 
drade  made  what  defense  they  could  and  only 
with  great  difficulty  managed  to  effect  a  retreat, 
womided  and  hotly  pursued  by  the  Indians,  to 
Tuis,  a  village  situated  twelve  leagues  from 
Cartago.  The  insurrectionists  burned  fourteen 
of  the  chiu'ches  established  by  the  missionaries 
in  Talamanca,  the  (invents  and  the  municipal 
buildings,  and  destroyed  the  sacred  images  and 
objects  of  religious  worship.  Only  the  two 
churches  at  Viceita,  in  the  territory  of  the  Bribris, 
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were  saved.  The  American  geologist,  Dr. 
William  M.  Gabb,  of  whom  we  have  already 
made  mention,  discovered  in  1875,  in  a  stream 
near  San  Jos^  de  Cab^car,  a  piece  of  the  incen- 
sory of  the  church  in  that  place  and  later  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute  at  Wash- 
ington. From  the  wreck  of  the  great  work  of 
the  missionaries,  this  is  the  sole  relic  preserved. 

This  terrible  disaster  caused  widespread  grief 
throughout  the  Province  of  Costa  Rica.  With 
one  voice  the  citizens  demanded  that  exemplary 
punishment  be  administered.  But  as  there  was 
a  lack  of  military  essentials  for  such  an  under- 
taking, the  Governor,  Don  Lorenzo  de  Granda 
y  Balbin,  sought  assistance  from  the  Audienda 
at  Guatemala.  To  help  the  Governor  in  his 
need,  the  Audienda  forwarded  to  Cartago 
seventy-five  firearms,  one  himdred  steel  arms, 
eight  hundred  potmds  of  powder,  four  thousand 
bullets  and  four  thousand  peaot.  With  this  ma- 
terial ■  aid,  the  Governor  x)rganized  a  force  of 
two  hundred  men  and  resolved  to  attack  Tala- 
manca  on  two  sides.  In  the  beginning  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1710,  he  sallied  forth  from  Cartago  with 
Fray  Antonio  de  Andrade  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  soldiers,  directing  his  course  towards 
Boruca,  on  the  Pacific  side,  where,  on  his  arrival, 
he  established  his  headquarters.  The  other  force, 
composed  of  eighty  men  under  the  command  of 
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the  Master  of  Cunp,  Don  Jos^  de  Casasola  y 
C6rdoba,  marched  directly  upon  Talamanca  over 
the  Chiiripd  road. 

From  Boruca  the  Governor  caused  the  In- 
dians of  the  district  to  open  a  path  through  to 
Viceita,  and,  passing  over  the  Cordillera,  finally 
reached  that  place,  where  the  Indians  had  re- 
mained faithful  to  the  Spanish.  From  Viceita 
he  went  on  to  Cab^car,  where  he  was  joined  by 
Casasola  y  Cordoba.  With  the  juncture  of  the 
two  forces,  general  headquarters  were  estab- 
lished at  Cabecar.  Numerous  sorties  were  made 
into  the  rebel  country  and  seven  hundred 
Indians  were  captured.  Several  chiefs  of  the 
insurrection  also  fell  into  their  hands  as  pris- 
oners, among  them  the  cacique  Presbere,  who 
was  surrendered  by  the  Viceitas.  The  cacique 
C<Hnezali  and  several  others  managed  to  make 
their  escape.  The  Spaniards  returned  with  their 
prisoners,  but  of  these  only  five  hundred  arrived 
at  Cartago,  for  on  the  road  two  hundred  died 
or  regained  their  liberty.  The  captive  Indians 
were  parceled  out  by  the  Governor  among  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
campaign  and  their  leaders  were  brought  to  trial 
for  insurrection.  The  cacique  Presbere  gave 
evidoice  of  great  strength  of  character,  refusing 
to  denounce  any  of  his  accomplices  when  they 
all  cast  the  blame  on  his  shoulders.    The  Gov- 
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emor  condemned  him  to  capital  punishment  and 
he  was  shot  on  the  4th  of  July,  1710.  Of  this 
great  uprising  the  Talamanca  Indians  still 
cherish  the  memory. 

Yet  the  missionaries  were  not  disheartened  hy 
the  ruin  of  their  twenty  years'  work,  which  had 
been  destroyed  in  a  day;  they  set  actively  to 
work  to  secure  the  necessary  means  of  recon- 
structing it.  The  Bishop  of  Nicaragua  and 
Costa  Rica,  Fray  Benito  Garret  y  Arlovi,  was, 
however,  not  favorable  to  their  undertaking. 
He  attributed  the  disaster  to  the  ignorance  of 
the  Recollets  and  the  excessive  rigor  of  the  Ob- 
servantines  ^  who  had  had  charge  of  the  missions 
of  Talamanca,  and  preferred  that  in  the  future 
they  should  be  confided  to  the  care  of  the  Jesuits. 
The  Bishop  was  not  without  reason  in  the  posi- 
tion he  took,  although  there  must  be  taken  into 
account  the  enormous  difficulties  that  had  beset 
the  missionaries  because  of  the  ruggedness  of 
the  country  in  which  they  labored  and  the  wide 
dispersion  of  the  Indians,  who  could  not  be 
assembled  in  communities  of  any  considerable 
size — an  indispensable  requisite  for  the  work  of 
bringing  them  under  civilization. 

When  the  King  was  informed  of  the  evoits  in 
Talamanca,  he  sent  his  thanks  by  royal  decree 
of  September  1,  1718,  to  all  those  who  had  par- 
'Anottier  branch  of  tlie  FnmdBcan  Order. 
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ticipated  in  the  chastisement  of  the  rebels.  As 
to  the  reestablishment  of  the  missions  with  the 
accompaniment  of  aimed  escorts,  he  ordered 
that  a  meeting  be  held  to  be  composed  of  the 
chief  authorities  of  the  Kingdom  of  Guatemala 
and  of  well-informed  persons  in  Talamanca,  to 
determine  upon  the  most  appropriate  course. 
This  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Guatemala,  did  not  report  until  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1716.  At  its  session  the  Recollet  friars 
favored  the  establishment  of  Spanish  towns  in 
the  Tidnity  of  the  Indian  strongholds;  but  the 
majority  voted  in  favor  of  annual  excursions, 
under  escort  of  fifty  men,  and  the  foundation  in 
the  Boruca  counti^,  by  fifty  Spanish  families 
from  Cartago>  of  a  city  to  serve  as  the  center 
of  operations.  The  missionaries  protested 
against  this  resolution,  which  in  their  minds  was 
a  serious  mistake.  Nothing,  however,  resulted 
frran  the  deliberation  because  of  volcanic  erup- 
tions and  earthquakes  that  occurred  in  Guate- 
mala in  1717,  for  these  events  absorbed  the  entire 
attention  of  the  authorities. 

At  the  first  opportunity,  tiie  missionaries  re- 
turned to  the  charge,  principally  Fray  An- 
tonio de  Andrade,  who  had  removed  to  the 
city  of  Guatemala  in  1718.  By  this  time 
the  nuitter  of  the  missions  had  fallen  into 
s   state   of   innocuous   desuetude   because   of 
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'  the  confusion  and  procrastuuiti<»i  of  the  Span- 
ish colonial  administration,  and  it  was  not  until 
1726  that  the  AudiejKia  decreed  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  armed  missions  in  Talamanca.  The  plan 
ultimately  adopted  included  the  foimdation  of 
a  city,  made  up  of  a  hundred  Spanish  families, 
with  a  garrison  of  a  hundred  soldiers,  and  pro- 
vided for  an  outlay  of  twelve  thousand  pe»o* 
during  the  first  year  and  eight  thousand  pesot 
for  each  succeeding  jeax,  to  cover  the  necessities 
of  the  colony.  It  was  furthermore  resolved  to 
petition  the  King  to  send  out  to  Talamanca  two 
hundred  families  from  the  Canary  Islands.  All 
of  the  foregoing  was  submitted  to  the  better 
judgment  of  the  Crown. 

While  the  leading  authorities  of  Guatemala 
were  proceeding  so  leisiu^ly  in  the  matter,  the 
Recollet  friars  were  not  idle.  They  occupied 
themselves  in  breaking  in  new  missionaries  for 
Talamanca  and  at  the  same  time  made  repre- 
sentations direct  to  the  Court  at  Madrid,  to 
which  they  sent  their  agents.  It  was  not  until 
1788  that  they  were  able  to  secure  (and  this 
through  the  medium  of  a  favorable  report  by 
the  Coimcil  of  the  Indies)  a  royal  decree  from 
the  King,  bearing  date  the  2l8t  of  May,  ap- 
proving the  Guatemala  meeting  resolution  of 
1726.  In  spite  of  the  King's  order,  the  reestab- 
lishment  of  Talamanca  remained  in  abeyance. 
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stifled  by  the  mass  of  reports  interchanged  and 
contrary  opinions. 

Neither  on  their  part  did  the  Costa  Bican 
authorities  lack  interest  in  Talamanca.  Never  did 
th^y  waver  in  their  support  of  the  missitxiaries* 
petitions.  Particularly  was  this  true  of  the 
Governor,  Don  Diego  de  la  Haya  Fem^- 
dez.  who  in  1719  wrote  to  the  King  that 
the  reduction  of  this  territory  could  not  be  ac- 
complished by  the  preaching  of  the  evangels 
alone,  and  that  if  his  Majesty  would  give  him 
two  companies  of  infantry  and  six  thousand 
peso»  annually,  he  would  guarantee  to  l)ring 
to  an  end  the  reconquest  of  Talamanca. 
This  same  Governor,  acting  under  authority  of 
August  28, 1721,  wrote  to  the  English  Governor 
of  Jamaica,  in  1722,  demanding  the  return  of 
two  thoustuid  Indians  who  had  been  captured  in 
that  territory  and  the  Island  of  T6jar  by  the 
Mosquitos  and  their  allies  and  sold  as  slaves. 
Notvnthstanding  peace  then  reigned  between  the 
Crowns  of  Spain  and  England,  the  stolen  In- 
dians were  not  returned,  and  the  negotiations 
carried  on  in  this  regard  at  London  by  Don 
Jacinto  Pozobueno,  Ambassador  of  Spain,  had 
no  better  result. 

Wearied  by  so  many  delays,  the  missionaries 
decided  to  depend  on  their  own  resources  alone, 
as  they  had  in  1689,  and  resume  their  task.    This 
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induced  the  Guatemala  authorities  to  provide 
them  with  an  escort  of  twenty-five  men.  In 
Mardi,  1741,  Fray  Jos^  Vela  Brrived  in  Cartago 
with  the  aged  Fray  Antonio  de  Andrade,  the 
sole  survivor  of  the  brethren  who  had  been  in 
Talamanca  at  the  time  of  the  great  uprising. 
In  February,  1742,  they  founded  in  Tufs  the  vil- 
lage of  Jes6s  of  the  Monte  with  Indians  who 
voluntarily  came  out  from  Talamanca,  and  in 
September  Fray  Juan  Mendijur  and  Fray  Jos6 
Otaolaumichi  having  also  arrived  again,  with 
their  cooperation  penetrated  into  the  mountain 
region  accompanied  by  twenty-five  soldiers  and 
forty  Indians  from  the  EstreUa  River,  only  to 
be  driven  out  by  the  natives.  In  the  following 
year  Fray  Jos6  Vela,  with  better  fortune,  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  Viceita,  and  from  there  pushed 
on  to  the  Ur^n  River.  The  cacique  of  that  place 
received  him  badly;  the  Indians  were  unwilling 
even  to  give  them  food.  When  Fray  Jos^  at- 
tempted to  baptize  them,  they  refused  the  office, 
saying  that  Sibti"  forbade  it;  yet  by  virtue  of 
much  patience  and  by  means  of  gifts,  he  suc- 
ceeded at  last  in  securing  permission  to  baptize 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two  children,  though  still 
he  could  convince  none  of  the  adults.  He  then 
tried  to  reach  Cab^car;  but  this  was  impossible, 

■  Slbd    Is    tbe    D&me    br    wblch    the    TalamuMa    Indiau 
designate  tbe  Bnpreme  Belns. 
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for  on  the  road  his  guides  deserted  him.    Later 

he  got  as  far  as  the  Changuinola  River. 

With  the  arrival  in  1748  of  the  Padres  Murga, 
Nieto  and  Nilfiez,  the  missions  entered  upon  a 
period  of  greater  activity.  At  that  period,  Tala- 
manca  had  been  ronsiderably  depopulated  by 
epidemics,  internecine  wars,  struggles  with  the 
Spaniards  and  invasions  of  the  Mosquitos  and 
English,  who  had  ahready  completely  luinihilated 
the  Chinguinas  of  the  Tararia  River  and  the 
Terbis  of  T6jar  Island.  On  that  island,  it  ap- 
pears, a  number  of  English  had  established 
themselves.  As  a  consequence,  the  President  of 
the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala  called  upon  the 
Governor  of  Costa  Rica  for  a  report,  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  their  expulsion.  The  dangers  that 
beset  the  coasts  of  the  Kingdom  of  Guatemala, 
constantly  menaced  as  they  were  by  the  covet- 
ousness  of  the  Enghsh,  who  were  the  friends  and 
protectors  of  the  savage  Mosquitos,  forced  the 
government  to  take  exceptional  measures  for 
their  defense.  In  1745,  though  as  an  exclu- 
sively military  measure,  Brigadier  Don  Alonso 
Fernandez  de  Heredia  was  appointed  Governor 
of  Nicaragua  and  Comandante  General  of  Costa 
Rica  from  Cape  Gracias  6,  Dios  to  the  Chagres 
River,  and  protected  the  Talamanca  missions  as 
a  means  of  removing  the  Indians  from  the  reach 
of  Mosquitos  and  English  i 
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The  missionarira  had  been  persuaded  that,  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  object  and  at  the  same 
time  bring  about  the  conversion  of  the  Indians 
to  Christianity,  the  sole  recourse  was  to  transfer 
them  to  localities  far  removed  from  tiie  Atlantic 
coasts.  To  this  end,  they  had  founded  the 
village  of  San  Francisco  de  T^aba  in  1689, 
and  in  1744  established  the  village  of  Cabagra, 
four  leagues  distant  frran  the  first  named. 
These  viUages  they  peopled  with  the  Terbis  In- 
dians of  Talamanca,  but,  as  those  who  consented 
to  follow  them  voluntarily  were  few  in  number, 
it  was  determined  to  resort  to  coercive  measures. 
Such  was  the  motive  for  the  excursion  made  into 
that  territory  in  April,  1747,  by  the  Master  of 
Camp,  Don  Francisco  Fem^dez  de  la  Pastora, 
at  the  head  of  the  missionaries  and  a  force  of 
forty-five  soldiers.  They  proceeded  as  tar  as 
Cab^car  and  returned  wilii  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  Indian  prisoners. 

Brigadier  Femdndez  de  Heredia  lent  his 
aid  to  this  expedition  as  well  as  that  which 
set  out  in  1748,  with  fifty  men  under  the 
command  of  the  same  Master  of  Camp,  and 
marched  into  Talamanca  over  the  Chirripo 
road,  while  another  command  numbering  fifty 
men,  under  the  leadership  of  Pedro  Rod- 
riguez, went  to  Boruca.  At  the  village  of 
T^rraba  the  latter  joined  the  missionaries  Miu-ga 
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and  Mendfjur,  and,  accompanied  by  Christian- 
ized Indians  of  that  place,  Bonica  and  Cabagra, 
crossed  the  Cordillera  as  Governor  Granda  y 
Balbln  had  done  in  1710.  They  arrived  in  the 
country  of  the  Terbis  and  were  met  by  the  re- 
fusal of  those  Indians  to  unite  with  the  expedi- 
tion for  fear  of  their  enemies,  the  Viceitas,  over 
whose  lands  they  would  have  to  pass  in  order  to 
reach  Cab^r.  The  Padre  Mendfjur,  therefore, 
returned  to  San  Francisco  de  T^rraba  with  the 
Indian  auxiliaries  and  a  few  Terbis  prisoners, 
while  Rodriguez  continued  his  march,  passing 
throu^  Viceita  and  Co6n  to  Cab^car,  where  he 
came  up  with  Fem^dez  de  la  Pastora.  The 
latter,  informed  of  what  had  taken  place  in  con- 
nection with  the  Terbis  and  Viceitas,  despatched 
a  courier  to  overtake  the  Padre  Mendfjur  with 
a  proposal  to  make  an  entry  into  Viceita.  The 
Padre  sent  back  his  acquiescence  and  asked  for 
thirty  men  to  go  with  them  from  T^rraba  to 
Viceita.  Femindez  de  la  Pastora  sent  him  fifty 
soldiers  with  sixty  Indian  prisoners.  Of  the 
soldiers,  twenty  turned  back  towards  Cab^car 
at  the  end  of  two  days'  march  and  fell  into  an 
ambush  prepared  by  the  Indians,  whose  arrows 
killed  two  of  the  Spaniards.  The  thirty  oth«r 
men  were  also  ambushed  in  the  heights  of  the 
Cordillera  and  lost  one  man,  but  succeeded  in 
reaching  T^rraba  on  the  12th  of  June. 
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On  the  same  day  they  set  out  with  the  Padre 
MendfjuT  on  their  return  over  the  Cabagra  road 
and  came  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Terbi  River. 
The  Indiuis  of  that  place  begged  the  Fadre,  be- 
fore leaving  for  Viceita,  to  help  them  against  the 
Chinguinas,  who  had  been  making  war  on  them; 
and  the  Fadre,  to  obUge  them,  proceeded  as  far 
as  the  Changuinola  River,  but  there  he  found 
the  Indian  huts  deserted,  for  the  Indians  had 
taken  flight  on  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards. 
As  the  Terbis  of  the  North  had  attacked  the 
Viceitas  while  the  Padre  Mendfjur  was  in  Chan- 
guinola, the  latter,  fearful  of  another  attack  if 
they  joined  the  Spaniards,  refused  to  go  to 
Cab^ar  with  the  Padre. 

Since,  as  a  result  of  this  journey  to  Chan- 
guinola, the  Padre  Mendijur  failed  to  make  his 
appearance  in  Viceita  on  the  date  agreed  upon, 
Fernandez  de  la  Pastora,  ignorant  of  -whaA  had 
taken  place,  set  out  in  seim^  of  him  on  the  12th 
of  JiJy.  He  took  with  him  twenty  men,  leaving 
fifty  behind  at  Cab^car  under  the  command  of 
Manuel  Serrano,  to  whom  he  gave  orders  to 
await  him  there  until  the  20th  of  August.  If  by 
that  date  he  should  not  return,  Serrano  was  to 
go  on  to  Cartago.  Femindez  de  la  Pastora 
marched  to  San  Francisco  de  T^aba,  wh^e  the 
Fadre  Murga  had  remained,  and  from  that  point 
he  sent  a  messenger  to  the  Fadre  Mendfjur  ask- 
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ing  him  to  come  back.  As  sooa  as  the  latter 
arrived,  accranpanied  by  ten  of  the  leading  In- 
dians of  Terbi,  a  cowidl  of  war  was  held  which 
was  participated  in  by  the  Master  of  Camp,  the 
missionaries  and  the  ten  Indians,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  they  should  for  the  future  discon- 
tinue the  use  of  the  village  of  Cab^car  as  a  cen- 
ter of  operations — ^this  because,  in  order  to  re- 
duce the  Viceitas,  Cab^caras  and  Chinguinas 
tribes  to  submission,  it  would  be  more  expedient 
to  take  up  their  position  in  Terbi,  as  much  be- 
cause the  Indians  of  that  place  were  friends  of 
the  Spaniards  as  because  it  was  easier  to  send 
provisions  there  from  Terraba  and  Boruca. 
This  plan  adopted,  it  was  resolved  to  put  it  in 
practice  on  the  occasion  of  a  third  expedition. 
From  T6rraba  Fem^dez  de  la  Pastora  re- 
turned to  Cartago  with  814  Talamanca  Indians, 
of  whom  144  went  as  prisoners  and  the  rest  as 
volunteers.  Wiib  these  Indians  three  villages 
were  formed  in  the  interior  of  the  province,  one 
of  which  was  Tres  Bios>  situated  near  San  Jos^t 
to-day  the  capital  of  Costa  Rica. 

This  third  incursion  projected  by  Femindez 
de  la  Pastora  was  ineffective.  The  missionaries, 
however,  continued  their  task  of  removing  the 
Indians  from  Talamanca,  notwithstanding,  and 
in  1756  repopulated  the  ancient  village  of  Orosi, 
near  Cartago,  with  Indians  who  had  voluntarily 
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come  out  of  the  mountains.  But,  although  fitan 
1758  to  1760  1^  Padres  Zamaoois,  Rubio, 
LiSpez,  Cabrera,  Echererrfa  and  Bstrada  labored 
with  great  diligence,  their  work  bore  little  fruit. 
In  all  the  many  journeys  they  made  to  Viceita, 
Cab^car  and  other  places,  they  hardly  ever  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  new  parishioners.  In  this 
matter  of  going  with  the  missionaries,  the  In- 
dians ever  displayed  more  stubbornness.  The 
time  came  wbea  they  not  only  flatly  refused  but 
attempted  to  retrieve  frcm  the  missionaries  those 
who  had  allowed  themselves  to  be  persuaded.  In 
March,  1761,  the  Terbis  of  the  North  took  the 
field,  and,  having  crossed  the  Cordillera,  directed 
their  march  toward  the  settlements  the  mission- 
aries had  founded  on  the  Pacific  side.  On  the 
eve  of  Palm  Sunday  tiiree  hundred  warriors 
arrived  before  Cabagra  in  a  body  and  sacked 
the  church,  convent  and  all  the  dwelling  houses. 
The  next  day,  burning  houses  as  they  passed, 
killing  tile  men  and  seizing  the  women,  they 
marched  upon  San  Francisco  de  T6rraba,  arriv- 
ing at  the  moment  when  the  greater  part  of  the 
inhabitants  were  assembled  in  the  church  to  hear 
mass,  and  attacked  the  village  on  three  sides. 
The  Padres  Mdrquez  and  Tomds  L6pez,  who 
were  in  tiie  church  with  their  flock,  caused  the 
doors  to  be  locked  and  succeeded  in  making  tiieir 
way  into  the  convent,  which  had  already  been 
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fired.  Once  inside,  they  made  with  their  guns 
so  effective  a  stand  against  tiie  attacking  party 
that  they  forced  the  Indians  to  retire  to  a  safe 
distance,  then  went  out  into  the  patio  of  the  con- 
vent, which  was  strewn  with  the  arrows  and 
spears  the  Terbis  had  launched,  anc*  collecting 
these  weapons,  distributed  them  among  the 
Christian  Indians  who  had  remained  in  the 
church,  resolutely  placed  themselves  at  their 
head,  sallied  forth  to  attack  the  invaders,  and  put 
them  to  flight,  killing  a  number  of  men  and  two 
of  their  principal  leaders. 

The  town  of  Cabagra,  inhabited  by  some  two 
hundred  and  fifty  souls,  was  entirely  destroyed 
and  the  Indians  residing  there  fled  to  Talamanca 
with  the  Terbis.  T^rraba,  with  three  hundred 
inhabitants,  alone  survived.  Because  of  this  at- 
tack, the  missionaries,  to  avoid  further  hostilities, 
asked  leave  to  remove  the  village  to  a  more  se- 
cure site,  and,  to  this  end,  requested  an  escort 
of  soldiers  to  enable  them  to  bring  back  the 
fugitives  from  Cabagra  and  continue  their 
efforts  to  bring  in  from  the  mountains  as  many 
more  Indians  as  they  could.  In  1764,  acting 
upon  this  petition,  the  King  ordered  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Audiencia  to  report  fully  concerning 
the  Talamanca  missions.  After  a  lapse  of  two 
years,  the  President,  Don  Pedro  de  Salazar, 
replied  that  he  was  giving  particular  attention 
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to  the  missions,  yet  in  spite  of  this,  it  was  not 
until  1767  that  it  was  resolved,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  authorities,  held  in  Guatemala,  to  grant  the 
escort  asked  for  by  these  missionaries  of  Costa 
Rica.  Furthermore,  the  Archbishop,  Don  Fran- 
cisco Jo86  de  Figueredo,  opposed  the  concession 
on-  the  ground,  as  he  said,  that  "  the  project  of 
entering  the  mission  aauntry  with  troops,  how- 
ever favorably  it  may  be  colored,  would  never 
bring  an  infidel  into  the  church."  Salazar  too 
was  not  in  accord  with  the  scheme  of  armed  mis- 
sions, uid,  as  recorded  by  the  historian  Garcia 
PeUez,  retarded  the  matter  for  the  reason  that 
"  since  some  time  the  missions  had  sunk  into 
discredit  on  account  of  their  failure  and  the 
missionaries  had  become  an  annoyance."  ' 

Perplexed  in  the  face  of  this  diversity  of  op- 
position, and  desirous  of  proceeding  with  cer- 
tainty, the  King,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1770, 
demanded  reports  on  the  subject  from  the 
Atidimcia,  the  Ecclesiastical  CabUdo  and  the 
Aywntamiento  (municipality)  of  the  city  of 
Guatemala.  The  Atidiencia  leaned  toward  the 
wishes  of  the  missionaries,  saying  that  experi- 
ence had  shown  that  the  latter  uselessly  sacrificed 
themselves  when  they  were  not  supported  by  an 

■Francisco  de  Paula  Qarcta  Pelfies,  Arcbbishop  of  Onate- 
mala — Memoria*  para  la  HUtoria  (f«I  4.nttgw>  Be*iM>  ie  Chiat^ 
mala,  ToL  III,  p.  ST.    Onatemala,  18S2. 
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Armed  guard,  and,  answering  the  argument  of 
the  Archhishop,  added  that  "  although  he  mi^t 
beheve  that  the  evangels  could  be  disseminated 
without  armed  force,  he  was  also  aware  that  such 
natural  measures  were  not  opposed  to  their 
exalted  ideals,  the  church  having  frequently  re- 
sorted to  Christian  princes  to  force  infidels  to 
hear  its  teaching." 

The  Ecclesiastical  Cabildo  showed  itself  to  be 
in  sympathy  with  the  Archbishop's  opinion.  As 
to  the  Aywntamiento  of  the  city  of  Guatemala, 
it  resolved  that  before  giving  expression  to  its 
views,  it  would  obtain  evidence  on  the  subject, 
and,  to  this  end,  asked  for  reports  from  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Costa  Rica  and  Veragua,  the  missions 
of  this  last  named  province  having  been  confided 
also  to  the  missionaries  of  Guatemala  ever  since 
1765.  The  Governor  of  Costa  Rica,  Don  Juan 
Fem^dez  de  Bobadilla,  replied  that,  in  order 
to  reduce  the  Talamanca  Indians,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  send  out  with  the  missionaries  each 
year  in  the  dry  season  an  escort  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  soldiers  by  way  of  T6rraba.  The  Gov- 
ernor of  Veragua,  Don  F^Ux  Francisco  Beja- 
rano,  stated  that  he  believed  one  himdred  men, 
armed  with  guns,  bayonets  and  sabers,  accom- 
panied by  one  hundred  Indian  auxiliaries  with 
spears  and  machets,  were  sufiicient  for  the  pur- 
pose. 
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To  enable  one  to  form  an  idea  of  the  difficul- 
ties with  which  the  missionaries  had  to  contend 
in  their  dealings  with  the  administrative  authori- 
ties, it  is  enough  to  say  that  these  negotiations 
which  were  initiated  by  them  immediately  after 
the  destruction  of  the  village  of  Cabagra — that  is, 
in  1761 — were  not  concluded  until  the  19th  of 
November,  1787,  twenty-six  years  thereaftCT. 
On  that  date  the  King  signed  a  royal  decree 
wherein  be  said  that  he  had  resolved  that  the 
extension  of  the  conquest  of  Talanuuica  should 
be  proceeded  with  seriously,  and  that,  for  that 
purpose,  such  numbers  of  soldiers  should  be 
recruited  at  opportune  times  each  year  as 
mig^t  be  considered  necessary  as  escorts  for 
the  missionaries,  who,  he  said,  must  enter  the 
forests,  gather  together  the  Indians  uid  estab- 
lish them  in  settlements  appropriately  located. 

While  reports  and  papers  came  and  went  be- 
tween Madrid  and  Guatemala,  the  missionaries 
were  not  idle.  They  diligently  pursued  their 
task  of  enticing  the  Indians  from  the  mountains 
of  Talamanca ;  though  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
the  missions,  left  to  their  own  resources,  made 
small  progress.  However,  the  Padre  JAuregui 
had  considerably  augmented  the  population  of 
T^aba  by  the  year  1774.  The  Indians  began 
also  to  come  in  voluntarily,  Seeing  from  the 
terrible  persecutions  of  the  ferocious  Mosquitos 
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and  their  friends  the  English.  In  1780  forty 
Talamancas  presented  themselves  to  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  garrison  at  Matina,  who  for- 
warded them  to  Cartago,  where  they  were 
gathered  into  the  fcAd  by  the  missionaries. 
During  this  same  year  a  number  of  Viceitas  also 
were  brought  in  from  the  mountains.  During 
the  year  1774,  the  missionaries  labored  with 
much  success  and  were  enabled  with  two  hundred 
Talamanca  Indians  to  found  the  village  of 
Guadalupe  three  leagues  from  San  Francisco  de 
Terraba  towards  the  Chiriqui  frontier. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  favorable  determina- 
tion of  the  King,  nothing  was  carried  into  e£Fect 
with  respect  to  Talamanca,  aiid,  even  though  the 
missionaries  bad  to  wait  twenty-six  years  for  the 
royal  decree  of  November  19,  1787,  they  are 
still  waiting  for  the  escort  granted  them  therein  I 
In  1794  Don  Jos^  Domis  y  Valle,  President  of 
the  Audiencia  of  Guatemala,  ordered  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Costa  Rica,  Don  Jos^  Vizquez  y  T^llez, 
to  give  them  soldiers  to  enable  them  to  make 
incursions  such  as  were  made  by  Fernandez  de 
la  Pastora.  This  order  the  Gtovemor  imdertook 
to  obey  but  found  compliance  impossible  be- 
cause of  the  war  then  waging  between  Spain  and 
the  Republic  of  France.  So,  as  before,  the 
missionaries  were  compelled  to  go  on  with  their 
work  alone,  or  accompanied  only  by  Indians 
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who  had  professed  Cfaristianity.  In  April,  1804. 
Fray  Ram6n  Rojas  entered  the  country  of  the 
Terbis  of  the  North  and  brought  out  a  few  other 
Indians.  In  the  following  year  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  of  Guadalupe,  whidi  was  very  un- 
healthf  ul — so  much  so,  indeed,  that  at  the  end  of 
nineteen  years  six  missionaries  and  more  tiuUa 
a  hundred  Indians  had  died  there — were  re- 
moved to  San  Francisco  de  T^rraba.  From  the 
year  1802  the  Governor,  Don  Tomds  de  Aeosta, 
had  urged  this  transfer  upon  the  Audienda 
of  Guatemala.  Nevertheless  the  Indians  of 
Guadalupe  had  prospered  much ;  they  possessed 
fields  of  cotton,  cochineal  dying  works  and  herds 
of  cattle. 

Indeed,  imtil  the  ultimate  day  of  Spanish 
domination,  and  even  for  a  number  of  years  after 
independence  was  proclaimed,  th6  Guatemala 
missionaries  labo/ed  indefatigably  for  the  uplift 
and  Christianizing  of  the  Talamancas,  and,  as 
tenaciously,  the  latter  persisted  in  their  rebel- 
liousness. In  1815,  Fray  Apolimu-  Moreno  and 
a  Christianized  Indian  who  accompanied  him 
were  waylaid  and  beaten  by  them.  In  June,  1816, 
some  Indians  coming  to  Matina  from  Chirrip6 
informed  the  Commandant  of  the  garrison  that 
the  Talamancas  had  sent  word  to  Fray  Vicente 
Quesada  demanding  the  return  of  the  Indians 
who  had  been  enticed  away  from  their  coimtry 
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and  wbTning  him  that  if  he  ever  came  among 
them  again  they  would  kill  him  as  well  as  any 
Christianized  Indians  who  might  accompany 
him. 

Yet,  however  incommensurate  the  results  ob- 
tained were  with  their  eflForta,  the  work  of  the 
missionaries  was  by  no  means  fruitless;  a  large 
number  of  descendants  of  the  Indians  brought  in 
from  the  mountains  of  Talamanca  to-day  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  civilization.  The  many  accounts 
written  *  of  this  region  and  its  inhabitants  con- 
stitute a  veritable  treasure  house  for  history. 

The  rugged  surface  of  Talamanca,  during 
past  centuries  the  theater  of  so  many  fierce 
struggles,  is  already  be^nning  to  be  covered  by 
plantations ;  the  railroad  now  crosses  the  Sixaola 
River  not  far  from  the  site  of  the  legendary  city 
of  Santiago,  and  the  descendants  of  the  dreaded 
warriors  of  former  times  have  bea>me  inoffensive 
Costa  Rican  citizens.  But  in  spite  of  every 
effort  they  are  still  rebellious  in  spirit,  as  are 
all  indomitable  races  that  refuse  to  accept  civi- 
lization. 

*Le6ii  FaroAaAe^-Documwtot,  VoIb.  V  and  IX;  Uannel 
Bf.  de  Peralta — Coita  Bica  v  Oolombta  and  LtnMet  de  OtMa 
Bica  tr  Colombta. 
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Abangaree   Indians,   188-189. 
Abeyro,  dncbess  of,  367. 
Ablto,  Tillage  of.  122. 
Abnren&        Ba;        (Chlrlqnl 

Lagoon),    discover;    of    b; 

GolumboB,  41. 
Acerr^  oacJ^ue  of  Onetares, 

228  ff. 
Acla,  port  of,  72. 
AcoBto,  Don  TonUU  de,  400. 
Acufla,  Alvaro  de,  271-28B. 
Acufia,  Juan  de,  340. 
AdeUmtado,  office  of,  28  n. 
Agrlcnlture    as    practiced    by 

oative  racee  of  Costa  Btca, 

10. 
Agta.       Kef,       qaestlon      of 

Ntcneaa's     shipwreck     and 

adTentares  on,  63-54. 
Agullar      Altaro,     GbrlsUbal 

d^  322. 
AgoUar,  Uarcoa  de,  49. 
Alba,  dukes  of  Alba,  346. 
AlcaU,  dake  of,  269. 
Alcalde  mayor,  office  of,  49n. 
Alguacil  tnavor,  office  of,  104, 

21SD. 
AlmagTo,  Diego  de,  96,  139. 
Almlrante  Bay,  discovery  of, 

by  Colnmbns,  39-40. 
AlmoSarifaxgo,    duty    of,    de- 
fined, 806  n. 
Alvarado,  Don  Jose  de,  866. 
Alvarado,  Don  Jorge  de,  364. 
Alvarado,  Garcia  de,  864-S66. 
Alvarado,  Don  Pedro  de,  100. 
Alvaree   de   Coy,    Bartolome, 

230. 
AmaBOU       warriors       among 

Bmnca  Indians,  & 
Anaya,  Dofia  Catallna  de,  216. 


Andrade,  Fray  Antonio  de.  In 
rebellion  of  Talamanca  In- 
dians, SSI ;  continued  work 
of.  In  establishing  missions, 
389,  3S& 

Angndana  de  Oamboa,  194  ff., 
208,  266,  267,  268;  work  of, 
as  temporary  Qovemor  of 
Costa  Rica,  302-303. 

Ara,  province  of,  arrival  of 
VAzques  de  Ooronado  In, 
248-249. 

AranJneB,  town  of,  2T0,  296. 

Ararl  Blver,  249  n. 

Ararlba,  village  of.  283,  284. 

ArcoB,  duke  at,  857. 

Arias  Dfivtla,  Caspar,  21S. 

Arias  D&vlla,  Dofia  Isabel, 
215. 

Arias  Qonzalo,  Count,  91. 

Arias  Maldonado,  Don  An- 
dres, 346. 

Arias  Haldonado  y  Velasco, 
Bodrlgo,  attempted  con- 
qaest  of  Talamanca  by,  346- 
""     subsequent  career  of, 


Artleda  CMrlno,  Diego  de^ 
DOplttiladfin  delivered  to, 
by  Philip  II.,  relaUve  to 
settlement  of  Costa  Blca, 
304;  powers,  prlvllegee,  and 
obligations  of,  306-306;  ex- 
pedition to  the  Goayml 
VaUey,  308-311;  difficul- 
ties of,  with  the  AuiHencia 
of  Gnatemala,  311  ff. ; 
downfall  and  death  of, 
814-3ia 

Artleda  del  Nuevo  Relno  de 
Navarra.  dty  of,  310,  312. 

Art  productions  of  Indians  of 
Costa  mca,  20,  37. 
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Ataboalpa,  Inca  of  Pent,  108, 
139. 

AUrro,  rebetUoD  of  Indians 
of,  26^264. 

Audiencia,  defloed,  98  n.;  cre- 
ation and  jortedlctlon  of,  of 
Panama,  134-136;  of  Pan- 
ama, superseded  by  Au- 
dimoia  ot  Los  Confines  or 
of  Onatemala,  186  &.;  aKalu 
eetabllsbed  In  Panama 
(1663),  274;  reinstatement 
of,  in  Gnatemala  <1S70), 
2»«n. 

AuBtrla,  Don  Jnan  de,  216. 

Austria,  Dotla  Harta  Ana  de, 
367. 

Anraqne,  Tillage  ot,  2S2. 

Avancari,  village  of,  81. 

AyOn,  TomAs,  estimate  of 
Bodrtgo    de    Gontreras    by. 


Badajoi,  dtj  of,  founded, 
141. 

Badajos,  Gonzalo  de,  101. 

Baena,  Alonso  de,  166,  168. 

Bagaces  Indians,  10,  217. 

Bajo,  Padre  FrandBCO,  chap- 
lain of  Diego  Qnmrrea,  183. 

Balboa.  Bee  Ndfies  de  Bal- 
boa. 

Balsas  River,  74,  76. 

Battat,  defined,  79  n. 

Balstllas   Islands,  tbe,   120. 

Bancroft,  H,  H.,  wrong  esti- 
mate of  Rodrlgo  de  Gontre- 
ras b7,  169;  cited.  216. 

Barabona,  Dofia  Leonor,  190. 

Barahona,  Sancbo,  100. 

Barabona,  Juan,  193,  202. 

Barabona,  Sancbo,  198. 

BarrlentOB.  captain,  172. 

Bastldas,  Jnan  de,  IPO. 

BaaUdas.  Bodrlgo  de,'TB; 


Bastimentoe,  port  of,  308. 
Becerra,  Alonso,  68. 
Beien  River,  110,  114. 
Benaventc^   counts,   dakea   of, 

34a 
Benaonl,    Hilaneee    bistorlan. 

wltb    Diego    GoUerreB'    ex- 
pedition, 172,  182. 
Berlanga,  Tom&s  de,  bishop  of 

Panama.  137. 
Bemabe    de    San    Frandsco, 

Fray,  378. 
Betanzos,  Pedro  de,   Frands- 

can  friar,  239. 
Bethenconrt,  Pedro  de,  386. 
Betblebem  House  of  Charity 

and  Order  of,  356-^7. 
Blenveolda,  Fray  Lor«nzo  de, 

260,  264.  279,  314. 
Biritecaa,     Indian 


Bobadllla,   Comeniador  Frao- 

ciaco  de,  26.  26. 
Bobadllla,     DoQa    Isabel    de^ 

the  wife  of   Pedrarlas,   61, 

04. 
Bocas  del  Toro,  366,  360. 
Bocas  del  Toro,  Estrada  Bfl- 

vago  at.  196. 
Bolivar,  Jose  de,  362. 
BonlUa,  Alonso  de,  lieutenant' 

governor     of    Santiago     de 

Talamanca,  322l 
Bontlla,  AloQBo  de,  grandson 

of  tbe  oonquittador  of  that 

name,  flgbt  of,  against  tbe 

bnccaneer^  362-366. 
Bonilla,  Fray  Uarttn  de,  225, 

280,  36S. 
Bonilla,  Juan  de,  374. 
Boraca,  291. 
Boruca     <Bmnca)      Indians. 

3,    5-6;    language    of,    16; 

numbers,  21. 
Broadley,    Josepb,    buccaneer, 

861. 
Bruselas,   town   of,   founded, 

B5;   brief  eziatence  of,  98- 

102. 
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Booca&een,     Uie,     to    OoMa 

Rica,  SBS-SeS. 
Burica,  67.  77. 


Cabral,  Jaan,  exploration  of 
Almlrante  Bay  hy,  816. 

Cacao,  Introduction  of.  Into 
GoBta  Blca,  11. 

CBfTxf,  Francisco,  oaoique  at 
Talamanca,  844. 

Cajamarca,  13B. 

Galado,  Francisco,  166,  169. 

Galdera,  bar  of.  80. 

Galero,  Alonso,  expedition  of. 
in  searcli  of  tbe  Desagiia- 
itxo,  118  ff. ;  frustration  of 
plana  of,  br  Dr.  Bobles, 
134-137 ;  treacberons  deal- 
ings of  Contreras  with,  145- 
148;  application  by  Ma- 
cbuca  de  Zuaso  and,  for 
govemorsblp  of  Costa  Btca, 
185-186. 

Calob^bora  River,  29S. 

Calvo,  Tom  As,  Alcalde  at 
Oartaso.  866. 

Camaqnire,  cacUiue,  and  Diego 
OntUrrez,  176  a. 

Camarttn,  cape,  131. 

Camp  of  ttie  Horses,  Pera- 
fftn's.  282-284. 

CampaOOn,  Francisco,  95. 

Gano,  Pedro  Alonso,  234. 

Cannibalism,  among  native  In- 
dian races,  17;  practiced  bj 
members  of  Felipe  Gutier- 
rez' expedition  to  Veragua, 
111;  of  Chtehimeca  Indians 
with  Rodrlgo  de  Contreras. 
164-165. 

CapUvlacion  of  Pbillp  II.,  flz- 
iDg  boundaries  of  Costa 
Rica,  304. 

Carebe,  Don  Antonio,  caoiqve 
of  Tarlaca,  339. 

Gariar,  village  of,  14-15;  con- 
ditions in  village  at  time  of 
Colnmbns'  visit,  29-38. 

Carlos  II,  King  Don,  366, 


Carib  Indians,  8,  11-16;  lan- 
guage, 16;  nnmbers,  21. 
Garo    de    Uesa,    Diego,    246; 


Corrasco,  LAzhto,  biabop  of 
Nlcaragaa,  198. 

GarrlUo  de  Flgueroa,  Lnls, 
169. 

Carrlllo  Gntiftrres,  captain, 
110. 

Cartago,  name  of  province  of 
Veragua  changed  to,  and 
Diego  Gutierrez  made  Gov- 
ernor of,  163-164;  at- 
tempted exploration  and 
colonization  of,  by  Caval- 
Un  and  Estrada  RAvago, 
191-208. 

Oartago,  city  of,  founded  bj 
Vftzqnez  de  Coronado,  242- 
243;  danger  of,  from  upris- 
ing of  Indians,  260;  re- 
moval of,  to  the  Bite  of 
Hata  Redonda  (Sabana), 
294;  re^atablishment  of,  In 
valley  of  the  Ouarco,  295. 

Casasola  j  CArdoba,  Don  Jose 
de.  383. 

Castafieda,  Di^o  de,  138,  160. 

Oasta&eda,  Juan  de,  expedi- 
tion of,  to  Golfs  of  Dulce 
and  Nicoya.  66-68. 

Castafio,  Fray  Joan,  370. 

CastUla  del  Oro,  62,  102. 

Castillo  de  Austria,  Estrada 
Rftvago's,  196;  founded  by 
Angndaoa  de  Gamboa,  308. 

Castillo  rapids,  122. 

Castillo  y  Gnzmftn,  Don 
Alonso  del,  Governor  of 
Costa  Rica.   342-344. 

Castillo,  Vicente  del,  mutinous 
soldier  with  PerafAn  de 
Ribera,  288  ft. 

Castroverde,  JnllAn  de,  848. 

Catholic  ElngB,  explanation 
of  name,  27  n. 

Catlba,  Columbus  at,  42-43. 

GavallCn,  Joan  de,  189-191; 
commissioned  by  Audiencia 
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of  QnfttemalB  to  engage  In 
coloniaatlon  and  dlBcovery 
In  NueTa  Cartago  end  Costa 
Blca,  191-193;  ezpedltloa 
of,  193  ff. ;  explorations  of, 
199-208;  later  appolnt- 
menta  and  career  of,  208; 
Estrada  RAvago  contrasted 
with,  210. 

Cayo  de  Agna,  Island  of,  the 
tme  iBtand  In  which  Nl- 
cuesa  remained  for  a  long 
time  after  his  shipwreck  on 
the  coast  of  Veragua,  64. 

Oeballoa.  EVay  Angastln  de, 
memorial  of,  87  n.,  40ii.; 
mentioned,  282;  lat»rs  of. 
In  Talamanca,  369. 

Cereceda,  Andres  de,  77,  69, 
06-9& 

Cervantes  Saavedra,  Mipiel 
de.  quoted  and  dted,  829. 

ChacAu  de  Lona,  Don  Sebas- 
tian, 327.  333,  337,  338. 

Gliangninola  Blver,  dlscoTerr 
of.  2«9. 

Chlchlmeca  Indians.  10-11 ;  Id 
expedition  of  Rodrigo  de 
Contreras,  148.  IBS,  1D4  ff.. 


162. 
Ghlrlcamola     (or    Crlcamola) 

Elver.  810. 
Chiriqnl  Lagoon,  visit  of  Co- 

Inmbus  to,  41-42. 
Chlrlqul.  plains  of,  290. 
ChlriquI  Point,  62. 
Chirrlpd,  village  trf,  28L 
Chomes    Indians,    81  n. ;    vol- 
untary submission  of,  188- 

189. 
Cborotega    Indiana,    3,    0-10; 

language,  16;   numbers,  2L 
Ohorotega  MalalacA,  100. 
CflMla,  the   Seven  Cities  of, 

210. 
Cindad  del  Lodo,  294. 
Climate  of  Costa  Rica,  2. 
Co,  volcano  of,  256. 
Coaza,  valley  of,  10-11.  142, 

144. 
Coclft  river,  359. 


Oocort.  caol9ue,  and  DWo 
Gntifirres,  170  ft. 

Cojerin,  village  of,  2S1. 

Colmenaree,  R.  de.  66,  ST. 

Columbus,  Christopher,  fourtli 
voyage  of,  24  IT.;  explor- 
atloDB  along  coast  of  Ooeta 
Rica,  28-44;  Costa  Rica  be-  ' 
lleved  to  be  the  Aurea 
Ghersonesus  (Malacca  Pen- 
inaula)  by,  44;  return  to 
Spain  and  death  of,  46-46. 

ColnmbuB,  Don  Die^,  suit 
brought  by,  for  rights  in 
Costa  Rica,  46,  107. 

Columbus,  Don  Fernando, 
quoted  and  dted.  Sin.,  33, 
107. 

Columbus,      Don      Fcandsco, 


116. 

Columbus,  Don  Luis,  107; 
created  Duke  of  Veragua, 
114 ;  surrenders  dukedom 
tor  a  pension.  116. 

Comendador,    defined,    2S  n. 

Communism  among  early  In- 
diana of  Coeta  Rtca,  19. 

Conaroarl,  San  Ftanclsco  de, 
362. 

Concepci6a,  city  of,  110.  111. 

Conflnie8,  awUetuHa  of,  ISSL 

Contreras.  Hernando  de,  up- 
rising of,  216. 

Contreras,  Pedro  de,  uprising 
of,  2161 

Contreras,  Bodrigo  de.  Gov- 
ernor of  Nicaragua,  lis., 
117;  rival  exi>editloQ  to 
that  of  Hemln  S&nchea  de 
BadaJoK  despatched  by, 
146;  Hemftn  SAncbes  cap- 
tured by,  150;  cruel  treat- 
ment of  natives  by,  161  tt. ; 
conflicting  estimates  of, 
158-169 ;  controversleB  be- 
tween Diego  Gatl4rrec  and. 


Coqnlba,  cacigue,  203. 
Cordoba,  in  Argentina,  113. 
Coroblct.  village  of.  82. 
Corobicfs  Indians.  3-5,  16,  21. 
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Ooronado,  port  of,  341S. 

Ooronado.  Bee  Vftzqnet  de 
Ooronado. 

Corotapa,  tiUI  of,  148. 

Correqne,  prince  of  tbe  East- 
em  Guetarefl,  210. 

Corroboie,  oaoigue  of  Quq^o, 
229. 

CorroHt  Tillage  of,  21L 

Oortta.  H^ruSn,  captnre  of 
GonzAles  D&Tlla  by,  97. 

Cono,  Pablo,  victim  of  Con- 
trerae,  1S6-16S. 

Coaa,  Joan  de  la,  48,  SO. 

Oosta  Blca,  location  and  area, 
1;  surface  features,  1-2; 
climate,  2 ;  fauna  and  flora, 
2-3;  Indians  Inhabiting,  In 
letb  century,  8  ff. ;  popu- 
lation at  period  of  dlscoy- 
ery,  21-22;  voyage  of  Co- 
InmbuB  along  Atlantic  coast 
of,  28-44 ;  Bruselas  tbe  first 
town  founded  in,  by  Span- 
ish, 9S;  flrst  appearance  of 
name,  In  ofQdal  documents 
of  1539,  187-188;  contest 
for  posseeslon  of,  between 
H^nftn  Sfinches  de  Bada- 
joE  and  Rodrlgo  de  Contre- 
ras.  Governor  of  Nicaragua, 
146-162;  boundaries  of,  as 
fixed  under  Oapitvlacidtt 
delivered  to  Dl^o  de  Ar- 
Ueda  by  Philip  II.,  S04. 

CoU,  Ignado,  193,  200,  203, 
208,  ^  24L 

Goto,  fort  of,  scene  of  defeat 
of   Harmolejo,    230-282. 

Cotorl,  vUtage  of,  81. 

Gotos   tribe,   5;    fortlflcatlonB 

Coyocbe.  valley  of,  201. 

Cozabolca,  tbe  Indian  name  of 
Lake  Nicaragua,  86. 
of,  232-233 ;  account  of  th^ 


Oriado  de  Castllla,  Dr.  Alonso, 
president  irf  the  audlenda 
of  Guatemala,  32S,  328,  329. 

CnblUo.  Diego  del,  333,  334, 
341-342. 
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Oneva,  Don  Fernando  de  la, 

316-317. 
Culebras  River,  299. 
Ourrldabat,  village  of,  224  n. 
CuBco,  dty  of,  1B9. 


Darien,  gulf  of,  60,  62. 
Darl&n,  town  of,  64,  72. 
DAvlla,  Jnan,  222. 
Davis,  John,  buccaneer,  868- 

869. 
Dceaguadero,  discovery  of  tbe, 

by  Buy  Dtaz,  lOS;  interest 

In  exploration  of  the,  116; 

exploration    of,    by    Alonso 

Galeio     and     Machuca     de 

Zuazo,  121  ff. 
Dlanes,  Hem&n,  111. 
Diaz,  Buy,  9S,  105. 
Diaz  del  CastUlo,  B.,  dted,  82. 
Diriagen,  caciqtie,  87-88. 
DomAs    y    Valle,    Don    Jose, 

899. 
Doraces  River,  299. 
Drake,  Frands,  on  the  west 

coast    of    Guatemala,    312- 

314. 
Dudoso  Strait,  96. 
Dnlce,  Gulf  of,  1,  67,  96. 
Dolce  Sea,  96. 

Dulcehe,  Indian  princess,  23a 
Duqudbo,  San  Bartolomfi  de^ 

847,  349,  352,  864. 
Doy,  ralley  of,  260. 


Baglets  of  gold  worn  t^  In- 
dians, 89-40: 

Endoasola,  Pedro  de,  110. 

Bnrlquez,  CrlsMbal,  110. 

Embalming  practiced  by  Costa 
Rlcan  Indians,  S7. 

Eraso,  E>oa  CrtstAbal  de,  264. 

Bscobedo,  r.  F.  de,  quoted, 
son. 

Escribanos,  arrival  of  Colum- 
bus at,  43. 
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Bscudo,  laland  of  the^  Golnm- 
biu  at.  41-42;  S2-63. 

EqMfiola,  island  of,  S4. 

SliiHiuMa,  faTorite  of  Pedra- 
rlaa,  6S.  601 

Bstete,  Martin.  100;  «zplor- 
atlona  In  Nicaragna  by, 
10& 

Estrada,  Alooao  de,  treasurer 
of  Mexico,  854  n. 

lEstrada,  DoSa  Lolsa  de,  364  n. 

Estrada  RAvago,  Juan  de, 
dted,  104 ;  joins  GaTallOn  in 
expedition  Into  Nneva  Car- 
tago  and  Costa  Btca,  192  IT. ; 
services  of.  In  expedition, 
194  If. ;  failure  of  efforts  of, 
197-198 ;  made  lleut«nant 
of  the  Alcalde  mayor,  208; 
Ucb  character  of,  and  work 
of,  among  tbe  Indians,  208- 
211 ;  dissensions  between 
Vftxquea  de  Coronado  and, 
213;  neglect  <a,  by  PblUp 
II.,  263. 

Bstrella  Blver,  discorery  of, 
bjr  Garo  de  Uesa,  249;  find- 
ing of  gold  waaUngs  In, 
ZB0-2S1. 


Falces,  marqute  de.  215  n. 

FemAndes  de  BobadlUa,  Don 
Juan,  Ooyemor  of  Costa 
Rica,  387. 

FernAndes  de  CArdova,  Gon- 
salo,  tbe  "  Gran '  Gaplt&n," 
61. 

FemAndei  de  Gtfrdova,  Fran- 
cisco, 95;  destruction  of.  by 
Pedrarlas,  101 ;  searcb 
made  by,  for  ontlet  of  lake 
of  Nicaragua,  IOC. 

Fernandez  de  E^ctso,  67.  68. 

Femftndez  de  Heredla,  Don 
Alonao,  Governor  of  Nica- 
ragua and  Comandante  of 
Costa  Rica,  3B9  ff. 


Fvntndes,  L6on,  dted  and 
qnoted,  11,  18-14,  16,  29.  SO. 
37  n.,  40  n.,  47,  48,  87,  77, 
108,  112,  121,  123,  187,  140, 
lei,  164,  188;  192,  201,  202, 
21S,  215,  237,  248,  262,  272, 
27B,  282,  284,  288,  291,  294. 
SOe;  310,  319,  320,  323,  331, 
812,  861,  363,  Sfft,  369,  40L 

F»nAndes  de  la  Pastora,  Don 
Francisco,  expedlUons  of. 
Into  Talamanca,  390-395. 

Franindei  Ouardla,  R.,  dted, 
14,  212,  231,  232,  268,  272. 

FemAndei,  Juan,  aloalde  ot 
the  dty  of  Santiago  de 
Talamanca,  S31. 

FemAndec  de  Rebolledo,  lis. 

FernAndez  de  Salinas,  Doa 
Juan,  346,  346l 

FeetivalB,  religious,  among 
native  Costa  Rlcans,  IT. 

Feudal  seigniories  among 
Chorotega  Indiana,  6-7. 

Ftetta  de  coAu,  105. 

Flgneredo,  Don  Frandseo  JoaC 
d^  arcbblsbop  of  Ooate- 
mala,  39& 

Figneroa,  Fray  Pedro  de,  8T0: 

FlOrei,  captain  Pedro,  81S. 

Fonaeca,  Bay  of,  discovered 
by  Andr«s  NlSo,  90. 

Froffata,  defined,  127. 

Frandacan    trlara    In    Tala- 


Fuentes,  Don  Luis  d^  bishop 

of  Nicaragua,  263. 
Fuerte  Island,  62. 
Fnnndl,   William,   cited,   9. 


Gabb,  WilUam  H.,  explor- 
ations ot,  In  Talamanca. 
298-299;  dted,  831;  relic  ot 
church  of  San  Jose  de 
Cabtear  found  by,  382. 

OaitSn,  Juan,  uprising  of, 
190-191. 

GAlves  Caballero,  captain,  33a 
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Oimei,  JoaA  D.,  on  Rodrl^o  de 

Contreras,  109. 
Oarablto,   Andrea,  95;   ezcnr- 

alon   of.   Into   Oosta    Blca, 

104-106. 
Ganiblto,  Qnetar  caotQue,  12, 

204,  206,  206;  wot  bMween 

VAzqnei  de  Coronado   and, 

221. 


Oarcfa   de   Loaysa,   cardinal, 

blBhap    of     SlgQenza     and 

president  of  tbe  ConncU  of 

tbe  Indies,  118,  114. 
Garcia    Pelflea,    Frandsco    de 

Paula,   archbisbop  of  Gna- 

temala  and  blstorian,  896. 
Garidmnfios,  founding  of  cit7 

of,   bf  CaTSliatt,  201.  202; 

entrj  of  TAiqaes  de  Ooro- 

nado  Into.  289. 
Garret  y  Arlovl,  Fray  Benito. 

blsbop  of  Nlckragoa,  884. 
GelTes,  conde  de,  216  n. 
Gomara,  F,  L.  de,  dted  and 

quoted.  4,  6,  SOn. 
GonsftleB,  AIoqm,  111. 
Oonzaies  Dfirila,  Qll,   7,  10; 

expedition  of,  70  tf.;  maK- 

nltude  of   acblevements  of 

92-98 ;  second  expedition  of, 

96-06;    capture    by    Cortes 

and  death  of,  07-0& 
GoDBftlez  TTques,  C,  dted,  29, 

190,  201,  204,  242,  SOA 
Gradas  A  Dloa,  Cape,  named 

by  Golnmbns,  28. 
Gramalxo,  Lorenzo,  872. 
Granada,  dty  of,  fonnded,  9S. 
Granda  y  Balb&i,  Lorenso  d^ 

Goremor    of    Goata    BUa, 

882. 
Greytown,  founding  of,  10(X 
Gn^ga  Blver,  41-42. 
Guanacaste.  province  of,  299. 
Gnanabanl,  Island  of,  tbe  first 

American    land    discovered 

by  Colambna,  23. 
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Gnanaja,    Island    of,    Oolnm- 

bus'  diBCorery  of,  27-2a 
Qnarco,  Onetar  cacique,  12, 
Onarco,    subnilsalon    of    oo- 

civile*    of,    to    V&iqaez    de 

Coronado,  240-241. 
Gnarco,  ralley  of,  242. 
Gnatnsos     Indians,     language 

of,  16-1& 
Guaycorfl,  cacique  of  Socaca, 

331. 
Quayml    Biver    and    Talley, 

281,  810,  811. 
Ouaymora,  137. 
Guerrero,      Fray      Frandaco, 

378. 
Guetaree    brancb    of    Oarib 

race  of  IndUns,  12-14,  21; 

friendly  terms  between  Taz- 

qaes  de  Coronado  and.  221- 


Gnllien,  Alonso,  103. 

Gntierrei^  Alonso,  lOS. 

Gutierrez,  Dl^o,  appointed 
Governor  of  Royal  Teragua, 
163-164 ;  controversies  be- 
tween Contreras  and,  166- 
168;  greed,  cruelty  to  In- 
dians, and  retreat  of,  176- 
164 ;  defea^and  death  of,  at 
Tayutlc,  184. 

Gutierres,  Felipe,  expedition 
of,  to  Veragua,  107-112; 
end  of,  113. 

Gutierrez  de  Ayala,  Doq 
Pedro,  ISa 

Gnsmttn,  Don  Diego  de,  313. 

OtnmAa,  captain  Don  Joan 
de,  343. 


Haro,  GrisUibal  de.  Tl. 

Hay  a  rem&ndez,  Don  Dl^o 

de    la,    Governor    of   Costa 

Blca.  887. 
Hayti,  Columbus  at,  26-27. 
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Btebena,  Dleco,  oaoi<ru«  of  Tal- 


HernAndei,  Fray  Miguel,  378. 

Berrera,  A.  de,  quoted,  4,  48. 

Herrera.  Don  Diego  de,  313. 

Hiaojosa,  Agustln  de,  206. 

Hondnras,  Colambns'  laadiDg 
In,  28:  GonzAlea  Darlla's 
expedltton  by  way  ot,  96; 
dlfitnrbancea  between  Span- 
leb  adventurerB  In,  B7  ff. 

Hortada  Bartolome,  91. 

Hortado,  Benito,  9S. 


Ibacsarfi,  Jnan,  cblef  of  Tal- 
ainaaca  iDdianB,  344. 

Indians  ot  Costa  Rica  at 
beginning  of  IBtb  centnrj, 
3;  Ave  races  and  their 
branches,  3-15 ;  languages 
of.  15-16;  religions  of,  IS- 
IS; Bodal  relations  of,  18- 
19 ;  agriculture,  mannf  ac- 
tarea,  art,  and  commerce  of, 
19-21 ;  nambera  of,  at  pe- 
riod of  discovery,  21-22. 

Illanee  de  Castro,  Juan,  offi- 
cer with  Vftzqnez  de  Coro- 
nado.  2^,  239,  243,  2S6- 
25a 

IraEfl,  volcano  of,  256. 

Irving,  WasMngtOD,  date  of 
Balboa's  execution  as  given 
by,  66  D. 


Jan]a,  139. 

JeruBal4n,   Fray  Ricardo  de, 

370. 
Jnan  de  Avlla,  mines  of,  190. 
Jnarros,   Domingo,  erron  In 

blstory  by,  271. 
Jorqnta  River,  298. 


lAndecho,  Don  Jnan  Haitlnex 

de,  201. 
lAndecbo,    port    of,    founded 

by  CavKllftn,  201-202. 
l«s  Alas,  Fray  SebastiAn  d^ 

871. 
I«a  Alas,  Jnan  de,  S39-340. 
I^  Casas.  B.  de.  dted,  28;  30. 

32.     48;     quoted,     74;     on 

Rodrigo  de  Oontreras,  ISO. 
I4is  Casas,  FnmctBco  de,  07- 

98. 
I.a  Uvita,  island  ot  29. 
Ledesma,    Fray    Ntcolfta    de, 

847. 
Uon,  dty  of,  foonded,  95. 
Le  Malre.  Jean,  Frencb  buc- 
caneer, SOL 
Lences,  Bartolome  de,  31& 
Le6n,  Qabrlel  de,  160. 
Letfn,  Santiago  de^  S3& 
L^WDto,  battle  of,  21& 
IJm6n,  port  of,  351. 
Llm6n  River,  30  n. 
Lobo  de  Qnzm&n,  Hartfo,  327. 
Upea  Cerrato,  Itcenoiado,  80S. 
LApea  de  la  Flor,  Don  Juan, 

361,  364,  367. 
Ldpea  Carrillo,  Ifiigo,  112. 
Ldpea,     Diego,     rebelUon     of; 

against  Peraf&n  de  Ribero. 

287-289. 
LOpes,  Fray  Melchor.  871. 
Upes  de  Legaspl.  Hlgnel,  aOS. 
LOpeE   de   Rlbera.   Don    Buy, 

280. 
LOpei  de  Rlboa,  Dtego,  271, 

281. 
LOpes  de  Salcedo,  lOL 
lAp&i     de     Velasco,     quoted, 

104-106. 
Loa   Beyes,    foondlng   of,    by 

CavallOn.  201. 
Luqne,  Fernando  de,  96. 
Luna,  Fray  Joan  de.  SSL 


Hachuca  da  Znazo,  DI^o, 
Joins  with  Calero  in  ex- 
ploration     of     the     Desa- 
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pudero,  lis  ff. ;  applica- 
tion by,  for  eoyemonhlp  of 
Coeta  Rica,  186-18a 

Machuca  Rapids,  122. 

Macotela,  Fray  Diego,  371. 

Ualie,  production  of,  bj  Id- 
dlans  of  Costa  Rica,  19. 

Hangnee.  See  Chorotega  In- 
dians. 

Hangnes  Blver,  246. 

Mansfield.      Edward,      bucca- 


Manlag,  deflaed.  28  u. 

Manufactures  of  native  Indi- 
ans of  Costa  Rica,  20. 

Maravedt,  defined,  TO  n. 

Marbella,  fortress  of,  built  by 
Bemftn  Sftnchez  de  Badajoz, 
142;  Vftzqnez  de  Coronodo 
at  Bite  of,  2S2. 

Marcos  de  Nlza,  Fray,  21S. 

UargU,  FrAj  Antonio,  371, 
378. 

Marmolejo,  Frandsco  de,  de- 
teat  of,  b7  Cotos  Indians, 
230; 

HArques,  Diego,  74. 

Mfirquex,  Heruflji.  126-129. 

Marroquln.  Don  Prancdisco, 
bishop  of  Gnatenuila,  182. 

Mattate,  Indian  clothing,  36. 

Mata  Bedonda,  site  of,  2M. 

MatamoroB,  Frar  Juan  de, 
S70. 

Matina  Mver,  253. 

Mattna,  village  of,  360. 

Medio  Qneso  River,  discovery 
of,  121. 

Mens,  EBteban  de,  ZlSa.,  276. 

Mencos,  general  Don  Martfn 
Carlos  de,  president  of  the 
aiidieitoia  of  Guatemala. 
364 

HendUnr,  Fray  Juan,  38S, 
391,  892,  893. 

Mendoza  y  Medrauo,  Don 
Juan  de,  841. 

Mestanza,  Juan  de,  828-329. 

Mexico,  immigration  of  In- 
dians Into  Costa  Rica  from, 
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11;  trade  of  Costa  Bican 
Indians  with,  38. 

MlssionB,  Franciscan,  In  Tal- 
amanca,  388-379 ;  over- 
throw of  work  of,  by  upris- 
ing of  Indians,  SSO-3B4; 
efforts  at  reBetablishment 
of,  386-401. 

Moln,  361. 

Molina,  Dtego  de,  100. 

Montalm,  Don  Frandsco  An- 
tonio de,  86Ta 

MonterroBo,  Fray  Joan  de, 
370. 

Moreno,  Fray  Apolinar,  400. 

Moreno,  Pedro,  98. 

Morgan,  Henry,  In  Costa 
Rica,  3S»-S6a 

Morlllo,  Fray  Lucas,  87a 

Mosquitos  ZamboB,  the,  ST2- 
373. 

MonntalnB  of  Costa  Rica,  1-2. 

Hoya,  condesa  de,  61. 

MofioK  Chac6n,  Francisco,  287. 

N 


Nature  worship  among  In- 
dians of  Costa  Rica,  16-17. 

Kavarrete,  quoted  and  cited, 
27,  83,  4& 

Nicaragua,  caoique,  dealings 
of,  with  GonzAlei  D&vlla, 
82-^. 

Nlcaragna,  lake  of,  discovered 
by  GonxAles  Dftvlla,  8B;  the 
search  for  communication 
between  Atlantic  and,  106- 
106,  116. 

Niooya,  capital  dty  of  Choro- 
tega Indians,  6-7;  expedi- 
tion of  GoniAlec  Dftvlla  to 
81. 

Nlcoya,  GnU  of,  1,  67. 

Nlcaesa,  Diego  de,  govern- 
m^it  of  Veragua  bestowed 
on,  46;  character  and  quali- 
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tttm  of,  47-48;  ^pedltlon 
and  experiences  of,  4B-6T. 

Nlfio,  Andrea,  70,  71,  78,  77, 
80. 

Nlfio,  Andrea,  pilot,  dlscorered 
tbe  bay  ot  Fonseca  and  the 
goU  of  Tehoaotepec,  70,  71, 
78,  77. 

NIzR,  Fray  HarcM  de,  21S. 

Nocharl,  prortnce  ol,  86-88. 

Nogaera  7  Moncada,  Fran- 
cisco de,  378. 

Nombre  de  Dlos,  Nlcnesa  at, 
G6. 

Nombre  de  Jesde,  dty  of, 
founded  by  Penfftn  de  Rl- 
bera,  291-293. 

Nneva  Andalucia,  48. 

Nueva  Cartago,  dtjr  of, 
founded  by  Pereyra,  246. 

Ndfiex,  AloDso,  66. 

NdQez  de  Balboa,  Vasco,  B7, 
68;  discovery  of  Padflc 
Ocean  by,  69;  Jealonsy  of 
Pedrarlas  toward,  reeultlnc 
In  execntlon  of,  63-66 ;  date 
of  death  of,  65  n. 

Niiffea  de  Temifio,  DoD  Fran- 
dwx>,  840. 


Obregfin,  Don  Juan  de,  SS4. 

Obserrantlnes,  missions  of 
the,  384. 

Oc6n  y  Trillo,  Don  Joan  de, 
OoTeiuor  of  Costa  Blca, 
317  ff. 

OcOn  y  Trillo,  Don  Pedro  de, 
822. 

Oexmelln,  cited,  386. 

OJeda,  Alonso  de,  grant  of 
goTemmeDt  to,  In  Colombia, 
48;  experiences  of,  in  Car- 
tagena, SO  ff. 

Olano,  Lope  de,  60,  61,  58,  56. 

OUd,  CrlatAbal  de,  g7'«S. 

OUTer,  Pedro  de,  337. 

OrdOffez  de  VillaqTilrfln,  Pedro, 
Correffldor  of  Nicoya,  188- 


OnMt  vtlUge  of,  204,  206. 

Orotlna.  province  of,  8L 

Ort^ra,  Fray  Juan  de,  321, 
870. 

Ortiz  Barrlga,  Jnan,  303. 

Ortiz  de  Elgneta,  AIooso,  189. 

Osa,  Gulf  ot,  230.  See  Dnlee, 
GnU  of. 

Osea,  Fray  Pedro  de,  3S2. 

Osorlo,  Garcia,  169. 

Ot&lora,  Fray  Pablo  de,  Sn. 

Otaolanrrachl,  Fray  }os£, 
388. 

OraUe,  Joan  de,  218. 

Ovalle,  JaflB  de,  221. 

Orando,  Pray  NlcoUs  de^  26, 
47. 

Ovledo,  G.  P.  de,  qaoted  and 
dted,  3-4,  7,  104,  164;  mis- 
taken estimate  of  Bodrlgo 
de  Coatreras  by,  159; 
friendship  t>etweea  Dieco 
Qntl£rres  an^  165. 


Pacaca,  TUlage  of,  20a 

Pacheco,  Don  Antonio,  370. 

Pacheco,  Jnan  Garcia,  169. 

Palacios,  Matlas  de,  290. 

Palma,  Gonzalo  de,  316. 

Papagayo,  82. 

Paranfi  River,  113. 

PavOn,  Francisco,  310-311. 

Peart  fisheries  in  Gulf  of  Ni- 
coya, 9. 

Pearl  Islands,  Gonzfilez  DAvlla 
at  the.  76-7& 

Pedrarlas  DfivIIa,  advent  of. 
In  New  World  affairs,  59; 
character  and  career  of,  60; 
atrodtlee  practiced  by,  62; 
Jealonsy  of,  toward  Nufiez 
de  Balboa,  63-64 ;  exccn- 
tlon  of  Balboa  by,  65-66: 
dealings  with  GonUtlei 
Dfivlla,  72-76.  91-92;  rebel- 
lion of  Simnlsh  captains 
against  98-101 ;  destruc- 
tion of  Cordova  by,  101 ;  ap- 
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pointed  Oovenor  of  Nica- 
ragua, and  death  of,  104. 
Pefia,  Crlst6bal  de^  US- 
Pefialosa,  Dofia  Maria  de, 
dangbter  ol  Pedrarlas  who 
married  Balboa  bj  prozr 
and  waa  later  the  wUe  of 
Rodrlgo  de  Contreras,  66, 
117. 


PerafAn  de  Rlbera,  sncceedB 
V&BQuea  de  Goronado  as 
Governor  of  Coeta  Hlca, 
26&;  steps  leading  to  il- 
legal dtatrlbution  of  the 
Indians  by,  274-280;  expe- 
dition of,  to  the  EBtreUa 
River,  280  ft.;  crossing  of 
the  Great  Cordillera  by, 
28&-290 ;  dty  of  Nombre  de 
Jeeds  founded  by,  291-293; 
goes  to  QuBtemaia  and  re- 
nounces govemorBhlp,  295 ; 
failure  of  efTorts  of,  28S. 

Peralta,  Manuel  M.  de,  cited 
and  quoted,  3,  41,  83,  89, 
103,  116,  121,  131,  141,  162, 
164,  184,  185,  187,  196,  201, 
207.  213,  218,  237,  240,  242, 
263,  208.  272.  278,  289,  312, 
401. 

Fereyra,  Antonio  Alvarez,  200, 
203,  208,  270,  280;  expedi- 
tion of,  to  Goto  and  Turu- 
caca,  242;  the  downfall  of, 
247. 

P6rez  de  Guzm&n,  Frandaco, 
138. 

P6rez,  Fray  Rodrlgo,  murder 
of,  by  Indians,  84a 

P^rez  de  Cabrera,  Juan,  ap- 
pointed Goyemor  of  Car- 
tage or  Veragna,  186-187. 

Pe»o,  defined,  82  n. 

Pinole,  native  drink,  228L 

Flsa,  Alonso  de.  nephew  of 
Diego  GuUerrez,  171,  172, 
173.  170,  188. 

Plttler,  H.,  dted,  8,  819n. 


EX  418 

Plzarro,  Frandaco,  68. 

Plzarro,  Fray  Juan,  280. 

Plzarro,  Gonzalo,  IIS. 

Pochutla,  216. 

PocoBol  River,  122. 

Ponce  de  LeAn,  H.,  expedition 
of,  to  OalfB  of  Dnice  and 
Nlcoya,  66-68. 

Forras,  Diego  de,  quoted,  36; 
dted,  41. 

Fortete,  SSL 

Pozobneno,  Don  Jadnto,  387. 

Presbere,  Pablo,  leader  In  re- 
volt of  Talamanca  Indiana, 
380  It.;  execution  of,  384. 

Puente,  Alonso  de  la,  74,  OL 

FufiouroBtro.  count  of,  Pe- 
darias'  brother,  60. 


Quepo,  village  of,  80  n.;  ex- 
pedition of  Vftzquez  de  Cor- 
onado  to,  226-230. 

Qnepos  ludlanB,  6. 

Quesada,  Fray  Vicente,  400. 

Quevedo.  Pray  Juan  de,  flmt 
bishop  of  Tlerra  Flrme,  64. 

Qnlrlbrt  Island  of,  20. 

Quitao,  cacique  ot  the  Guar- 
COB,  230-24L 

Qnlzarco,  Indian  Ul-treated  by 
OavalUn,  203. 


217. 

RebulUda,  Fray  Fablo  de, 
873-378;  murder  ot,  by  In- 
dtauB,  381. 

Reclns,  E.,  dted,  1. 

Itedes  river,  63. 

Religions  of  Indiana  of  Coata 
Rica,  16-18. 

Betrete,  port  of,  Cotumboa  ar- 
rives at,  43. 

Reventazftn  River,  148,  ISO. 

Rlbera,  Pedro  Af&n  de.  See 
Peraf&n  de  Rlbera. 
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Rfoi^  Pedro  de  toB,  governor 

of  CartUla  del  Oro,  101. 
Rlrerm,  Wnj  Lncfta  de,  8T8. 
Rivers  of  GoBta  Btca,  2. 
Bobles,    Frandsco    F£res    de. 

President    of    Audienoia   of 

Panama,  ISS  fl. 
Bodr^es,  DamUn,  122;  124. 
Rodrtmes    de    Fonaeca,    Don 

Joan,  blBbop  of  Barpie,  SB, 

eo. 

Bodrlgnes      Franco,      Alonso, 

284. 
Rojas,  Diego  de,  118. 
Rojas.  Oabriel  de^  95, 106, 188. 
Bojas.  Fray  RamAn,  400. 
Romo,  Joan,  210. 
Bonqaitlo,  Joan,  IBS. 
Bnlz,  Pedro,  188. 


Slbaloa  del  Norte  River,  ex- 
ploration of,  124. 

Sabandf,  vUlaKe  of,  81. 

Bacriflcea.  human,  among 
Costa  Blcan  Indians,  IT. 

SAcDZ  VSzqneE,  Don  Joan 
Frandsco,  866,  867. 

Salaear,  Don  Pedro  de,  S95. 

SalHEar.  Fernando  de,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  Costa 
Rica,  848-^60. 

Salaaar,  Helcbor  de,  200,  288. 

Salinas,  Fray  Diego  de,  200. 

Samamari,  tuikar  or  blgh 
priest  of  Cabecar,  SSL 

Ban  Antonio,  Fra;  Joan  de, 
862.  S68. 

San  Carlos  (Cntrls)  River. 
122  n. 

S&ncbea  Araqoe,  33S-3S8. 

Sftncbei  de  Badajoz,  Hem&n, 
expedition  of,  135  ff . ;  plans 
of  Rodrlgo  de  Contreras 
against,  145  IT.:  taken  pris- 
oner by  Contreras,  190: 
fate  of,  160,  161-162. 

S&nchea    de    Qoldo,    Miguel, 


Governor  ad  kUerim  at 
Co«ta  Rka,  204,  266. 

Bandoval,  Don  Gregorio  d^ 
34& 

San  Frandsco,  dty  of,  named 
by  Dtego  GntKrres,  173L 

Ban  GU  de  Bnensvlata,  d^ 
of,  founded,  90. 

San  Ildefonso,  fort  of,  bnOt 
by  Alonso  de  Bonllla,  832. 

San  Jo86,  Fray  Francisco  de, 
873-377. 

San  Juan  de  la  Cms,  found- 
ing of,  160. 

Ban. Joan  River,  discovery  of, 
128  ff. 

San  Marcos,  estabUsbmait  of 
port  of,  141. 

San  Miguel,  gulf  of.  74. 

San  Miguel,  town  of,  in  San 
Salvador,  100. 

Santa  Maria  de  Beien,  at- 
tempted founding  of  colony 
of,  by  Colnmbna,  43-44. 

Santa  Harfa  del  Antigua  del 
DarlCn,  colony  of,  57,  59. 

Banta  Marta,  village  of,  62. 

Santiago,  town  of,  established 
by  Diego  Gutierrez,  160. 

Santiago  de  Talamanca,  dty 
of,  founded,  31B ;  abandon- 
ment and  ruin  of,  334r-335. 

Santo  Docilngo,  visit  of  Co- 
lumbus to,  25. 

Santo  Domingo,  plains  of,  201. 

San  Vicente,  gulf  of.-  8oe 
Caldera,  bay  of. 

Saraplqul  River,  126. 

Sepulcbers.  gold  relics  found 
in,  5;  art  In  vessels  taken 
from,  20,  87. 

Serrabfi,  Juan,  caofque  of  Tal- 
amanca, 844. 

Serrano,  Manuel,  882. 

Slbd,  Talamanca  name  for 
Supreme  Being,  IT,  388  n. 

SIxaola  River,  the,  2B8. 

Social  reletioua  among  Indi- 
ans of  Costa  Blca,  18-10. 

Sojo  y  Pefiaranda,  Diego  de, 
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Bolaco,  Joaii,  eon  of  tlie  con- 
QuUtador  of  that  name,  8S8, 

Solano,   Jnan,   271,  276,   280; 

expedition  of.  Into  the  val- 

leT  of  tbe  Onayml,  281  fl. 
Sofia,  Jnan  de,  108. 
Sooa,  Lope  de,  06,  72. 
Soto,    Heomando    de,    96,   A6; 

explorations    In    Nlcaragna 

bT.  106. 
Snerre,    entrance    of    Uartln 

Bstete  Into,  106;  expedition 

of  Dleeo  Ontl^rres  to,  169. 
Snerre    Rlrer.       Bee    Beren- 

tatAiL 
Sun  woTshtp  bjr  Coata  Blout 

Indians,  16:. 
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Tlerra  Adentro,  TebelUona  of 
Indiana  of,  3S8  If. 

Tierra  Plnne,  62,  ISl. 

Tlvlvefl,  bar  ot,  201- 

Toledo,  DoBa  Maria  de,  expe- 
dition to  Veragna  sent  out 
by,  107  a. 

Tomtit,  defined,  S2&. 

Toro  rapida,  105,  122,  12S-126. 

Tortngnero,   province  o£,  106L 

Trexo,  Diego  de,  193. 

Trexo,  LulH  Diaz,  205-aOft 

Trnjtllo,  town  of.  In  Hon- 
duras, 187. 

l^dor,  qaeen  Mary,  216. 

TurtcMqnl,  caotgve,  rebellion 
of,  268  ff. 

Tnrrlalba,  volcano  of,  180. 

Tnrrialba,  reb^Uon  of,  264. 

TomlcaTea,  plains  of,  201." 


Tablqnlrt,  vUIage  of,  290. 

Talamanca,  march  of  Via- 
qnea  de  Coronado  Into,  248- 
340;  location  and  character 
of,  297-301 ;  tbe  "  King  "  of, 
801;  Marqnleate  of,  866; 
rising  of  Indians  In,  against 
Spanish,  380-^84;  struggles 
of  mlsBlonarlea  to  Chris- 
tianize natives  of,  380-401. 

Taque,  Gnetar  cacique,  221. 

Tarlaca,   garrisoning   of,   838. 

Tarire  River,  298-299;  ex- 
ploration of,  1>7  Pedro 
FUres,  819. 

Tattooing  among  Nlcoya  In- 
dians, 7. 

Tanre,  month  of  the,  161. 

Tayntlc,  scene  of  defest  and 
death  of  Diego  Ontierrez, 
184;  arrival  of  V&sqnei  de 
Ck)roiiado  at,  263. 

Tehoantepec,  Qnlf  of,  dis- 
covered by  Andrta  Nlllo,  90. 

Terraba.  Rio  Qraode  de,  78. 

Thiel,  Bishop,  cited,  3,  12,  21, 
20,  80,  200,  2S3,  368. 


CJarrad,  village  of,  204. 
UJarraa,   image   of   Virgin   In 

convent  cbnrcb  of,  S& 
UJarras  Indians,  rebellion  of, 

264,  26a 
Drabi,    gulf    of,    also    called 

gnlf  of  DarUn,  49. 
UBabard  Indians,  S18,  319. 


Taldlvleso,  Fray  Antonio  de, 
bishop  of  Ntcaragoa,  assaa- 
slnated  by  Hernando  and 
Pedro  de  Coatreras,  21& 

TaUente,  Cape,  62,  63. 

Vallejo,  captain,  63. 

VAzqneE,  Alonso,  governor  of 
Teragna,  247. 

VlEqnei,  Fray  Franidsco, 
qnoted,  800. 

Tlzques  de  Coronado,  Don 
Gonzalo,  father  of  the  con- 
qneror  of  Costa  Rica,  215. 

TftEqnes  de  Coronado,  Don 
Oonzalo.  son  of  tbe  con- 
qneror  of  Costa  Rica,  317. 
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Tlflqnei  de  Coronado,  Tnn- 
cUco,  leader  of  tlie  expedl- 
tlon  to  the  chimerical  Beroi  i 
GItlea  of  Cibola,  215. 

TSsqnes  de  Coronado,  Jnam, 
dlMenslonB  between  Estrada 
IUtbso  and,  211-218;  mc- 
ceeds  CavaUOn  as  AJottUe 
mayor  of  mcaragna  and  of 
Naera  Cartago  and  Coata 
Rica,  214-218;  acbleveiiienta 
of.  In  Coata  Blca  and  Nueva 
Oartaso,  220  ff. ;  continues 
conquest  of  Ma  proTlnTe, 
224  ff. ;  voyage  of,  to  Nica- 
ragua, 243 1  continuance  of 
conquest  of  Costa  Blca  by, 
246  ff. ;  crossefl  the  Great 
Cordillera  into  Ara  or  Tal- 
amanca,  24^249 ;  humane 
condnct  of,  In  bis  conQueati, 
260-261;  visit  of,  to  Spain 
and  death  at  aea  on  return 
vorage,  282-206. 

Vftsqaea  de  Coronado,  Juan, 
brother  of  the  conqueror, 
216,  216. 

Tdzques  7  TftUes,  Don  JosC, 
389. 

Teedor,  defloed,  100. 

.Tela,  Frar  Jose,  388. 

Velaaco,  Hortdn  de,  293. 

VelAsquet  Bamlro,  816. 

Teuegas  de  los  Rloa,  Pedro, 
AlooMe  mayor  of  Costa 
Blca,  287. 

Veragna,  Columbus  passes  by, 
43;  mistaken  view  of,  held 
by  Columbna,  44;  spread  of 
fame  of  riches  of,  46;  gov- 
ernment of,  bestowed  on 
Diego  de  Nlcuesa,  46;  ex- 
pedition of  Nlcuesa  into,  49- 
67;  expedition  of  Felipe 
Gutierrez  to,  107-112;  the 
dukedom  of,  114-llS;  gOT- 
ttvorship  of  province  be- 
stowed OS  Di^io    Ontierres 


and  Dame  changed  to  Osv- 

tago,  163-164;  province  of.  1 

formed  ont  of  duch;  ceded  ', 

to  Don  Lois  Columbus,  804. 
TKBgoa  Boyal  and   Veragoa 

Ducal.  164  a 
Veapnccl,  Amerigo,  4Si. 
Vicrita,  branch  of  Carlb  race 

of  Indians,  12,  14-lS.  21. 
Villalobos,  Ulgnel  de,  335. 
Vlllareal,      Don     Pedro      do^ 

Bishop    of    Nicaragua    ai^ 

Coeta  Btca,  32S-327. 
Volcanoes   of   Coeta   Etca,    2, 

206. 
Voto,  village  of,  106. 
Totos,    the,    branch   of  Ooro- 

blcf  race,  4,  123L 


Xora,   Bartolo,   lodlan  cUsf. 


Xarf   Tillage   and  river,   136, 


Zamora.  Frar  Antonio  de, 
murder  of,  by  Indians,  881. 

Z&rate,  Juan  de,  276  n.,  2T& 

Zorobard,  Bay  of,  discovery 
of,  by  Colombua,  SIHHX 

ZnchUtep6qaei,  216. 
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